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PART 1 – INTRODUCTION 

Purpose 
The Texas Department of Public Safety produces this pamphlet to provide basic compliance guidance to 
support the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSR). 

Our goal is to secure the safe transportation of passengers and cargo in Texas, and ultimately on our 
nation’s highways.  As an agency, we endeavor to accomplish this objective through coordinated 
enforcement efforts with Federal and local agencies, safety presentations and the voluntary safety 
compliance of the Texas transportation industry in order to: 

• Reduce commercial vehicle crashes;
• Reduce fatalities, injuries, and property losses involving commercial motor vehicles; and
• Reduce the occurrence of hazardous materials transportation incidents.

Safety compliance translates into saved lives, decreased injuries, and reduction of property loss. 

About the Contents 
The majority of the sections in this pamphlet highlight information from specific parts of the FMCSRs. You 
may reproduce and distribute any or all of the material contained in this booklet. You may also obtain 
further information from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) website at 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov and the Texas Administrative Rules at www.sos.state.tx.us (Title 37, Part 1, 
Chapter 4, Subchapter B). 

Disclaimer 
Although we made every effort to assure the completeness and accuracy of the information in this booklet, 
it is not intended to take the place of published agency regulations. This booklet paraphrases the FMCSR 
published in Title 49 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations. Do not use the contents as a substitute for 
the official text. The regulations issued by the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) and its 
operating administrations are published in the Federal Register and compiled in the U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations. Likewise, Texas Motor Carrier Safety Regulations are published under 37 TEX. ADMIN. 
CODE, Chapter 4, and are subject to changes as may be published from time to time in the Texas 
Register. 

Motor carriers, drivers, and shippers are responsible for understanding and complying with the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSRs) and Texas Regulations. 

Captain Omar Villarreal Manager, 
Motor Carrier Bureau 
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Texas Administrative Code 
TITLE 37 PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS  
PART 1  TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
CHAPTER 4 COMMERCIAL VEHICLE REGULATIONS  

AND ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES  
SUBCHAPTER A REGULATIONS GOVERNING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
RULE §4.1   Transportation of Hazardous Materials  

(a) The director of the Texas Department of Public Safety incorporates, by reference, the Federal
Hazardous Materials Regulations, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 107 (Subpart
G), 171 - 173, 177, 178, 179 (Subpart E), and 180, including all interpretations thereto, for
commercial vehicles operated in intrastate, interstate, or foreign commerce, as amended
through February 1, 2016. All other references in this section to the Code of Federal
Regulations also refer to amendments and interpretations issued through February 1, 2016.

(b) Explanations and Exceptions.
(1) Certain terms when used in the federal regulations as adopted in subsection (a) of this

section will be defined as follows:
(A) the definition of motor carrier will be the same as that given in Texas Transportation

Code, Ä643.001(6);
(B) hazardous material shipper means a consignor, consignee, or beneficial owner of a

shipment of hazardous materials;
(C) interstate or foreign commerce will include all movements by commercial motor

vehicle, both interstate and intrastate, over the streets and highways of this state;
(D) department means the Texas Department of Public Safety;
(E) FMCSA field administrator, as used in the federal motor carrier safety regulations,

means the director of the Texas Department of Public Safety or the designee of the
director for vehicles operating in intrastate commerce;

(F) farm vehicle means any vehicle or combination of vehicles controlled and/or operated
by a farmer or rancher being used to transport agriculture products, farm machinery,
and farm supplies to or from a farm or ranch; and

(G) private carrier means any person not included in the terms "common carrier by motor
vehicle" or "contract carrier by motor vehicle" who transports by commercial motor
vehicle property of which the person is the owner, lessee, or bailee, when such
transportation is for the purpose of sale, lease, rent or bailment, or in furtherance of
commerce.

(2) All references in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 107 (Subpart G), 171 - 173,
177, 178, 179 (Subpart E), and 180 made to other modes of transportation, other than by
motor vehicles operated on streets and highways of this state, will be excluded and not
adopted by this department.

(3) Regulations adopted by this department, including the federal motor carrier safety
regulations, will apply to farm tank trailers used exclusively to transport anhydrous
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ammonia from the dealer to the farm. The usage of non-specification farm tank trailers by 
motor carriers to transport anhydrous ammonia must be in compliance with Title 49, Code 
of Federal Regulations, Ä173.315(m).  

(4) The reporting of hazardous material incidents as required by Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations, Ä171.15 and Ä171.16 for shipments of hazardous materials by highway is
adopted by the department.

(5) Regulations adopted by this department, including the federal motor carrier safety
regulations, will apply to an intrastate motor carrier transporting a flammable liquid
petroleum product in a cargo tank. The usage of non-specification cargo tanks by motor
carriers for the intrastate transportation of flammable liquid petroleum products must be in
compliance with Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä173.8.

(6) Regulations and exceptions adopted herein are applicable to all drivers and vehicles
transporting hazardous materials in interstate, foreign, or intrastate commerce.

(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit an employer from requiring and
enforcing more stringent requirements relating to safety of operation and employee safety
and health.

(8) Penalties assessed for violations of the regulations adopted herein will be based upon the
provisions of Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 644, and Ä4.16 of this title (relating to
Administrative Penalties, Payment, Collection and Settlement of Penalties).

(9) A peace officer certified, in accordance with Ä4.13 of this title (relating to Authority to
Enforce, Training and Certificate Requirements), to enforce the Federal Hazardous
Material Regulations, as adopted in this section, may declare a vehicle out-of-service
using the North American Standard Hazardous Materials Out-of-Service Criteria as a
guideline.

Source Note: The provisions of this §4.1 adopted to be effective March 9, 2004, 29 TexReg 2376; amended to be 
effective August 31, 2004, 29 TexReg 8375; amended to be effective January 4, 2005, 29 TexReg 12235; amended 
to be effective May 22, 2005, 30 TexReg 3030; amended to be effective September 22, 2005, 30 TexReg 6064; 
amended to be effective January 24, 2006, 31 TexReg 404; amended to be effective May 30, 2006, 31 TexReg 
4441; amended to be effective October 1, 2006, 31 TexReg 8109; amended to be effective January 28, 2007, 32 
TexReg 245; amended to be effective April 30, 2007, 32TexReg 2370; amended to be effective August 16, 2007, 32 
TexReg 5033; amended to be effective January 2, 2008, 32 TexReg 10056; amended to be effective June 11, 2008, 
33 TexReg 4527; amended to be effective December 10, 2008, 33 TexReg 10048; amended to be effective 
February 25, 2010, 35 TexReg 1470; amended to be effective November 8, 2010, 35 TexReg 9918; amended to be 
effective May 10, 2011, 36 TexReg 2994; amended to be effective June 26, 2012, 37 TexReg 4601; amended to be 
effective July 6, 2014, 39 TexReg 5190; amended to be effective October 21, 2015, 40 TexReg 7245; amended to 
be effective May 9, 2016, 41 TexReg 3314 

 TITLE 37  PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS  
 PART 1   TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY  
 CHAPTER 4 COMMERCIAL VEHICLE REGULATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 

PROCEDURES  
 SUBCHAPTER B REGULATIONS GOVERNING TRANSPORTATION SAFETY  

RULE §4.11   General Applicability and Definitions  

(a) The director of the Texas Department of Public Safety incorporates, by reference, the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 40,
380, 382, 385 - 387, 390 - 393, and 395 - 397 including all interpretations thereto, as
amended through July 1, 2019. All other references in this subchapter to the Code
of Federal Regulations also refer to amendments and interpretations issued through July 1,
2019.
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 The rules detailed in this section ensure: 
(1) a commercial motor vehicle is safely maintained, equipped, loaded, and operated;
(2) the responsibilities imposed on a commercial motor vehicle's operator do not impair the

operator's ability to operate the vehicle safely;
(3) the physical condition of a commercial motor vehicle's operator enables the operator to

operate the vehicle safely;
(4) commercial motor vehicle operators are qualified, by reason of training and experience,

to operate the vehicle safely; and
(5) the minimum levels of financial responsibility for motor carriers of property or passengers

operating commercial motor vehicles in interstate, foreign, or intrastate commerce is
maintained as required.

(b) Certain terms, when used in the federal motor carrier safety regulations as adopted in
subsection (a) of this section, have the following meanings, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise:
(1) Motor carrier - Has the meaning assigned by Texas Transportation Code,

Ä643.001(6) when vehicles operated by the motor carrier meet the applicability
requirements of subsection (c) of this section.

(2) Hazardous material shipper - A consignor, consignee, or beneficial owner of a
shipment of hazardous materials.

(3) Interstate or foreign commerce - All movements by motor vehicle, both interstate
and intrastate, over the streets and highways of this state.

(4) Department - The Texas Department of Public Safety.
(5) Director - The director of the Texas Department of Public Safety or the designee of the

director.
(6) Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration - The director of the Texas Department of

Public Safety for vehicles operating in intrastate commerce.
(7) Farm vehicle - Any vehicle or combination of vehicles controlled and/or operated by a

farmer or rancher being used to transport agriculture commodities, farm machinery,
and farm supplies to or from a farm or ranch.

(8) Commercial motor vehicle - Has the meaning assigned by Texas Transportation
Code, 548.001(1) if operated intrastate; commercial motor vehicle has the meaning
assigned by Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 390.5 if operated interstate.

(9) Foreign commercial motor vehicle - Has the meaning assigned by Texas
Transportation Code, Ä648.001.

(10) Agricultural commodity - Has the meaning as defined in Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations Ä395.2 and includes wood chips.

(11) Planting and harvesting seasons - Are January 1 to December 31.
(12) Producer - A person engaged in the business of producing or causing to be produced

for commercial purposes an agricultural commodity. The term includes the owner of
a farm on which the commodity is produced and the owner's tenant or
sharecropper.

(13) Off-road motorized construction equipment - Includes but is not limited to, motor scrapers
backhoes, motor graders, compactors, excavators, tractors, trenchers, bulldozers, and 
other similar equipment routinely found at construction sites and that is occasionally 
moved to or from construction sites by operating the equipment short distances on 
public highways. Off-road motorized construction equipment is not designed to 
operate in traffic and such appearance on a public highway is only incidental to its 
primary functions. Off-road motorized construction equipment is not considered to be 
a commercial motor vehicle as that term is defined in Texas Transportation Code, 
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§644.001.

(14) The phrase "The commercial driver's license requirements of part 383 of this
subchapter" as used in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä382.103(a)(1) shall mean
the commercial driver's license requirements of Texas Transportation Code, Chapter
522.

(15) For purposes of removal from safety-sensitive functions for prohibited conduct as
described in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 382.501(c), commercial motor
vehicle means a vehicle subject to the requirements of Texas Transportation Code,
Chapter 522 and a vehicle subject to Ä4.22 of this title (relating to Contract Carriers of
Certain Passengers), in addition to those vehicles enumerated in Title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations, Part 382.501(c).

(c) Applicability.
(1) The FMCSA regulations are applicable to the vehicles detailed in subparagraph (A) - (F)

of this paragraph:
(A) a vehicle or combination of vehicles with an actual gross weight or a gross

   weight rating in excess of 26,000 pounds when operating intrastate;
(B) a farm vehicle or combination of farm vehicles with an actual gross weight or

a gross weight rating of 48,000 pounds or more when operating intrastate;
(C) a vehicle designed or used to transport more than 15 passengers, including the

driver;
(D) a vehicle transporting hazardous material requiring a placard;
(E) a foreign commercial motor vehicle that is owned or controlled by a person or entity

that is domiciled in or a citizen of a country other than the United States; and
(F) a contract carrier transporting the operating employees of a railroad on a road or

highway of this state in a vehicle designed to carry 15 or fewer passengers.
(2) The regulations contained in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 392.9a, and all

interpretations thereto, are applicable to motor carriers operating exclusively in intrastate
commerce and to the intrastate operations of interstate motor carriers that have not been
federally preempted by the United Carrier Registration Act of 2005. The term "operating
authority" as used in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 392.9a, for the motor
carriers described in this paragraph, shall mean compliance with the registration
requirements found in Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 643. For purposes of
enforcement of this paragraph, peace officers certified to enforce this chapter, shall verify
that a motor carrier is not registered, as required in Texas Transportation Code, Chapter
643, before placing a motor carrier out-of-service. Motor carriers placed out-of-service
under Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 392.9a may request a review under
Ä4.18 of this title (relating to Intrastate Operating Authority Out-of-Service Review). All
costs associated with the towing and storage of a vehicle and load declared out-of-
service under this paragraph shall be the responsibility of the motor carrier and not the
department or the State of Texas.
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(3) All regulations contained in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 40, 380, 382,
385 - 387, 390 - 393 and 395 - 397, and all interpretations thereto pertaining to
interstate drivers and vehicles are also adopted except as otherwise excluded.

(4) A medical examination certificate, issued in accordance with Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations, ÄÄ391.14, 391.41, 391.43, and 391.45, shall expire on the date indicated
by the medical examiner; however, no such medical examination certificate shall be
valid for more than two years from the date of issuance.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit an employer from requiring and
enforcing more stringent requirements relating to safety of operation and employee
health and safety.

Source Note: The provisions of this §4.11 adopted to be effective March 9, 2004, 29 TexReg 2376; amended 
to be effective August 31, 2004, 29 TexReg 8375; amended to be effective January 4, 2005, 29 TexReg 
12235; amended to be effective May 22, 2005, 30 TexReg 3031; amended to be effective September 22, 2005, 
30 TexReg 6065; amended to be effective January 24, 2006, 31 TexReg 404; amended to be effective May 30, 
2006, 31 TexReg 4442; amended to be effective October 1, 2006, 31 TexReg 8109; amended to be effective 
January 28, 2007, 32 TexReg 245; amended to be effective April 30, 2007, 32TexReg 2370; amended to be 
effective August 16, 2007, 32 TexReg 5034; amended to be effective January 2, 2008, 32 TexReg 10056; 
amended to be effective June 11, 2008, 33 TexReg 4527; amended to be effective December 10, 2008, 33 
TexReg 10048; amended to be effective February 25, 2010, 35 TexReg 1470; amended to be effective 
November 8, 2010, 35 TexReg 9919; amended to be effective May 10, 2011, 36 TexReg 2995; amended to be 
effective June 26, 2012, 37 TexReg 4602; amended to be effective July 6, 2014, 39 TexReg 5190; amended to 
be effective March 29, 2015, 40 Texeg 1859; amended to be effective July 27, 2016, 41 TexReg 5432 

TITLE 37  PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS  
PART 1  TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
CHAPTER 4 COMMERCIAL VEHICLE REGULATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 

PROCEDURES  
SUBCHAPTER B REGULATIONS GOVERNING TRANSPORTATION SAFETY 
RULE §4.12   Exemptions and Exceptions  

(a) Exemptions. Exemptions to the adoptions in Ä4.11 of this title (relating to General Applicability and
Definitions) are made pursuant to Texas Transportation Code, ÄÄ644.052 - 644.054, and are adopted
as follows:
(1) Such regulations shall not apply to the following vehicles when operated intrastate:

(A) a vehicle used in oil or water well servicing or drilling which is constructed as a machine
consisting in general of a mast, an engine for power, a draw works, and a chassis
permanently constructed or assembled for such purpose or purposes;

(B) a mobile crane which is an unladen, self-propelled vehicle constructed as a machine used
to raise, shift, or lower weights;

(C) a vehicle transporting seed cotton; or
(D) concrete pumps.

(2) Drivers in intrastate commerce will be permitted to drive 12 hours following 8 consecutive hours off
duty. Drivers in intrastate commerce may not drive after having been on duty 15 hours, following 8
consecutive hours off duty. Drivers in intrastate commerce violating the 12 or 15 hour limits
provided in this paragraph shall be placed out-of-service for 8 consecutive hours. Drivers of
vehicles operating in intrastate commerce shall be permitted to accumulate the equivalent of 8
consecutive hours off duty by taking a combination of at least 8 consecutive hours off duty and
sleeper berth time; or by taking two periods of rest in the sleeper berth, providing:

(A) neither rest period in the sleeper berth is shorter than 2 hours duration;
(B) the driving time in the period immediately before and after each rest period in the sleeper
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berth, when added together, does not exceed 12 hours; 
(C) the on duty time in the period immediately before and after each rest period in the sleeper

berth, when added together, does not include any driving time after the 15th hour; and
(D) the driver may not return to driving subject to the normal hours of service requirements in

this subsection without taking at least 8 consecutive hours off duty, at least 8 consecutive
hours in the sleeper berth, or a combination of at least 8 consecutive hours off duty and
sleeper berth time.

(3) Drivers in intrastate commerce who are not transporting placardable hazardous materials and
were regularly employed in Texas as commercial vehicle drivers prior to August 28, 1989, are not
required to meet the medical standards contained in the federal regulations.

(A) For the purpose of enforcement of this regulation, those drivers who reached their 18th
birthday on or after August 28, 1989, shall be required to meet all medical standards.

(B) The exceptions contained in this paragraph shall not be deemed as an exemption from
drug and alcohol testing requirements contained in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations,
Parts 40 and 382.

(4) The maintenance of a driver's record of duty status is not required if the vehicle is operated within
a 150 air-mile radius of the driver's normal work reporting location if:

(A) the driver returns to the normal work reporting location and is released from work within 12
consecutive hours;

(B) the driver has at least 8 consecutive hours off duty separating each 12 hours on duty; and
(C) the motor carrier that employs the driver maintains and retains for a period of 6 months

true and accurate time and business records which include the following information:
(i) the time the driver reports for duty each day;
(ii) the total number of hours the driver is on duty each day;
(iii) the time the driver is released from duty each day;
(iv) the total time on duty for the preceding seven days in accordance with Title 49, Code of

Federal Regulations, Ä395.8(j)(2) for drivers used for the first time or intermittently; and
(v) the motor carrier maintains business records that provide the date, time, quantity, and

location of the delivery of a product or service, including delivery tickets or sales
invoices.

(5) The maintenance of a driver's record of duty status is not required for the driver of a ready-mix
concrete delivery vehicle if the vehicle is operated intrastate within a 150 air-mile radius of the
driver's normal work reporting location if:

(A) the driver returns to the normal work reporting location and is released from work within 14
consecutive hours;

(B) the driver has at least 8 consecutive hours off duty separating each 14 hours on duty;
(C) the driver does not exceed 12 hours maximum driving time following 8 consecutive hours

off duty; and
(D) the motor carrier that employs the driver maintains and retains for a period of 6 months

true and accurate time and business records which include:
(i) the time the driver reports for duty each day;
(ii) the total number of hours the driver is on duty each day;
(iii) the time the driver is released from duty each day;
(iv) the total time on duty for the preceding 7 days in accordance with Title 49, Code of

Federal Regulations, Ä395.8(j)(2) for drivers used for the first time or intermittently; and
(v) the motor carrier maintains business records that provide the date, time, quantity, and

location of the delivery of a product or service, including delivery tickets or sales
invoices.

(6) An electronic logging device (ELD) and an automatic on-board recording device have the meaning
as defined in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä395.2.

(7) Unless otherwise exempted, until December 16, 2019, a motor carrier operating commercial motor
vehicles intrastate shall require each of its drivers to record the driver's record of duty status:

(A) Using an ELD that meets the requirements of subpart B of Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 395;

(B) Using an automatic on-board recording device that meets the requirements of Title 49,
Code of Federal Regulations, Ä395.15; or
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(C) Manually, recorded as specified in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä395.8. The
record of duty status must be recorded in duplicate for each 24-hour period for which
recording is required.

(8) Unless otherwise exempted, a motor carrier operating commercial motor vehicles intrastate must
install and require each of its drivers to use an ELD to record the driver's duty status in
accordance with Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 395 no later than December 16, 2019.

(9) The provisions of Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 395 shall not apply to drivers
transporting agricultural commodities in intrastate commerce for agricultural purposes within a 150
air-mile radius from the source of the commodities or the distribution point for the farm supplies
during planting and harvesting seasons.

 (b) Exceptions. Exceptions adopted by the director of the Texas Department of Public Safety not
specified in Texas Transportation Code, Ä644.053, are as follows:
 (1) Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä393.86, requiring rear-end protection shall not be

applicable provided the vehicle was manufactured prior to September 1, 1991 and is used solely in
intrastate commerce.

(2) Drivers of vehicles under this section operating in intrastate transportation shall not be permitted to
drive after having worked and/or driven for 70 hours in any consecutive seven-day period. A driver
may restart a consecutive seven-day period after taking 34 or more consecutive hours off-duty.
Drivers in intrastate transportation violating the 70 hour limit provided in this paragraph will be
placed out-of-service until no longer in violation.

(3) For drivers of commercial motor vehicles operating in intrastate transportation and used
exclusively in the transportation of oilfield equipment, including the stringing and picking up of pipe
used in pipelines, and servicing of the field operations of the natural gas and oil industry, any
period of 7 consecutive days may end with the beginning of any off-duty period of 24 or more
successive hours.

(4) For drivers of a commercial motor vehicle operating in intrastate transportation and used primarily
in the transportation of construction materials and equipment, any period of 7 consecutive days
may end with the beginning of any off-duty period of 24 or more successive hours. "Transportation
of construction materials and equipment" has the meaning assigned by Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations, Ä395.2.

(5) Drivers of vehicles operating in intrastate transportation claiming the 150 air mile radius exemption
in subsection (a)(4) of this section must return to the work reporting location; be released from
work within 12 consecutive hours; and have at least 8 consecutive hours off-duty separating each
12 hours on-duty.

(6) Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä391.11(b)(1), is not adopted for intrastate drivers. The
minimum age for an intrastate driver shall be 18 years of age. Intrastate drivers in violation of this
paragraph shall be placed out-of-service until no longer in violation.

(7) Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä391.11(b)(2), is not adopted for intrastate drivers. An
intrastate driver must have successfully passed the examination for a Texas Commercial Driver's
License and be a minimum age of 18 years old.

(8) Texas Transportation Code, Ä547.401 and Ä547.404, concerning brakes on trailers weighing
15,000 pounds gross weight or less take precedence over the brake requirements in the federal
regulations for trailers of this gross weight specification unless the vehicle is required to meet the
requirements of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 121 (Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations Ä571.121) applicable to the vehicle at the time it was manufactured.

(9) Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä390.23 (Relief from Regulations), is adopted for intrastate
motor carriers with the following exceptions:
(A) Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä390.23(a)(2) is not applicable to intrastate motor

carriers making emergency residential deliveries of heating fuels or responding to a pipeline
emergency, provided the carrier:
(i) documents the type of emergency, the duration of the emergency, and the drivers utilized;

and
(ii) maintains the documentation on file for a minimum of six months. An emergency under this

paragraph is one that if left unattended would result in immediate serious bodily harm,
death or substantial property damage but does not include routine requests to re-fill empty
propane gas tanks.
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(B) The requirements of Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä390.23(c)(1) and (2), for intrastate
motor carriers shall be:
(i) the driver has met the requirements of Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 644; and
(ii) the driver has had at least eight consecutive hours off-duty when the driver has been on

duty for 15 or more consecutive hours, or the driver has had at least 34 consecutive hours
off duty when the driver has been on duty for more than 70 hours in seven consecutive
days.

(10) Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 380 (Subparts A - D), is not adopted for intrastate
motor carriers and drivers. Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 380 (Subpart E) is adopted
for intrastate motor carriers and drivers. Intrastate motor carriers and drivers must complete the
requirements of Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Ä380.500 on or before July 31, 2005.

(11) In accordance with Ä4132 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETA-LU) (Pub. L. 109-59), the hours of service regulations in this
subchapter are not applicable to utility service vehicles that operate in either interstate or intrastate
commerce. Utility service vehicles are those vehicles operated by public utilities, as defined in the
Public Utility Regulatory Act, the Gas Utility Regulatory Act, the Texas Water Code, Title 49, Code
of Federal Regulations, Ä395.2, or other applicable regulations, and charged with the responsibility
for maintaining essential services to the public to protect health and safety.

(12) The United States Department of Transportation number requirements in Texas Transportation
Code, Chapter 643 do not apply to vehicles/motor carriers operating exclusively in intrastate
commerce and that are exempted from the requirements by Texas Transportation Code,
Ä643.002.

Source Note: The provisions of this §4.12 adopted to be effective March 9, 2004, 29 TexReg 2376; amended to be 
effective August 31, 2004, 29 TexReg 8375; amended to be effective January 4, 2005, 29 TexReg 12235; amended 
to be effective January 24, 2006, 31 TexReg 404; amended to be effective May 30, 2006, 31 TexReg 4442; 
amended to be effective October 1, 2006, 31 TexReg 8109; amended to be effective January 28, 2007, 32 TexReg 
245; amended to be effective August 16, 2007, 32 TexReg 5034; amended to be effective February 25, 2010, 35 
TexReg 1470; amended to be effective December 16, 2013, 38TexReg9063; amended to be effective September 
28, 2016, 41 TexReg 7511; amended to be effective March 20, 2017, 42 TexReg 1256 
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLE ENFORCEMENT SERVICE 
Major (512) 424-2775

Motor Carrier Bureau
(512) 424-2053 CVE Training Unit (6M0):
(512) 424-5926 Lieutenant   (CVE Training/CRP 6M2,5)……………….. (512) 424-2880

5807 Guadalupe St Bldg "N"
MCB Attorney…...………..…………...…….……..…… (512) 424-2884

MCCA Admin Assistant………..………..……... (512) 424-2335
PO Box 4087 (78773-0520) Austin 787852

Training Sergeants:
Sergeant………….……………………………...……. (512) 486-6481

MCB Tech Support………………............……….……… (512) 424-2051 Sergeant………….……………………………...……. (512) 424-2695
Sergeant………….……………………………...……. (512) 486-6482
Sergeant………….……………………………...……. (512) 486-6483

MCB Lobby/Receptionist Training Specialist
or Training Specialist……………………………………. (512) 486-6480

Motor Carrier Compliance Audit Training Specialist……………………………………..

MCCA/CRP Admin Assistant………………… Training Unit Support Staff:
(512) 424-2562

   Program Supervisor……………..……...………...…. (512) 424-5381
MCCA Section Supervisor………….…….……….….. (512) 424-2747 Admin Assistant ……………………………...……...……… (512) 424-2539

6200 Guadalupe, Bldg "P", (PO Box 4087 78773-0520) Austin  78752        
Email:  CVE.Training@dps.texas.gov

Motor Carrier Safety

(512) 424-2851 (512) 424-7396

    Scale Technician………..……..……...……...…...…. 5807 Guadalupe St Bldg "N" Austin  78752
 (512) 424-5087

    DataQs/CAPPS/Inventory……………... …………… (512) 424-2850
Compliance Review Program Field Supervisors

Motor Carrier Safety Section Supervisor………………… (512) 424-2854 6M1 Field Manager  - Garland…………...…………………… (214) 861-2463
  MCS Admin Assistant..…………..…………….………… (512) 424-2050 350 W IH-30  - 75043 Fax (214) 861-2409

(MCB Open Records Request) Fax (512) 424-5262 6M2 Field Manager  - Huntsville…………………..………… (512) 424-2626
6200 Guadalupe, Bldg 'P" (PO Box 4087 78773-0520) Austin 78752 1313 University Ave - 77340 (no fax)

6M3 Field Manager - San Antonio……………………..……… (210) 531-2287
2632 Broadway Ste 402 North Bldg - 78215 (no fax)

Headquarters THP Office-Building G Annex: 6M4 Field Manager - Lubbock…………………….
1404 Lubbock Business Park Blvd Ste 100-79403

(806) 740-8788 Fax
(806) 740-8791

Captain  (Headquarters) (512) 424-2728 6M5 Field Manager - Houston………………………….....… (281) 517-1280
12230 West Road -77065-4523 Fax (281) 517-1257

6M6 Field Manager  - Weslaco…………….…………...…… (956) 565-7590
5805 N Lamar Blvd Bldg G Annex
PO Box 4087 (78773-0500)
Austin   78752 Fax (512) 424-2176 2525 N International Blvd -78596 Fax (956) 565-7599

Captain.................................................................
Admin Assistant.......................................…

(512) 424-2051
(512) 424-2052

Lieutenant (MCS/Scale/CR 6M3,6)……………………….

MOTOR CARRIER BUREAU

School Bus Safety:

School Bus Safety Coordinator…………………………

(512) 437-4740
Training Specialist……………………………………..

Cisco IP Phone Headquarters prefix  -  "8"

(512) 424-7485

MCCA Program Manager (MCCA/CRP 6M1,4)………………
(512) 424-7434

FAX (512) 424-5712
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLE ENFORCEMENT SERVICE 
Major  (214) 861-2226   North Texas Region (Reg 1) - DALLAS (Cisco IP prefix - "1")

1A THP Captain …………….………..……….…….….. (214) 861-2155 (903) 939-6031

214) 861-2221 903) 939-6035
Admin Assistant......................................… (214) 861-2229 (903) 939-6123

(1A12) Sergeant  {1A01/1E01}........................…….. (214) 861-2222 (1B15) Sergeant   {1A02/1E02)................................. (903) 939-6006

350 W. IH-30, Garland  75043 Fax (214) 861-2233 4700 University  Blvd, Tyler 75706
(1A13) Sergeant  {1A07/1E07}........................................ (972) 923-6772

Shelly Fax (903) 939-6045

Fax (903) 939-6005
(1B16) Sergeant   {1A06/1E06}……………………….. (903) 661-50231720 E Main St

Waxahachie  75165
or (972) 923-6770
Fax (972) 923-6690 1900 W. Spring St., Palestine  75803 Fax (903) 661-5040

1C THP Captain …………………...……………..…….. (817) 299-1311 (903) 575-2192
Lieutenant (HP 1C06,11; CVE 12,13)………….……………… (817) 299-1313 Lieutenant (HP D01,03,04,08;CVE D13,14)…………………... (903) 575-5363

Admin Assistant.......................................… (817) 299-1314 Admin Assistant........................................… (903) 575-2191
(1C12) Sergeant  {1A03/1E03}................................... (817) 299-1381 (903) 575-5358

(817) 299-1382 1906 N. Jefferson, Mt Pleasant  75455 Fax (903) 575-5392
Fax (817) 299-1323

(1C13) Sergeant  {1A08/1E08}…………………..………….. (940) 627-0035 (903) 796-4782
2000 S Trinity, Decatur  76234 Fax (940) 627-1513 P. O. Box 1084, Queen City  75572 Fax (903) 796-4794

Major  (281) 517-1202 (Cisco IP prefix - "2")

2A THP Captain ..….…......................................... (281) 517-1260 2B THP Captain ………........................................ (409) 924-5422
Admin Assistant..................……………….. (281) 517-1259 Admin Assistant………………...………...…….. (409) 924-5466

(281) 517-1261 (936) 699-7367
Admin Assistant..................……………….. (281) 517-1256 Admin Assistant………………...……….…….. (936) 699-7301

Fax (281) 517-1281 2809 S. John Redditt, Lufkin  75904 Fax (409) 924-5449
(281) 517-1224

Fax (281) 517-1228 (2B13) Sergeant  {2A05} …………………………….... …… (409) 924-544412230 West Road
Houston  77065 Admin Assistant………………...………...….. (409) 924-5425

7200 Eastex Frwy Beaumont   77708 Fax (409) 924-5449
(2A09) Sergeant  {2A04} …...........................………….. (281) 424-0315 (2B14) Sergeant  {2A06} ………………………………… (936) 699-7318

Fax (281) 424-6658 (936) 699-73035420 Decker Drive

Baytown   77520

Admin Assistant………………...…………….…..

2809 S. John Redditt, Lufkin   75904 Fax (936) 699-7383

2C THP Captain (Conroe)……………….................... (936) 442-2807 2D THP Captain ………………………..………........... (281) 633-4817
Admin Assistant…………..…………….……... (936) 442-2838 (281) 517-1217

(936) 442-2800 Admin Assistant………………...………...…….. (281) 633-4819
Admin Assistant…………..………….…….. (936) 442-2822
# 2 Hilbig, Conroe 77301

5505 Ave N
Rosenberg   77471

(2C13) Sergeant  {2A03} .………..……………………. (903) 322-5449 (2D10) Sergeant  {2A02} ………………...………………. (281) 633-5408
(903) 322-5449 Admin Assistant……………………....……….. (281) 633-5408

Fax (281) 633-5459
Admin Assistant..........................................
928 E. Commerce
Buffalo TX  75831

5505 Ave N
Rosenberg   77471

(2C14) Sergeant  {2A07} …………..…...……...….….. (936) 344-8553 (2D11) Sergeant..…………………..……………….……. (979) 849-5706
(936) 344-8553 Admin Assistant……………………………...………. (979) 849-5706

Fax (936) 344-8583 Fax (979) 849-5707
Admin Assistant………………………...………..
3179 IH-45 South
New Waverly   77358      NB Scale (936) 344-8553

501 South Velasco
Angleton   77515

  Southeast Texas Region (Reg 2) -    HOUSTON

Lieutenant (Tyler-HP B02,13;CVE 15,16)…………………… (

1B THP Captain ...................................................

1D THP Captain ……………………….………...……..

2B3 Lieutenant  (HPB02,07,09,13 ; CVE 13,14)……………

Admin Assistant......................................…

2CC Lieutenant  (HP C08,11; CVE 13,14)…………………
2D1 Lieutenant  (HP D01,02; CVE 10,11)………….…......

Lieutenant (Garland-HP A01,04; CVE 12,13)………….…… (

(2A08) Sergeant  {2A01} …..................................

2A3 Lieutenant   (CVE A8,A9; HP A01,A10)………………

(1D13) Sergeant  (1A04/1E04/1B17}…….…………………

(1D14) Sergeant  {1A05/1E05/1B18}………………………

624 NE Loop 820  
Hurst   76053
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLE ENFORCEMENT SERVICE 

3A - Weslaco
(956) 565-7520

(956) 565-7525 (3A10) Sergeant   (3A05)…………………………….. (956) 399-5473

(956) 565-7591     (Brownsville POE-Los Indios)
(956) 565-7524 (956) 399-5473

Fax (956) 565-7527 Fax (956) 399-24312525 N International Blvd
Weslaco    78599

Admin Assistant……...……………………....…..
POB 367/609 S FM 509
Los Indios   78567 

(3A11) Sergeant  (3A04)……………………………….….. (956) 541-4619

(956) 440-6703 (3A12) Sergeant  (3A07)……… ……..………………….. (956) 541-4619

(956) 440-6780 (Brownsville POE-Los Tomates)
 Fax (956) 440-6792 Admin Assistant…...……………………..….…. (956) 541-46191630 N Sunshine Strip

Harlingen   78550 Fax (956) 541-56352301 Courage St

Brownsville   78521  

Major   (956) 565-7508             3B - Laredo
3B THP Captain………………………….…………..……...…… (956) 728-2278

(956) 728-2261

(956) 728-2314
Fax (956) 728-2340 (3B15) Sergeant  (3B031901 Bob Bullock Loop (mailing)

Laredo    78043-9701 Admin Assistant…………………………….…

(3B12) Sergeant  (3B01)….…………………………...……. (956) 728-2210

(956) 728-2210

715 Bob Bullock Loop(physical location-78045)

1901 Bob Bullock Loop (mailing)

Laredo   78043-9701 

(3B13) Sergeant   (3B02)………………………………………… (956) 728-2200

(956) 728-2296 (3B16) Sergeant   (3B04)………………………....................

Fax (956) 728-22501901 Bob Bullock Loop (mailing)
Laredo    78043-9701 CR Fax (956) 728-2277 Fax

715 Bob Bullock Loop(physical location-78045)
1901 Bob Bullock Loop (mailing)

Laredo  78043-9701 
(3B14) Sergeant  (3B06)……………………………..…………… (956) 728-2384

Admin Assistant……………………………..……. (956) 728-3642
(Columbia POE)

Fax (956) 417-5644
515 N FM 3167
Rio Grande City    78582
(956) 716-3600

3C - Corpus Christi

3C THP Captain …………………………………………....... (361) 698-5613

(361) 698-5631 (361) 296-3391

Admin Assistant….......................................... (361) 698-5672 Admin Assistant……….….…………………………… (361) 296-3391
(361) 698-5632

Fax (361) 296-3799
Admin Assistant…........................................ (361) 698-5566

6336 S Hwy 77
Riviera     78379 (aka Kingsville)

Fax (361) 698-55041922 S. Padre Island Dr.

Corpus Christi    78416-1399 (361) 325-2619

(3C12)  Sergeant  (3C07)………………………..……...……… (361) 668-8296 Admin Assistant………….…...…….………...… (361) 325-2619

Admin Assistant………………….….…...…….…… (361) 668-8296 PO Box 463  Falfurrias  78356 Fax (361) 325-4636
300 S Johnson  Alice  78332 Fax (361) 668-4535

3C11-CMV Program Supervisor (Riviera & Falfurrias)

Admin Assistant………………………..……..……

Lieutenant  (HP A07,08;CVE 9,10,11,12) …………………..…

Admin Assistant………………………..……..……

(956) 728-2385

Admin Assistant………………………..……..……

3A THP Captain  (THP 3A)………….……………...….

Lieutenant  (3C10,C11,3C12; HPC13) ………..………

(956) 417-5644

FAL Scale:  SB (361) 325-2746   NB (361) 325-4765

(3C11)  Sergeant  (3C02,3C03)……………...……..……

Major  (Weslaco) (956) 565-7510

Major  (Weslaco) (956) 565-7510

Lieutenant  (CVE 3B12,13,14,15,16,17) …….……………………

Admin Assistant…………………………….…….

Admin Assistant…………………………….….

  South Texas Region (Reg 3) -    WESLACO

(3A09) Sergeant  (3A03) ..…………....………………………

(3C10)  Sergeant  (3C01)…………….……………..…….

(956) 728-2200

Admin Assistant………………………………...

(956) 728-2200
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLE ENFORCEMENT SERVICE 
Major   (Weslaco) (956) 565-7510  3D - McAllen

3D THP Captain …………….…………………......……. (956) 984-5799
Admin Assistant………………………………….. (956) 984-5798 (3D13)  Sergeant  (3A02)…………………...……………... (956) 782-9261

(956) 565-7572 Admin Assistant………..……...………….……. (956) 782-9261
(956) 565-7571

Fax (956) 984-5730
(3D14) Sergeant   (3A06)………………………………….. (956) 782-9261

 Admin Assistant………………………..…….… (956) 782-9261
(956) 565-7580 (3D15) Sergeant  (3A08)…..………………………….. (956) 782-9261

Admin Assistant………………………….………... (956) 565-7581  Admin Assistant…………………………….…. (956) 782-9261
2525 N International Blvd,Weslaco  78599 Fax (956) 565-7599 301 Capote Central Ave, Pharr   78577 Fax (956) 782-4913

Major   (956) 565-7508 3E - Del Rio
3E THP Captain ……………….…………..……..…….. (830) 703-1215

Admin Assistant…………………......................... (830) 703-1201 (3E10)  Sergeant  {3C05} …………………..………..…. (830) 757-5325
2012 Veterans Blvd. Del Rio - 78840 Fax (830) 703-1298 (830) 757-5337

Lieutenant   (3E9,E10,E11).………………...….…… (830) 752-6912
Admin Assistant……………..…...…………..….
555 S. Monroe,  Eagle Pass  78852 Fax (830) 757-5355

Admin Assistant {Del Rio}…………………................. (830) 703-1247
Lisa' Fax (830) 703-1298 (3E11) Sergeant  (3C06} …..………………...…………. (830) 768-1849

(3E09) Sergeant  {3C04} ……………………………… (830) 752-6914 Admin Assistant………………..…………….... (830) 768-1849
(830) 752-6915 Fax (830) 775-9030Admin Assistant…………………………...…….

32 Foster Maldonado.  Eagle Pass  78852 Fax (830) 752-6962
2012 Veterans Blvd 
Del Rio    78840 (Del Rio POE)

Major  (915) 849-4182 (Cisco IP prefix - "4")

4A THP Captain ……………………..…………...…… (432) 498-2141 4B THP Captain ………………………….……………………. (915) 849-4002
CVE 4B09,B10,B11,B12,B13,B14,B15,B16.

Admin Assistant…………………………..…….
2405 S. Loop 250 W. Midland 79703 Fax (432) 498-2147 11612 Scott Simpson El Paso 77936 Fax (915) 790-5380

(432) 498-2181 (915) 838-7715
Admin Assistant……………………...……………… (432) 498-2180 650 Gateway North, El Paso   79905

(432) 498-2182 Admin Assistant…………..…….……………....…… (915) 838-77152405 S. Loop 250 W.
Midland    79703 Fax (432) 498-2495 (4B09)  Sergeant  (BOTA POE)..(4A05)….…..……….… (915) 838-7800

(4B10)  Sergeant (BOTA POE)..(4A06)……….………… (915) 838-7715
(4A05)  Sergeant (4A04/4A19)…………………..…………… (432) 363-7400 (4B11) Sergeant (4A07)……..………………………...… (915) 838-7800

1910 IH 20 West, Odessa  79762 Fax (432) 363-7465 650 Gateway North, El Paso   79927 Fax (915) 838-7716

(4A09)  Sergeant  (4A02/4A17) ................................ (325) 223-6881 (4B12)  Sergeant  (Ysleta POE) (4A08)………….……... (915) 790-5300
Admin Assistant…………………………………..…… (325) 223-6880 (4B13)  Sergeant   (Ysleta POE) (4A09) …...............……… (915) 790-5300
1600 W Loop 306, San Angelo  76904 Fax (325) 223-6931 9670 Rio Del Norte, El Paso 79927 Fax (915) 790-5380

(4A16)  Sergeant  (4A01)……….....……………….… (432) 498-2182

Admin Assistant…………………………………..…… (432) 498-2758 2302 W. Dickinson, Fort Stockton 79735 Fax (432) 336-6811

2405 S. Loop 250 W., Midland  79703 Fax (432) 498-2495

(915) 790-5311(432) 498-2140

(4B14)  Sergeant  (4A03/4A18)..…………………………….... (432) 336-1000

4A4-D Lieutenant  (HP4A2;CVE 4A05,09,16) ……………

CVE 4A05,A09,A16.

(3D12) Sergeant   (3A01)………………….…………

4B3-C Lieutenant(B09,10,11,12,13,14)  ……………

Admin Assistant…………………………………….…

Pharr POE-Reynosa
111 Palmshores Dr, La Joya  78560Admin Assistant………………………….….…..

1414 N Bicentenial Blvd, McAllen  78501

   West Texas Region (Reg 4) -   EL PASO

              (Camino Real BSIF)

Lieutenant   (D12,D13,D14,D15)  ..……...…...…..…
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLE ENFORCEMENT SERVICE 
Major   (806) 740-8987 (Cisco IP prefix - "5")

5A THP Captain .......................................................... (806) 740-8990 5B THP Captain ..……………………..………...….….. (806) 468-1310

(806) 740-8931 (940) 937-2548
Admin Assistant…........................................... (806) 740-8992     1700 Avenue F NW, Ste A, Childress  79201 Fax (903) 937-6679

(5B09)  Sergeant (5A04/5B12).......................................... (940) 937-25481404 Lubbock Business Park Blvd Ste 100
Lubbock TX  79402 Admin Assistant………….….………………………… (940) 937-2548

1700 Ave. F, NW,  Childress  79201 Fax (940) 937-6679
(5A09)  Sergeant (5A01) ............................................… (806) 740-8718 (806) 468-1312

Fax (806) 740-8929 (5B11)  Sergeant  (5A03) ................................................. (806) 468-13301404 Lubbock Business Park Blvd Ste 100
Lubbock TX  79402   4200 Canyon Dr, Amarillo  79109 Fax (806) 468-1443

(5A10)  Sergeant (5A02) ................................................. (940) 851-5531 (325) 795-4020
Admin Assistant…............................................ (940) 851-5587 (325) 795-4066

Fax (940) 851-5576 2720 Industrial Blvd. Abilene  796055505 North Central Frwy
Wichita Falls TX  76306-1010 (5C08)  Sergeant  ......................................................... (325) 795-4060

Admin Assistant…………………………...……….… (325) 795-4060
333 Pine,  Colorado City 79512

(5C09)  Sergeant  (5A05/5A11)......................................... (325) 795-4060
Admin Assistant…………………………...……….… (325) 795-4013
2720 Industrial Blvd. Abilene  79605 Fax (325) 795-4114

Major  (210) 531-2269 (Cisco IP prefix - "6")

6A THP Captain   {Waco}..................................... (254) 759-7160 6C THP Captain   {San Antonio}................................. (210) 531-2206
1617 E. Crest Drive, Waco TX  76705 Fax (254) 759-7171 (210) 531-4318

6A-3 Lieutenant  (HP 04,07; CVE 11)................................ (254) 759-7168 (210) 531-2245
Admin Assistant……..………………………………. (254) 759-7143 (210) 531-2247

(6A11)  Sergeant (6A06) ......................................... (254) 759-7169 Fax (210) 531-2226
1617 E. Crest Drive,Waco TX 76706 Fax (254) 759-7170

6502 S. New Braunfels Ave.
San Antonio TX  78223

6B THP Captain    {Austin}..................................... (512) 997-4101 830) 665-8035
6B-1 Lieutenant  (HP 01,4,5,11) …………………......... (512) 997-4104
6B-2 Lieutenant  (HP 02,3,7,8) ……………….......... Fax (830) 665-8007
6B-3 Lieutenant  (HP 06,9; CVE 10,12)………………..........

203 S. Teel, Devine TX  78016
SB Scale (830) 665-8049 NB Scale (830) 663-9948

9000 N. IH-35.Austin TX 78753
512) 353-4245 (361) 578-3463

Admin Assistant……………………………..... (512) 353-4245 Admin Assistant…………………………………. (361) 578-3405
1400 IH-35 North,San Marcos 78666 Fax (512) 353-4986           8802 N Navarro,Victoria TX  77904 Fax (361) 578-3447

512) 997-4120
Admin Assistant............................................. (512) 997-4142

Fax

(512) 997-4015

(6C17)  Sergeant  (6A03) ...........................................

(830) 665-8035

Lieutenant (HP 5B04,05,06; CVE 5B09)……………………..Lieutenant  (5A09,A10)..................................................

(512) 997-4116

(512) 997-4103

9000 N. IH-35.Austin 78753

(6B09)  Sergeant  (6A04)……….…………………………… (

(6B12) Sergeant  (6A05)………………………………......… (

6C-4 Lieutenant  (HP 05;CVE 15,16,17)…………….…..
Admin Assistant………………………………..

Admin Assistant………………………………..…….

Lieutenant (HP 5B01,03,10; CVE 5B11)……………….…

Lieutenant (West: HP 5C05,06,07; CVE 09)…………………

(6C16)  Sergeant (6A02)…………………....…………… (

  Central Texas Region (Reg 6) -    SAN ANTONIO

  Northwest Texas Region (Reg 5) -    LUBBOCK

(6C15)  Sergeant (6A01) ..................................................

5C THP Captain ..……………………..………..….…..
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How to Obtain Manuals and Forms 

The Department does not stock or supply manuals and forms. Printing firms, state motor carrier 
associations, or other sources can be contacted for resource information. 

Forms contained in this book can be copied and implemented in a motor carriers operation for 
regulatory compliance. In addition, the FMCSA has published MyPlanner at https://csa.fmcsa.dot.gov/
safetyplanner/ with templates to help motor carriers comply with federal safety regulations.. 

Important Websites 
* Hyperlinks marked with an “*” have an underscore (“_”) where the underlined space appears.

Texas Department of Public Safety 
www.dps.texas.gov 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) official website: 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov 

Nearest FMCSA field office: 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/mission/field-offices 

Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) 
http://www.dot.state.tx.us/ 

How do I obtain a Texas DOT (TXDMV) number? 
http://www.TXDMV.gov or call 1-888-368-4689 

How do I start a trucking business? 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration/getting-started 

Where can I find the federal safety regulations and interpretations? 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/rulesregs/fmcsrhome.htm 

Where can I find a copy of ñA Texas Motor Carrierôs Guide to Highway Safetyò? 
http://www.dps.texas.gov/InternetForms/Forms/MCS-9.pdf 
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Where can I download a copy of the Texas drug testing forms? 
http://www.dps.texas.gov/InternetForms/Forms/MCS-9.pdf 

Where can I find information on farming operations? 
www.dps.texas.gov/InternetForms/Forms/CVE-13.pdf 

Where can I obtain the booklet ñA Texas Guide to Farm Vehicle Complianceò? 
www.dps.texas.gov/InternetForms/Forms/CVE-13.pdf 

How do I obtain a US DOT number? 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/factsfigs/formspubs.htm or call 1-800-832-5660 

How do I obtain a hazardous materials registration number? 
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov 

Where can I find descriptive statistics concerning the truck and bus industry? 
 https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/data-and-statistics/commercial-motor-vehicle-facts 

How can I obtain data about a motor carrier, broker, or freight forwarderôs application, insurance and process agent? 
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/ 

Where can I file forms and pay fees for registration, insurance and fines? 
http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/ 

How can I obtain my motor carrier profile? Where can I find detailed information about my companyôs safety 
performance? Where can I find my motor carrier safety ratings, inspections and accident summary data? 

http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/CSP_Order.asp* 

How can I change the name and address of my business online? 
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration-licensing/registration-licensing.htm  

Then select ñOnline Registration and Licensing Systemò 

How do I report safety violations? 
https://nccdb.fmcsa.dot.gov/nccdb/home.aspx 

Where can I find the latest information about safety programs? 
www.ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/safetyprogram/Home.aspx 

Where can I find consumer information about the transportation of household goods? 
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/protect-your-move 

Where can I find consumer information about the transportation of hazardous materials? 
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov  

How can I obtain the latest research and analysis on truck and bus safety? 
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/ and http://ai.volpe.dot.gov/ 

Texas State Law 
https://www.sll.texas.gov/ (select Government, then Laws, then Codes) 

Secretary of State (Texas Administrative Code) 
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/tac 
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International Fuels Tax Agreement information (Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts) 
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/fuels/ifta.php 

Compliance Safety Accountability (CSA) 
http://csa.fmcsa.dot.gov 

Motor Carrier Analysis and Information Resources Online 
http://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov 

Safety Measurement System Data 
http://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/sms 

Pre-employment Screening Program 
www.psp.fmcsa.dot.gov 

To Obtain Forms: 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (TXDMV): 
1-888-DMVgotx (368-4689)
http://www.txdmv.gov

United States Department of Transportation (USDOT): 
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/mission/forms 

 Commercial/Consumer Complaint Form
 Crash Cost Worksheet
 Do-It-Yourself
 Education and Technical Assistance Program
 Form OP-1 (MX)
 Form OP-2
 Hazardous Materials Incident Report (Form F 5800.1)
  Guidance For Preparing Hazardous Materials Incident Reports
 Medical Examination Report Form
 Motor Carrier Licensing Forms
 Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program
 NASS Crash Data Collection Forms
 PRISM Brochure
 Skill Performance Evaluation (SPE)
 USDOT Number Application Form (MCS-150, MCS-150A, MCS-150B)

xxii A Texas Motor Carrier's Guide to Highway Safety



Part 380 - Special Training Requirements 

37 Texas Administrative Code 4.12(b)(8) 
Texas has adopted all of Part 380 for interstate transportation, but only Subpart E for intrastate 
transportation. 

Entry Level Driver Training (Part 380, Subpart E, Sections 380.500 to 380.513)

Compliance Timeline (380.501 - 380.509) 
An entry-level driver who first began operating a CMV in interstate commerce requiring a CDL 
must receive this training before driving a CMV. 

Drivers who are required to hold a CDL and have less than one yearôs experience in operating 
commercial motor vehicles in interstate commerce are subject to the training requirements. 

Training Areas (380.503) 
 Driver qualification requirements
 Hours of service of drivers
 Driver wellness; and
 Whistleblower protection

Proof of Training (380.513) 
An employer who uses an entry-level driver must ensure the driver has received the training and has 
received a training certificate or diploma verifying that he/she received the training. The certificate or 
diploma must include the following: 

 Date of certification issuance;
 Name of training provider;
 Mailing address of training provider;
 Name of driver;
 A statement (in accordance with that listed in the final rule) that the driver has completed

training in the mandated requirements;
 The printed name of the person attesting that the driver received the training; and
 The signature of the person attesting that the driver received the training.

A copy of the Entry Level Driver Training Certificate or Diploma must be placed in the driver’s 
personnel or qualification file.  A motor carrier may use any form of certificate that substantially 
complies with 49 C.F.R. 380.513 is adequate.
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Sample Entry Level Driver Training Certificate 
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Part 382 - Controlled Substances and Alcohol Use and Testing 

Applicability (382.103) 
Drivers required to have a CDL are subject to the controlled substance and alcohol testing rules. This 
requirement extends to those drivers currently covered by the rule, including interstate and intrastate 
truck and motor coach operations. 

Exemptions from other parts of federal safety regulations do not apply to CDL and drug/alcohol testing. 
For example, each of the following types of operation must still comply with all CDL and drug/alcohol 
testing rules. 

 Federal, State, local, and tribal governments (except from other rules under 390.3(f))
 Private Motor Carriers of passengers, including church and civic organizations

(except from Hours of Service Record Keeping under 395.8(a))
 Apiarian (Beekeeping) industries (except from Driver Qualifications rules under 391.2(b))

Exemptions 
 Drivers exempt from CDL requirements by their issuing State
 Active duty military personnel
 Covered Farm Vehicle Driver

Types Of Alcohol And Controlled Substance Tests (Sections 382.301 - 382.311) 

Pre-employment (382.301): No employer shall allow a driver to perform a safety-sensitive function until 
they have received a negative controlled substance pre-employment test result. 

Post-Accident (382.303): As soon as practicable following an accident involving a CMV each employer 
shall test for alcohol and controlled substances each surviving driver: 
 Who was performing safety-sensitive functions with respect to the vehicle, if the accident

involved the loss of human life; or
 Who receives a citation under State or local law for a moving traffic violation arising from the

accident, if the accident involved:
 Bodily injury to any person who, as a result of the injury, immediately receives medical

treatment away from the scene of the accident; or
 One or more motor vehicles incurring disabling damage as a result of the accident, requiring the

motor vehicle to be transported away from the scene by a tow truck or other motor vehicle.

Type of Accident Citation Issued to CMV driver: Test must be performed by employer: 

Human Fatality Yes 
No 

Yes 
Yes 

Bodily injury with immediate medical 
treatment away from the scene 

Yes 
No 

Yes 
No 

Disabling damage to any motor 
vehicle requiring tow away 

Yes 
No 

Yes 
No 

Random (382.305): Companies must randomly test drivers at a minimum annual percentage rate of 
10%* of the number of drivers for alcohol testing, and 50%* of the number of drivers for controlled 
substances testing. The random alcohol test must be performed immediately prior, during or immediately 
after a driver is about to, or has performed a safety-sensitive function as defined in Section 382.107. All 
drivers must have an equal chance of being selected. 

*Testing rates are subject to change and can be viewed at https://www.transportation.gov/odapc/
random-testing-rates.
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The Selection Method for Random Testing (382.305(i)): Motor carriers shall select drivers 
for random testing using a scientifically valid method, such as a random number table 
or a computer-based random number generator that is matched with driversô Social Security 
numbers, payroll identification numbers, or other comparable identifying numbers. All drivers 
must have an equal chance of being selected. Drawing slips of paper from a container IS NOT 
SCIENTIFICALLY VALID. 

Each employer shall ensure that random tests conducted under this part are unannounced and that 
the dates for administering random tests are spread reasonably throughout the calendar year. 

Reasonable Suspicion (382.307): An employer shall require a driver to submit to an alcohol and/or 
controlled substance test when the employer has reasonable suspicion to believe that the driver has 
violated the prohibitions concerning alcohol and/or controlled substances. The employerôs determination 
that reasonable suspicion exists to require the driver to undergo an alcohol and/or controlled 
substances test must be based on specific, contemporaneous observations concerning the appearance, 
behavior, speech or body odors of the driver. A supervisor or company official who is trained in 
accordance with Section 382.603 shall make the required observations. 

Return-to-Duty (382.309 and Part 40, Subpart O): Each employer shall ensure that before a driver 
returns to duty requiring the performance of a safety-sensitive function after engaging in conduct 
prohibited by subpart B of Part 382, the driver shall undergo a return-to-duty alcohol test with a result 
indicating an alcohol concentration of less than 0.02 and/or the driver shall undergo a return-to-duty 
controlled substances test with a result indicating a verified negative result for controlled substances 
use. NOTE: A return to duty test is not valid unless the driver has first complied with education and/or 
treatment prescribed by a Substance Abuse Professional (40.305). A driver must be directly observed 
when submitting a sample for a return to duty test (40.67(b)). 

Follow-up (382.311 and Part 40, Subpart O): If a Substance Abuse Professional determines that a 
driver needs assistance for the misuse of alcohol, or for use of a controlled substance, an employer 
must ensure that the driver is subject to follow-up testing. A minimum of six tests must be conducted in 
the first 12 months, and the driver may only be subject to this test for a maximum of 60 months. A driver 
must be directly observed when submitting a sample for a follow-up test (40.67(b)). 

Retention of Records (382.401) 
Five Years: 
 Alcohol test results indicating a Breath Alcohol Concentration (BAC) of 0.02 or greater.
 Verified positive drug test results
 Refusals to submit to required alcohol and drug tests
 Driver evaluation and referrals
 Calibration documentation
 Records related to the administration of the alcohol and controlled substances testing programs, and
 A copy of each annual calendar year summary required by Ä382.403 (You will be notified by

FMCSA if you are required to create/maintain this).

Three Years: 
 Information from previous employers concerning drug and alcohol test results of employees

(391.23).
Two Years: 

 Records related to the alcohol and controlled substances collection process (except calibration of
breath testing equipment), and

 Records of required training of collection personnel shall be kept during the time the individual
performs these functions, and for two years afterwards.
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One Year: 
 Negative and canceled controlled substance test results
 Alcohol test results indicating a BAC of less than 0.02

Access to Records (382.405) 
All required records shall be maintained in a secure location with controlled access, and shall be made 
available for inspection by an authorized representative of the FMCSA. 

Inquiries to Previous Employers (382.413) 
A motor carrier shall inquire about the following information on a driver from the driverôs previous 
employers for a period of three years preceding the driverôs date of application. You must obtain the 
driverôs written authorization first. You may not allow anyone who refuses to give written authorization to 
operate a commercial motor vehicle. 

 Alcohol tests with a result of 0.04 alcohol concentration or greater;
 Verified positive controlled substances test results; and
 Refusals to be tested; and
 Other violations of DOT Agency drug and alcohol testing regulations and with respect to any

employee who violated a DOT drug and alcohol regulation, documentation of the employeeôs
successful completion of DOT return-to-duty requirements (including follow-up tests)

Employer Obligation to Promulgate a Policy (382.601) 
(a) General requirements. Each employer shall provide educational materials that explain the

requirements of this part and the employerôs policies and procedures with respect to meeting these
requirements.
(1) The employer shall ensure that a copy of these materials is distributed to each driver prior to the

start of alcohol and controlled substances testing under this part and to each driver subsequently
hired or transferred into a position that requires driving a commercial motor vehicle.

(2) Each employer shall provide written notice to representatives of employee organizations of the
availability of this information.

(b) Required content. The materials to be made available to drivers shall include detailed discussion of
at least the following:
(1) The identity of the person designated by the employer to answer driver questions about the

materials;
(2) The categories of drivers who are subject to the provisions of this part;
(3) Sufficient information about the safety-sensitive functions performed by those drivers to make

clear what period of the work day the driver is required to be in compliance with this part;
(4) Specific information concerning driver conduct that is prohibited by this part;
(5) The circumstances under which a driver will be tested for alcohol and/or controlled substances

under this part, including post-accident testing under 382.303(d);
(6) The procedures that will be used to test for the presence of alcohol and controlled substances,

protect the driver and the integrity of the testing processes, safeguard the validity of the test
results, and ensure that those results are attributed to the correct driver, including post-accident
information, procedures and instructions required by 382.303(d) of this part;

(7) The requirement that a driver submit to alcohol and controlled substances tests administered in
accordance with this part;

(8) An explanation of what constitutes a refusal to submit to an alcohol or controlled substances test
and the attendant consequences;

(9) The consequences for drivers found to have violated Subpart B of this part, including the
requirement that the driver be removed immediately from safety-sensitive functions, and the
procedures under Part 40, Subpart O, of this title;

(10) The consequences for drivers found to have an alcohol concentration of 0.02 or greater but less
than 0.04;
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(11) Information concerning the effects of alcohol and controlled substances use on an individualôs
health, work, and personal life; signs and symptoms of an alcohol or a controlled substances
problem (the driverôs or a co-workerôs); and available methods of intervening when an alcohol or a
controlled substances problem is suspected, including confrontation, referral to any
employee assistance program and or referral to management.

(c) Optional provision. The materials supplied to drivers may also include information on additional
employer policies with respect to the use of alcohol or controlled substances, including any
consequences for a driver found to have a specified alcohol or controlled substances level, that are
based on the employerôs authority independent of this part. Any such additional policies or
consequences must be clearly and obviously described as being based on independent authority.

(d) Certificate of receipt. Each employer shall ensure that each driver is required to sign a statement
certifying that he or she has received a copy of the materials described in this section. Each employer
shall maintain the original of the signed certificate and may provide a copy of the certificate to the
driver.

Supervisor Training (382.603) 
All persons designated to supervise drivers receive a minimum of 60 minutes of training on alcohol 
misuse and an additional 60 minutes of training on controlled substances use. The supervisor will use 
this training to determine whether reasonable suspicion exists to require a driver to undergo testing 
under Section 382.307. 

Reports of Valid Positive Results on Alcohol and Drug Tests (37 TAC 4.21) 
(a) Reporting Requirement. An employer required under the federal safety regulations to conduct

alcohol and controlled substance testing of employees shall report to the department a valid
positive result on an alcohol or controlled substance test performed as part of the carrier's alcohol
and drug testing program or consortium, as defined by Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part
382, on an employee of the carrier who holds a commercial driver license issued under Texas
Transportation Code, Chapter 522.
(1) The report must be submitted by employers within 10 days of receiving notice of a valid positive

result on an alcohol or drug test performed.
(2) Report Submission Requirements.

(12) The requirement that the following personal information collected and maintained under this part
shall be reported to the Clearinghouse:
(i) A verified positive, adulterated, or substituted drug test result;

(ii) An alcohol confirmation test with a concentration of 0.04 or higher;

(iii) A refusal to submit to any test required by subpart C of this part;

(iv) An employer's report of actual knowledge, as defined at §382.107:

(A) On duty alcohol use pursuant to §382.205;

(B) Pre-duty alcohol use pursuant to §382.207;

(C) Alcohol use following an accident pursuant to §382.209; and

(D) Controlled substance use pursuant to §382.213;

(v) A substance abuse professional (SAP as defined in §40.3 of this title) report of the successful
completion of the return-to-duty process;

(vi) A negative return-to-duty test; and

(vii) An employer's report of completion of follow-up testing.
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recollection under Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 40.197(b) is a valid positive test. 
(b) Release of Information. Information regarding Reports of Valid Positive Drug or Alcohol Tests is 

confidential and only subject to release as provided in Texas Transportation Code, 521.053. A 
request must be submitted on a form prescribed by the department that is available at the following 
Internet web site address: http://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/
(1) The request form must be mailed to MCS Section Supervisor, Motor Carrier Bureau, Texas 

Department of Public Safety, 6200 Guadalupe, MSC# 0521, Austin, Texas 78752-4019, emailed to 
MCB.VRP@dps.texas.gov or sent by facsimile to (512) 424-5310.

(2) A requester may apply for and obtain permission to request and receive release of information via 
electronic mail. Electronic mail addresses are subject to initial and continuing verification by the 
department. A request must be submitted on a form prescribed by the department that is available 
at the following Internet web site address: http://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/. Once a 
requester has obtained permission to request and receive information via electronic mail, each 
individual request must still be made with a clearly scanned copy of the form described in 
subsection (b) of this section and be in compliance with the requirements of Texas 
Transportation Code, Ä521.053.

(c) A valid positive test result under Ä4.22 of this title (relating to Contract Carriers of Certain Passengers) 
must be reported and maintained in the same manner as reports under subsection (a) of this section. 
Such information may only be released in the same manner as described in subsection (b) of this 
section.

*IMPORTANT NOTE*
Although the FMCSA has established a Drug and Alcohol testing result clearinghouse, a motor carrier 
is still required to report all positive test results to the Texas Department of Public Safety ( 37 TAC 
4.21).

(A) The report must be submitted on a form prescribed by the department that is available at the
following Internet web site address: http://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/. All
information requested on the form must be completed. The completed form must be 
mailed to MCS Section Supervisor, Motor Carrier Bureau, Texas Department of Public 
Safety, 6200 Guadalupe, MSC# 0521, Austin, Texas 78752-4019, emailed to 
MCB.VRP@dps.texas.gov or sent by facsimile to (512) 424-5310. Unless the report is 
for a refusal to submit a sample, employers must also attach a legible copy of either 
the Federal Drug Testing, Custody and Control Form (with at least steps one through 
six completed), the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Alcohol Testing Form 
(with at least steps one through three completed), or the SIGNED Medical Review 
Officer's or Breath Alcohol Technician's report of a positive, diluted, adulterated, or 
substituted alcohol or drug test.

(B) Any requestor who has obtained permission to request and receive release of information
via electronic mail under subsection (b)(2) of this section may also submit reports via
electronic mail. The complete report must be filled out in its entirety, and must be clearly
scanned with attachments as described in paragraph (2)(A) of this subsection.

(3) When a valid positive result is obtained on an owner-operator, that owner-operator is responsible
for submission of the Report of Valid Positive Drug or Alcohol test to the department.

(4) A Medical Review Officer, Breath Alcohol Technician, laboratory, consortium, or other individuals
may submit a Report of Valid Positive Drug or Alcohol Test to the department. Reports by
laboratories or other individuals will only be entered in the department's database when verified
by the Medical Review Officer or Breath Alcohol Technician.

(5) A dilute positive drug test under Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 40.197(a) is a valid
positive result. A dilute negative drug test is not a valid positive test. A positive drug test from a
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REPORT OF VALID POSITIVE RESULT ON 
ALCOHOL TEST UNDER TRC 644.252 

A
.I

D

NAME OF MOTOR CARRIER DATE OF ALCOHOL TEST 

NAME OF INDIVIDUAL TESTED SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER CDL NUMBER & STATE BIRTHDATE 

B
.

IN
ST

R
U

C
TI

O
N

S

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE 
REPORT OF POSITIVE ALCOHOL TEST UNDER TRC 644.252: 

TO THE MOTOR CARRIER 

1. You must complete and sign the “Certificate of Motor Carrier” section.

2. You must attach a legible copy of the completed federal Alcohol Testing Form with the screening and
confirmation test results included or affixed.  If the donor refused to provide a specimen, you do not need
documentation from the Breath Alcohol Technician (BAT).

3. Deliver or mail this form and the supporting documentation to: MCS Section Supervisor, Motor Carrier
Bureau, Texas Department of Public Safety, 6200 Guadalupe, MSC# 0521, Austin, Texas 78752-4019.
Legible copies may be sent by facsimile /email to 512-424-5310 or MCB.VPR@dps.texas.gov

4. Retain a copy of this form and the completed Alcohol Testing Form in the Motor Carrier records as
required by 49 CFR Parts 40 and 382 (or other parts applicable to CDL holders).

5. You must forward this report to the department within ten days of receiving the completed test results.
 

C
.
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C
A
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M
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R
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By signing below, I the authorized representative of the Motor Carrier listed above, certify the following: 

1. The Motor Carrier listed above:    Has an in-house drug and alcohol testing program that meets the federal 
requirements of 49 CFR Parts 40 and 382 (or other parts applicable to CDL holders); OR 

Is a member of a consortium, as defined in 49 CFR 382.107, that provides drug and alcohol testing that meets the 
federal requirements of 49 CFR Parts 40 and 382 (or other parts applicable to CDL holders). 

NAME OF CONSORTIUM: 

2. The individual tested is subject to alcohol testing by the Motor Carrier, and was tested for the following reason:

Random    Reasonable Suspicion    Post-Accident    Return to Duty    Follow-up    Pre-employment
Other:                                   ; AND

Had a 0.04 or more breath alcohol level under 49 CFR Parts 40 and 382 (or other parts applicable to CDL holders) 
(NOTE: a copy of the federal Alcohol Testing Form must be provided, with the screening and confirmation test 
results included or affixed to the federal Alcohol Testing Form); OR 

Refused to submit to an alcohol test (NOTE:  Supporting documents not required) 

I further certify that I have reviewed the motor carrier’s records and that the information contained in this 
certificate is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

PRINTED NAME OF DESIGNATED MOTOR CARRIER REPRESENTATIVE TELEPHONE NUMBER 

ADDRESS 

SIGNATURE OF DESIGNATED MOTOR CARRIER REPRESENTATIVE 
X 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

Mail form/attachments to the MCS Supervisor, Motor Carrier Bureau, Texas Department of Public Safety,  6200 Guadalupe, 
MSC# 0521, Austin, Texas 78752-4019, FAX LEGIBLE copy to 512-424-5310 or email to MCB.VPR@dps.texas.gov . 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE 
REPORT OF POSITIVE ALCOHOL TEST UNDER TRC 644.252: 

¢h ¢I9 .w9!¢I ![/hIh[ ¢9/IbL/L!b ό.!¢ύ 

1. You must complete parts A & B of this form, including an original signature in Part B.
2. You must attach a copy of the Alcohol Testing Form with Steps 1‐4 completed.  If the employee refuses to sign

in Step 4, you must note  that  in  the REMARKS section of Step 3.   The  results of  the screening  test and  the
confirmation test must be printed on or affixed to the copy of the Alcohol Testing Form attached to the Report
of Positive Alcohol Test Under TRC 644.252.

3. If  this  report  is  completed  on  a  self‐employed  driver,  deliver  or mail  this  form,  along with  the  supporting
documents,  to  MCS  Section  Supervisor,  Motor  Carrier  Bureau,  Texas  Department  of  Public  Safety,  6200
Guadalupe, MSC# 0521, Austin, Texas 78752‐4019.  [ŜƎƛōƭŜ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ may be sent by facsimile to 512‐424‐
5310.

4. Retain a copy of this form and the completed Alcohol Testing Form.
5. Please forward your report to the carrier (or to the department if the carrier is an owner‐operator) within ŦƛǾŜ

days of completing the test results.

¢h ¢I9 ah¢hw /!wwL9w 

1. hōǘŀƛƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .!¢
a. LŦ  ǘƘŜ  ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴ  ǘŜǎǘŜŘ  ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΣ  ƻǊ  ǿŀǎ  ŘƛƭǳǘŜŘΣ  ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊŀǘŜŘ  ƻǊ  ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘΣ  inform  the  BAT who

verified the positive alcohol test result that he/she must complete and sign the “Certification of Breath
Alcohol Technician” section, and provide you with either a copy of  the Federal Drug Testing Custody
and Control Form with Step 6  completed, or a  report  form on  the BAT’s  letterhead and bearing  the
BAT’s  signature  showing  the  result  of  the  test.    A  report  on  the  BAT’s  letterhead must  contain  a
statement  that  the  BAT  complied with  49  CFR  Parts  40  and  382  (or  other  parts  applicable  to  CDL
holders).

b. LŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƻǊ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴΣ you do not need documentation from the BAT.
2. After receiving the completed “Certification of Breath Alcohol Technician” section and supporting documents,

you must complete and sign the “Certificate of Motor Carrier” section.
3. You must  attach  a  legible  copy  of  the  completed  federal  Alcohol  Testing  Form  with  the  screening  and

confirmation test results included or affixed.
4. Deliver  or mail  this  form  and  the  supporting  documentation  to: MCS  Section  Supervisor, Motor  Carrier

Bureau,  Texas  Department  of  Public  Safety,  6200  Guadalupe,  MSC#  0521,  Austin,  Texas  78752‐4019.
[ŜƎƛōƭŜ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ may be sent by facsimile to 512‐424‐5310.

5. Retain a copy of this form and the completed Alcohol Testing Form in the Motor Carrier records as required
by 49 CFR Parts 40 and 382 (or other parts applicable to CDL holders).

6. You must forward this report to the department within ǘŜƴ days of receiving the completed test results.
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REPORT OF VALID POSITIVE RESULT ON 
DRUG TEST UNDER TRC 644.252 

A
.I

D

NAME OF MOTOR CARRIER DATE OF DRUG TEST 

NAME OF INDIVIDUAL TESTED SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER CDL NUMBER & STATE BIRTHDATE 

B
.

IN
ST

R
U

C
TI

O
N

S

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE 
REPORT OF POSITIVE DRUG TEST UNDER TRC 644.252: 

 

 TO THE MOTOR CARRIER 

1. You must complete and sign the “Certificate of Motor Carrier” section.

2. You must attach a legible copy of the signed the Federal Drug Testing, Custody and Control Form
(with at least steps one through six completed) or the MRO’s signed report of positive controlled
substance result.  If the donor refused to provide a specimen, you do not need documentation from
the MRO.

3. Deliver or mail this form and the supporting documentation to: MCS Section Supervisor, Motor Carrier
Bureau, Texas Department of Public Safety, 6200 Guadalupe, MSC# 0521, Austin, Texas 78752-4019.
Legible copies may be sent by facsimile /email to 512-424-5310 or MCB.VPR@dps.texas.gov

4. Retain a copy of this form and the Federal Drug Testing, Custody and Control Form and/or the MRO’s
report of positive controlled substance result in the Motor Carrier records as required by 49 CFR,
Parts 40 and 382 (or other parts applicable to CDL holders).

5. You must forward your report to the department within ten days of receiving the completed test
results.

C
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By signing below, I the authorized representative of the Motor Carrier listed above, certify the following: 

1. The Motor Carrier listed above:      Has an in-house drug and alcohol testing program that meets the federal 
requirements of 49 CFR Parts 40 and 382 (or other parts applicable to CDL holders); OR 

Is a member of a consortium, as defined in 49 CFR 382.107, that provides drug and alcohol testing that meets the 
federal requirements of 49 CFR Parts 40 and 382 (or other parts applicable to CDL holders). 

NAME OF CONSORTIUM: 

2. The individual tested is subject to drug testing by the Motor Carrier, and was tested for the following reason:
 Random    Reasonable Suspicion    Post-Accident    Return to Duty    Follow-up  Pre-employment 
 Other:  ; AND 

Tested positive for a prohibited drug under 49 CFR Parts 40 and 382 (or other parts applicable to CDL holders) 
(NOTE: a copy of the federal drug testing custody and control form or the MRO’s report of positive controlled 
substance result must be attached); OR 

Refused to submit to a controlled substance test (NOTE:  Supporting documents not required) 

I further certify that I have reviewed the motor carrier’s records and that the information contained in this 
certificate is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

PRINTED NAME OF DESIGNATED MOTOR CARRIER REPRESENTATIVE TELEPHONE NUMBER 

ADDRESS 

SIGNATURE OF DESIGNATED MOTOR CARRIER REPRESENTATIVE 
X 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

Mail form/attachments to the MCS Supervisor, Motor Carrier Bureau, Texas Department of Public Safety,  6200 Guadalupe, 
MSC# 0521, Austin, Texas 78752-4019, FAX LEGIBLE copy to 512-424-5310 or email to MCB.VPR@dps.texas.gov . 
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Use this form to obtain the CDL holder’s reported positive alcohol or controlled substance 
test results information.

This form should ONLY be used if you wish to inquire whether or not a prospective driver (CDL Holder) has 
had a positive alcohol or controlled substance test result reported to the Texas Department of Public Safety in 

compliance with state law.

THIS FORM IS NOT REQUIRED FOR REPORTING A POSITIVE
ALCOHOL OR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE TEST.

1. This form must be completed in full and include the driver’s original signature. 

2. Deliver, mail or FAX the completed form to:
Texas Department of Public Safety
Motor Carrier Bureau, MSC #0521
6200 Guadalupe, Building P
Austin, Texas 78752-4019 / Facsimile: 512-424-5310
Email: MCB.VPR@dps.texas.gov

,
Print Name of CDL Holder Phone Number

,
Print full Address, City, State and Zip of CDL Holder

Driver License Number of CDL Holder State Date of Birth 

authorize release of the CDL holder’s reported positive alcohol or
controlled substance test results reported under state law to

,
Print Motor Carrier’s Name Phone Number

,
Print full Address, City, State and Zip of Motor Carrier

Signature of Driver Date

X

RELEASE OF CDL HOLDER’S REPORTED
POSITIVE ALCOHOL OR CONTROLLED

SUBSTANCE TEST RESULTS

If you wish to request and receive this information by electronic mail, submit a completed and notarized 
Electronic Mail Verification Form (MCS-32), available at the following web address:
http://www.dps. . /forms/index.htm.

Check here if CDL Holder
is requesting results on self
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FMCSA Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse (382.701 – 382.727) 

The clearinghouse is aimed at improving road safety by providing FMCSA and employers with the 
necessary tools to identify drivers who have violated federal drug and alcohol testing program 
requirements and are prohibited from operating a Commercial Motor Vehicle.  The goal of the 
clearinghouse is to ensure that such drivers receive the required evaluation and treatment before 
they have the opportunity to resume driving. The clearinghouse was implemented on January 6, 
2020 and mandated by Congress (MAP-21, Section 32402).  

The final rule can be viewed at https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/About. 

Key information regarding the clearinghouse:  
• Database contains CDL/CLP drivers’ drug and alcohol violation information
• Violations are reported by employers and medical review officers (e.g.,

positive tests, refusals, etc.)
• Includes whether a driver has successfully completed the mandatory

return-to-duty (RTD) process following a violation
• Clearinghouse information is not available to general public
• Only authorized users will be able to access the Clearinghouse for designated purposes
• Other enforcement agencies, such as State Driver’s Licensing Agencies and State law

enforcement agencies, will receive only driver eligibility status (i.e, Prohibited/Not
Prohibited)

• All Employers (including Owner-Operators) may designate a C/TPA to conduct queries,
and/or report violations, and/or report Return-To-Duty information.

• Owner-Operators must designate a C/TPA to report violations incurred by owner-operator.

Who will use the Clearinghouse? 
• Drivers who hold commercial driver’s licenses (CDLs) or commercial learner’s permits

(CLPs)*
• Employers of CDL drivers who operate commercial motor vehicles (CMVs)
• Consortia/Third-Party Administrators (C/TPAs)
• Medical Review Officers (MROs)
• Substance Abuse Professionals (SAPs)
• State Drivers Licensing Agencies (SDLAs)

Information contained by Clearinghouse 
The Clearinghouse will contain only drug and alcohol program violation information for employees 
subject to the testing requirements under the FMCSRs in 49 CFR Part 382 (no other DOT modes). 

• The Clearinghouse will only contain violations that occur on January 6, 2020 or later.
• Violation information will be retained in the Clearinghouse for 5 years, or until the RTD

follow-up testing has been completed, whichever is later
• A drug and alcohol program violation can be recorded even if the driver is not registered

in the Clearinghouse
• The Clearinghouse will associate the violation with the driver’s CDL information
• MROs and SAPs have reporting functions only
• Cannot access driver violation records, due to privacy requirements
• Can review violation information they or their Assistants have entered in the

Clearinghouse.

What actions will users take in the Clearinghouse? 
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Authorized users must register in the Clearinghouse to conduct the following actions: 

• Record – Drivers’ drug and alcohol program information in the Clearinghouse
• Consent – Authorization to conduct a query

o Requested by employers or designated C/TPAs
o Provided or refused by drivers

• Query – Determine if the Clearinghouse contains any records for the queried driver
To access and learn more about the specific actions each user can take at visit 
https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/Resource/Index/User-Roles. 

The Clearinghouse will maintain a history of an employer’s full and limited queries, including those 
conducted by a designated C/TPA.  

• This will include records of the driver’s response to consent requests for full
queries

• Employers will need to retain records of drivers’ limited consent for 3 years
• Employers must purchase a query plan to enable their users or their designated

C/TPAs to conduct queries.
• Query plans may only be purchased from the Clearinghouse website
• C/TPAs cannot purchase query plans

Reporting to the Clearinghouse (382.705)
Below is an outline of reporting entities when required information will be reported to the 
Clearinghouse: 

Prospective/Current Employer of CDL Driver
 An alcohol confirmation test with a concentration of 0.04 or higher
 Refusal to test (alcohol) as specified in 49 CFR 40.261
 Refusal to test (drug) not requiring a determination by the MRO as specified in 49

CFR 40.191
 Actual knowledge, as defined in 49 CFR 382.107, that a driver has used alcohol

on duty, used alcohol within four hours of coming on duty, used alcohol prior to
post-accident testing, or has used a controlled substance

 Negative return-to-duty test results (drug and alcohol testing, as applicable)
 Completion of follow-up testing

Service Agent acting on behalf of Current Employer of CDL Driver
 An alcohol confirmation test with a concentration of 0.04 or higher
 Refusal to test (alcohol) as specified in 49 CFR 40.261
 Refusal to test (drug) not requiring a determination by the MRO as specified in 49 CFR

40.191
 Actual knowledge, as defined in 49 CFR 382.107, that a driver has used alcohol on

duty, used alcohol within four hours of coming on duty, used alcohol prior to post-
       accident testing, or has used a controlled substance
 Negative return-to-duty test results (drug and alcohol testing, as applicable)
 Completion of follow-up testing

Medical Review Officer
 Verified positive, adulterated, or substituted drug test result
 Refusal to test (drug) requiring a determination by the MRO as specified in 49 CFR 40.191

Substance Abuse Professional
 Identification of driver and date the initial assessment was initiated
 Successful completion of treatment and/or education and the determination of

eligibility for return-to-duty testing 382-11
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Part 383 - Commercial Driver License 
The licensing provisions in Part 383 and Texas Transportation Code Chapter 522 are intended to help 
reduce accidents by setting standards that: 

 Require commercial drivers to be properly qualified and to hold a single valid CDL; and
 Disqualify drivers who do not operate CMV safely.

Note: Texas adopted Part 383 by administrative rule on September 14, 2016. The Texas CDL 
provisions in Texas Transportation Code Chapter 522 are similar to Part 383 and where there is a 
conflict between Texas Transportation Code Chapter 522 and FMCSR Part 383, statute will prevail 
over the Federal Regulation. 

Beginning September 1, 2009, when a vehicle is loaded so that the vehicle and the load weight 
exceed any weight limit listed in this Chapter, the applicable CDL will be required to operate 
that vehicle even if the Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) or Gross Combination Weight Rating 
(GCWR) is below the weight limit. 

Classes of Commercial Driver’s License (TRC 522.041) 
Class A CDL 
A motor vehicle having a gross combination weight rating or gross combination weight of 26,001 
pounds or more, whichever is greater, inclusive of a towed unit(s) with a gross vehicle weight rating or 
gross weight of more than 10,000 pounds, whichever is greater. 
 GVWR means the value specified by the manufacturer as the loaded weight of a single vehicle.

FMCSR Part 383.5
 GCWR means a value specified by the manufacturer of the power unit, if such value is displayed

on the Federal Motor Vehicle Standard (FMVSS) certification label required by the National
Highway Transportation Safety Administration, or the sum of the gross vehicle weight (GVW) of
the power unit and the towed unit(s), or any combination thereof, that produces the highest
value. Exception: The GCWR of the power unit will not be used to define a commercial motor
vehicle when the power unit is not towing another vehicle. GCWR means the value specified by
the manufacturer as the loaded weight of a combination or articulated vehicle or, if the
manufacturer has not specified a value, the sum of the gross vehicle weight rating of the power
unit and the total weight of the towed unit or units and any load on a towed unit. FMCSR Part
383.5

Class B CDL 
Any single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of 26,001 pounds or 
more, a single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of 26,001 pounds or 
more towing a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or 
less, and a vehicle designed to transport 24 passengers or more, including the driver. 

Class C CDL 
Any single vehicle or combination of vehicles that is not a Class A or Class B if the vehicle is designed to 
transport 16 - 23 passengers, including the driver; or used in the transportation of hazardous materials that 
require placards under 49 CFR, Part 172. 
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Endorsements (FMCSR Part 383.93) 
In addition to general knowledge and skills tests, drivers who operate specialized CMVs must pass 
additional tests and obtain endorsements on their CDLs, as follows: 

T –   Double/triple trailers (knowledge test)  
P –  Passenger (knowledge and skills tests)   
N –  Tank vehicle (knowledge test) 
H –  Hazardous materials (knowledge test) 
X –  Combination of tank vehicle and hazardous materials (knowledge tests) 
S –  School bus – (knowledge and skills test) 

Age Requirements 
 Interstate: Minimum age for a CDL is 21 (391.11(b)(1))
 Intrastate: Minimum age for a CDL is 18 (TRC 522.027)

Persons Exempted from Texas CDL Requirements (TRC 522.004 & FMCSR Part 383) 
 Farmer/Rancher or his employee operating a vehicle that would be classified as a CMV and is:

 Controlled and operated by a farmer or his employee;
 Used to transport agricultural products, farm machinery or farm supplies to and from a farm
 Not used in the operation of a contract or common carrier; and
 Used within 150 air miles of the person's farm or ranch.

 Persons operating firefighting or emergency vehicles necessary for the preservation of life
and property.

 Military personnel operating military vehicles.
 Persons operating recreational vehicles for personal use.
 A person operating a vehicle owned, leased or controlled by an air carrier and that is

operated exclusively at the premises of an airport.
 A vehicle used exclusively to transport seed cotton modules or cotton burrs.
 A Covered Farm Vehicle as defined in FMCSR 390.5

Texas CDL Restrictions 
L – Vehicles without air brakes. This restriction applies only to vehicles requiring a commercial driver 

license (CDL). The licensee is restricted to operating a commercial motor vehicle (CMV) which 
does not have air brakes. 

K – CDL intrastate commerce only. The licensee is restricted to operating a CMV in intrastate 
       commerce and may not drive in interstate commerce. 

P – Personal Restrictions. The licensee is restricted to operating a motor vehicle as per the restriction 
stated on the driver license. 

Y – Valid Texas vision or limb waiver required. 

Z – No full air brake equipped CMV 

Texas Vision and Limb Waivers 
The Department may provide a waiver for a person who is otherwise disqualified under Title 49, 
Code of Federal Regulations, Part 391.41(b)(1), (b)(2) or (b)(10), FOR INTRASTATE DRIVING ONLY, 
provided that the intrastate driver meets the vision or limb waiver standards as set by this 
Department. For further information, you may call the Department’s DLD - Enforcement 
Compliance Section, at 512-424-2600.

The Department MAY NOT provide a waiver under Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 
391.41(b)(1), (b)(2) or (b)(10) for an interstate driver. 
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Air Brake Restrictions (TRC 522.043(a)(1)) 
If an applicant fails the air brake section of the knowledge test, or performs the skills test in a vehicle not 
equipped with air brakes, his/her CDL, if issued, will indicate that the license holder may not operate 
any CMV equipped with air brakes. 

Notification to Employer and Licensing State (Part 383.31 and TRC 522.061) 
Upon conviction for any State or local traffic violation, a driver must notify his/her employer(s) within 30 
days. This notification must be in writing and must include the following information: 

 Driver’s full name
 Driver’s license number
 Date of conviction
 Details about the offense, including any resulting suspension, revocation, or cancellation of driving

privileges
 Indication of whether the violation happened in a CMV
 Location of offense, and
 Driver’s signature.

Disqualifying Offenses (Part 383.51) 
No employer shall knowingly allow, require, permit, or authorize a disqualified driver to drive a CMV. 
Disqualifying offenses include: 

 Driving a CMV while under the influence of alcohol.
 Driving a CMV while under the influence of a disqualifying drug or other controlled substance.
 Leaving the scene of an accident that involves a CMV.
 Using a CMV to commit a felony.
 Two serious traffic violations occurring within a three-year period.
 Violations of law that regulates the operation of a motor vehicle at a railroad grade crossing
 Driving a CMV while the person’s alcohol concentration was 0.04% or more.
 Refusing to submit to a test to determine the person’s alcohol concentration or the presence in 

the person’s body of a controlled substance.
 Causing the death of another person through the negligent or criminal operation of a CMV.
 Driving a CMV while the person’s CDL is revoked, suspended, canceled or disqualified, for an 

action or conduct that occurred while operating a CMV.
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Table 1 to Sec. 383.51 

If a driver oper- 
ates a motor 
vehicle and is 
convicted of: 

For a first convic- 
tion or refusal to 
be tested while 
operating a CMV, 
a person required 
to have a CDL 
and a CDL holder 
must be disquali- 
fied from operat- 
ing a CMV for 

For a first convic-
tion or refusal to 
be tested while 
operating a non- 
CMV, a CDL 
holder must be 
disqualified from 
operating a CMV 
for 

For a first convic-
tion or refusal to 
be tested while 
operating a CMV 
transporting haz- 
ardous materials 
required to be 
placarded under 
the Hazardous 
Materials Regula- 
tions (49 CFR 
part 172, subpart 
F), a person re- 
quired to have a 
CDL and CDL 
holder must be 
disqualified from 
operating a CMV 
for 

For a second con- 
viction or refusal 
to be tested in a 
separate incident 
of any combina- 
tion of offenses in 
this Table while 
operating a CMV, 
a person required 
to have a CDL 
and a CDL holder 
must be disquali- 
fied from operat- 
ing a CMV for 

For a second con-
viction or refusal 
to be tested in a 
separate incident 
of any combina- 
tion of offenses in 
this Table while 
operating a non- 
CMV, a CDL 
holder must be 
disqualified from 
operating a CMV 
for 

(1) Being under
the influence of
alcohol as pre- 
scribed by State
law.

1 year. 1 year. 3 years. Life. Life. 

(2) Being under
the influence of a
controlled
substance.

1 year. 1 year. 3 years. Life. Life. 

(3) Having an al-
cohol concentra-
tion of 0.04 or
greater while op-
erating a CMV.

1 year. Not applicable. 3 years. Life. Not applicable. 

(4) Refusing to
take an alcohol
test as required
by a State or
jurisdiction under
its implied con-
sent laws or
regulations as de-
fined in §383.72
of this part.

1 year. 1 year. 3 years. Life. Life. 

(5) Leaving the
scene of an
accident.

1 year. 1 year. 3 years. Life. Life. 

(6) Using the ve- 
hicle to commit a
felony, other than
a felony de-
scribed in
paragraph (b)(9)
of this table.

1 year. 1 year. 3 years. Life. Life. 
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If a driver operates 
a motor vehicle 
and is convicted of: 

For a first convic- 
tion or refusal to 
be tested while 
operating a CMV, 
a person required 
to have a CDL 
and a CDL holder 
must be disquali- 
fied from operat- 
ing a CMV for 

For a first convic-
tion or refusal to 
be tested while 
operating a non- 
CMV, a CDL 
holder must be 
disqualified from 
operating a CMV 
for 

For a first convic-
tion or refusal to 
be tested while 
operating a CMV 
transporting haz- 
ardous materials 
required to be 
placarded under 
the Hazardous 
Materials Regula- 
tions (49 CFR 
part 172, subpart 
F), a person re- 
quired to have a 
CDL and CDL 
holder must be 
disqualified from 
operating a CMV 
for 

For a second con- 
viction or refusal 
to be tested in a 
separate incident 
of any combina- 
tion of offenses in 
this Table while 
operating a CMV, 
a person required 
to have a CDL 
and a CDL holder 
must be disquali- 
fied from operat- 
ing a CMV for 

For a second con-
viction or refusal 
to be tested in a 
separate incident 
of any combina- 
tion of offenses in 
this Table while 
operating a non- 
CMV, a CDL 
holder must be 
disqualified from 
operating a CMV 
for 

(7) Driving a CMV
when, as a result
of prior violations
committed operat- 
ing a CMV, the
driver's CDL is re- 
voked, sus-
pended, or
canceled, or the
driver is disquali- 
fied from operat- 
ing a CMV.

1 year. Not applicable. 3 years. Life. Not applicable. 

(8) Causing a fa-
tality through the
negligent opera- 
tion of a CMV, in- 
cluding but not
limited to the
crimes of motor
vehicle
manslaughter,
homicide by
motor vehicle and
negligent homi- 
cide.

1 year. Not applicable. 3 years. Life. Not applicable. 

(9) Using the ve- 
hicle in the com- 
mission of a
felony involving
manufacturing,
distributing, or
dispensing a con- 
trolled substance.

Life-not eligible 
for 10-year 
reinstatement. 

Life-not eligible 
for 10-year 
reinstatement. 

Life-not eligible 
for 10-year 
reinstatement. 

Life-not eligible 
for 10-year 
reinstatement. 

Life-not eligible 
for 10-year 
reinstatement. 
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Commercial Driver License Medical Certification Requirement (37 TAC 16.23) 
Beginning March 5, 2012, all commercial drivers are required to complete a self-certification affidavit. 

When applying for or renewing a Texas commercial driver license. If you are required to maintain a 
USDOT medical examiner’s certificate, you must also present a copy of the certificate. If you have a 
medical variance, you must submit that as well. 

When filling out the self-certification affidavit you must select the type of commerce in which you 
operate. 

 Interstate non-excepted: You are an interstate non-excepted driver and must meet the
Federal DOT medical card requirements. (CDL-4)

 Interstate excepted: You are an interstate excepted driver and do not have to meet the
Federal DOT medical card requirements. (CDL-10)

 Intrastate non-excepted: You are an intrastate non-excepted driver and are required to
meet the DOT medical requirements. (CDL-5 part B)

 Intrastate excepted: You are an intrastate excepted driver and do not have to meet the DOT
medical requirements. (CDL-5 part A)

Failure to keep a current DOT medical examiners certificate (and variance, if applicable) on file with DPS 
will result in the downgrade of your commercial driver license. Any time you are issued a new medical 
examiners certificate you are required to send the new certificate and the affidavit, to the Department 
within 15 days of the DOT medical certificate issuance date. 

Form Submission 
Current CDL affidavits can be downloaded from the agency website at 
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/medCertReq.htm  
If you do not currently need to visit a driver license office to apply for or renew you CDL, you may submit 
your self-certification affidavit and if applicable, DOT medical examiner’s certificate and medical variance, 
one of the following ways: 

By email to: CDLMedCert@dps.texas.gov (must be in PDF form) 

By fax to: (512) 424-2002 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
Enforcement and Compliance Service 
Attention: CDL Section 

By mail to: Texas Department of Public Safety 
Enforcement and Compliance Service 
Attention: CDL Section 
PO Box 4087 
Austin, TX 78773 
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NOTES 



Part 385 - Safety Fitness Standards 
(also TEX. TRANSP. CODE § 644.155 and Texas Administrative Code 

Title 37, Part 1, Chapter 4, Subchapter B, Rule § 4.15) 

Based on the type of investigation a motor carrier may receive a safety rating when a Safety 
Investigator conducts an on-site review of the carrier’s compliance with the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Regulations (FMCSRs) and the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR). The Safety 
Investigator reviews records, and evaluates roadside vehicle inspection data and accidents to 
determine whether a motor carrier meets Section 385.5 Safety Fitness standard. 

Safety Fitness Determinations (385.3) 
 Satisfactory: A motor carrier has in place and functioning adequate safety management

controls to meet the safety fitness standard prescribed in Section 385.5. Safety management
controls are adequate if they are appropriate for the size and type of operation of the
particular motor carrier.

 Conditional: A motor carrier does not have adequate safety management controls in place
to ensure compliance with the safety fitness standard that could result in the occurrences
listed in Section 385.5(a) through (k).

 Unsatisfactory: A motor carrier does not have adequate safety management controls in
place to ensure compliance with the safety fitness standards which has resulted in
occurrences listed in Section 385.5(a) through (k). Motor carriers receiving an
“unsatisfactory safety rating” may be subject to the provisions of Section 385.13.

Interstate Timelines (385.11) 
An interstate motor carrier will receive written notice of the safety rating from the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA). A motor carrier transporting placardable quantities of hazardous 
materials, or operating a CMV transporting passengers that has received an “unsatisfactory” safety 
rating from the FMCSA will have 45 calendar days from the notice of proposed rating to improve the 
safety rating to “conditional” or “satisfactory.” Other motor carriers that have received an “unsatisfactory” 
safety rating will have 60 days to improve the safety rating to “conditional” or “satisfactory.” If this 
improvement does not occur, the carrier is prohibited from operating commercial motor vehicles. Also, a 
motor carrier with an “unsatisfactory” safety rating is ineligible to contract or subcontract transportation 
services with Federal agencies. 

Intrastate Timelines (37 TAC 4.15(a)(4)(D)) 
The Texas Department of Public Safety will assign a safety rating to an intrastate motor carrier. A motor 
carrier transporting placardable quantities of hazardous materials, or operating a CMV 
transporting passengers that has received an “unsatisfactory” safety rating from the Department 
will have 45 calendar days from the notice of proposed rating to improve the safety rating to 
“conditional” or “satisfactory.” Other motor carriers that have received an “unsatisfactory” safety rating 
will have 60 days to improve the safety rating to “conditional” or “satisfactory.” If this improvement 
does not occur, the carrier is prohibited from operating commercial motor vehicles. 
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Compliance Review (385.3) 
A compliance review is an on-site examination of the motor carrier's records and operations to determine 
whether the carrier meets the safety fitness standard. The review may include an examination of the 
following aspects of the motor carrier’s operations: 

 Driver’s hours of service
 Vehicle inspection and maintenance
 Driver qualification
 CDL Requirements
 Financial responsibility
 Accidents
 Hazardous materials
 Driver training
 Alcohol and controlled substance testing
 Other safety and transportation records
 Roadside vehicle out-of-service rate

A compliance review is conducted to investigate potential safety violations, to investigate complaints, or 
is in response to a carrier's request for a change in safety rating. The results of the compliance review may 
result in the initiation of an enforcement action. 

Safety Fitness Standard (385.5) 
The satisfactory safety rating is based on the degree of compliance with the safety fitness standard for 
motor carriers. To meet the safety fitness standard, the motor carrier shall demonstrate that it has 
adequate safety management controls in place that function effectively to ensure acceptable compliance 
with applicable safety requirements to reduce the risk associated with: 

 Commercial driver’s license standard violations (Part 383)
 Inadequate levels of financial responsibility (Part 387)
 The use of unqualified drivers (Part 391)
 Improper use and driving of motor vehicles (Part 392)
 Unsafe vehicles operating on the highways (Part 393)
 Failure to maintain accident registers and copies of accident reports (Texas does not require

motor carriers to maintain accident reports) (Part 390)
 The use of fatigued drivers (Part 395)
 Inadequate inspection, repair, and maintenance of vehicles (Part 396)
 Transportation of hazardous materials, driving and parking rule violations (Part 397)
 Violation of hazardous materials regulations (Parts 170 through 177)
 Motor Vehicle Accidents and Hazardous materials incidents (Part 390 & 171)
 Driver training requirements (Part 380)
 Alcohol and controlled substance testing violations (Part 382)

Final Unsatisfactory Safety Ratings/Order to Cease Transportation (385.13) 
A motor carrier issued a Final Unsatisfactory Safety Rating by the FMCSA or the Department will be 
prohibited from transporting passengers or property under the jurisdiction of that agency. Operations in 
violation of the Order to Cease Transportation may result in civil or administrative penalties. 

Request for a Departmental Review of a Safety Rating; Facts and Procedure (385.15) 
A petition for review of a safety rating, where there are factual or procedural disputes, must list all issues 
in dispute and be accompanied by any information or documents the motor carrier is relying upon as 
the basis for its petition. The request must be sent to the agency which issued the Safety Rating. 
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Request for a Change in a Safety Rating; Corrective Action Taken (385.17) 
Motor carrier’s may request a change in a safety rating when the basis for the change is evidence that 
corrective actions have been taken, and that operations currently meet the safety fitness standard 
specified in Sections 385.5 and 385.7. The request must be sent to FMCSA if the motor carrier is 
registered as an interstate carrier. For “intrastate only” motor carriers, the request must be sent to the 
Texas Department of Public Safety Motor Carrier Bureau. 

New Entrant Background Information 
(Part 385, Subpart D, Sections 385.301 to 385.337) 
What are the requirements of this rule? 
The FMCSA announced that as of January 1, 2003, new entrant interstate motor carriers domiciled in 
the U.S. or Canada must complete an application package consisting of the Motor Carrier Identification 
Report (MCS-150) and Safety Certification Application for USDOT Number (MCS-150A). Motor carriers 
may complete this application on-line at https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration/registration-forms. Once 
completed, the carrier will be granted new entrant registration (USDOT number). 

After being issued a new entrant registration, the motor carrier will be subject to an 18-month safety-
monitoring period. During this safety-monitoring period, the motor carrier will receive a safety audit and 
have their roadside crash and inspection information closely evaluated. The motor carrier will be 
required to demonstrate it has the necessary systems in place to ensure basic safety management 
controls. Failure to demonstrate basic safety management controls may result in the motor carrier having 
their new entrant registration revoked. 

Who is subject to this rule? 
All new motor carriers (private and for-hire) operating in interstate commerce must apply for registration 
(US DOT Number). Exception: Non Business Private Motor Carriers of Passengers are not subject to 
the requirement of Part 385. 

Intrastate motor carriers are not subject to this program, but must still apply for motor carrier registration 
with the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (TXDMV) and receive their motor carrier registration 
number. An intrastate motor carrier will be subject to the New Entrant Program when and if it begins 
operating interstate, even if it has been in operation for several years. 

What happens after the 18-month new entrant registration? 
The carrier will be notified in writing that the “new entrant” designation will be removed from their 
registration at the end of the 18-month safety-monitoring period, if the carrier meets the following 
requirements: 
 A safety audit was performed within the 18 month period and the carrier is not currently subject

to an out-of-service order or under a notice to take action to remedy safety management
controls; or

 Has not been deemed "unfit" following a compliance review

If a safety audit or compliance review has not been performed within the 18 month monitoring period 
through no fault of the motor carrier, the carrier will stay under the new entrant designation until a 
safety audit or compliance review can be performed.  Based on the results of the safety audit or 
compliance review, FMCSA will either:
 Remove the new entrant designation and notify the new entrant in writing that its registration has

become permanent; or
 Revoke the new entrant registration in accordance with 385.319(c).
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When did this rule go into effect? 
The rule became effective January 1, 2003. 

When will safety audits be conducted? 
New entrant motor carriers can expect to start receiving safety audits 3-6 months after they are granted 
new entrant registration. 

How will the safety audit be conducted? 
A State or Federal Auditor will conduct the audit which will consist of a review of the carrier's safety 
management system including, but are not limited to, the following: 

 Driver Qualification;
 Driver Duty Status;
 Vehicle Maintenance;
 Accident Register; and
 Controlled Substances and Alcohol use and testing requirements.

FMCSA will notify the “interstate carrier” in writing of the results of the safety audit within 45 days from 
the date it was completed. 

CSA Initiative 
Beginning in late 2010 FMCSA and DPS began evaluating the safety fitness of carriers using a new 
methodology in the safety measurement system (SMS). None of the requirements change under CSA, but 
the existing requirements will all be classified into the following broad categories: 

 Unsafe Driving
 Hours-of-Service Compliance
 Driver Fitness
 Controlled Substances/Alcohol
 Vehicle Maintenance, (to include cargo securement, December 2012)
 Hazardous Materials
 Crash Indicator

Less than satisfactory evaluations in one or more categories can result in comprehensive compliance 
reviews or a range of less intrusive alternative interventions. This may also result in future changes to 
the safety rating process. But again, it DOES NOT CHANGE federal safety regulation requirements – only 
the way your compliance history is reviewed. 

Additional information can be found at http://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/sms and http://csa.fmcsa.dot.gov. 

Where will these safety audits be conducted? 
An on-site safety audit is conducted by an FMCSA-certified investigator at a Department of 
Public Safety building, or the carrier’s place of business. An off-site Safety audit is conducted 
electronically, by submitting relevant documents to the investigator electronically by computer or by 
fax.  FMCSA/DPS will notify the carrier of the type of safety audit they have been selected for by 
phone, mail or by electronic correspondence.  
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Part 387 - Financial Responsibility for Motor Carriers 
Financial responsibility means having insurance policies or surety bonds sufficient to satisfy the minimum 
public liability requirements. Public liability means liability for bodily injury, property damage, and 
environmental restoration. Environmental restoration means restitution for the loss, damage, or 
destruction of natural resources arising out of an accidental discharge of toxic or other environmentally 
harmful materials or liquids. 

Requirement for Financial Responsibility 
Motor carriers operating CMVs in interstate, foreign, or intrastate commerce, must have at least the 
minimum amount of insurance required by law. 

 For Interstate Property Carriers, see 387.7 & 387.9
 For Interstate Passenger Carriers, see 387.31 & 387.33
 For Intrastate Carriers, see Texas Administrative Code 218.16(a)

Proof of Insurance 
The motor carrier must have proof of the minimum level of insurance at the company's principal place of 
business shown by any of the following: 

 Endorsements for Motor Carriers policies of insurance for public liability under Sections 29 and 
30 of the Motor Carrier Act of 1980 (Form MCS-90) issued by an insurer.

 Endorsements for Motor Carriers of Passengers policies of insurance for public liability under 
Section 18 of the Bus Regulatory Reform Act of 1982 (Form MCS-90B) issued by an insurer.

 A Motor Carrier Surety Bond for public liability under Section 30 of the Motor Carrier Act of 1980 
(Form MCS-82) issued by a surety.

 A Motor Carrier of Passengers Surety Bond for public liability under Section 18 of the 
Bus Regulatory Reform Act of 1982 (Form MCS-82B) issued by a surety.

 A written decision, order, or authorization of the Interstate Commerce Commission authorizing the 
motor carrier to self-insure under 49 CFR 1043.5.

These insurance forms can be obtained from (or in many cases filed online by) your insurance 
company, but are also available at: https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration/registration-forms. 

The driver of a commercial motor vehicle must have proof of insurance (usually a Cab Card) in the 
commercial motor vehicle whenever operating the vehicle, and must show it to any law enforcement 
personnel who asks to see it. 

A motor carrier required to register with FMCSA must also provide proof of insurance (if required) using 
the appropriate MCS-150 form. A motor carrier required to register with TXDMV must ensure the 
insurance carrier provides proof of insurance to TXDMV through the MCCS online system. A motor 
carrier who elects to re-register through FMCSA and UCR rather than through TXDMV must file according 
to FMCSA guidelines. For more information on registration and operating authority, see Part 392 of this 
manual. 
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43 TAC §218.16(a) 

Type of Vehicle Minimum Insurance Level 
1. Vehicles transporting household goods (gross vehicle weight,
registered weight, or gross weight rating of 26,000 lbs. or less).

$300,000 

2. Buses designed or used to transport more than 15 people, but
fewer than 27 people.

$500,000 

3. Buses designed or used to transport 27 or more people. $5,000,000 
4. Commercial school buses, regardless of the passenger
capacity as described in Transportation Code, §643.1015.

$500,000 

5. Farm trucks (gross vehicle weight, registered weight, or gross
weight rating of 48,000 lbs. or more).

$500,000 

6. Commercial motor vehicles and vehicles transporting 
household goods (gross vehicle weight, registered weight, or
gross weight rating in excess of 26,000 lbs.).

$500,000 

7. Commercial motor vehicles - Oil listed in 49 C.F.R. §172.101;
hazardous waste, hazardous materials and hazardous
substances defined in 49 C.F.R.§171.8 and listed in 49 C.F.R.
§172.101, but not mentioned in items 8 or 9 of this table.

$1,000,000 

8. Commercial motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating
of 10,001 or more pounds - Hazardous substances, as defined in
49 C.F.R. §171.8, transported in cargo tanks, portable tanks, or
hopper-type vehicles with capacities in excess of 3,500 water
gallons; or in bulk Division 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 materials.  Division
2.3, Hazard Zone A material, or Division 6.1, Packing Group I,
Hazard Zone A material; in bulk Division 2.1 or 2.2; or highway
route controlled quantities of a Class 7 material, as defined in 49
C.F.R. §173.403.

$5,000,000 

9. Commercial motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating
of less than 10,001 pounds – Any quantity of Division 1.1, 1.2, or
1.3 material; any quantity of a Division 2.3, Hazard Zone A, or
Division 6.1, Packing Group I, Hazard Zone A material; or
highway route controlled quantities of a Class 7 material as
defined in 49 C.F.R. §173.403.

$5,000,000 
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A Federal Agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor shall a person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply 
with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act unless that collection of information displays a current  
valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number for this information collection is 2126-0008. Public reporting for this collection of information 
is estimated to be approximately 2 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. All responses to this collection of information are mandatory. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or 
any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to: Information Collection Clearance Officer, Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, MC-RRA, Washington, D.C. 20590. 

Endorsement for Motor Carrier Policies of Insurance for Public Liability 

under Sections 29 and 30 of the Motor Carrier Act of 1980 

FORM MCS‐90 
Issued to  of  

(Motor Carrier name)  (Motor Carrier state or province) 

Dated at  on this  day of  ,  

Amending Policy Number:  Effective Date:  

Name of Insurance Company:  

Countersigned by:  
(authorized company representative) 

The policy to which this endorsement is attached provides primary or excess insurance, as indicated for 
the limits shown (check only one): 

This insurance is primary and the company shall not be liable for amounts in excess of $  for each accident. 

This insurance is excess and the company shall not be liable for amounts in excess of $  for each accident in excess of the 

underlying limit of $  for each accident. 

Whenever required by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA), the company agrees to furnish the FMCSA a 
duplicate of said policy and all its endorsements. The company also agrees, upon telephone request by an authorized 
representative of the FMCSA ,  to verify that the policy is in force as of a particular date. The telephone number to call is: . 

Cancellation of this endorsement may be effected by the company of the insured by giving (1) thirty-five (35) days notice in 
writing to the other party (said 35 days notice to commence from the date the notice is mailed, proof of mailing shall be 
sufficient proof of notice), and (2) if the insured is subject to the FMCSA’s registration requirements under 49 U.S.C. 13901, 
by providing thirty (30) days notice to the FMCSA (said 30 days notice to commence from the date the notice is received by 
the FMCSA at its office in Washington, DC). 

(continued on next page) 

USDOT Number: Date Received: 

Filings must be transmitted online via the Internet at http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/urs. 

United States Department of Transportation 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
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Accident includes continuous or repeated exposure to conditions or 
which results in bodily injury, property damage, or environmental 
damage which the insured neither expected nor intended. 

Motor Vehicle means a land vehicle, machine, truck, tractor, trailer, 
or semitrailer propelled or drawn by mechanical power and used on 
a highway for transporting property, or any combination thereof. 

Bodily Injury means injury to the body, sickness, or disease to any 
person, including death resulting from any of these. 

Property Damage means damage to or loss of use of tangible 
property. 

Environmental Restoration means restitution for the  loss, damage, 
or destruction of natural resources arising out of the accidental 
discharge, dispersal, release or escape into or upon the land, 
atmosphere, watercourse, or body of water, of any commodity 
transported by a motor carrier. This shall include the cost of removal 
and the cost of necessary measures taken to minimize or mitigate 
damage to human health, the natural environment, fi  shellfish 
and wildlife. 

Public Liability means liability for bodily injury, property damage, 
and environmental restoration. 

The insurance policy to which this endorsement is attached 
provides automobile liability insurance and is amended to assure 
compliance by the insured, within the limits stated herein, as a 
motor carrier of property, with Sections 29 and 30 of the Motor 
Carrier Act of 1980 and the rules and regulations of the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA). 

In consideration of the premium stated in the policy to which this 
endorsement is attached, the insurer (the company) agrees to pay, 
within the limits of liability described herein, any final judgment 
recovered against the insured for public liability resulting from 
negligence in the operation, maintenance or use of motor vehicles 
subject to the financial responsibility requirements of Sections 
29 and 30 of the Motor Carrier Act of 1980 regardless of whether 
or not each motor vehicle is specifically described in the policy 
and whether or not such negligence occurs on any route or in  
any territory authorized to be served by the insured or elsewhere. 
Such insurance as is afforded, for public liability, does not apply 
to injury to or death of the insured’s employees while engaged in 
the course of their employment, or property transported by the 
insured, designated as cargo. It is understood and agreed that 
no condition, provision, stipulation, or limitation contained in 
the policy, this endorsement, or any other endorsement thereon, 

or violation thereof, shall relieve the company from liability or  
from the payment of any final judgment, within the limits of 
liability herein described, irrespective of the financial condition, 
insolvency or bankruptcy of the insured. However, all terms, 
conditions, and limitations in the policy to which the endorsement 
is attached shall remain in full force and effect as binding between 
the insured and the company. The insured agrees to reimburse 
the company for any payment made by the company on account 
of any accident, claim, or suit involving a breach of the terms of 
the policy, and for any payment that the company would not have 
been obligated to make under the provisions of the policy except 
for the agreement contained in this endorsement. 

It is further understood and agreed that, upon failure of the 
company to pay any final judgment recovered against the insured 
as provided herein, the judgment creditor may maintain an action 
in any court of competent jurisdiction against the company to 
compel such payment. 

The limits of the company’s liability for the amounts prescribed  
in this endorsement apply separately to each accident and any 
payment under the policy because of anyone accident shall not 
operate to reduce the liability of the company for the payment of 
final judgments resulting from any other accident. 

(continued on next page) 

DEFINITIONS AS USED IN THIS ENDORSEMENT 
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Type of carriage  Commodity  transported  January 1, 1985 

(1) For‐hire (in interstate or foreign commerce, with a
gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 or more pounds).

Property  (nonhazardous)  $750,000

(2) For‐hire and Private (in interstate, foreign, or
intrastate commerce, with a gross vehicle weight rating
of 10,000 or more pounds).

Hazardous substances, as defined in 49 CFR 171.8, 
transported in cargo tanks, portable tanks, or hopper‐ 
type vehicles with capacities in excess of 3,500 water 
gallons; or in bulk Division 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 materials, 
Division 2.3, Hazard Zone A, or Division 6.1, Packing 
Group I, Hazard Zone A material; in bulk Division 2.1 or 
2.2; or highway route controlled quantities of a Class 7 
material, as defined in 49 CFR 173.403. 

$5,000,000

(3) For‐hire and Private (in interstate or foreign
commerce, in any quantity; or in intrastate commerce, 
in bulk only; with a gross vehicle weight rating of
10,000 or more pounds).

Oil listed in 49 CFR 172.101; hazardous waste, 
hazardous materials, and hazardous substances 
defined in 49 CFR 171.8 and listed in 49 CFR 172.101, 
but not mentioned in (2) above or (4) below. 

$1,000,000

(4) For‐hire and Private (In interstate or foreign
commerce, with a gross vehicle weight rating of less
than 10,000 pounds).

Any quantity of Division 1.1, 1.2, or 1.3 material; any 
quantity of a Division 2.3, Hazard Zone A, or Division 
6.1, Packing Group I, Hazard Zone A material; or 
highway route controlled quantities of a Class 7 
material as defined in 49 CFR 173.403. 

$5,000,000

*The schedule of limits shown does not provide coverage. The limits shown in the schedule are for information purposes only. 

SCHEDULE OF LIMITS — PUBLIC LIABILITY 
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A Federal Agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor shall a person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply 
with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act unless that collection of information displays a current  
valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number for this information collection is 2126-0008. Public reporting for this collection of information 
is estimated to be approximately 2 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. All responses to this collection of information are mandatory. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or 
any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to: Information Collection Clearance Officer, Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, MC-RRA, Washington, D.C. 20590. 

Endorsement for Motor Carrier Policies of Insurance for Public Liability 

under Section 18 of the Bus Regulatory Reform Act of 1982 

FORM MCS‐90B 
Issued to  of  

(Motor Carrier name)  (Motor Carrier state) 

Dated at  on this  day of  ,  

Amending Policy Number:  Effective Date:  

Name of Insurance Company:  

Countersigned by:  
(authorized company representative) 

The policy to which this endorsement is attached provides primary or excess insurance, as indicated for the limits shown (check only one): 

This insurance is primary and the company shall not be liable for amounts in excess of $  for each accident. 

This insurance is excess and the company shall not be liable for amounts in excess of $  for each accident in excess of the 

underlying limit of $  for each accident. 

Whenever required by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA), the company agrees to furnish the FMCSA a duplicate of 
said policy and all its endorsements. The company also agrees, upon telephone request by an authorized representative of the FMCSA ,  
to verify that the policy is in force as of a particular date. The telephone number to call is:  . 

Cancellation of this endorsement may be effected by the company of the insured by giving (1) thirty‐five (35) days notice in writing to 
the other party (said 35 days notice to commence from the date the notice is mailed, proof of mailing shall be sufficient proof of notice), 
and (2) if the insured is subject to the FMCSA’s registration requirements under 49 U.S.C. 13901, by providing thirty (30) days notice to 
the FMCSA (said 30 days notice to commence from the date the notice is received by the FMCSA at its office in Washington, DC). 

Accident  includes continuous or repeated exposure to 
conditions or which results in bodily injury, property damage, or 
environmental damage which the  insured neither expected nor 
intended. 

Bodily Injury means injury to the body, sickness, or disease to any 
person, including death resulting from any of these. 

Motor Vehicle means a for‐hire carrier of passengers by motor 
vehicle. 

Property Damage means damage to or loss of use of tangible 
property. 

Public Liability means liability for bodily injury, property damage, 
and environmental restoration. 

DEFINITIONS AS USED IN THIS ENDORSEMENT 

United States Department of Transportation 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
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The insurance policy to which this endorsement is attached  provides automobile 
liability insurance and is amended to assure  compliance by the insured, within the 
limits stated herein, as a  for‐hire motor carrier of passengers with Section 18 of the 
Bus Regulatory Reform Act of 1982 and the rules and regulations of  the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration. 
In consideration of the premium stated in the policy to which this endorsement is 
attached, the insurer (the company) agrees to pay,  within the limits of liability 
described herein, any final judgment  received against the insured for public  liability 
resulting from  negligence in the operation, maintenance or use of motor vehicles 
subject to the financial responsibility requirements of Sections 18  of the Bus 
Regulatory Reform Act of 1982 regardless of whether 
or not each motor vehicle is specifically described in the policy and whether or not 
such negligence occurs on any route or in   any territory authorized to be served by 
the insured or elsewhere.  Such insurance as is afforded, for public liability, does not 
apply   to injury to or death of the insured’s employees while engaged in  the course 
of their employment, or property transported by the  insured, designated as cargo. It 
is understood and agreed that no  condition, provision, stipulation, or limitation 
contained in the policy, this endorsement, or any other endorsement thereon, or 
violation thereof, shall relieve the company from liability or from 

the payment of any final judgment, within the limits of liability 
herein described, irrespective of the financial condition, insolvency 
or bankruptcy of the insured. 
However, all terms, conditions, and limitations in the policy to 
which the endorsement is attached shall remain in full force 
and effect as binding between the insured and the company. 
The insured agrees to reimburse the company for any payment 
made by the company on account of any accident, claim, or suit 
involving a breach of the terms of the policy, and for any payment 
that the company would not have been obligated to make under 
the provisions of the policy except for the agreement contained in 
this endorsement. 
It is further understood and agreed that, upon failure of the 
company to pay any final judgment recovered again the insured 
as provided herein, the judgment creditor may maintain an action 
in any court of competent jurisdiction against the company to 
compel  such payment. 
The limits of the company’s liability for the amounts prescribed  
in this endorsement apply separately to each accident and any 
payment under the policy because of any one accident shall not 
operate to reduce the liability of the company for the payment of 

final judgments resulting from any other accident. 

SCHEDULE OF LIMITS — PUBLIC LIABILITY 

For‐hire motor carriers of passengers 

operating in interstate or foreign commerce 

The Bus Regulatory Reform Act 1982 requires limits of financial responsibility 
according to  vehicle seating capacity, it is the Motor Carrier’s obligation to 
obtain the required limits of  financial responsibility. The schedule of limits 
shown on the reverse side does not provide  coverage. The limits shown in the 
schedule are for information purposes only. 

Vehicle Seating Capacity           Minimum Limits 
(1) Any vehicle with a seating capacity of 16 passengers or more $5,000,000 
(2) Any vehicle with a seating capacity of 15 passengers or less $1,500,000 
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NOTES 



Part 390 - Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations 
(General Rules applicable to All Motor Carriers) 

The FMCSRs apply to all employers, employees, and CMVs transporting property or passengers in 
interstate/intrastate commerce. 

Relief From Regulations During Emergencies (390.23) 
Relief from Parts 390-399 of the FMCSRs may be granted during declared emergencies to any motor 
carrier who provides emergency assistance. Relief from certain FMCSRs may be declared by a Federal 
or State government official having authority to declare an emergency. PLEASE READ EMERGENCY 
DECLARATIONS CLOSELY, because normally they provide relief from some but not all regulations. 

Interstate CMV (390.5): Any self-propelled or towed motor vehicle used on a highway in interstate 
commerce to transport passengers or property when the vehicle: 

 Has a GVWR or GCWR, or gross vehicle weight or gross combination weight, of 4,536 kg
(10,001 pounds) or more, whichever is greater; or

 Is designed or used to transport more than 8 passengers (including the driver) for
compensation; or

 Is designed or used to transport more than 15 passengers (including the driver) and is not used
to transport passengers for compensation; or

 Is used in transporting a quantity of hazardous material requiring placarding.

Intrastate CMV (TRC 548.001): Texas regulations shall be applicable to: 
 Vehicles with an actual gross weight or a gross weight rating in excess of 26,000 pounds except 

that the regulations will be applicable to farm vehicles with an actual gross weight, or a gross 
weight rating of 48,000 pounds or more;

 Vehicles transporting hazardous material requiring placards;
 Vehicles transporting 15 or more passengers, including the driver

In intrastate commerce such regulations shall not apply to 37 TAC 4.12(a)(1): 
 A vehicle used in oil or water well servicing or drilling which is constructed as a machine

consisting in general of a mast, an engine for power, a draw works, and a chassis permanently
constructed or assembled for such purposes.

 A mobile crane which is an unladen, self-propelled vehicle constructed as a machine used to
raise, shift or lower weights.

 A vehicle transporting a seed cotton module; or
 Concrete pumps.

Exceptions to General Applicability (390.3) 
Unless otherwise specifically provided, the FMCSRs do not apply to: 

 All school bus operations as defined in Section 390.5
 Transportation performed by the Federal government, a State, or any political subdivision of a

State, or agency established under a compact between States that has been approved by
the Congress of the United States;

 The occasional transportation of personal property by individuals not for compensation nor in
the furtherance of a commercial enterprise;
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 The transportation of human corpses or sick and injured persons;
 The operation of a fire truck and rescue vehicles while involved in emergency and related

operations
 Delivery of propane heating fuel or pipeline repair responding to a weather emergency.
 There are specific rules about certain vehicles designed to transport 9-15 passengers (including

the driver). Please refer to 390.3(f)(6) for details.

Accident Register (390.15(b)) 
Accident: An occurrence involving a CMV operating on a public road which results in at least one of the 
following: 

 A fatality
 Bodily injury to a person who, as a result of the injury, immediately receives medical treatment

away from the scene of the accident
 Disabling damage to one or more motor vehicles, requiring the vehicle(s) to be towed or

otherwise transported from the scene by a tow truck or other vehicle

An occurrence involving only loading or alighting from a stationary vehicle, or only the loading 
or unloading of cargo is not included in the term “accident.” (390.15) 

For a period of three years after an accident occurs (for accidents prior to April 29, 2003, this was only 
required for one year), motor carriers shall maintain an accident register containing at least the following 
information: 

 Date and place of accident
 Driver’s name
 Number of injuries and fatalities
 Hazardous materials (other than fuel) released, if any.

Motor carriers are also required to maintain copies of all accident reports required by State (Texas does 
not require motor carriers to maintain accident reports) or other governmental entities or insurers for a 
period of three years after an accident occurs.

Commercial Vehicle Markings - (390.21) 
Every commercial vehicle operated in interstate or intrastate commerce must be marked on both sides of 
the vehicle with the following information: 
 Motor Carrier’s legal name or trade name
 Motor Carrier’s identification number, preceded by “US DOT”
 INTRASTATE ONLY - If the carrier has not been issued a USDOT number, due to 

comparable safety program (RRC, TDLR, TABC, etc.) vehicle need only display name.
 The MC/MX number, TXDMV number and other state ID numbers are now optional in Texas.

International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) 
IFTA is a single fuel tax license issued by the base (home) state authorizing travel in all IFTA jurisdictions, 
which is designed to significantly reduce your compliance burdens for fuel tax reporting. If you are a Texas 
based carrier and operate one or more qualified motor vehicles in at least one or more member 
jurisdictions, (all 48 contiguous states of the United States) you may file an IFTA license application or 
you must purchase trip permits to travel through member jurisdictions (See 34 TAC 3.437). 

For further information about IFTA, contact the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts at 1-800-252-1383, 
or at  https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/fuels/ifta.php. 
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IFTA Qualified Motor Vehicle (International Fuel Tax Agreement Article R245): 
 Has two axles and a gross vehicle weight or registered gross weight exceeding 26,000 pounds;

or
 Has three or more axles regardless of weight; or
 Is used in combination when the weight of such combination exceeds 26,000 pounds gross vehicle

weight.

For further information on IFTA, please contact the Texas Comptroller's Office at 1-800-252-1383 or 
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/fuels/ifta.php or contact on the International Fuel Tax Association, Inc. 
at 480-839-4382 (Fax: 480-839-8821) or at www.iftach.org. A copy of the International Fuel Tax 
Agreement is available at the IFTA Inc. website. 
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Sample Accident Register Form
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Part 391 - Qualification of Drivers 

Relief From Regulations During Emergencies 
Relief from Parts 390-399 of the FMCSRs may be granted during declared emergencies to any 
motor carrier who provides emergency assistance under 390.23. However, motor carriers must still 
ensure that all drivers of CMVs meet the minimum qualifications specified in Part 391. 

Driver Requirements - Interstate (391.11) 
(a) A person shall not drive a commercial motor vehicle unless he/she is qualified to drive a

commercial motor vehicle. Except as provided in §391.63, a motor carrier shall not require or
permit a person to drive a commercial motor vehicle unless that person is qualified to drive a
commercial motor vehicle.

(b) Except as provided in Subpart G of this part, a person is qualified to drive a motor vehicle if he/she
(1) Is at least 21 years old;
(2) Can read and speak the English language sufficiently to converse with the general public, to

understand highway traffic signs and signals in the English language, to respond to official
inquiries, and to make entries on reports and records;

(3) Can, by reason of experience, training, or both, safely operate the type of commercial motor vehicle
he/she drives;

(4) Is physically qualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle in accordance with Subpart E —
Physical Qualifications and Examinations of this part;

(5) Has a currently valid commercial motor vehicle operator's license issued only by one State or
jurisdiction;

(6) Has prepared and furnished the motor carrier that employs him/her with the list of violations or
the certificate as required by §391.27;

(7) Is not disqualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle under the rules in §391.15; and
(8) Has successfully completed a driver's road test and has been issued a certificate of driver's

road test in accordance with §391.31, or has presented an operator's license or a certificate of
road test which the motor carrier that employs him/her has accepted as equivalent to a road test
in accordance with §391.33.

Driver Requirements - Intrastate (37 TAC 4.12) 
Drivers must meet the same requirements for interstate drivers except the driver must be at least 18 
years of age, and may possess an intrastate-only medical waiver endorsement on a commercial driver’s 
license. Drivers qualified intrastate but not interstate may obtain a Texas CDL with intrastate-only (K) 
restriction. 

General Requirements for Driver Qualification Files (391.51) 
(a) Each motor carrier shall maintain a driver qualification file for each driver it employs. A driver’s

qualification file may be combined with his/her personnel file.
The qualification file for a driver must include: 

(1) The driver’s application for employment completed in accordance with §391.21;
(2) A copy of the motor vehicle record received from each State record pursuant to §391.23(a)(1);
(3) The certificate of driver’s road test issued to the driver pursuant to §391.31(e), or a copy of the

license or certificate which the motor carrier accepted as equivalent to the driver’s road test
pursuant to §391.33;

(4) The motor vehicle record received from each State driver licensing agency to the annual
driver record inquiry required by §391.25(a);
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(5) A note relating to the annual review of the driver’s driving record as required by
§391.25(c)(2);

(6) A list or certificate relating to violation of motor vehicle laws and ordinances required by
§391.27;

(7) (i)The medical examiner’s certificate as required by §391.43(g) or a legible copy of the
          certificate;

(ii) Exception. For CDL holders, if the CDLIS motor vehicle record contains medical certification
status information, the motor carrier employer must meet this requirement by obtaining the CDLIS 
motor vehicle record defined at §384.105 of this chapter. That record must be obtained from the 
current licensing State and placed in the driver qualification file. After January 30, 2015, a non-
excepted, interstate CDL holder without medical certification status information on the CDLIS motor 
vehicle record is designated “not-certified” to operate a CMV in interstate commerce. After January 
30, 2015, and through June 21, 2021, a motor carrier may use a copy of the driver's current medical 
examiner's certificate that was submitted to the State for up to 15 days from the date it was issued 
as proof of medical certification.

(iii) If that driver obtained the medical certification based on having obtained a medical variance
from FMCSA, the motor carrier must also include a copy of the medical variance documentation in 
the driver qualification file in accordance with §391.51(b)(8); 
(8) A Skill Performance Evaluation Certificate obtained from a Field Administrator, Division
Administrator, or State Director issued in accordance with §391.49; or the Medical Exemption
document, issued by a Federal medical program in accordance with part 381 of this chapter; and
(9) (i) For drivers not required to have a CDL, a note relating to verification of medical
examiner listing on the National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners required by § 391.23(m)(1).

(ii) Until June 22, 2018, for drivers required to have a CDL, a note relating to verification of
medical examiner listing on the National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners required by 
§391.23(m)(2).

Investigation and Inquiries (391.23)
The FMCSA Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse became effective on January 6, 2020. Employers of 
drivers subject to the licensing requirements of Part 383 and the drug and alcohol testing 
requirements in Part 382 are required to conduct both electronic queries in the Clearinghouse and 
traditional manual inquiries with previous employers to meet the requirements of 382.413 and 
391.23(e). This will be required until January 6, 2023, at which point a query of the Clearinghouse will 
satisfy this requirement. 

Driver Investigation History File (391.53) 
(a) After October 29, 2004, each motor carrier must maintain records relating to the investigation into

the safety performance history of a new or prospective driver pursuant to paragraphs (d) and (e) of
§391.23. This file must be maintained in a secure location with controlled access.
(1) The motor carrier must ensure that access to this data is limited to those who are involved

in the hiring decision or who control access to the data. In addition, the motor carrier's insurer
may have access to the data, except the alcohol and controlled substances data.

(2) This data must only be used for the hiring decision.
(b) The file must include:

(1) A copy of the driver’s written authorization for the motor carrier to seek information about a
driver's alcohol and controlled substances history as required under §391.23(d).

(2) A copy of the response(s) received for investigations required by paragraphs (d) and (e) of
§391.23 from each previous employer, or documentation of good faith efforts to contact them.
The record must include the previous employer's name and address, the date the previous
employer was contacted, and the information received about the driver from the previous
employer. Failures to contact a previous employer, or of them to provide the required safety
performance history information, must be documented.
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Medical Exemptions 
There are exemptions to a disqualification for certain physical defects if the individual is otherwise 
qualified to drive. Contact FMCSA for information about waivers or Skills Performance Evaluations. 

Texas Vision and Limb Waivers 
The Department may provide a waiver for a person who is otherwise disqualified under Title 49, Code 
of Federal Regulations, Part 391.41(b)(1), (b)(2) or (b)(10), FOR INTRASTATE DRIVING ONLY, provided 
that the intrastate driver meets the vision or limb waiver standards as set by this Department. For 
further information, you may call the Department’s DLD - Enforcement Compliance Section, at (512) 
424-2600.

The Department MAY NOT provide a waiver under Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Part 391.41(b)(1), (b)(2) or (b)(10) for an interstate driver. 

 TEXAS MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS Texas drivers and drivers in intrastate commerce who are
not transporting placardable amounts of hazardous material and were regularly employed in
Texas as commercial vehicle drivers prior to August 28, 1989 are not required to meet the medical
standards set out in the federal regulations.

 For the purpose of enforcement of this regulation, those drivers who reached their 18th birthday
on or after August 28, 1989, shall be required to meet all medical standards.

 The exceptions contained in this paragraph shall not be deemed as an exemption from drug and
alcohol testing requirements contained in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 40 and
382.

Physical Qualifications for Drivers (391.41) 
(a)(1)(i) A person subject to this part must not operate a commercial motor vehicle unless he or she is 
medically certified as physically qualified to do so, and, except as provided in paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section, when on-duty has on his or her person the original, or a copy, of a current medical examiner’s 
certificate that he or she is physically qualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle. NOTE: Effective 
December 29, 1991, the FMCSA Administrator determined that the new Licencia Federal de Conductor 
issued by the United Mexican States is recognized as proof of medical fitness to drive a CMV. The 
United States and Canada entered into a Reciprocity Agreement effective March 30, 1999, 
recognizing that a Canadian commercial driver’s license is proof of medical fitness to drive a CMV. 
Therefore, Canadian and Mexican CMV drivers are not required to have in their possession a medical 
examiner’s certificate if the driver has been issued, and possesses, a valid commercial driver license 
issued by the United Mexican States, or a Canadian Province or Territory and whose license and 
medical status, including any waiver or exemption, can be electronically verified. Drivers from any of 
the countries who have received a medical authorization that deviates from the mutually accepted 
compatible medical standards of the resident country are not qualified to drive a CMV in the other 
countries. For example, Canadian drivers who do not meet the medical fitness provisions of the 
Canadian National Safety Code for Motor Carriers, but are issued a waiver by one of the Canadian 
Provinces or Territories, are not qualified to drive a CMV in the United States. In addition, U.S. drivers 
who received a medical variance from FMCSA are not qualified to drive a CMV in Canada. 
(ii) A person who qualifies for the medical examiner’s certificate by virtue of having obtained a medical
variance from FMCSA, in the form of an exemption letter or a skill performance evaluation certificate, must
have on his or her person a copy of the variance documentation when on-duty.

(c) The safety performance histories received from previous employers for a driver who is hired
must be retained for as long as the driver is employed by that motor carrier and for three years
thereafter.
(d) A motor carrier must make all records and information in this file available to an authorized
representative or special agent of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, an authorized State
or local enforcement agency representative, or an authorized third party, upon request or as part of any
inquiry within the time period specified by the requesting representative.
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Disqualifying Offenses (391.15) 
A driver is disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle on public highways, for the following 
offenses: 

 Revocation, suspension, or withdrawal of an operator’s license
 Conviction or forfeiture of bond for the following criminal offenses while driving a CMV:
 Driving a CMV while under the influence of alcohol.
 Driving a CMV while under the influence of a disqualifying drug or other controlled substance.
 Leaving the scene of an accident that involves a CMV.
 Using a CMV to commit a felony.
 Using a CMV to violate an Out-of-Service Order.

Penalties (See Tables under Part 383) 
 A first offender is disqualified for one year following conviction or forfeiture.
 For a second offense within three years, a driver is disqualified for three years.

Limited Record Keeping Exemptions (391.61 to 391.69) 
The following specific conditions and types of drivers are exempt from specific record keeping requirements: 

Drivers Regularly Employed Before January 1, 1971 (391.61) 
The provisions of §391.21 (relating to applications for employment), §391.23 (relating to investigations and 
inquiries), and §391.33 (relating to road tests) do not apply to a driver who has been a single-employer 
driver (as defined in §390.5 of this subchapter) of a motor carrier for a continuous period which began 
before January 1, 1971, as long as he/she continues to be a single-employer driver of that motor 
carrier. 

Multiple-Employer Driver (391.63) 
Multiple-employer driver is a driver, who in any period of seven consecutive days, is employed or used 
as a driver by more than one motor carrier.  The motor carrier must have on file the driver’s name, 
social security number, identification number, type, issuing state of his/her motor vehicle operator's 
license, medical certificate, road test and certificate, and controlled substance test results, even if that 
driver’s primary employment is with another carrier. The motor carrier must keep this information until 
three years after employment of the multiple-employer driver ceases. 

Drivers furnished by other Motor Carriers (391.65) 
A motor carrier using a driver regularly employed by another motor carrier must have on file a signed 
written certificate that includes the driver's name and signature, certification of the driver's full 
qualifications, and expiration date of the driver's medical examiner's certificate. There is a specific 
format for this certification. See 391.65. 
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Driver Qualification File Checklist 

Name of Driver SSN:

CDL Number: State: Class: Endorsements:

Date of Birth: Hire Date: Termination Date:   

The following documents are to be included in a Driver Qualification file for the duration of employment. 

Driver-specific application for employment (§391.21); 

Original motor vehicle record (MVR) requested from state(s) within 30 days of hire (§391.23); 

Road test or road test exception: 

Road test form and certificate conducted by your motor carrier (§391.31(g)), or 

Road test certificate conducted by another motor carrier within the past 3 years (§391.33(a)(2)), or 

Photocopy of a CDL accepted in lieu of road test – not applicable if hired to operate doubles, triples, or 
tankers. (Note: No subsequent copies of license renewals required.) (§391.33(a)(1)); 

Background Investigations (§391.23): 

Drivers hired on or after October 30, 2004: Safety Performance History data from all former DOT-regulated 
employers for the 3 years prior to the application date or a record of a good faith effort. This form must be 
maintained in accordance with §391.53 (secured and limited access) and may be in a separate Driver 
Investigation History file; and if applicable, any driver rebuttals to the Safety Performance History data and 
responses to the rebuttals from the former DOT-regulated employers. 

The following documents are to be included in the driver qualification file for three years from the date of execution: 

Medical certificate or MVR showing that driver is medically certified (§391.43(g)): 

Medical exam certificate, original or a copy, for all non-CDL drivers; or 

Medical exam certificate, original or a copy, kept for up to 15 days, until the CDL/CLP driver’s MVR can be 
obtained, showing current medical certificate status; or 

Current MVR showing CDL/CLP driver’s medical certification status. 

If applicable, documentation of any variance, exemption, or waiver from the physical qualification standards 
(§391.51(b)(7);

Verification that a medical examiner was listed on National Registry  
(for exams conducted after May 20, 2014) (§391.51(b)(9); 

Annual motor vehicle record (§391.25); 

Annual review of driving record (§391.25); 

Annual list or certificate of violations from driver (§391.27). 

The Driver Qualification file and Driver Investigation History file must be retained for 3 years after a driver leaves your 
employment. 

The following documents are also required and kept in the Driver Qualification file, but are not applicable to all drivers: 

Longer Combination Vehicle (LCV) Driver-Training Certificate (§380.401); and 

Entry-level driver training certificate (§380.509(b)). 

Note: This form is provided as a suggested format for ensuring your DQ files are complete. A motor 
carrier does not need to have any form at all, as long as required items are in the DQ file. 
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Multiple-Employer Driver Qualification File Checklist 

Multiple-Employer Drivers 49 CFR 391.63 

If a motor carrier employs a person as a multiple-employer driver (as defined in 49 CFR 390.5), 
the motor carrier shall comply with all required parts of 391, except the carrier need not: 

1. Require the person to furnish an application for employment (§391.21);
2. Make an inquiry into the person’s driving record during the preceding three years to the

appropriate State agency(s) and an investigation of the person’s employment record during
the preceding three years (§391.23);

3. Perform an annual driving record inquiry (§391.25)
4. Perform an annual review of the person’s driving record (§391.25); or
5. Require the person to furnish a list or certificate of violations (§391.27).

However, the interpretation to 49 CFR 391.62 (Question #2 and answer) indicates that the first or 
primary employer of a multiple-employer driver must obtain a complete driver qualification file. 
Only subsequent employers may claim this exemption. 

A Driver Qualification file for a driver meeting the “multiple employer driver” definition and 
employed under the rules in §391.63 must include: 

Driver Qualification (DQ) File Checklist 
Multiple-Employer Driver 

Name of Driver SSN: 

CDL Number:  State:  Class: Endorsements:   

Date of Birth: Hire Date: Termination Date: 

 Proof of medical certification, as described above (§391.43(g)); 

Road test form and certificate (§391.31(g)), or photocopy of a CDL or certificate accepted in lieu 
of road test (§391.33); 

 Driver’s Name and Social Security Number; and 

 Identification number, type, and issuing state of motor vehicle operator’s license. 

Drivers Borrowed From Another Motor Carrier
For drivers who meet the criteria set forth in §391.65(a)(1), a motor carrier may accept: 

A certificate completed by both the driver and primary employing motor carrier that meets the  
prescribed format in §391.65(a)(2) (Note: Motor carriers must verify the certificate’s validity via 
phone, letter, or in person). 

Note: This form is provided as a suggested format for ensuring your DQ files are complete. A motor 
carrier does not need to have any form at all, as long as required items are in the DQ file. 

Note also: Even though 49 C.F.R. 391.64 allows the carrier limited exemptions from the listed 
requirements, the carrier may still require all items necessary for a complete DQ file. 

Multiple-Employer Driver Qualification File Checklist 

391-6 A Texas Motor Carrier's Guide to Highway Safety



Sample Employment Application Form 

APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT 

COMPANY STREET ADDRESS  

CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE  

NAME  
(First) (Middle) (Maiden, if any) (Last) 

DATE OF BIRTH  SOCIAL SEC. NO.  

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

EACH ADDRESS FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS (ATTACH SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED): 

ADDRESS HOW LONG?  
(Street) (City) (State)   (Zip Code) 

ADDRESS HOW LONG?  
(Street) (City) (State)   (Zip Code) 

ADDRESS HOW LONG?  
(Street) (City) (State)   (Zip Code) 

EXPERIENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS (ATTACH SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED): 

DRIVER 
LICENSES 

STATE LICENSE NUMBER CLASS ENDORSEMENTS EXPIRATION DATE

D
RI

VI
N

G
 

CLASS OF EQUIPMENT TYPE OF EQUIPMENT 
(VAN, TANK, FLAT, ETC) 

DATES 
FROM TO

APPROXIMATE NUMBER 
OF MILES (TOTAL) 

STRAIGHT TRUCK 
TRACTOR AND SEMI-TRAILER 
TRACTOR-MULTIPLE TRAILERS 
OTHER 

AC
CI

D
EN

TS
 DATES (LAST THREE YEARS)

(LIST MOST RECENT FIRST) 
NATURE OF ACCIDENT 

(HEAD-ON, REAR END, UPSET, ETC) 
FATALITIES INJURIES 

TR
AF

FI
C 

CO
N

VI
CT

IO
N

S 
AN

D
 

FO
RF

EI
TU

RE
S LOCATION DATE CHARGE PENALTY

Note: This  form  is  provided  as  a  suggested  format  for  a  commercial  motor  vehicle  driver’s  application  for 
employment.  A motor carrier may use any format for an application for employment which complies with 391.21. 
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Sample Employment Application Form – Page 2 

Application for Employment (Reverse side, or page 2) 

ADVERSE LICENSING ACTIONS: 

A. Have you ever been denied a license, permit, or privilege to operate a motor vehicle? Y/N
B. Has any license, permit, or privilege to operate a motor vehicle been suspended or revoked? Y/N

Explain below(or attach separate sheet if more space is needed): 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD (ATTACH SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED): 

NOTE: USDOT Requires that you list your employment history for at least the last 3 years and your Commercial 
Driving Experience for the Past 10 years: 

LAST EMPLOYER 

NAME:  FROM:  

ADDRESS:  TO: 

POSITION HELD:  SALARY $ per 

SUBJECT TO FMCSRs? SUBJECT TO DOT ALCOHOL AND DRUG TESTING? 

REASON FOR LEAVING: 

SECOND LAST EMPLOYER 

NAME:  FROM:  

ADDRESS:  TO: 

POSITION HELD:  SALARY $ per 

SUBJECT TO FMCSRs? SUBJECT TO DOT ALCOHOL AND DRUG TESTING? 

REASON FOR LEAVING: 

THIRD LAST EMPLOYER 

NAME:  FROM:  

ADDRESS:  TO: 

POSITION HELD:  SALARY $ per 

SUBJECT TO FMCSRs? SUBJECT TO DOT ALCOHOL AND DRUG TESTING? 

REASON FOR LEAVING: 

APPLICANT MUST COMPLETE OR REVIEW THE ABOVE 
APPLICANT’S ORIGINAL SIGNATURE MUST APPEAR BELOW 

This certifies that this application was completed by me, and that all entries on it and information in it are 
true and complete to the best of my knowledge. 

(Date) (Applicant’s signature) 
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Safety Performance History Records Request – Page 1 

SAFETY PERFORMANCE HISTORY RECORDS REQUEST 

PART 1: TO BE COMPLETED BY PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYEE 

I, (Print Name) 
 First M.I. Last Social Security Number 

Hereby authorize: 
Date of Birth 

Previous Employer: Email:  

Street: Telephone:  

City, State, Zip: Fax No.:   

To release and forward the information requested by section 3 of this document concerning my Alcohol and Controlled 
Substances Testing records within the previous 3 years from . 

(employment application date) 

To: Prospective Employer:  

Attention: Telephone:  

Street: 

 City, State, Zip: 

In compliance with §40.25(g) and 391.23(h), release of this information must be made in a written form that ensures 
confidentiality, such as fax, email, or letter. 

Prospective employer’s fax number:   

Prospective employer’s email address:  

Applicant’s Signature Date 

This information is being requested in compliance with §40.25(g) and 391.23. 

PART 2: TO BE COMPLETED BY PREVIOUS EMPLOYER 
ACCIDENT HISTORY 

The applicant named above was employed by us. Yes � No � 

Employed as from (m/y) to (m/y) 

1. Did he/she drive motor vehicle for you? Yes �  No � If yes, what type? Straight Truck �  Tractor-Semitrailer �
Bus � Cargo Tank � Doubles/Triples �  Other (Specify)

2. Reason for leaving your employ: Discharged �  Resignation � Lay Off � Military Duty �
If there is no safety performance history to report, check here �, sign below and return.

ACCIDENTS: Complete the following for any accidents included on your accident register (§390.15(b)) that involved the 
applicant in the 3 years prior to the application date shown above, or check D here if there is no accident register data for 
this driver. 

Date Location # Injuries # Fatalities Hazmat Spill 
1.  

2. 

3. 

Please provide information concerning any other accidents involving the applicant that were reported to government 
agencies or insurers or retained under internal company policies:   

Any other remarks: 

Signature:  

Title: Date:  
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Safety Performance History Records Request – Page 2 

PREVIOUS EMPLOYER – COMPLETE PAGE 2 PART 3 

PART 3: TO BE COMPLETED BY PREVIOUS EMPLOYER 
DRUG AND ALCOHOL HISTORY 

If driver was not subject to Department of Transportation testing requirements while employed by this employer, please 
check here D, fill in the dates of employment from to , complete bottom of Part 3, 
sign, and return. 

Driver was subject to Department of Transportation testing requirements from to  . 

1. Has this person had an alcohol test with the result of 0.04 or higher alcohol concentration?
YES � NO � 

2. Has this person tested positive or adulterated or substituted a test specimen for controlled substances?
YES � NO � 

3. Has this person refused to submit to a post-accident, random, reasonable suspicion, or follow-up alcohol or
controlled substance test?

YES �    NO � 
4. Has this person committed other violations of Subpart B of Part 382, or Part 40?

YES �   NO � 
5. If this person has violated a DOT drug and alcohol regulation, did this person complete a SAP-prescribed

rehabilitation program in your employ, including return-to-duty and follow-up tests? If yes, please send
documentation back with this form.

YES �    NO � 
6. For a driver who successfully completed a SAP’s rehabilitation referral and remained in your employ, did this

driver subsequently have an alcohol test result of 0.04 or greater, a verified positive drug test, or refuse to be tested?
YES �   NO � 

In answering these questions, include any required DOT drug or alcohol testing information obtained from prior previous 
employers in the previous 3 years prior to the application date shown on page 1. 

Name:    

Company:   

Street:    

City, State, Zip: Telephone:  

Part 3 Completed by (Signature): Date:  

PART 4a: TO BE COMPLETED BY PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYER 
This form was (check one) � Faxed to previous employer  �  Mailed �  Emailed  �  Other 

By: Date:   

PART 4b: TO BE COMPLETED BY PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYER 
Complete below when information is obtained. 

Information received from:   

Recorded by: Method: � Fax  � Mail  � Email  � Telephone      

Date:  � Other  

INSTRUCTIONS TO COMPLETE THE SAFETY PERFORMANCE HISTORY RECORDS REQUEST 

PAGE 1 PART 1: Prospective Employee PAGE 2 PART 3: Previous Employer 
• Complete the information required in this section • Complete the information required in this section
• Sign and date • Sign and date
• Submit to the Prospective Employer • Return to Prospective Employer

PAGE 2 PART 4a: Prospective Employer PAGE 2 PART 4b: Prospective Employer 
• Complete the information • Record receipt of the information
• Send to Previous Employer • Retain the form

PAGE 1 PART 2: Previous Employer 
• Complete the information required in this section
• Sign and date
• Turn form over to complete SIDE 2 SECTION 3
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Safety Performance History Records Request – Page 3 

RECORDS REQUEST FOR 
DRIVER/APPLICANT SAFETY PERFORMANCE HISTORY 

This request is made by the driver/applicant in compliance with the Department of Transportation regulations. 

§391.23(i)(2)     Drivers who have previous Department of Transportation regulated employment history in the preceding
three years, and wish to review previous employer-provided investigative information must submit a written 
request to the prospective employer, which may be done at any time, including when applying, or as late as 
thirty (30) days after being employed or being notified of denial of employment.  The prospective employer 
must provide this information to the applicant within five (5) business days of receiving the written request. 
If the prospective employer has not yet received the requested information from the previous employer(s), 
then the five-business-days deadline will begin when the prospective employer receives the requested 
safety-performance history information.  If the driver has not arranged to pick up or receive the requested 
records within thirty (30) days of the prospective employer making them available, the prospective motor 
carrier may consider the driver to have waived his/her request to review the records. 

PART 1: COMPLETED BY THE DRIVER/APPLICANT 
TO: 

Prospective Employer: 

Street/P.O. Box:   

City, State, Zip: Telephone # 

FROM: 
Driver/Applicant: Social Security/I.D. # 

Street: 

City, State, Zip: Telephone # 

I am submitting this written request to obtain copies of my Department of Transportation Safety Performance History for the 
preceding three years.  I understand, for records requested from a prospective employer, that I must arrange to pick up or 
receive the requested records within thirty (30) days of the records being made available or I have waived my request to 
review the records. 

This information should be:    � sent to me at the above address. 
� I will arrange to pick up. 

Driver/Applicant Signature: Date: / / 
M D Y 

PART 2: COMPLETED BY THE PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYER 
The information must be provided to the applicant within five (5) business days of receiving the written request.  If the 
prospective employer has not yet received the requested information from the previous employer(s), then the five-business- 
days deadline will begin when the prospective employer receives the requested safety performance history information. 

Information supplied to: 

Name:    

Street: 

City, State, Zip: 

Comments:  

By: 
 Release Date: / / 

Signature/person providing information Telephone # M D Y 

COPY 1 PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYER 
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Texas DPS Application for Copy of Driving Record 
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Texas DPS Application for Copy of Driving Record – Page 2 
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Request for Driving Record (and Release) - other than Texas 

(Driver’s Name) 

(Driver’s Operators License Number) 

(Driver’s Social Security Number) 

Dear :

The above named individual has made application  with us for employment as a driver. Applicant has 
indicated that the above numbered operator’s license or permit has been issued by your state to applicant, 
and that it is in good standing. 

In accordance with 49 C.F.R. 391.23(a)(1) of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, we are required 
to make an inquiry into the applicant’s driving record during the preceding 3 years of every state in which 
the applicant has held a motor vehicle operator’s license or permit during those 3 years. 

Therefore, please certify to us what the individual’s driving record is for the preceding 3 years, or certify 
that no such record exists if that be the case. 

In the event this letter does not satisfy your requirements for making such inquiries, please send us 
instructions and forms of yours as are necessary for us to complete our inquiry into the driving record of 
this applicant. 

Respectfully yours, 

Signature of individual making this inquiry 

Printed name of person making this inquiry 

Title of person making this inquiry 

Name of Motor Carrier 

Phone Number FAX Number 

Mailing Address City State Zip Code  

Note: This form is provided as a suggested format for requesting a driving record from a jurisdiction 
other than Texas. No format is prescribed, and each jurisdiction may have its own form. 
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Road Test Examination Form 

DRIVER’S ROAD TEST EXAMINATION 

Driver’s Name Phone Number 

Driver’s Address 

City  State  Zip Code 

The road test shall be given by the motor carrier or a person designated by the motor carrier. However, a driver who 
is a motor carrier must be given the test by another person. The test shall be given by a person who is competent to 
evaluate and determine whether the person who takes the test has demonstrated that he or she is capable of 
operating the vehicle and associated equipment that the motor carrier intends to assign. 

Rating of 
Performance Task (as required by 49 C.F.R. 391.31) 

  The pre-trip inspection (as required by 49 C.F.R. 392.7) 

  Coupling and uncoupling of combination units, if the equipment he/she may drive includes 
combination units 

  Placing the commercial motor vehicle in operation 

 Use of the commercial motor vehicle’s controls and emergency equipment 

 Operating the commercial motor vehicle in traffic and while passing other vehicles 

  Turning the commercial motor vehicle 

  Braking, and slowing the commercial motor vehicle by means other than braking 

 Backing and parking the commercial motor vehicle 

  Other, please explain:   

Type of equipment used in giving the road test:   

Date   Examiner’s Signature    

Examiner’s Title   Examiner’s Printed Name 

If the road test is successfully completed, the person who gave it shall complete a certificate of driver’s road test. 

Examiner’s Remarks:     

Note:  This form is provided as a suggested format for recording a driver’s road test.  A motor carrier 
may use any format for documenting road tests which complies with 391.31. 
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Certification of Road Test 

Instructions: If a road test is successfully completed (see previous form), the person who gave it shall 
complete a certificate of driver’s road test. The original or a copy must be retained in the employing motor 
carrier’s driver qualification file for the person examined. A copy should be given to the person who 
was examined. 

CERTIFICATION OF ROAD TEST UNDER 49 C.F.R. 391.31 

Driver's name  

Social Security No.     

Operator's or Chauffeur's License No. State  

Type of power unit    

Type of trailer(s)     

If passenger carrier, type of bus  

This  is  to  certify  that  the  above-named  driver  was  given  a  road  test  under  my  supervision  on 

,  20   , consisting of approximately miles of driving. 

It is my considered opinion that this driver possesses sufficient driving skills to operate safely the type of 
commercial motor vehicle listed above. 

(Signature of examiner) 

(Title) 

(Organization and address of examiner) 

Note:  This form is provided as a suggested format for certifying a driver’s road test.  A motor carrier 
may use any format for certifying road tests which complies with 391.31. 
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Motor Vehicle Driver’s Certification of Violations 

MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVER’S CERTIFICATION OF VIOLATIONS 
Under 49 C.F.R. 391.27 

I certify that the following is a true and complete list of traffic violations (other than parking violations) for 
which I have been convicted or forfeited bond or collateral during the past 12 months. 

Date Offense Location Type of Vehicle 
 Operated  

If no violations are listed above, I certify that I have not been convicted or forfeited bond or collateral on 
account of any violation required to be listed during the past 12 months. 

Driver’s Signature Date of Certification 

Motor Carrier’s Name Motor Carrier’s Address 

Reviewed by (Signature) Reviewed by (Title) 

Reviewed by (Printed Name) Date of Review 

Note: This form is provided as a suggested format for a commercial motor vehicle driver’s certification 
of violations. A motor carrier may use any format which complies with 49 CFR 391.21. 
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Annual Review of Driving Record 

ANNUAL REVIEW OF DRIVING RECORD 
Under 49 C.F.R. 391.25 

Driver’s Name (Last, First, M.I.)   Social Security Number 

On the dates indicated below, I/we have reviewed the driving record of the above named driver 
in accordance with 49 C.F.R. 391.25 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. I/we 
considered any evidence that the driver has violated any applicable Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Regulations in this subchapter or Hazardous Materials Regulations (49 CFR chapter I, subchapter 
C). I also considered the driver's accident record and any evidence that the driver has violated 
laws governing the operation of motor vehicles. I/we gave great weight to violations, such as 
speeding, reckless driving, and operating while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, that 
indicates that the driver has exhibited a disregard for the safety of the public. Having done the 
above I find that: 

First annual review 

the driver meets the minimum requirements for safe driving, or 
the driver is disqualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 391.15. 

Reviewer’s Signature Date of Review 

Reviewer’s printed name and title Motor Carrier’s Name 

Second annual review 

the driver meets the minimum requirements for safe driving, or 
the driver is disqualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 391.15. 

Reviewer’s Signature Date of Review 

Reviewer’s printed name and title Motor Carrier’s Name 

Third annual review 

the driver meets the minimum requirements for safe driving, or 
the driver is disqualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 391.15. 

Reviewer’s Signature Date of Review 

Reviewer’s printed name and title Motor Carrier’s Name 

Note:   This form is provided as a suggested format for documenting the annual review of a driver’s driving 
record. A motor carrier may use any format for documenting the annual review which complies with 391.25. 
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To obtain the current Medical Examiners Certificate (MEC) or Medical Examiners Report (MER) go to the following link at the FMCSA 
website.  https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/medical/driver-medical-requirements/medical-applications-and-forms 

**This document contains sensitive information and is for official use only. Improper handling of this information could negatively affect individuals. Handle and secure this information appropriately to prevent 
inadvertent disclosure by keeping the documents under the control of authorized persons. Properly dispose of this document when no longer required to be maintained by regulatory requirements.** 

Medical Examiner’s Certificate
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Form MCSA-5875 OMB No. 2126-0006 Expiration Date: 9/30/2019

Medical Examination Report Form 
(for Commercial Driver Medical Certification)

U.S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration

Public Burden Statement  
A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor shall a person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of 
the Paperwork Reduction Act unless that collection of information displays a current valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number for this information collection is 2126-0006. Public reporting for this collection 
of information is estimated to be approximately 25 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. All 
responses to this collection of information are mandatory. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to: 
Information Collection Clearance Officer, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, MC-RRA, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, Washington, D.C. 20590.

MEDICAL RECORD # 

(or sticker)SECTION 1. Driver Information (to be filled out by the driver)

Last Name: First Name: Middle Initial: Date of Birth: Age:

Street Address: City: State/Province: Zip Code:

Driver's License Number: Issuing State/Province: Phone: Gender: M F

E-mail (optional): CLP/CDL Applicant/Holder*: Yes No

Driver ID Verified By**:

Has your USDOT/FMCSA medical certificate ever been denied or issued for less than 2 years? Yes No Not Sure

*CLP/CDL Applicant/Holder: See instructions for definitions. **Driver ID Verified By: Record what type of photo ID was used to verify the identity of the driver, e.g., CDL, driver's license, passport. 

DRIVER HEALTH HISTORY

Have you ever had surgery? If "yes," please list and explain below. Yes No Not Sure

Are you currently taking medications (prescription, over-the-counter, herbal remedies, diet supplements)? 
If "yes," please describe below.

Yes No Not Sure

PERSONAL INFORMATION

**This document contains sensitive information and is for official use only.  Improper handling of this information could negatively affect individuals.  Handle and secure this 
information appropriately to prevent inadvertent disclosure by keeping the documents under the control of authorized persons.  Properly dispose of this document when 
no longer required to be maintained by regulatory requirements.** 

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Medical Examination Report Form Page 1 
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Form MCSA-5875 OMB No. 2126-0006 Expiration Date: 9/30/2019

Last Name: First Name: DOB: Exam Date:

DRIVER HEALTH HISTORY (continued)

Do you have or have you ever had: Yes No
Not 
Sure

1. Head/brain injuries or illnesses (e.g., concussion)

2. Seizures, epilepsy

3. Eye problems (except glasses or contacts)

4. Ear and/or hearing problems

5. Heart disease, heart attack, bypass, or other heart 
problems

6. Pacemaker, stents, implantable devices, or other heart
procedures

7. High blood pressure

8. High cholesterol

9. Chronic (long-term) cough, shortness of breath, or other 
breathing problems

10. Lung disease (e.g., asthma)

11. Kidney problems, kidney stones, or pain/problems with
urination

12. Stomach, liver, or digestive problems

13. Diabetes or blood sugar problems

Insulin used

14. Anxiety, depression, nervousness, other mental health 
problems

15. Fainting or passing out

Yes No
Not 
Sure

16. Dizziness, headaches, numbness, tingling, or memory 
loss

17. Unexplained weight loss

18. Stroke, mini-stroke (TIA), paralysis, or weakness

19. Missing or limited use of arm, hand, finger, leg, foot, toe

20. Neck or back problems

21. Bone, muscle, joint, or nerve problems

22. Blood clots or bleeding problems

23. Cancer

24. Chronic (long-term) infection or other chronic diseases

25. Sleep disorders, pauses in breathing while asleep, 
daytime sleepiness, loud snoring

26. Have you ever had a sleep test (e.g., sleep apnea)?

27. Have you ever spent a night in the hospital?

28. Have you ever had a broken bone?

29. Have you ever used or do you now use tobacco?

30. Do you currently drink alcohol?

31. Have you used an illegal substance within the past two 
years?

32. Have you ever failed a drug test or been dependent on 
an illegal substance?

Other health condition(s) not described above: Yes No Not Sure

Did you answer "yes" to any of questions 1-32? If so, please comment further on those health conditions below. Yes No Not Sure

CMV DRIVER'S SIGNATURE

I certify that the above information is accurate and complete. I understand that inaccurate, false or missing information may invalidate the examination 
and my Medical Examiner's Certificate, that submission of fraudulent or intentionally false information is a violation of 49 CFR 390.35, and that submission 
of fraudulent or intentionally false information may subject me to civil or criminal penalties under 49 CFR 390.37 and 49 CFR 386 Appendices A and B.

Driver's Signature: Date:

SECTION 2. Examination Report (to be filled out by the medical examiner)

DRIVER HEALTH HISTORY REVIEW

Review and discuss pertinent driver answers and any available medical records. Comment on the driver's responses to the "health history" questions that may affect the 
driver's safe operation of a commercial motor vehicle (CMV).

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Medical Examination Report Form Page 2 
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Form MCSA-5875 OMB No. 2126-0006 Expiration Date: 9/30/2019

Last Name: First Name: Exam Date:DOB:

TESTING

Pulse rate: Pulse rhythm regular: Yes No Height: feet inches Weight: pounds

Blood Pressure Systolic Diastolic

Sitting

Second reading 
(optional)

Other testing if indicated

Urinalysis Sp. Gr. Protein Blood Sugar

Urinalysis is required. 
Numerical readings 
must be recorded.

Protein, blood, or sugar in the urine may be an indication for further testing to 
rule out any underlying medical problem.

Vision

Standard is at least 20/40 acuity (Snellen) in each eye with or without correction. At 
least 70° field of vision in horizontal meridian measured in each eye. The use of cor-
rective lenses should be noted on the Medical Examiner's Certificate.

Acuity Uncorrected Corrected Horizontal Field of Vision

Right Eye: 20/ 20/ Right Eye: degrees

Left Eye: 20/ 20/ Left Eye: degrees

Both Eyes: 20/ 20/ Yes No

Applicant can recognize and distinguish among traffic control 
signals and devices showing red, green, and amber colors

Monocular vision

Referred to ophthalmologist or optometrist?

Received documentation from ophthalmologist or optometrist?

Hearing

Standard: Must first perceive whispered voice at not less than 5 feet OR average 
hearing loss of less than or equal to 40 dB, in better ear (with or without hearing aid).

Check if hearing aid used for test: Right Ear Left Ear Neither
Whisper Test Results

Record distance (in feet) from driver at which a forced 
whispered voice can first be heard

Right Ear Left Ear

OR 

Audiometric Test Results

Right Ear Left Ear

500 Hz 1000 Hz 2000 Hz 500 Hz 1000 Hz 2000 Hz

Average (right): Average (left):

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

The presence of a certain condition may not necessarily disqualify a driver, particularly if the condition is controlled adequately, is not likely to worsen, or 
is readily amenable to treatment. Even if a condition does not disqualify a driver, the Medical Examiner may consider deferring the driver temporarily. 
Also, the driver should be advised to take the necessary steps to correct the condition as soon as possible, particularly if neglecting the condition could 
result in a more serious illness that might affect driving. 
Check the body systems for abnormalities.

Body System Normal Abnormal
1. General

2. Skin

3. Eyes

4. Ears

5. Mouth/throat

6. Cardiovascular

7. Lungs/chest

Body System Normal Abnormal
8. Abdomen

9. Genito-urinary system including hernias

10. Back/Spine

11. Extremities/joints

12. Neurological system including reflexes

13. Gait

14. Vascular system

Discuss any abnormal answers in detail in the space below and indicate whether it would affect the driver's ability to operate a CMV. 
Enter applicable item number before each comment.

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Medical Examination Report Form Page 3 
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Form MCSA-5875 OMB No. 2126-0006 Expiration Date: 9/30/2019

Last Name: First Name: Exam Date:DOB:

Please complete only one of the following (Federal or State) Medical Examiner Determination sections:

MEDICAL EXAMINER DETERMINATION (Federal)

Use this section for examinations performed in accordance with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (49 CFR 391.41-391.49):

Does not meet standards (specify reason):

Meets standards in 49 CFR 391.41; qualifies for 2-year certificate

Meets standards, but periodic monitoring required (specify reason):

Driver qualified for: 3 months 6 months 1 year other (specify):

Wearing corrective lenses Wearing hearing aid Accompanied by a waiver/exemption (specify type):

Accompanied by a Skill Performance Evaluation (SPE) Certificate Qualified by operation of 49 CFR 391.64 (Federal)

 Driving within an exempt intracity zone (see 49 CFR 391.62) (Federal)

Determination pending (specify reason):

Return to medical exam office for follow-up on (must be 45 days or less):

Medical Examination Report amended (specify reason):

(if amended) Medical Examiner's Signature: Date:

Incomplete examination (specify reason):

If the driver meets the standards outlined in 49 CFR 391.41, then complete a Medical Examiner's Certificate as stated in 49 CFR 391.43(h), as appropriate.

I have performed this evaluation for certification. I have personally reviewed all available records and recorded information pertaining to this evaluation, 
and attest that to the best of my knowledge, I believe it to be true and correct.

Medical Examiner's Signature:

Medical Examiner's Name (please print or type):

Medical Examiner's Address: City: State: Zip Code:

Medical Examiner's Telephone Number: Date Certificate Signed:

Medical Examiner's State License, Certificate, or Registration Number: Issuing State:

MD DO Physician Assistant Chiropractor Advanced Practice Nurse

Other Practitioner (specify):

National Registry Number: Medical Examiner's Certificate Expiration Date:

Medical Examination Report Form Page 4 
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Form MCSA-5875 OMB No. 2126-0006 Expiration Date: 9/30/2019

Last Name: First Name: Exam Date:DOB:

MEDICAL EXAMINER DETERMINATION (State)

Use this section for examinations performed in accordance with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (49 CFR 391.41-391.49) with any applicable State 
variances (which will only be valid for intrastate operations):

Does not meet standards in 49 CFR 391.41 with any applicable State variances (specify reason):

Meets standards in 49 CFR 391.41 with any applicable State variances

Meets standards, but periodic monitoring required (specify reason):

Driver qualified for: 3 months 6 months 1 year other (specify):

Wearing corrective lenses Wearing hearing aid Accompanied by a waiver/exemption (specify type):

Accompanied by a Skill Performance Evaluation (SPE) Certificate Grandfathered from State requirements (State)

If the driver meets the standards outlined in 49 CFR 391.41, with applicable State variances, then complete a Medical Examiner's Certificate, as appropriate.

I have performed this evaluation for certification. I have personally reviewed all available records and recorded information pertaining to this evaluation, 
and attest that to the best of my knowledge, I believe it to be true and correct.

Medical Examiner's Signature:

Medical Examiner's Name (please print or type):

Date Certificate Signed:

Medical Examiner's Address: City: State: Zip Code:

Medical Examiner's Telephone Number:

Medical Examiner's State License, Certificate, or Registration Number: Issuing State:

MD DO Physician Assistant Chiropractor Advanced Practice Nurse

Other Practitioner (specify):

National Registry Number: Medical Examiner's Certificate Expiration Date:

Medical Examination Report Form Page 5 
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Instructions MCSA-5875

Instructions for Completing the Medical Examination Report Form (MCSA-5875)

I. Step-By-Step Instructions

Driver:

Section 1: Driver information 

· Personal Information: Please complete this section using your name as written on your driver's license, your
current address and phone number, your date of birth, age, gender, driver's license number and issuing state.

o CLP/CDL Applicant/Holder: Check "yes" if you are a commercial learner's permit (CLP) or com-
mercial driver's license (CDL) holder, or are applying for a CLP or CDL. CDL means a license
issued by a State or the District of Columbia which authorizes the individual to operate a class of a
commercial motor vehicle (CMV). A CMV that requires a CDL is one that: (1) has a gross combina-
tion weight rating or gross combination weight of 26,001 pounds or more inclusive of a towed unit
with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) or gross vehicle weight (GVW) of more than 10,000
pounds; or (2) has a GVWR or GVW of 26,001 pounds or more; or (3) is designed to transport 16 or
more passengers, including the driver; or (4) is used to transport either hazardous materials requiring
hazardous materials placards on the vehicle or any quantity of a select agent or toxin.

o Driver ID Verified By: The Medical Examiner/staff completes this item and notes the type of photo ID
used to verify the driver's identity such as, commercial driver's license, driver's license, or passport, etc.

o Question: Has your USDOT/FMCSA medical certificate ever been denied or issued for less than

two years? Please check the correct box “yes” or “no” and if you aren't sure check the “not sure” box.

· Driver Health History:

o Have you ever had surgery: Please check “yes” if you have ever had surgery and provide a written
explanation of the details (type of surgery, date of surgery, etc.)

o Are you currently taking medications (prescription, over-the-counter, herbal remedies, diet

supplements): Please check “yes” if you are taking any diet supplements, herbal remedies, or
prescription or over the counter medications. In the box below the question, indicate the name of the
medication and the dosage.

o #1-32: Please complete this section by checking the “yes” box to indicate that you have, or have ever had,
the health condition listed or the “No” box if you have not. Check the “not sure” box if you are unsure.

o Other Health Conditions not described above: If you have, or have had, any other health condi-
tions not listed in the section above, check “Yes” and in the box provided and list those condition(s).

o Any yes answers to questions #1-32 above: If you have answered “yes” to any of the questions in
the Driver Health History section above, please explain your answers further in the box below the
question. For example, if you answered “yes” to question #5 regarding heart disease, heart attack,
bypass, or other heart problem, indicate which type of heart condition. If you checked “yes” to ques-
tion #23 regarding cancer, indicate the type of cancer. Please add any information that will be helpful
to the Medical Examiner.

· CMV Driver Signature and Date: Please read the certification statement, sign and date it, indicating

that the information you provided in Section 1 is accurate and complete.
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Instructions MCSA-5875

Medical Examiner: 

Section 2: Examination Report 

· Driver Health History Review: Review answers provided by the driver in the driver health history
section and discuss any “yes” and “not sure” responses. In addition, be sure to compare the medication
list to the health history responses ensuring that the medication list matches the medical conditions
noted. Explore with the driver any answers that seem unclear. Record any information that the driver
omitted. As the Medical Examiner conducting the driver's physical examination you are required to
complete the entire medical examination even if you detect a medical condition that you consider
disqualifying, such as deafness. Medical Examiners are expected to determine the driver's physical
qualification for operating a commercial vehicle safely. Thus, if you find a disqualifying condition for
which a driver may receive a Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration medical exemption, please
record that on the driver's Medical Examiner's Certificate, Form MCSA-5876, as well as on the Medical
Examination Report Form, MCSA-5875.

· Testing:

o Pulse rate and rhythm, height, and weight: record these as indicated on the form.

o Blood Pressure: record the blood pressure (systolic and diastolic) of the driver being examined. A 
second reading is optional and should be recorded if found to be necessary.

o Urinalysis: record the numerical readings for the specific gravity, protein, blood and sugar.

o Vision: The current vision standard is provided on the form. When other than the Snellen chart is
used, give test results in Snellen-comparable values. When recording distance vision, use 20 feet as
normal. Record the vision acuity results and indicate if the driver can recognize and distinguish
among traffic control signals and devices showing red, green, and amber colors; has monocular
vision; has been referred to an ophthalmologist or optometrist; and if documentation has been
received from an ophthalmologist or optometrist.

o Hearing: The current hearing standard is provided on the form. Hearing can be tested using either a
whisper test or audiometric test. Record the test results in the corresponding section for the test used.

· Physical Examination: Check the body systems for abnormalities and indicate normal or abnormal for
each body system listed. Discuss any abnormal answers in detail in the space provided and indicate
whether it would affect the driver's ability to safely operate a commercial motor vehicle.

In this next section, you will be completing either the Federal or State determination, not both. 

· Medical Examiner Determination (Federal): Use this section for examinations performed in
accordance with the FMCSRs (49 CFR 391.41-391.49). Complete the medical examiner determination
section completely. When determining a driver's physical qualification, please note that English language
proficiency (49 CFR part 391.11: General qualifications of drivers) is not factored into that
determination.

o Does not meet standards: Select this option when a driver is determined to be not qualified and
provide an explanation of why the driver does not meet the standards in 49 CFR 391.41.

o Meets standards in 49 CFR 391.41; qualifies for 2-year certification: Select this option when a
driver is determined to be qualified and will be issued a 2-year Medical Examiner's Certificate.
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Instructions MCSA-5875

o Meets standards, but periodic monitoring is required: Select this option when a driver is deter-
mined to be qualified but needs periodic monitoring and provide an explanation of why periodic
monitoring is required. Select the corresponding time frame that the driver is qualified and if select-
ing other, specify the time frame.

· Determination that driver meets standards: Select all categories that apply to the driver's
certification (e.g., wearing corrective lenses, accompanied by a waiver/exemption, driving
within an exempt intracity zone, etc.).

o Determination pending: Select this option when more information is needed to make a qualification
decision and specify a date, on or before the 45 day expiration date, for the driver to return to the
medical exam office for follow-up. This will allow for a delay of the qualification decision for as
many as 45 days. If the disposition of the pending examination is not updated via the National Regis-
try on or before the 45 day expiration date, FMCSA will notify the examining medical examiner and
the driver in writing that the examination is no longer valid and that the driver is required to be re-
examined.

· MER amended: A Medical Examination Report Form (MER), MCSA-5875, may only be
amended while in determination pending status for situations where new information (e.g., test
results, etc.) has been received or there has been a change in the driver's medical status since the
initial examination, but prior to a final qualification determination. Select this option when a Medic- 

 al Examination Report Form, MCSA-5875, is being amended; provide the reason for the amendm- 
 ent, sign and date. In addition, initial and date any changes made on the Medical Examination 

Report Form, MCSA-5875. A Medical Examination Report Form, MCSA-5875, cannot be 
amended after an examination has been in determination pending status for more than 45 days or 
after a final qualification determination has been made. The driver is required to obtain a new phys- 

 ical examination and a new Medical Examination Report Form, MCSA-5875, should be completed.

o Incomplete examination: Select this when the physical examination is not completed for any
reason (e.g., driver decides they do not want to continue with the examination and leaves) other
than situations outlined under determination pending.

o Medical Examiner information, signature and date: Provide your name, address, phone number,
occupation, license, certificate, or registration number and issuing state, national registry number,
signature and date.

o Medical Examiner's Certificate Expiration Date:  Enter the date the driver's Medical Examiner's
Certificate (MEC) expires.

· Medical Examiner Determination (State): Use this section for examinations performed in accordance
with the FMCSRs (49 CFR 391.41-391.49) with any applicable State variances (which will only be valid
for intrastate operations). Complete the medical examiner determination section completely.

o Does not meet standards in 49 CFR 391.41 with any applicable State variances: Select this
option when a driver is determined to be not qualified and provide an explanation of why the driver
does not meet the standards in 49 CFR 391.41 with any applicable State variances.

o Meets standards in 49 CFR 391.41 with any applicable State variances: Select this option when
a driver is determined to be qualified and will be issued a 2-year Medical Examiner's Certificate.

o Meets standards, but periodic monitoring is required: Select this option when a driver is deter-
mined to be qualified but needs periodic monitoring and provide an explanation of why periodic
monitoring is required. Select the corresponding time frame that the driver is qualified and if select-
ing other, specify the time frame.

· Determination that driver meets standards: Select all categories that apply to the driver's
certification (e.g., wearing corrective lenses, accompanied by a waiver/exemption, etc.).
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Instructions MCSA-5875

o Medical Examiner information, signature and date: Provide your name, address, phone number,
occupation, license, certificate, or registration number and issuing state, national registry number,
signature and date.

o Medical Examiner's Certificate Expiration Date:  Enter the date the driver's Medical Examiner's
Certificate (MEC) expires.

II. If updating an existing exam, you must resubmit the new exam results, via the Medical Examination

Results Form, MCSA-5850, to the National Registry, and the most recent dated exam will take

precedence.

III. To obtain additional information regarding this form go to the Medical Program's page on the Federal

Motor Carrier Safety Administration's website at http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/medical.

391-28 A Texas Motor Carrier's Guide to Highway Safety



Part 392 - Driving of Motor Vehicles 

Illness or Fatigue (392.3) 
No driver is permitted to operate a motor vehicle when his/her ability and/or alertness is impaired by 
fatigue, illness, or any other cause that makes it unsafe to begin (or continue) to drive the vehicle. 

Drugs (392.4) 
No driver may be on duty and possess, be under the influence of, or use 

 Any Schedule I drug
 Any amphetamine or formulation of an amphetamine (including pep pills and bennies)
 Narcotics or derivatives
 Any other substance that makes driving unsafe.

Alcohol (392.5) 
A driver is forbidden to consume or be under the influence of alcohol within four hours of going on duty, 
while on duty, or while driving. A driver is forbidden to possess an alcoholic beverage while on duty, 
unless it is a manifested part of the shipment. A driver is forbidden to have any measured alcohol 
concentration or detected presence of alcohol, while on duty, or operating, or in physical control of a 
commercial motor vehicle. 

Safe Loading (392.9) 
No one may drive or require anyone to drive a CMV unless the cargo is properly loaded and secured. 

Railroad Crossing/Stopping (392.10 & 392.11) 
Motor vehicles transporting hazardous materials, and most buses transporting passengers, are 
forbidden to cross railroad tracks without first stopping and looking both ways. Additionally, the driver 
must not shift gears while crossing the track. Other CMVs must slow down. 

Seat Belts (392.16) 
Drivers - A CMV which has a seat belt assembly installed at the driver's seat shall not be driven unless 
the driver has properly restrained himself/herself with the seat belt assembly.

Passengers – No driver shall operate or motor carrier allow or permit a driver to operate a property 
carrying commercial motor vehicle, that has seat belt assemblies installed at the seats for other 
occupants of the vehicle unless all other occupants are properly restrained by such seat belt 
assemblies.  Passengers on a bus are not required.

Emergency Signals For Stopped Vehicles (392.22)
A vehicle stopped upon a highway or shoulder must activate the vehicle's hazard warning flashers 
at once. The driver must leave the flashers on until warning devices are activated. The flashers must 
again be used while the warning devices are being picked up before the vehicle moves on.

The warning devices must be placed as follows (except where special rules apply):
1. One warning device must be placed on the traffic side of the vehicle, within ten feet, in the 

direction of approaching traffic.
2. A second device must be placed facing approaching traffic approximately 100 feet away in the
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 Radar Detectors (392.71) 
The possession or use of radar detectors is prohibited. 

Registration and Operating Authority (392.9a) 
Three concepts are easily and frequently confused: 

 Vehicle Registration
 Motor Carrier Registration
 Motor Carrier Operating Authority

Vehicle Registration 
In order to be operated on public highways, all motor vehicles, including trailers, must be registered 
annually and pay the applicable road usage taxes. Generally, the owner must register the vehicle in the 
jurisdiction where the owner resides or has its principal place of business, or in the jurisdiction where 
the vehicle is primarily used (TRC 502.002 and 502.0079). This registration involves issuance of 
license plates and title certificates. Recently, the state and federal government have begun requiring 
that registering commercial motor vehicles will require obtaining and furnishing a USDOT Number (see 
Motor Carrier Registration). 

Motor Carrier Registration – Interstate 
Motor carriers and others must register with the United States Department of Transportation, Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, and obtain a USDOT number under many circumstances. It is 
necessary that a USDOT number be obtained even if you are not a motor carrier, but you own a 
commercial motor vehicle or an intermodal container that is transported by others. It has also 
become necessary in many states, including Texas, to obtain a USDOT number before operating 
intrastate. A USDOT number request/application can be obtained online for a fee. A $300 registration 
fee will be required for a private and exempt for-hire motor carriers, cargo tank facilities, and intermodal 
equipment providers (IEPs). The fee schedule can be found in the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Regulations under Part 360.3(f). The MCS-150 will be replaced by the Form MCSA-1. Regulations for 
starting the application process can be found under Part 365.105. 

Form MCSA-1 is available at http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/urs. 

Motor Carrier Operating Authority – Interstate 
The FMCSA will use the USDOT number as a unique identifier for motor carriers, brokers and freight 
forwarders subject to its regulations. The Unified Registration System (URS) will discontinue the 
issuance of MC, MX, and FF numbers. MAP-21 amended 49 U.S.C. 13901 to require distinctive 
USDOT numbers for each type of authority issued. For example, an entity applying for both broker and 
motor carrier authority will receive a different USDOT number for each type of authority. This provision 
also requires that the USDOT number include an “indicator” of the type of authority issued. The 
FMCSA will stipulate the requirement in a separate rulemaking policy. To get additional information on 
URS, go to https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration/unified-registration-system.   

Motor Carrier Registration – Intrastate 
Any person or entity who directs the operation of certain types of commercial motor vehicles 
intrastate in Texas must register and obtain a state number. Registration is with the Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles (TXDMV), and the state number is called a TXDMV number. 

center of the lane or shoulder where the vehicle is stopped.
3. The third device must be placed about 100 feet away from the stopped vehicle, in the direction

away from approaching traffic.
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2005 (49 U.S.C. Section 14504a) or a motor vehicle registered under the single state
registration system established under 49 U.S.C. Section 14504(c) when operating exclusively in
interstate or international commerce;

(2) a motor vehicle registered as a cotton vehicle under Section 504.505;
(3) a motor vehicle the department by rule exempts because the vehicle is subject to comparable

registration and a comparable safety program administered by another governmental entity;
(4) a motor vehicle used to transport passengers operated by an entity whose primary function is

not the transportation of passengers, such as a vehicle operated by a hotel, day-care center,
public or private school, nursing home, or similar organization;

(5) a vehicle operating under a private carrier permit issued under Chapter 42, Alcoholic
Beverage Code;

(6) a vehicle operated by a governmental entity; or
(7) a tow truck, as defined by Section 2308.002, Occupations Code.

Motor Carrier Operating Authority – Intrastate 
In addition to registering with TXDMV, certain types of commercial motor vehicle operations must 
obtain operating authority. The motor carrier must pay registration fees and provide TXDMV with 
proof of insurance (normally the insurance company will contact TXDMV directly with proof of 
insurance). 

Under federal law, you may be exempted from renewing your intrastate operating authority if you 
participate in the Unified Carrier Registration program (UCR, see below), but this does not exempt 
you from the initial registration. If you do not participate in UCR, you must renew your intrastate 
operating authority periodically. 

Beginning in September 2009, state law required a USDOT number to apply for, renew or reinstate 
intrastate operating authority. If you are not conducting any interstate commerce, you should apply as 
“intrastate only” in order to be classified and have your compliance history evaluated properly. 

 

(1) motor carrier operations exempt from registration by the Unified Carrier Registration Act of

The following types of operations are exempt under TRC 643.002 from intrastate motor carrier 
registration:

Who should register for Intrastate Operating Authority? 
Transportation Code, Chapter 643, provides that a motor carrier may not operate a CMV as defined by 
Sec 548.001, or transport household goods in a vehicle regardless of the size for compensation, on a 
road or highway of this state without first registering their operations with the Texas Department of 
Motor Vehicles (TXDMV), Motor Carrier Division at www.txdmv.gov or 1-888-368-4689.

All for-hire transporters of household goods are required to register their operations with Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles (TXDMV), Motor Carrier Division, regardless of the size of equipment 
such carriers operate. Household goods carriers have different requirements than other types of motor 
carriers. 

Application forms can be found on the TXDMV website at: http://www.txdmv.gov/forms-carriers/ 

What is a motor carrier? 
Interstate definition for insurance purposes (387.5) Motor carrier means a for-hire motor carrier or a 
private motor carrier. The term includes, but is not limited to, a motor carrier's agent, officer, or 
representative; an employee responsible for hiring, supervising, training, assigning, or dispatching a 
driver; or an employee concerned with the installation, inspection, and maintenance of motor vehicle 
equipment and/or accessories. 
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Texas definition for registration and insurance purposes (TRC 643.001(6)) “Motor carrier” means an 
individual, association, corporation, or other legal entity that controls, operates, or directs the 
operation of one or more vehicles that transport persons or cargo over a road or highway in this state. 

In Texas, a CMV includes: 

 any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles with a gross weight or gross weight rating in excess
of 26,000 pounds, which is designed or used for the transportation of cargo in furtherance of any
commercial enterprise

 all tow trucks (a tow truck is a motor vehicle including a wrecker equipped with a mechanical
device, or used in combination with a mechanical device used to tow, winch, or otherwise move
another vehicle), regardless of the gross weight rating of the tow truck

 any vehicle, including buses, designed to transport more than 15 passengers, including the driver
 any vehicle used in the transportation of hazardous materials in a quantity requiring placards

under the regulations issued under the Federal Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (Title 49,
United States Code, App. §§1801-1813); and

 a CMV, as defined by 49 C.F.R. §390.5, that is owned or controlled by a person or entity that is
domiciled in or a citizen of a country other than the United States.

For motor carrier registration purposes, a CMV DOES NOT include: 

 a farm vehicle, as defined by 43 TAC, Section 18.2, with a gross weight, and gross weight 
rating of less than 48,000 pounds

 cotton vehicles registered in accordance with Transportation Code, §502.277
 a vehicle registered with the Texas Railroad Commission pursuant to Texas Natural 

Resources Code, §113.131 and §116.072
 a vehicle transporting liquor under a private carrier permit issued in accordance with the 

Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code, Chapter 42
 a motor vehicle used to transport passengers operated by an entity whose primary function is not 

the transportation of passengers, such as a vehicle operated by a hotel, day-care center, public 
or private school, nursing home, or similar organization

 a motor vehicle operating exclusively in interstate or international commerce and registered 
under the Unified Carrier Registration (UCR) system

 a vehicle operated by a government entity.
 a tow truck as defined by section 2308.002, Occupations Code.

Unified Carrier Registration 
Interstate motor carriers, whether for-hire or private, are now required to obtain Unified Carrier 
Registration in order to have authority to operate interstate. Interstate motor carriers who also 
conduct intrastate motor carrier operations in Texas will be required to comply with the initial TXDMV 
registration and operating authority requirements. However, if they maintain good standing with 
USDOT and UCR, they no longer need to renew TXDMV registration and operating authority – UCR 
will, in those circumstances, automatically grant intrastate operating authority in Texas.

Intrastate Operating Authority Out-of-Service Review (37 TAC 4.18) 
A motor carrier may request a review of the out-of-service order within 10 days of the issuance of the 
out-of-service order. A request for a review does not stay the out-of-service order. 

A request for an out-of-service review must be made in writing and forwarded to the manager of the 
Department’s Motor Carrier Bureau. A request for review must contain a concise statement of the 
issues to be contested at the review. If requested, a review will be scheduled and conducted by the 
manager of the Motor Carrier Bureau or the director's designee within 10 days of the issuance of the 
out-of-service order. A request for review should be addressed to the Texas Department of Public 
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Administrative Action by TXDMV (37 TAC 4.19) 

The director or the director's designee will determine whether the Department will request that 
TXDMV revoke a registration it has issued based upon the Department's compliance review or safety 
audit. The director or the director's designee will determine whether the Department will request that 
TXDMV take administrative action against a carrier required to register with TXDMV under Chapter 
643 of the Texas Transportation Code. 

This determination may be based upon the following: 
 an unsatisfactory safety rating under Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 385;
 multiple violations of Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 644, a rule adopted under Texas

Transportation Code, Chapter 644, or Texas Transportation Code, Subtitle C (Relating to Rules of
the Road), and/or

 failure to properly register as a motor carrier with TXDMV as required in Texas Transportation
Code §643.

Once the determination has been made the director or the director's designee will forward a letter to 
the executive director of TXDMV requesting administrative action against the motor carrier. 

Any administrative action initiated by TXDMV pursuant to this section shall be administered in the 
manner specified by TXDMV rules. 

New Entrant Background Information (Part 385, Subpart D, Sections 385.301 - 385.337) 
Although this does deal with authority to operate a commercial motor vehicle, the rules are located in Part 
385. Therefore, please refer to that Part for more information about this program.

Safety, Motor Carrier Bureau, P.O. Box 4087, Austin, Texas 78773-0521 or may be sent by facsimile 
transmission to 512-424-5712 or via electronic mail at: MotorCarrierBureau@dps.texas.gov. The 
Department may conduct the review by telephone conference call. 
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Instructions for Texas Intrastate  
Operating Authority Application 

Incomplete applications will NOT be processed.

 Definitions: 
  AN = Assumed Name    MCCS = Motor Carrier Credentialing System   
  DBA = Doing Business As   MCD = Motor Carrier Division 
 DL# = Driver License Number SSN = Social Security Number  

  FEIN = Federal Employer Identification Number                TX Tax# = Texas Comptroller's Taxpayer Number     
  ID# = State-issued Identification Certificate Number  UCR = Unified Carrier Registration    
  IRP = International Registration Plan USDOT# = United States Department of Transportation Number      
  LTC# = License to Carry   
    
Section 1: 

A. Name of applicant (and DBA, if applicable) applying for Texas Intrastate Passenger Carrier Operating Authority;
B. Physical address and mailing address;
C. Business and cell numbers, and applicant's email address (Email address must belong to the business.);
D. Applicant's Business Type: (Proof of identification required.)

AN Certificate - Supporting documents, such as an AN filing in county of operation, must be submitted with application.
Sole Proprietor - Required Information: SSN

1. You must provide one of the following forms of identification:
a. Valid DL# issued by a state or territory of the United States.
b. Valid ID# issued by a state or territory of the United States; or
c. Valid LTC# issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety under Government Code, Chapter 411, Subchapter H.

2. AN Certificate - Supporting documents, such as an AN filing in county of operation, must be submitted with
application.

Corporation, Limited Liability Company, Limited Partnership, or Professional Association - Required Information: TX   
Tax# and/or FEIN; General Partnership - Required Information: FEIN;  

E. List active company officers by name and title;
F. Provide the requested information regarding a drug testing consortium; and
G. Enter your USDOT# and indicate if you are registered under UCR. If you are UCR registered, then your certificate may be

converted to a non-expiring UCR Intrastate certificate. If converted, the certificate will not expire while the carrier
maintains UCR registration, maintains required proof of insurance and does not operate as an intrastate Household Goods
Carrier, Non Charter Bus Carrier, Waste Hauler or Recyclable Materials Carrier.

Section 2: 

A. Mark the required insurance amount(s) for your type of operation(s). Contact your insurance company to request submission
of the appropriate filings through MCCS. Note: Once a motor carrier is registered, the failure to maintain proof of insurance
on file with TxDMV may subject the motor carrier to administrative penalties and/or sanctions, up to and including
revocation of the certificate; and

B. If you are a Texas-domiciled motor carrier that has an agent other than itself or if you are a motor carrier domiciled outside of
Texas, you must provide the name, Texas physical address (P.O. Box cannot be used), and phone number of the legal agent
for service of process. The agent must be a Texas resident, a domestic corporation, or a foreign corporation authorized
to transact business in Texas.

Section 3: 
A. Indicate your method of payment.
B. Calculate all applicable fees:

1. $100 for application filing fee;
2. $100 liability insurance filing fee; and
3. Total Vehicle Fees (calculated from Equipment List page).

    Checks, cashier's checks or money orders must be made payable to TxDMV. If paying by credit card, print the credit card 
number and expiration date. *A service charge of 25 cents plus 2.25 percent of the Total Fees will be added to all credit card 
transactions.  

Section 4: 
       Complete the New Applicant Questionnaire by answering all questions and signing/printing your name and title.   

Must be signed by the applicant or other legal representative. Insurance agents may not complete this form. 
Section 5: 

       Complete the Equipment Report in its entirety: 
1. Provide all motor carrier information;
2. Provide all vehicle information;
3. Indicate motor carrier type; and
4. Confirm total fees. (Total fees are reflected in Section 3.)

Form 1899 (Rev. 01/20)  Instructions



 Application for Texas Intrastate Operating Authority
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 

Attn: MCD - Credentialing Section 
4000 Jackson Ave., Austin, TX 78731 

Phone: 1-800-299-1700
Section 1
Name of Applicant                                                                                                                       Assumed Name (DBA)

Street/Physical Address                                                                                   City State Zip

Street/Mailing Address                                                                                    City State Zip

Business Phone Cell Phone

Primary Email Address

Applicant is a(n): 
 

Sole Proprietor* SSN*  DL#* Other (LTC# or ID#)

Corporation Partnership General Partnership Limited Liability Corporation

Limited Partnership Professional Association

Texas Tax# (Required for all but Sole Proprietor, Partnership and General Partnership) FEIN (Required for all but Sole Proprietor)

*Required to register as a sole proprietor. (See top of instructions page for definitions.)

Company Owner, Partners, Corporation Officers or Members (If additional space is needed, attach a separate sheet of information to application.)

Name and Title Name and Title

Name and Title Name and Title

Does this carrier belong to a drug-testing consortium?

Yes* No *If yes, please provide the name of the person(s) operating consortium.

USDOT# Are you registered under UCR?

Yes* No

Alternate Email Address

Section 2
Motor Carrier Operations (More than one type may be checked)       Insurance Requirements (Refer to Insurance Requirements page)
1.  Hazardous Materials (HAZ) $1,000,000 $5,000,000
2.  Farm Trucks $500,000
3.  Other $500,000

Legal Agent's Name Phone Number

Street/Physical Address                                                                                   City State Zip

Form 1899 (Rev. 01/20) Application

Print/Type Title                                                        Print/Type Name                                                         

I understand that providing false information on this form may result in suspension, revocation or denial of the certificate I am requesting. 
By signing and submitting this application, I certify that the information provided on this form is true and correct, that I am authorized to execute and 
file this document on behalf of the motor carrier, and that the motor carrier: (1) is in compliance with the drug testing requirements contained in  
49 C.F.R. Part 382; (2) has knowledge of, and will conduct operations in accordance with, applicable federal and state laws and rules relating to motor 
carrier safety, including Tex. Trans. Code, Chapters 541-600, 643, and 644; and (3) has the required insurance as set forth in 43 Tex. Admin. Code,  
§218.16.
Signature of Owner, Partner, Corporate Officer of Member



NOTE: The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles will notify you of any deficiencies associated with your application.

Mail application and payment to: Attn: MCD-Credentialing Section, 4000 Jackson Ave., Austin TX  78731.

Form 1899 (Rev. 01/20) Payment Information

Texas Intrastate Operating Authority 
Payment Information

Section 3
Payment Information:

 Check, Cashier’s Check or Money Order (make payable to TxDMV/MCD)

 MasterCard, Visa, Discover, or American Express* 
*A service charge of 25 cents plus 2.25 percent of the Total Fees will be added to all  

credit card transactions.

Credit Card Account Number: Expiration Date:

Applicable Fees (Non-refundable) 
a) $100 Application Filing Fee $100.00

b) $100 Liability Insurance Filing Fee $100.00

c) Total Vehicle Fees 
(bottom of page 3, Equipment Report)
d) Total Fees Submitted 
(by personal check, money order or cashier's check)

Print/Type Name                                                         

I authorize the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles to charge the credit card indicated above in this application form.  
By signing and submitting this application, I certify that I am an authorized user of this credit card. This payment authorization is for intrastate motor 
carrier registration, for the amount indicated above only, and is valid for one time use only.
Signature of Authorized User

 $200.00 



Yes No If Yes, provide USDOT# AND TxDMV#

2) Have you had a Compliance Review or a New Entrant Audit by the Texas Department of Public Safety (TxDPS) that resulted in an 
Unsatisfactory Safety Rating?

Yes No If Yes, provide USDOT# AND Carrier Profile# (CP#)

Yes No If Yes, provide the information below. 

Motor Carrier's name Their USDOT# or TxDMV# How are you related?

Motor Carrier's name Their USDOT# or TxDMV# How are you related?

Yes No If Yes, provide the information below under which the penalties are associated.

Notice # USDOT# TxDMV#

3) Are you currently under a Cease and Desist order from TxDPS?

4) Are you related to another motor carrier? (The relationship may be through a person, family member, corporate officer or partner 
who also operates or has operated as a motor carrier in Texas.)

5) Do you currently owe any administrative penalties to TxDMV?

Phone NumberCompany Name

Job TitlePrinted Name

If Yes, provide the information below. NoYes

6) Is the person completing this form an authorized representative of the applicant?

1) Have you ever had another motor carrier certificate number (*TxDMV) registered with this agency?
*Registration and enforcement authority has been transferred from the Texas Department of Transportation to the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
(TxDMV). Any reference to the term TxDMV# also includes what was previously know as the TxDOT#.

Yes No If Yes, provide the TxDMV# If Yes, provide the TxDMV#

If Yes, provide the TxDMV# If Yes, provide the TxDMV#

Section 4

I understand that providing false information on this form may result in suspension, revocation or denial of the certificate I am requesting. 
By signing and submitting this application, I certify that the information provided on this form is true and correct, that I am authorized to execute and 
file this document on behalf of the motor carrier, and that the motor carrier: (1) is in compliance with the drug testing requirements contained in  
49 C.F.R. Part 382; (2) has knowledge of, and will conduct operations in accordance with, applicable federal and state laws and rules relating to motor 
carrier safety, including Tex. Trans. Code, Chapters 541-600, 643, and 644; and (3) has the required insurance as set forth in 43 Tex. Admin. Code,  
§218.16.

Signature of Owner, Partner, Corporate Officer of Member

Form 1899 (Rev. 01/20) Questionnaire

Print/Type Title                                                        Print/Type Name                                                         

New Applicant Questionnaire for  
Texas Intrastate Operating Authority

For this form, "you”  means the applicant, or any business that is operated, managed or 
otherwise controlled or affiliated with the applicant, the applicant's relatives, family members, 

corporate officers or shareholders of the applicant.



Equipment Report for 
Texas Intrastate Operating Authority  

Section 5
INSTRUCTIONS ·  Type or print legibly in blue or black ink. 

·  Enter required information for all vehicles.
·  Do not list trailers.  
·  If additional space is needed, please make a copy of this page.

Name of Applicant                                                                                                                       DBA

Street/Physical Address                                                                                   City State Zip

Type of Motor Carrier - More than one carrier type may be selected. Other HAZ = Hazardous

Vehicle 
Make

Unit 
Number

Year of 
Vehicle COMPLETE Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) Motor Carrier Type

Other HAZ

1.

Total Number of Vehicles:
Registration Options:

 1 Year Application ($10 per vehicle)  2 Year Application ($20 per vehicle)

= Vehicle Cost: $ = Vehicle Cost: $ 

Form 1899 (Rev. 01/20) Equipment Report

I understand that providing false information on this form may result in suspension, revocation or denial of the certificate I am requesting. 
By signing and submitting this application, I certify that the information provided on this form is true and correct, that I am authorized to execute and 
file this document on behalf of the motor carrier, and that the motor carrier: (1) is in compliance with the drug testing requirements contained in 49 C.
F.R. Part 382; (2) has knowledge of, and will conduct operations in accordance with, applicable federal and state laws and rules relating to motor 
carrier safety, including Tex. Trans. Code, Chapters 541-600, 643, and 644; and (3) has the required insurance as set forth in 43 Tex. Admin. Code,  
§218.16.

Print/Type Name                                                         Print/Type Title                                                        

Signature of Owner, Partner, Corporate Officer of Member

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

0

 $0.00  $0.00 



All insurance filings must be submitted electronically on a Form E by your insurance company.

Insurance Requirements for  
Texas Intrastate Operating Authority

For more information on the Texas Intrastate Operating Authority Application visit our website at www.TxDMV.gov.  For questions concerning the 
application process contact MCD by phone at 800-299-1700, options 3-4-4,  or email MCD_MCCS-Helpdesk@txdmv.gov.

The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles maintains the information collected on this form.  With a few exceptions, you are entitled upon request to be 
informed about the information that we collect about you.  Under §§552.021, 552.023, and 559.004 of the Texas Government Code, you are entitled to 

receive and review this information, and to have us correct erroneous information.

Form 1899 (Rev. 01/20) Insurance Requirements

Type of Motor 
Carrier Operation Description Minimum Insurance 

Requirement

1 = HAZ Transporters of Hazardous Substances 

1) Oil listed in 49 C.F.R. §172.101: hazardous waste, hazardous materials and hazardous
substances as defined in 49 C.F.R. §171.8 and listed in 49 C.F.R. §172.101, but not
mentioned in paragraphs (2) or (3) of this section.

2) Commercial motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,001 or more
pounds - Hazardous substances, as defined in 49 C.F.R. §171.8, transported in cargo
tanks, portable tanks, or hopper-type vehicles with capacities in excess of 3,500 water
gallons; or in bulk Division 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 materials. Division 2.3, Hazard Zone A
material, or Division 6.1, Packing Group I, Hazard Zone A material; in bulk Division 2.1
or 2.2; or highway route controlled quantities of a Class 7 material, as defined in 49 C.F.
R. §173.403.

3) Commercial motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of less than 10,001
pounds  - Any quantity of Division 1.1, 1.2, or 1.3 material; any quantity of a Division
2.3, Hazard Zone A, or Division 6.1, Packing Group I, Hazard Zone A material; or
highway route controlled quantities of a Class 7 material as defined in 49 C.F.R.
§173.403.

$1,000,000 

$5,000,000 

$5,000,000 

2 = Farm Trucks Farm Trucks 

1) Farm Trucks (gross vehicle weight, registered weight, or gross weight rating of 48,000
pounds or more).

$500,000 

3 = Other Other 

1) Private or for-hire motor carrier with a commercial motor vehicle with a gross vehicle
weight, registered weight or gross weight rating in excess of 26,000 pounds.

$500,000 



Part 393 - Parts and Accessories Necessary for 
Safe Operation 

Every CMV must be equipped with certain standard equipment. Other (optional) equipment or 
accessories are permitted only if these items do not decrease the operational safety of the vehicle. 

Lights (Part 393, Subpart B, Sections 393.9 – 393.26) 
All lamps and reflectors for CMVs manufactured after December 25, 1968 must meet the requirements 
of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) No.108 (49 CFR 571.108) in effect on the date of 
manufacture. Certain trailers manufactured on or after December 1, 1993, must have retro-reflective 
sheeting or additional reflex reflectors to make them more visible to other motorists at nighttime and under 
other conditions of reduced visibility. Trailers manufactured before December 1, 1993 must be retrofitted 
with retro-reflective sheeting or additional reflectors by June 1, 2001. 

Lamps and reflectors on CMVs manufactured on or prior to March 7, 1989 must meet either the 
requirements of Part 393 or of FMVSS No.108 that were in effect on the date of manufacture. 

Must be Operable, Unobstructed (393.9) 
All required lamps must light on request at an inspection and must light when required during regular 
operation of the vehicle. Auxiliary lamps that are not required need not be operable. 

Lamps and reflective materials must not be obscured by the tailboard, or by any part of the load, or its 
covering by dirt, or other added vehicle or work equipment, or otherwise. Except conspicuity treatments 
(reflective material used for making you conspicuous or obviously visible to other motorists) at the front 
end of a vehicle may be obscured by part of a load being transported. 

Lamp Mounting (393.25) 
All lamps must be permanently and securely mounted on a permanent part of the vehicle. The exceptions 
are temporary lamps, such as those used in a drive-away/tow-away operation or mounted on projecting 
loads. Temporary lamps must be securely attached. 

Stop Lamps (393.25) 
All stop lamps on a CMV must activate when the service brakes are applied. 

Brakes (Part 393, Subpart C, Sections 393.40 – 393.55) 

Required Brake Systems (393.40) 
Each commercial motor vehicle must have brakes adequate to stop and hold the vehicle or combination 
of motor vehicles. Each commercial motor vehicle must meet the applicable service, parking, and 
emergency brake system requirements provided in this section. 

CMVs must be equipped with the following brake systems: 

 A service brake system that meets the requirements of Section 393.52.
 A parking brake system that meets the requirements of Section 393.41.
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 An emergency brake system that conforms to the requirements of Section 393.52 and consists of
either (1) emergency features of the service brake system or (2) a system separate from the
service brake system.

NOTE: Older vehicles need to meet additional requirements. See the regulation for details. 

Brakes On All Wheels (393.42)  
Every CMV must be equipped with brakes acting on all wheels, with the following exceptions: 

 Trucks and truck tractors with three or more axles, manufactured before July 25, 1980, are not
required to have steering axle brakes.

 Vehicles being towed in a drive-away/tow-away operation. (However, the towed vehicle must
have brakes in operation if the brakes on the towing vehicle are not capable of stopping the
combination vehicle under the conditions covered by Section 393.52.),

 Any full trailer, semi-trailer, or pole trailer having a gross weight of 3,000 pounds or less, provided
the trailer weight does not exceed 40 percent of weight of the towing vehicle.

 Brakes are not required on the steering axle of a three-axle dolly steered by a co-driver.
 Loaded house moving dollies, specialized trailers and dollies used to transport industrial

furnaces, reactors and similar motor vehicles are not required to be equipped with brakes,
provided they travel at 20 mph or less, and can stop within 40 feet at the speed they are actually
traveling.

Texas Exception: (TAC Title 37, Part 1, Chapter 4, Subchapter B, Rule §4.12). 
 Texas Transportation Code, §547.401 and §547.404, concerning brakes on trailers weighing    

15,000 pounds gross weight or less take precedence over the brake requirements in the federal 
regulations for trailers of this gross weight specification unless the vehicle is required to meet the 
requirements of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 121 (Title 49, Code of Federal 
Regulations 571.121) applicable to the vehicle at the time it was manufactured.

Brakes on Trailers – (TRC 547.401) 
 Except as provided by Subsection (b), a motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer, or

combination of those vehicles shall be equipped with brakes that comply with this chapter.
 A trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer is not required to have brakes if:

 its gross weight is 4,500 pounds or less; or
 its gross weight is heavier than 4,500 pounds but not heavier than 15,000 pounds, and it

is drawn at a speed of not more than 30 miles per hour.

Breakaway and Emergency Braking (393.43) 
Every vehicle used to tow a trailer equipped with brakes must have a means of maintaining the operation 
of the brakes on the towing vehicle in the event that the trailer breaks away from the towing vehicle. 
Among the other requirements: 

 Every truck or truck tractor equipped with air brakes, when used to tow other vehicles equipped
with air brakes, must be capable of activating (manually and automatically) the emergency
features of the trailer brakes. The brakes must apply automatically when the towing vehicle air
supply pressure is between 20 and 45 psi. The manual control must be operable by the driver
from the driver's seat, with seat belt in use.

 Every trailer is required to be equipped with brakes that apply automatically if the trailer breaks away
from the towing vehicle*. The brakes must remain in the applied position for at least 15 minutes.

*These requirements do not apply to vehicles in drive-away/tow-away operations.
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Brake Tubing and Hose (393.45) 
Safe and reliable operation of a vehicle's brakes depends upon adequate protection of the tubing and 
hoses from mechanical and other damage. 

 Design and construction of brake tubing and hose must ensure proper, adequate, and continued 
functioning.

 Installation must ensure proper functioning of the hose.
 Length and flexibility must accommodate all normal motions of the parts to which the hose is 

attached.
 Protection against mechanical damage must include protection against chafing, kinking, and 

mechanical damage.
 Protection from high temperature must include protection from or in a location away from exhaust 

pipes and other sources of high temperatures.

Brake Warning Devices (393.51) 
Buses, trucks, and truck tractors must be equipped with a signal that provides a warning to the driver 
when a failure occurs in the vehicle's service brake system. This signal requirement covers hydraulic 
brake systems, air brake systems, vacuum brake systems, and hydraulic brakes applied or assisted by 
air or vacuum. 

Automatic Brakes Adjusters (393.53) 
 Each CMV manufactured on or after October 20, 1993, and equipped with a hydraulic brake 

system, must be equipped with an automatic brake adjustment system that meets the 
requirements of FMVSS No.105.

 Each CMV manufactured on or after October 20, 1994, and equipped with an air brake system, 
must be equipped with an automatic brake adjustment system that meets the requirements of 
FMVSS No.121.

 Air-braked vehicles manufactured on or after October 20, 1994, and equipped with an external 
automatic adjustment mechanism, must be equipped with an automatic brake adjustment indicator 
that meets the requirements of FMVSS No.121.

Antilock Brakes (393.55) 
Certain CMVs must be equipped with antilock braking systems that meet the requirements of FMVSS 
No.105 (49 CFR 571.105) concerning hydraulic brake systems, and FMVSS No.121 (49 CFR 571.121) 
concerning air brake systems. The rules apply to: 

 Truck-tractors manufactured on or after March 1, 1997;
 Air-braked single-unit trucks, buses, and trailers (including converter dollies) manufactured on or

after March 1, 1998; and
 Hydraulic braked trucks and buses manufactured on or after March 1999.

Windshield Condition (Part 393, Subpart D, Sections 393.60 - 393.61) 
A vehicle’s windshield must be free of discoloration and cracks in the area extending from the top of the 
steering wheel to within two inches of the top of the windshield. 
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Fuel Systems (Part 393, Subpart E, Sections 393.65 – 393.69) 
Each fuel system must be located so that: 

 No part of the system extends beyond the widest part of the vehicle.
 No part of a fuel tank is forward of the front axle or a power unit.
 Fuel lines do not extend between a towed vehicle and the towing unit while the combination is in

motion.
 No part of the fuel system of a bus manufactured on or after January 1, 1973, is located within or

above the passenger compartment.

Coupling Devices (Part 393, Subpart F, Sections 393.70 and 393.71) 
These sections provide requirements for the attachment and location of the fifth wheel and requirements 
for the towing of full trailers. In addition, requirements for saddle mount operations are provided. 

Cargo Securement (Sections 393.100 - 393.136) 
Cargo must be loaded and secured so that it will not shift or fall off the vehicle. The cargo securement 
regulations include minimum strength requirements for securement devices and requirements for 
protection against longitudinal and lateral movement of the cargo. 

Tires (393.75) 
 No motor vehicle shall be operated on any tire that (1) has body ply or belt material exposed 

through the tread or sidewall, (2) has any tread or sidewall separation, (3) is flat or has an audible 
leak, or (4) has a cut to the extent that the ply or belt material is exposed.

 Any tire on the front wheels of a bus, truck, or truck tractor shall have a tread groove pattern 
depth of at least 4/32 of an inch when measured at any point on a major tread groove. The 
measurements shall not be made where tie bars, humps, or fillets are located.

 Any tire other than the tire on the front wheels of a bus, truck, or truck tractor shall have a tread 
groove pattern depth of at least 2/32 of an inch when measured at any point on a major tread 
groove. The measurement shall not be made where tie bars, humps or fillets are located.

 No bus shall be operated with regrooved, recapped or retreaded tires on the front wheels.
 A regrooved tire with a load-carrying capacity equal to or greater than 2,232 kg (4,920 pounds) 

shall not be used on the front wheels of any truck or truck tractor.
 Tire loading restrictions (except on manufactured homes). No motor vehicle shall be operated 

with tires that carry a weight greater than that marked on the side-wall of the tire or, in the 
absence of such a marking, a weight greater than that specified for the tires in any of the 
publications of any of the organizations listed in Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 119 
(49 CFR 571.119, S5.1(b)) unless:
 The vehicle is being operated under the terms of a special permit issued by the State; 

and
 The vehicle is being operated at a reduced speed to compensate for the tire loading in 

excess of the manufacturer’s rated capacity for the tire. In no case shall the speed 
exceed 80 km/hr (50 mph).

 Tire loading restrictions for manufactured homes built before January 1, 2002. Manufactured 
homes that are labeled pursuant to 24 CFR 3282.362(c)(2)(i) before January 1, 2002, must not 
be transported on tires that are loaded more than 18 percent over the load rating marked on the 
sidewall of the tire or, in the absence of such a marking, more than 18 percent over the load 
rating specified in any of the publications of any of the organizations listed in FMVSS No. 119 (49 
CFR 571.119, S5.1(b)). Manufactured homes labeled before January 1, 2002, transported on 
tires overloaded by 9 percent or more must not be operated at speeds exceeding 80 km/hr (50 
mph).

 Tire loading restrictions for manufactured homes built on or after January 1, 2002. Manufactured 
homes that are labeled pursuant to 24 CFR 3282.362 (c)(i) on or after January 1, 2002 must not 
be transported on tires loaded beyond the load rating marked on the sidewall of the tire or, in the
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absence of such a marking, the load rating specified in any of the publications of any of the 
organizations listed in FMVSS No. 119 (49 CFR 571.119, S5.1 (b)). 

 Tire inflation pressure. No motor vehicle shall be operated on a tire which has a cold inflation
pressure less than that specified for the load being carried.

 If the inflation pressure of the tire has been increased by heat because of the recent operation of
the vehicle, the cold inflation pressure shall be estimated by subtracting the inflation buildup
factor shown in Table 1 from the measured inflation pressure.

Table 1—inflation Pressure Measurement Correction for Heat 

Minimum Inflation Pressure Buildup 

Average speed of vehicle in 
the previous hour 

Tires with 1.814 kg (4,000 lbs.) 
maximum load rating or less 

Tires with over 1.814 kg 
(4,000 lbs.) load rating 

66-88.5 km/hr (41-55 mph) 34.5 kPa (5 psi) 103.4 kPa (15 psi) 

Sleeper berths (393.76) 
 Dimensions —(1) Size. A sleeper berth must be at least the following size:

Date of installation on motor 
vehicle 

Length measured 
on centerline of 
longitudinal axis 

(inches) 

Width measured 
on centerline of 
transverse axis 

(inches) 

Height measured 
from highest point of 

top of mattress 
(inches)1 

Before January 1, 1953 72 18 18 

After December 31, 1952 
and before October 1, 1975 75 21 21 

After September 30, 1975 75 24 24 

1In the case of a sleeper berth which utilizes an adjustable mechanical suspension system, the 
required clearance can be measured when the suspension system is adjusted to the height to 
which it would settle when occupied by a driver. 

 Shape. A sleeper berth installed on a motor vehicle on or after January 1, 1953 must be of
generally rectangular shape, except that the horizontal corners and the roof corners may be
rounded to radii not exceeding 10-1/2 inches.

 Access. A sleeper berth must be so constructed so that an occupant’s ready entrance to, and exit
from the sleeper berth is not unduly hindered.

 Location. A sleeper berth must not be installed in or on a semitrailer or full trailer other than a
house trailer.

 A sleeper berth located within the cargo space of a motor vehicle must be securely
compartmentalized from the remainder of the cargo space. A sleeper berth installed on or after
January 1, 1953 must be located in the cab or immediately adjacent to the cab and must be
securely fixed with relation to the cab.

 Exit from the berth. A sleeper berth installed after January 1, 1953 must have a direct and ready
means of exit from the sleeper berth into the driver’s seat or compartment. If the sleeper berth
was installed on or after January 1, 1963, the exit must be a doorway or opening at least 18
inches high and 36 inches wide. If the sleeper berth was installed before January 1, 1963, the
exit must have sufficient area to contain an ellipse having a major axis of 24 inches and a minor
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axis of 16 inches. 
 A sleeper berth installed before January 1, 1953 must either comply with the above paragraph

relating to a sleeper berth installed after January 1, 1953 or have at least two exits, each of which
is at least 18 inches high and 21 inches wide, located at opposite ends of the vehicle and usable
by the occupant without the assistance of any other person.

 Communication with the driver. A sleeper berth which is not located within the driver’s
compartment and has no direct entrance into the driver’s compartment must be equipped with a
means of communication between the occupant and the driver. The means of communication
may consist of a telephone, speaker tube, buzzer, pull cord, or other mechanical or electrical
device.

 Equipment. A sleeper berth must be properly equipped for sleeping. Its equipment must include:
 Adequate bedclothing and blankets; and
Either:
 Springs and a mattress; or
 An innerspring mattress; or
 A cellular rubber or flexible foam mattress at least four (4) inches thick; or
 A mattress filled with a fluid and of sufficient thickness when filled to prevent “bottoming- 

out” when occupied while the vehicle is in motion.
 Ventilation. A sleeper berth must have louvers or other means of providing adequate ventilation.

A sleeper berth must be reasonably tight against dust and rain.
 Protection against exhaust and fuel leaks and exhaust heat. A sleeper berth must be located so

that leaks in the vehicle’s exhaust system or fuel system do not permit fuel system gases, or
exhaust gases to enter the sleeper berth. A sleeper berth must be located so that it will not be
overheated or damaged by reason of its proximity to the vehicle’s exhaust system.

 Occupant restraint. A motor vehicle manufactured on or after July 1, 1971, and equipped with a
sleeper berth must be equipped with a means of preventing ejection of the occupant of the
sleeper berth during deceleration of the vehicle. The restraint system must be designed,
installed, and maintained to withstand a minimum total force of 6,000 pounds applied toward the
front of the vehicle and parallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle.

Exhaust Systems (393.83) 
Exhaust systems must meet the following requirements: 

 The exhaust system and discharge must be located where it is not likely to burn or damage the 
electrical wiring, the fuel supply, nor any combustible part of the vehicle.

 The discharge from the exhaust system must not be located immediately below the fuel tank or 
the fuel tank filler pipe.

 The exhaust system may not be temporarily repaired with patch or wrap material.
 The exhaust pipe and mufflers must be securely fastened to the vehicle.
 The exhaust system may not leak or discharge at any point forward of or directly below the driver 

or sleeper compartment.

For trucks and truck tractors, the exhaust system must discharge at a location to the rear of the cab, or 
above and near the rear of the cab. 

For a bus powered by a gasoline engine, the exhaust pipe must discharge at a point no farther 
forward than six inches forward of the rearmost part of the bus. 

For a bus powered by diesel or other fuel (not gasoline), the exhaust pipe must discharge either 

 At a point no farther forward than 15 inches forward of the rearmost part of the bus, or
 To the rear of all doors or windows designed to be open (not including emergency exits).
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Rear End Protection (393.86) 
Every CMV must be equipped with either bumpers or other devices that prevent the under ride of 
another vehicle. Tractors, pole trailers, and drive-away/tow-away vehicles are exempt. Certain trailers 
manufactured on or after January 26, 1998, must have rear impact guards that meet FMVSS Nos. 223 
& 224. See Texas Exception - Admin. Rule 4.12(b)(1). 

Seat Belts (393.93) 
CMVs must be equipped with seats, seat belt assemblies, and seat belt anchorages as specified in the 
FMVSS. 

Emergency Equipment (393.95) 
CMVs must carry the following emergency equipment: 

 Fire extinguisher (not required for drive-away/tow-away operations)
 Spare fuses - Refer to Enforcement Guidance in Ops Policy 15, Miscellaneous - Spare Fuses
 Warning devices for stopped vehicles

Fire Extinguishers must be securely mounted and readily accessible for use. Each extinguisher must 
have a gauge or other indicator that shows whether the extinguisher is fully charged, and a label 
showing its Underwriters' Laboratories (UL) rating. 

The fire extinguisher(s) must meet one of the following standards: 

 One extinguisher with a UL rating of 5 B:C or more or
 Two extinguishers each with a UL rating of 4 B:C or more.
 One extinguisher with a UL rating of 10 B:C, if the vehicle is transporting placardable quantities of

hazardous material.

Suspension Systems (393.207) 
Suspension systems are required to be structurally sound and in safe working order, including the 
following: 

 Axles must be in proper alignment, and no positioning part can be cracked, broken, loose, or
missing.

 Adjustable axles must have locking pins in place.
 Leaf springs must not be cracked, broken, missing, or shifted out of position.
 Coil springs must not be cracked or broken.
 Torsion bars must not be cracked or broken.
 Air suspensions must support the vehicle in a level position, and must not leak.

Steering Systems (393.209) 
Steering system must be in proper working order, which includes the following: 
 Steering wheel must be properly secured and must not have any spokes cracked through or 

missing.
 Steering wheel lash must meet the requirements of Section 393.209.
 Steering column must be securely fastened.
 Steering system must not have worn, faulty or welded universal joints, loose steering gear box, 

missing bolts, or a loose pitman arm on the steering gear output shaft.
 Power steering unit must not have loose or broken parts, frayed, cracked, or slipping belts, leaks; 

or insufficient fluid in reservoir.
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Part 395 - Hours of Service of Drivers 

GENERAL RULE - Property Carriers - Interstate (395.3) 
The following regulations only apply to property carriers and drivers operating in interstate 
commerce. 

11 Hour Rule (395.3(a)(3)) 
Drivers are allowed to drive for 11 hours following 10 consecutive hours off duty. 

Rest Breaks (395.3(a)(3)(ii)) 
30 minute rest period. A consecutive 30-minute interruption of driving status may be satisfied either by off-
duty, sleeper berth or on-duty not driving time or by a combination of off-duty, sleeper berth and on-duty 
driving time. 

14 Hour Rule (395.3(a)(2)) 
A motor carrier cannot permit or require a driver to drive beyond the 14th hour after coming on duty, 
except when a property-carrying driver complies with the provisions of 395.1(o) or 395.1(e)(2). 

 The 14-hour duty period may not be extended with off-duty time for meal stops, fuel stops, and
the like.

 For 395.1(o), see 16 Hour Exception below.
 For 395.1(e)(2) see Non-CDL Driver Exception below.

60 and 70 Hour Rules (395.3(b)) 
A motor carrier must not permit or require a driver to drive after having been on duty 

 60 total duty hours in any period of seven consecutive days if the carrier does not operate every
day of the week, or

 70 total duty hours in any period of consecutive eight days if the carrier does operate every day
of the week.

 A driver may restart a 7/8 consecutive day period after taking 34 or more consecutive hours off-
duty.

16 Hour Exception to the 14 hour rule (395.1(o)) - Applies to INTERSTATE commerce only 
Drivers may extend the 14 hour on-duty period by 2 additional hours if they: 
 Are released from duty at the normal work reporting location for the previous 5 tours the driver

has worked,
 Return to the normal work reporting location and are released from duty within 16 hours after

coming on duty following 10 consecutive hours of rest, and
 Have not used this exception in the previous 6 consecutive days, except following a 34 -hour

restart of a 7/8 day period.
Non-CDL Driver Exception 395.1(e)(2) 

Drivers who drive commercial motor vehicles which do not require a Commercial Driver’s License may be 
exempted from §395.3(a)(2), §395.8, and 395.11 and ineligible to use the provisions of §395.1(e)(1), 
(g), and (o) if: 
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(i) The driver operates a property-carrying commercial motor vehicle for which a commercial driver’s
license is not required under part 383 of this subchapter;

(ii) The driver operates within a 150 air-mile radius of the location where the driver reports to and is
released from work, i.e., the normal work reporting location;

(iii) The driver returns to the normal work reporting location at the end of each duty tour;
(iv) does not drive:

(A) After the 14th hour after coming on duty on 5 days of any period of 7 consecutive days; and
(B) After the 16th hour after coming on duty on 2 days of any period of 7 consecutive days;

(v) The motor carrier that employs the driver maintains and retains for a period of 6 months accurate
and true time records showing:
(A) The time the driver reports for duty each day;
(B) The total number of hours the driver is on duty each day;
(C) The time the driver is released from duty each day;
(D) The total time for the preceding 7 days in accordance with 395.8(j)(2) for drivers used for the

first time or intermittently.

Sleeper Berth Exception (395.1(g)) 
Drivers may split on-duty time by using a sleeper berth period, but must comply with the hours-of-
service rules. These drivers may accumulate the equivalent of 10 consecutive hours off-duty by taking 
two periods of rest, provided: 

(1)(i) A driver who operates a property-carrying commercial motor vehicle equipped with a sleeper 
berth as defined in 395.2 and 393.76: 

(A) Must, before driving, accumulate
(1) At least 10 consecutive hours off duty;
(2) At least 10 consecutive hours of sleeper-berth time;
(3) A combination of consecutive sleeper-berth and off-duty time amounting to at least 10

hours; or
(4) The equivalent of at least 10 consecutive hours off duty if the driver does not comply with

paragraph (g)(1)(i)(A)(1), (2), or (3) of this section;
(B) May not drive more than 11 hours following one of the 10-hour off-duty periods specified in

paragraph (g)(1)(i)(A)(1)-(4) of this section. However, driving is permitted only if 8 hours or
fewer have passed since the end of the driver’s last off-duty break or sleeper berth period of
at least 30 minutes; and

(C) May not drive after the 14th hour after coming on duty following one of the 10-hour off-duty
periods specified in paragraph (g)(1)(i)(A)(1)-(4) of this section; and

(D) Must exclude from the calculation of the 14-hour limit any sleeper berth period of at least 8
but less than 10 consecutive hours.

(1)(ii) Specific requirements. – The following rules apply in determining compliance with paragraph 
(g)(1)(i) of this section: 

(A) The term “equivalent of at least 10 consecutive hours off duty” means: A driver may
accumulate the equivalent of at least 10 consecutive hours off-duty by taking not more than
two periods of either sleeper berth time or a combination of off-duty time and sleeper berth
time if:
(1) Neither rest period is shorter than 2 consecutive hours;
(2) One rest period is at least 7 consecutive hours in the sleeper berth;
(3) The total of the two periods is at least 10 hours.
(4) Driving time cannot exceed the 11 or 14 hour limits in 395.3(a)(3) and 395.3(a)(2)

(B) Calculation of the 11-hour driving limit includes all driving time; compliance must be
recalculated from the end of the first of the two periods used to comply with
paragraph (g)(1)(ii)(A) of this section.

(C) Calculation of the 14-hour driving limit includes all time except qualifying rest periods under
paragraph (g)(1)(ii) of this section.
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Industry Exceptions [395.1(l), (m), (n), (p) and (r) and 49 U.S.C. 31136 Notes – Exemptions 
From Requirements Relating to Commercial Motor Vehicles and Their Operators] 
The regulation and the note to the federal statute list various industries which are exempt from some 
or all of the hours of service regulations. Please consult with the FMCSA if one of the following applies 
to you: 

 Transportation of agricultural commodities and farm supplies.
 Transportation and operation of ground water well drilling rigs
 Transportation of construction materials and equipment
 Snow and ice removal
 Operators providing transportation to movie production sites
 Railroad signal employees
 Utility Service Vehicles
 Transportation to and from a motion picture production site
 Covered Farm Vehicle

GENERAL RULE - Passenger Carriers - Interstate (395.5) 

The  following  regulations  only  apply  to  passenger  carriers  and  drivers  operating  in  interstate 
commerce. 

10 Hour Rule 
Drivers are allowed to drive for 10 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty. 

15 Hour Rule 
A motor carrier cannot permit or require a driver to drive after 15 hours are spent on duty following 8 
consecutive hours off-duty. 

60 and 70 Hour Rules 
A motor carrier must not permit or require a driver to drive after having been on duty 

 60 total duty hours in seven days
 70 total duty hours in eight days

GENERAL RULE - All Carriers - Intrastate In Texas (37 TAC 4.12) 

12 Hour Rule  
Drivers are allowed to drive for 12 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty. 

15 Hour Rule 
A motor carrier cannot permit or require a driver to drive after 15 hours are spent on duty following 8 
consecutive hours off-duty. 

NOTE: Drivers in intrastate commerce violating the 12 or 15 hour limits shall be placed out-of-service for 
eight consecutive hours. 

70 Hour Rule 
A motor carrier must not permit or require a driver to drive after having been on duty 

 70 total duty hours in seven days
 A driver may restart a 7 consecutive day period after taking 34 or more consecutive hours off-duty.
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Note: 395.3(a)(3)(ii), 395.3(c)(2) and 395.3(d) does not apply to drivers engaged in intrastate 
transportation. 

Hours of Service Documentation 

Driver’s Record of Duty Status (395.8) 
Every driver shall prepare a record of duty status (Driver’s daily log) in his/her own handwriting for each 
24-hour period, unless operating under the 150 air-mile radius exemption.

Failure to complete or retain the log, or knowingly falsifying logs or other reports, makes the driver and/or 
carrier liable to prosecution. 

Submitting/Retaining Duty Status Log (395.8(a)(2)(ii)) 
The driver must submit the original log sheet to the employing carrier within 13 days after completion. 
When a motor carrier uses a driver initially or intermittently, that carrier must obtain from him/her a signed 
statement giving the total time on duty for the preceding 7 days and the time at which he/she was last 
relieved of duty. Records of duty status must be maintained for a minimum of 6 months at the carrier’s 
principal place of business, with all supporting documents. 

Automatic On-Board Recording Devices (395.15) 
A motor carrier that installs and requires a driver to use an automatic on-board recording device before 
December 18, 2017 may continue to use the compliant automatic on-board recording device no later 
than December 16, 2019. Otherwise, the authority to use automatic on-board recording devices ends 
on December 18, 2017. 
The driver must still have in his/her possession records of duty status in automated or written form, for 
the previous 7 consecutive days. The driver must sign all hard copies of the driver’s record of duty 
status. 
Every motor carrier, its officers, drivers, agents, representatives, and employees directly concerned 
with inspection or maintenance of CMVs must comply and be conversant with these rules. 

Electronic Logging Device (ELD) (395.20) 
Beginning December 18, 2017, electronic logging devices will be required to be installed and used to 
record a driver’s hours of service under 395.8(a). Motor Carriers required to use an ELD must use 
only an ELD listed in on the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s registered ELDs list, 
accessible through the Agency’s website, http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/devices. 

A motor carrier may require a driver to record the driver’s duty status manually, rather than require the 
use of an ELD if the driver is operating a commercial motor vehicle: 
 In a manner requiring completion of a record of duty status on not more than 8 days within any

30-day period;
 In a drive-away/tow-away operation in which the vehicle being driven is part of the shipment

being delivered;
 In a drive-away/tow-away operation in which the vehicle being transported is a motor  home or

a recreational vehicle trailer; or
 That was manufactured before model year 2000, as reflected in the vehicle identification

number.

Motor carriers must manage ELD accounts, including creating, deactivating and updating accounts, 
and ensure that properly authenticated individuals have ELD accounts with appropriate rights. Driver 
and support personnel identification data must be assigned unique ELD usernames.  

If a driver uses a portable ELD, the motor carrier shall ensure that the ELD is mounted in a fixed 
position during operation of the commercial motor vehicle and visible to the driver when the driver is 
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seated in the normal driving position. 

Drivers must have in their possession an ELD information packet consisting of a user manual, an 
instruction sheet with step-by-step instructions for data transfer to produce the hours of service 
records, and a supply of blank driver’s records of duty status graph-grids sufficient to record the 
driver’s duty status and other related information for a minimum of 8 days. 

A driver and the motor carrier must ensure that the driver’s ELD records are accurate. A motor carrier 
may not coerce a driver to make a false certification of the driver’s data entries or record of duty 
status. A motor carrier must not alter or erase, or permit or require alteration or erasure of, the original 
information collected concerning the driver’s hours of service, the source data streams used to 
provide that information, or information contained in any ELD that uses the original information 
and HOS source data. 

150 Air-mile Radius Exemption - Interstate (395.1(e)(1)) 
A driver is exempt from maintaining the driver’s daily log requirements of Section 395.8 if all of the 
following requirements are met: 

Short-haul operations—(1) 150 air-mile radius driver. A driver is exempt from the requirements of 
§§395.8 and 395.11 if:

(i) The driver operates within a 150 air-mile radius (172.6 statute miles) of the normal work reporting
location;

(ii) The driver, except a driver-salesperson, returns to the work reporting location and is released from
work within 14 consecutive hours;

(iii)(A) A property-carrying commercial motor vehicle driver has at least 10 consecutive hours off-duty 
separating each 14 hours on-duty;

(B) A passenger-carrying commercial motor vehicle driver has at least 8 consecutive hours off-duty 
separating each 14 hours on-duty; and

(iv) The motor carrier that employs the driver maintains and retains for a period of 6 months accurate and 
true time records showing:

(A) The time the driver reports for duty each day;

(B) The total number of hours the driver is on-duty each day;

(C) The time the driver is released from duty each day; and

(D) The total time for the preceding 7 days in accordance with §395.8(j)(2) for drivers used for the first
time or intermittently.
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The motor carrier that employs the driver maintains and retains for a period of six months true and 
accurate time and business records that show:

 The time the driver reports for duty each day.
 The total number of hours the driver is on duty each day.
 The time the driver is released from duty each day.
 The total time for the preceding seven days for first-time or intermittent drivers.

150 Air-mile Radius Exception - Intrastate Texas (37 TAC 4.12) 

A driver is exempt from maintaining the driver’s daily log requirements of Section 395.8 if all of the 
following requirements are met: 

The driver operates within a 150 air-mile radius of the normal work reporting location.
The driver returns to the work reporting location and is released from work within 14
consecutive hours.
Each 14 hours on duty are separated by at least 8 consecutive hours off duty.
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Hours of Service Record for First Time or Intermittent Drivers 

Hours of Service Record for First Time or Intermittent Drivers 

Instructions:  When using a driver for the first time, or intermittently, a signed statement must be obtained, 
giving the total time on duty (driving, and on-duty not driving) during the immediate preceding seven days, 
and that time at which the driver was last relieved from the previous employer prior to beginning work 

Name (Print) 
First Middle Last

DAY TIME ON DUTY 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

TOTAL 

I hereby certify that the information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, and that the time I was last released from being on duty was at on . 

Signature: Date:

Note: This form is provided as a suggested format for a documenting the new or intermittent driver’s on- 
duty time for the previous 7 days, as required by 49 C.F.R. 395.8(j)(2). Use of this form is not required, but 
obtaining documentation and the signature of the driver is required. 
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Monthly Summary of Hours Worked and Hours Available 

SUMMARY OF HOURS WORKED AND HOURS AVAILABLE 

This summary page may be used either alone or in conjunction with the “Weekly Recap” or “Redi Recap” section on the face of 
many Record of Duty Status (RODS) forms to assist the driver in computing his or her time.  Entries should be made each day, 
even if the driver does not work on that particular day.  The record of “Total On Duty Hours” under the heading “PREVIOUS 
MONTH”S REFERENCE” may be used to assist in computing the hours available at the beginning of the month, and is a 
reminder that the last several days of the prior month do affect the hours available for the first several days of this month. 

PREVIOUS MONTH’S REFERENCE Day 
(4) 

Date 
(5) 

Hours 
Worked 

Today (6) 

Total Hours 
Last 6 days 

(7) 

Total Hours 
Last 7 Days 

(8) 

Hours Eligible to 
Work/Drive 

Tomorrow (9) 
Date 
(1) 

Ref. # 
(2) 

Hours 
Worked (3) 

 1
 2

3
4
5
6
7

Total 8

Instructions 
- Columns 1 & 5 – enter appropriate date
- Column 2 – if necessary, a number to
locate time record for the relevant date.
- Column 3 & 6 – add together all Driving
Time (status 3 on a RODS) and On-Duty
Not Driving Time (Status 4 on a RODS) for
each day.
- Column 7 OR 8 – Add up the Time
Worked (Columns 3 & 6) for the
appropriate number of days:

= Use Column (7) if you are under the 
following rules: 

+ 60 hours in 7 days under
49 CFR 395.3(b)(1) or 
49 CFR 395.5(b)(1). 

+ 70 hours in 7 days under 37 TAC 4.12
= Use column (8) if you are under 

49 CFR 395.3(b)(2) or 
49 CFR 395.5(b)(2). 

- Column 9 – Subtract Column 6 and
Column 7 or 8 from either 60 or 70 hours,
as appropriate, and enter here.
This is the amount of time available for
work/driving on the following day.

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

On  the  day  before  a driver  completes  a  proper  34 hour  restart  under  49 C.F.R. 395.3(c)  or  under  37 TAC 4.12,  the 
driver may line through the blocks and write "34 hour restart." After a proper restart, the driver's hours available will 
revert to 60 or 70 hours, as appropriate. 

Note : This form is provided as a suggested format for ensuring a driver complies with the 
appropriate ''weekly" rule. A driver or .a motor carrier is not required to use tiny format, but is 
required to comply with the applicable rule cited in the "Instructions" block above. 
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CRITERIA: DRIVERS MAY PREPARE THIS REPORT INSTEAD OF THE “RECORD 
OF DUTY STATUS” (RODS) OR “DRIVER’S DAILY LOG” IF THE FOLLOWING 

Interstate Property 
-  Operates within the 150 air-
mile radius of headquarters

-  Returns to headquarters and is
released from work within 14 
consecutive hours

-  At least 10 consecutive hours
off duty separates each 14
hours of duty.

- Drives no more than 11 hours
after each 10 hours off duty.

Interstate Passenger 
-  Operates within the 150 air-
mile radius of headquarters

-  Returns to headquarters and is
released from work within 14 
consecutive hours

-  At least 8 consecutive hours off
duty separates each 14 hours
of duty.

- Drives no more than 10 hours
after each 8 hours off duty.

Intrastate (Texas) 
-  Operates within the 150 air-
mile radius of headquarters

-  Returns to headquarters and is
released from work within 14
consecutive hours

-  At least 8 consecutive hours
off duty separates each
14 hours of duty.

Driver’s Time Record (150 mile exemption) 

DRIVER’S TIME RECORD 

Driver’s Name Employee No. Month Year 

INTERMITTENT 
DRIVERS 

Shall complete this form for 7 
days preceding any day 
driving is performed. If 
driving is performed in the 
first seven days of this month, 
the appropriate number of 
days from the previous month 
shall also be recorded. 

Date Start Time 
“All Duty” 

End Time 
“All Duty” 

Total Hours 
Worked 

Total Hours 
Driving 

Truck/Unit 
Number 

Headquarters Location 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

Check this box if the driver performed no driving duties during this month or the first seven days of the following month. 

This form must be prepared monthly by each DOT certified driver unless time records are exclusively kept on a 
RODS.  Indicate “days off.” 

Note:  This  form  is   provided   as   a   suggested   format   for   a   driver’s   time   record   under 
49 C.F.R. 395.1(e) and 37 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 4.12. Use of this or a similar form is not required. 
Any day in which a driver does not meet the “CRITERIA” listed above, the driver must record 
time on a Record of Duty Status/Driver’s Daily Log form. 
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Part 396 - Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance 

General Requirements (396.3(a)) 
Every carrier shall systematically inspect, repair, and maintain all commercial motor vehicles under its 
control. 

Record Keeping Requirements (396.3(b)) 
Motor carriers must maintain the following information for every vehicle they have controlled for 30 days 
or more: 

 Identifying information, including company number, make, serial number, year, and tire size
 A schedule of inspections to be performed, including type and due date
 Inspection, repair, and maintenance records
 Records of tests conducted on buses with push-out windows, emergency doors, and marking

lights.

Retention Requirements (396.3(c)) 
These records must be retained for one year at the location where the vehicle is garaged, and maintained 
for six months after the vehicle leaves the carrier's control (via sale, trade-in, or scrap). 

Roadside Inspection Reports (396.9(d)(1) and (d)(2)) 
Any driver who receives a roadside inspection report must deliver it to the motor carrier. Motor Carriers 
must review the report and correct violations noted. You can receive an e-mail whenever one of your 
trucks is inspected by completing an MCS-32 form. 

Certification of Roadside Inspection Reports (396.9(d)(3)) 
An official of the motor carrier is to examine the roadside inspection report and ensure that any violations 
or defects noted on the report are corrected. Within 15 days after the inspection, the carrier must sign the 
completed roadside inspection report to certify that all violations have been corrected, and then return it 
to the indicated address. A copy must be retained for 12 months from the date of inspection. 

Post-Trip Inspection Report (396.11) 
The driver of a passenger-carrying CMV subject to this regulation must prepare a daily written post-trip 
inspection report at the end of each driving day even if no defect or deficiency is discovered. The driver 
of a property-carrying CMV must prepare an inspection report only when a defect or deficiency is 
discovered by or reported to the driver. This report must cover at least the following parts and 
accessories: 

 Service Brakes (including trailer brake connections)  Windshield wipers
 Parking (hand) brake  Rearview mirrors
 Steering mechanism  Coupling devices
 Lighting devices and reflectors  Wheels and rims
 Tires  Emergency equipment
 Horn
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The report must list any condition that the driver either found or had reported to him/her that would affect 
safety of operation or cause a breakdown. If no defect or deficiency is reported or found, the report should 
state this. The driver must sign the report in all cases.  The carrier shall ensure that a certification has 
been made as to any damage, defect or deficiency has been corrected, or state those damages, 
defects or deficiencies do not require immediate correction, before the vehicle is operated again. 
Carriers must keep the original post-trip inspection report and the certification of repairs for at least 
three months from the date of preparation. 

Before starting out on the next trip, the driver must be satisfied that the motor vehicle is in safe operating 
condition. If the last vehicle inspection report notes any deficiencies, the driver must review and sign to 
acknowledge that necessary repairs have been completed. 

Exceptions (396.11(d)) 
The rules in this section shall not apply to: 

 a private motor carrier of passengers (non-business),
 a drive-away/tow-away operation, or
 any motor carrier operating only one commercial motor vehicle.

Periodic Inspection (396.17) 
Every CMV, including each segment of a combination vehicle requires periodic inspection that must be 
performed at least once every 12 months. At a minimum, inspections must include all items enumerated 
in the Minimum Periodic Inspection Standards of the FMCSR except if the motor carrier is subject to a 
mandatory state inspection. 

Note: The term commercial motor vehicle includes each vehicle in a combination vehicle. For example, 
for a tractor semitrailer, full trailer combination, the tractor, semitrailer, and the full trailer (including the 
converter dolly if so equipped) shall each be inspected. 

Documentation (report, sticker, or decal) of the most recent periodic inspection must be kept on the 
vehicle (396.17(c)). 

Periodic Inspection Recordkeeping Requirements (396.21) 
(a) The qualified inspector performing the inspection shall prepare a report which:

(1) Identifies the individual performing the inspection;
(2) Identifies the motor carrier operating the vehicle;
(3) Identifies the date of the inspection;
(4) Identifies the vehicle inspected;
(5) Identifies the vehicle components inspected and describes the results of the inspection,

including the identification of those components not meeting the minimum standards set
forth in Appendix G to this subchapter; and

(6) Certifies the accuracy and completeness of the inspection as complying with all the
requirements of this section.

(b)(1) The original or a copy of the inspection report shall be retained by the motor carrier or other 
entity who is responsible for the inspection for a period of fourteen months from the date of 
the inspection report. The original or a copy of the inspection report shall be retained where 
the vehicle is either housed or maintained. 

(2) The original or a copy of the inspection report shall be available for inspection upon
demand of an authorized Federal, State or local official.

(3) Exception. Where the motor carrier operating the commercial motor vehicles did not perform
the commercial motor vehicle's last annual inspection, the motor carrier shall be responsible
for obtaining the original or a copy of the last annual inspection report upon demand of an
authorized Federal, State, or local official.
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Inspector Qualification (396.19) 
Motor carriers must ensure that persons performing annual inspections are qualified as follows: 

 understand the inspection standards of Part 393 and Appendix G of the FMCSR
 be able to identify defective components
 have knowledge and proficiency in methods, procedures, and tools.

Inspectors may have gained experience or training by: 

 completing a State or Federal training program, or earning a State or Canadian Province
qualifying certificate in commercial motor vehicle safety inspections

 a combination of other training or experience totaling at least a year.

Motor carriers must retain evidence of an inspector's qualifications until one year after the inspector ceases 
to perform inspections for the carrier. 

Equivalent to Periodic Inspection (396.17 - 396.23) 
A commercial motor vehicle (CMV) registered in Texas must meet periodic inspection requirements 
through the Texas, or another approved state, CMV inspection program. Texas trucking companies with 
vehicles registered in Texas, but domiciled in other states will be able to have their equipment legally 
inspected in the states they are domiciled in while maintaining Texas registration. The following 
equivalents listed in the federal regulations only apply to carriers in states without a mandatory 
inspection program: 

 Self-inspection by qualified employee; or
 Third party inspection by qualified individual

Brake Inspector Qualification (396.25) 
The motor carrier is responsible for ensuring that all inspections, maintenance, repairs, and service to 
brakes of commercial motor vehicles comply with these regulations. The carrier must ensure that the 
employees responsible for brake inspection, maintenance, service, or repairs meet minimum brake 
inspector qualifications. 

The brake inspector must: 

 understand and be able to perform the brake service and inspection.
 know the methods, procedures, tools and equipment needed; and
 be qualified to perform brake service or inspection by training and/or experience.

 Qualifying brake training or experience includes successful completion of: 

 a State, Canadian Province, Federal agency, or union training program,
 a State-approved training program,
 training that led to attainment of a State or Canadian Province qualifying certificate to perform

assigned brake service or inspection tasks, including passage of CDL air brake tests in the case
of a brake inspection, or

 one year of brake-related training, experience, or combination of both.

Motor carriers must maintain evidence of brake inspector qualification at the principal place of business 
or the location where the inspector works. Evidence must be retained for the period during which the 
brake inspector is employed in that capacity, and for one year thereafter. 
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North American Standard Inspection Procedure 
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North American Standard  Inspection  Procedure -Page 2 
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Driver’s Vehicle Inspection Report 

Driver’s Vehicle Inspection Report 
Under 49 C.F.R. 396.11 

Driver’s Inspection - Check any defective item and give details under “Remarks.” 

Date:  Truck/Tractor No. 

Air Compressor 
Air Lines 
Battery 
Brake Accessories 
Brakes 
Carburetor 
Clutch 
Defroster 
Drive Line 
Engine 
Fifth Wheel 
Front Axle 
Fuel Tanks 
Heater 
Horn 

Trailer No. 
Brake Connections 
Brakes 
Coupling Chains 
Coupling (King) Pin 

Trailer No. 
Brake Connections 
Brakes 
Coupling Chains 
Coupling (King) Pin 

Lights 
Head - Stop 
Tail - Dash 
Turn Indicators 

Mirrors 
Muffler 
Oil Pressure 
On-board Recorder 
Radiator 
Rear End 
Reflectors 

Doors 
Hitch 
Landing Gear 
Lights - All 
Roof 

Doors 
Hitch 
Landing Gear 
Lights - All 
Roof 

Safety Equipment 
Fire Extinguisher 
Flags-Flares-Fuses 
Spare Bulbs & Fuses 
Spare Seal Beam 

Springs 
Starter 
Steering 
Tachograph 
Tires 
Transmission 
Wheels 
Windows 
Windshield Wipers 
Other 

Springs 
Tarpaulin 
Tires 
Wheels 
Other 

Springs 
Tarpaulin 
Tires 
Wheels 
Other 

Remarks:  

The Condition of the above vehicle(s) is/are Satisfactory 

Driver’s Printed Name: Driver’s Signature:   

Mechanics Certification (Not Required if Condition of Vehicle(s) was/were Satisfactory): 

Above defects were corrected. Above defects need not be corrected for safe operation of the vehicle(s) 

Mechanic’s Signature: Date: 

Next Driver’s Review (Not Required if Condition of Vehicle(s) was/were Satisfactory): 

Driver’s Signature: Date: 

Note:  This form is provided as a suggested format for performing and documenting a driver’s vehicle inspection. 
A motor carrier may use any format for reporting a driver’s vehicle inspection which complies with 396.11. 
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Vehicle Service Due Status Report 

VEHICLE SERVICE DUE STATUS REPORT 
Under 49 C.F.R. 396.3 

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION 

Make Serial Number

Year Tire Size

Company Number/Other ID Owner (if leased) 

Date of 
Inspection 

Type of 
Inspection 

Mileage at Time 
of Inspection 

Date Next 
Inspection Due 

Mileage Type of 
Inspection Due 

Inspection Due 

Note:  This form is provided as a suggested format for performing and documenting a vehicle’s inspection 
schedule. A motor carrier may use any format for tracking a vehicle’s inspections which complies with 396.3. 
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Inspection, Repair & Maintenance Record 

INSPECTION, REPAIR & MAINTENANCE RECORD 
Under 49 C.F.R. 396.3 

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION 

Make Serial Number

Year Tire Size

Company Number/Other ID Owner (if leased) 

Date Operation Performed: Inspection, Maintenance, Repair

Note:  This form is provided as a suggested format for documenting a vehicle’s inspection, maintenance and 
repairs. A motor carrier may use any format for tracking a vehicle’s inspections which complies with 396.
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Annual Vehicle Inspection Report 

ANNUAL VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT 
Under 49 C.F.R. 396.17 through 396.21 
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Brake Inspector Qualifications Certificate 

BRAKE INSPECTOR QUALIFICATIONS CERTIFICATE 
49 C.F.R. 396.25 

“Brake Inspector” means any employee of a motor carrier who is responsible for ensuring all brake inspections, 
maintenance, service, or repairs to any commercial motor vehicle, subject to the motor carrier’s control, meet the 
applicable Federal standards. 

No motor carrier shall require or permit any employee who does not meet minimum brake inspector qualifications of 
49 C.F.R. 396.25(d) to be responsible for the inspection, maintenance, service or repairs of any brakes on its commercial 
motor vehicles. 

Minimum Qualifications 

Understands the brake service or inspection task to be accomplished and can perform that task; and 

Is knowledgeable of and has mastered the methods, procedures, tools and equipment used when performing an 
assigned brake service or inspection task; and 

Is capable of performing the assigned brake service or inspection by reason of experience, training or both as follows: 

I. Has successfully completed an apprenticeship program sponsored by a State, a Canadian Province, a Federal 
agency or a labor union, or a training program approved by a State, Provincial or Federal agency, or has a 
certificate from a State or Canadian Province which qualifies the person to perform the assigned brake service or 
inspection task (including passage of Commercial Driver's  License air brake tests in the case of a brake 
inspection); 
Name, Location & Date:  

or 

II. Has brake related training or experience or a combination thereof totaling at least one year. Such training or
experience may consist of:

Participation in a training program sponsored by a brake or vehicle manufacturer or similar commercial 
training program designed to train students in brake maintenance or inspection similar to the assigned brake 
service or inspection tasks; 

Name, Location & Date: 
(years) experience performing brake maintenance or inspection similar to the 

assigned brake service or inspection task in a motor carrier maintenance program; or 

Name, Location & Date: 
(years) experience performing brake maintenance or inspection similar to the assigned brake 

service or inspection task at a commercial garage, fleet leasing company, or similar facility. 

Name, Location & Date: 

I certify the above information is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

Brake Inspector’s Signature Brake Inspector’s Printed Name Date 

Motor Carrier Supervisor/Employee’s Signature Motor Carrier Supervisor/Employee’s Printed Name Date 

Evidence of Inspector Qualifications is on file at:   
Note: This form is provided as a suggested format for documenting a brake inspector’s qualifications. A motor 
carrier may use any format for documenting a brake inspector’s qualifications which complies with 396.25. 
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MCS-32 

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
MOTOR CARRIER BUREAU 

ELECTRONIC MAIL VERIFICATION FORM 
Valid Positive Results and/or Roadside Inspection Notices 

This form will be rejected if not signed by the Owner, President, or other Senior Official of the carrier, or by an 
individual if they are also the motor carrier. 

I, , at, ,
Print Name of Individual Verifying the E-mail Address Telephone Number (Area Code & Extension) 

am  Owner, President, Self, or Other (specify): 
Verifying Individual’s Position or Title 

of  , C,
Print Name of the Company you Represent, Own, or Operate TXDOT Number 

(if any) 

at  , ,
Print Physical Address USDOT Number

(if any) 

or  ,
Print Mailing Address (if different) 

affirm that the following electronic mail address is correct and is secure pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 
40.255(b)(2).  I request (Check all that apply): 

responses to requests for Release of CDL Holder’s Reported Positive Alcohol or Controlled 
Substance Test Results to be sent by electronic mail to the following individual’s electronic 
mail address. I understand that this information is confidential, and will only be released to 
others pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 40.25 or a valid court order. 
notification of any roadside inspections involving my commercial motor vehicles sent to this 
electronic mail address. 

Print Electronic Mail Address Print Name 

Print Individual’s Telephone Number Print Company 
If the above telephone numbers do not work, you can reach us at one of the following additional 
telephone numbers: 

Print Additional Telephone Numbers 

SIGNATURE 

ACKNOWLEDGED before me, this day of , 20 . 

NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR 

My Commission expires: 

Motor Carrier Bureau Use Only: Date E-mail Address Verified Verified by 

Date CP Number Checked If no applicable CP number, new CP number issued 
Deliver  or Mail  this  original form to the  MCS Supervisor, Motor Carrier  Bureau,  Texas
Department of Public Safety, 6200 Guadalupe, MSC# 0521, Austin, Texas 78752-4019. 

MCS-32 (Rev 06/01/07) 
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SECTION 2 – HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Do you transport hazardous materials? 
Hazardous materials means a substance or material that the Secretary of Transportation has 
determined is capable of posing an unreasonable risk to health, safety, and property when transported 
in commerce, and has designated as hazardous under section 5103 of Federal hazardous materials 
transportation law (49 U.S.C. 5103). The term includes hazardous substances, hazardous wastes, 
marine pollutants, elevated temperature materials, materials designated as hazardous in the 
Hazardous Materials Table (see 49 CFR 172.101), and materials that meet the defining criteria for 
hazard classes and divisions in part 173 of this subchapter. It is important to know if you are 
transporting hazardous materials because violations of the HMR carry civil fines in accordance with 
Appendix B to Part 386 - Penalty Schedule; Violations and Maximum Monetary Penalties, and 
possible criminal penalties including up to five years in jail. Hazardous materials fall into one of the 
following basic classes and divisions: 

Explosives 1.1 

 Spontaneously Combustible, 4.2 Explosives 1.2 

Dangerous When Wet, 4.3 Explosives 1.3 

Oxidizer, 5.1 Explosives 1.4 

Organic Peroxide, 5.2 Explosives 1.5 

Poison Liquid or Solid, 6.1 Explosives 1.6 

Infectious Substance, 6.2 Flammable Gas, 2.1 

Radioactive, 7 Non-Flammable Gas, 2.2 

Corrosive, 8 Poison Gas, 2.3 

Miscellaneous, 9 Flammable & Combustible Liquids, 3 

To determine if a material you are transporting is hazardous, contact the shipper who provided the 
material or see the definitions of these materials in the HMR. 

What do I need to do if I transport hazardous material? 
Intrastate motor carriers must only comply with Parts 107 (Subpart G), 171-173, 177, 178, 179 (Subpart 
E), and 180. Interstate motor carriers must comply with HMR, 49 CFR 100-180. These regulations 
include requirements including registration, training, shipping papers, labels, placards, and packages. 
There are additional requirements in the FMCSR, which include insurance requirements, operational 
restrictions, CDL endorsements, routing, parking, and attendance requirements for hazardous 
materials. 

Parking (397.7)
Every motor vehicle containing hazardous materials must be driven and parked in compliance with the 
laws, ordinances and regulations of the jurisdiction in which it is operated unless addressed specifically 
by the FMCSR. 

A motor vehicle containing a Division 1.1, 1.2 or 1.3 (explosive) must be attended at all times by its 
driver or a qualified representative of the motor carrier that operates it. 

Flammable Solids, 4.1 

Table 2-1
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Smoking (397.13)
No person may smoke or carry a lighted cigarette, cigar, or pipe on or within 25 feet of: 

 A motor vehicle which contains Class 1 material, Class 5 materials, or flammable materials
classified as a Division 2.1, Class 3, Division 4.1 and 4.2; or

 An empty tank motor vehicle which has been used to transport Class 3, flammable materials
or Division 2.1 flammable gases, which when used, was required to be marked or placarded
in accordance with the rules in 49 CFR 177.823.

Hazardous Materials Training 
No carrier may transport a hazardous material unless each hazmat employee who will operate a motor 
vehicle has been trained in the applicable requirements of 49 CFR parts 380, 390-397 and the 
procedures necessary for the safe operation of that motor vehicle. 

Driver training shall include the following (177.816): 
 Pre-Trip Inspection
 Use of vehicle controls and equipment
 Operation of the vehicle
 Procedures for maneuvering tunnels, bridges and railroad crossings
 Attendance requirements
 Parking requirements
 Smoking requirements
 Loading and unloading procedures
 Compatibility and segregation requirements
 Specialized requirements for cargo tanks and portable tanks

Frequency and Recordkeeping (172.704) 
 Initial training - Within 90 days after employment or a change in job function
 Recurrent Training - Every three years
 Recordkeeping - Maintain records of all training for previous three years

Hazardous Materials Registration (49 CFR Part 107.601) 
Carriers are required to register with the Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
if they transport in interstate or intrastate commerce: 

 A hazardous material in a bulk package having a capacity equal to or greater than 3,500 gallons
for liquids or gases or more than 468 cubic feet for solids

 A quantity of hazardous material that requires placards under provisions of subpart F of part 172.

For more PHMSA information about rules go to https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/  or to register go 
to https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/registration/online-registration 

For non-Division 1.1, 1.2, or 1.3 material, a vehicle does not have to always be attended if all the following 
conditions exist:

 The vehicle is located on the property of a motor carrier, on the property of a shipper or consignee of the
explosives, in a safe haven, or, in the case of a vehicle containing 50 pounds or less of a Division 1.1,
1.2, or 1.3 material, on a construction or survey site; and

 The lawful bailee of the explosives is aware of the nature of the explosives the vehicle contains and has
been instructed in the procedures which must be followed in emergencies; and

 The vehicle is within the bailee's unobstructed field of view or is located in a safe haven.
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INFORMATION CENTER (HMIC) 
1-800-HMR-4922 (1-800-467-4922) or (202) 366-4488 (Washington, D.C.)

https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/standards-rulemaking/hazmat/hazardous-materials-information-center

The Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) (formerly RSPA) operates the 
HMIC for help on use of the HMR 49 CFR Parts 100-185. The phone number is menu driven when 
calling from a touch-tone phone. Non-touch tone phone callers must use the telephone number 
(202) 366-8553. Callers will be directed through an automated menu that provides options to:
 Obtain help with use of the Hazardous Material Regulations (49 CFR Parts 100-185)
 For information concerning hazardous materials transportation and rulemakings
 To report violations of the HMR
 To receive recent copies of Federal Register publications or DOT special permits
 To request copies of training materials
 To request a formal letter of interpretation

Intrastate Motor Carriers: (390.3(g)) 
The following rules apply to motor carriers that transport hazardous materials in intrastate commerce and 
to the motor vehicles that transport hazardous materials in intrastate commerce. 

 Part 385, subparts A and E, for carriers subject to the requirements of 385.403 of this subchapter
 Part 386, Rules of Practice
 Part 387, Minimum Levels of Financial Responsibility
 Part 390, Unified Registration System and Marking of Commercial Motor Vehicles

Intrastate carriers that require HM permits must apply for a USDOT number and will be subject to a 
compliance review. The safety rating issued to the intrastate carrier is for the safety permit process only 
and unless specifically noted, will be calculated based on State violations equivalent to FMCSR list of 
critical and acute violations. 

Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
Threat Assessments for CDL HM Endorsements 

In accordance with the USA Patriot Act, the federal Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and 
the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) have adopted rules to secure the transport of hazardous 
materials. These rules require TSA to perform a security threat assessment on all commercial drivers 
who transport hazardous materials. The security threat assessment process includes collecting an 
individual's fingerprints and verifying US citizenship, immigration eligibility or permanent legal presence 
in the United States.

An individual cannot be issued a Texas commercial driver license (CDL) with a hazardous materials 
endorsement (HME) until the individual completes the security threat assessment and obtains 
clearance from TSA.

Individuals are not allowed to transfer the remaining validity period of an HME issued by another state. 
Since a new security threat assessment is required with a Texas CDL application, existing HME holders 
will be granted a 90-day temporary endorsement at the time of issuance if all other HME requirements 
are met.

Detailed information regarding the USA Patriot Act, including the waiver and appeal process, is 
available on the TSA website at www.tsa.gov.
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Who must hold a Safety Permit? (Parts 385.403) 
After the date following January 1, 2005, that a motor carrier is required to file a Motor Carrier 
Identification Report Form (MCS-150) according to the schedule set forth in §390.19(a) of this chapter, 
the motor carrier may not transport in interstate or intrastate commerce any of the following hazardous 
materials, in the quantity indicated for each, unless the motor carrier holds a safety permit: 
 A highway route-controlled quantity of a Class 7 (radioactive) material, as defined in §173.403 of

this title;
 More than 25 kg (55 pounds) net weight of a Division 1.1, 1.2, or 1.3 (explosive) material or

articles or an amount of a Division 1.5 (explosive) material requiring placarding under part 172 of
this title;

 More than one liter (1.08 quarts) per package of a “material poisonous by inhalation,” as defined
in §171.8 of this title, that meets the criteria for “hazard zone A,” as specified in §173.116(a) or
§173.133(a) of this title;

 A “material poisonous by inhalation,” in a "bulk packaging," both defined in §171.8 of this title,
that meets the criteria for “hazard zone B,” as specified in §173.116(a) or §173.133(a);

 A “material poisonous by inhalation,” as defined in §171.8 of this title, that meets the criteria for
“hazard zone C,” or “hazard zone D,” as specified in §173.116(a) of this title, in a
packaging having a capacity equal to or greater than 13,248 L (3,500) gallons; or

 A shipment of methane (compressed or refrigerated liquid), natural gas (compressed or
refrigerated liquid), or any other compressed or refrigerated liquefied gas with a methane content
of at least 85 percent, in a bulk packaging having a capacity equal to or greater than 13,248
L (3,500 gallons).

How does a motor carrier apply for a safety permit? (385.405T) 
 To apply and renew a safety permit, a motor carrier must submit a completed MCS-150B Form
 A MCS-150B Form will satisfy the requirements for obtaining or renewing a USDOT Number;

there is no need to complete a MCS-150 Form
 Forms may be obtained at http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov or by phone 1-800-832-5660
 A motor carrier must be registered with PHMSA in accordance with part 107, Subpart G, of this

title
 A motor carrier holding a safety permit must report to FMCSA any change in the information on

MCS-150B Form within 30 days of the change.

What conditions must a motor carrier satisfy for FMCSA to issue a Safety Permit (385.407) 
 Motor carrier safety performance.

 The motor carrier must have a "Satisfactory" safety rating assigned by either FMCSA,
pursuant to the Safety Fitness Procedures of this part, or the State in which the motor
carrier has its principal place of business, if the State has adopted and
implemented safety fitness procedures that are equivalent to the procedures in subpart A
of this part; and,

 FMCSA will not issue a safety permit to a motor carrier that:
 Does not certify that it has a satisfactory security program as required in §385.407(b);
 Has a crash rate in the top 30 percent of the national average as indicated in the FMCSA

Motor Carrier Management Information System (MCMIS); or
 Has a driver, vehicle, hazardous materials, or total out-of-service rate in the top 30

percent of the national average as indicated in the MCMIS.
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 Satisfactory security program. The motor carrier must certify that it has a satisfactory security
program, including:
 A security plan meeting the requirements of part 172, subpart I of this title, and addressing

how the carrier will ensure the security of the written route plan required by this part;
 A communications plan that allows for contact between the commercial motor vehicle

operator and the motor carrier to meet the periodic contact requirements in §385.415(c)(1);
and

 Successful completion by all hazmat employees of the security training required in
§172.704(a)(4) and (a)(5) of this title.

 Registration with the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA). The motor
carrier must be registered with PHMSA in accordance with part 107, subpart G of this title.

When may a temporary safety permit be issued to a motor carrier? (385.409) 
 Temporary safety permit. If a motor carrier does not meet the criteria in §385.407(a), FMCSA may

issue it a temporary safety permit. To obtain a temporary safety permit a motor carrier must certify
on Form MCS–150B that it is operating in full compliance with the HMRs; with the FMCSRs,
and/or comparable State regulations, whichever is applicable; and with the minimum financial
responsibility requirements in part 387 of this chapter or in State regulations, whichever is
applicable.

 FMCSA will not issue a temporary safety permit to a motor carrier that:
 Does not certify that it has a satisfactory security program as required in §385.407(b);
 Has a crash rate in the top 30 percent of the national average as indicated in the

FMCSA’s MCMIS; or
 Has a driver, vehicle, hazardous materials, or total out-of-service rate in the top 30

percent of the national average as indicated in the MCMIS.
 A temporary safety permit shall be valid for 180 days after the date of issuance or until the motor

carrier is assigned a new safety rating, whichever occurs first.
 A motor carrier that receives a Satisfactory safety rating will be issued a safety permit (see

§385.421T).
 A motor carrier that receives a less than Satisfactory safety rating is ineligible for a safety

permit and will be subject to revocation of its temporary safety permit.
 If a motor carrier has not received a safety rating within the 180-day time period, FMCSA will

extend the effective date of the temporary safety permit for an additional 60 days, provided the
motor carrier demonstrates that it is continuing to operate in full compliance with the FMCSRs
and HMRs.

What operational requirements apply to the transportation of a hazardous material for 
which a permit is required? (385.415) 
 Information that must be carried in the vehicle. During transportation, the following must be

maintained in each commercial motor vehicle that transports a hazardous material listed in
§385.403 and must be made available to an authorized official of a Federal, State, or local
government agency upon request.
 A copy of the safety permit or another document showing the permit number, provided that

document clearly indicates the number is the FMCSA Safety Permit number;
 A written route plan that meets the requirements of §397.101 of this chapter for highway

route-controlled Class 7 (radioactive) materials or §397.67 of this chapter for Division 1.1,
1.2, and 1.3 (explosive) materials; and

HM-5 A Texas Motor Carrier's Guide to Highway Safety



 The telephone number, including area code or country code, of an employee of the motor
carrier or representative of the motor carrier who is familiar with the routing of the permitted
material. The motor carrier employee or representative must be able to verify that the
shipment is within the general area for the expected route for the permitted material. The
telephone number, when called, must be answered directly by the motor carrier or its
representative at all times while the permitted material is in transportation including storage
incidental to transportation. Answering machines are not sufficient to meet this requirement.

 Inspection of vehicle transporting Class 7 (radioactive) materials. Before a motor carrier may
transport a highway route controlled quantity of a Class 7 (radioactive) material, the motor carrier
must have a pre-trip inspection performed on each motor vehicle to be used to transport a
highway route controlled quantity of a Class 7 (radioactive) material, in accordance with the
requirements of the “North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria and Level VI Inspection
Procedures and Out-of-Service Criteria for Commercial Highway Vehicles Transporting
Transuranics and Highway Route Controlled Quantities of Radioactive Materials as defined in 49
CFR Part 173.403,”

 Additional requirements. A motor carrier transporting hazardous materials requiring a permit
under this part must also meet the following requirements:
 The operator of a motor vehicle used to transport a hazardous material listed in §385.403

must follow the communications plan required in §385.407(b)(2) to make contact with the
carrier at the beginning and end of each duty tour, and at the pickup and delivery of each
permitted load. Contact may be by telephone, radio or via an electronic tracking or
monitoring system. The motor carrier or driver must maintain a record of communications
for 6 months after the initial acceptance of a shipment of hazardous material for which a
safety permit is required. The record of communications must contain the name of the
driver, identification of the vehicle, permitted material(s) being transported, and the date,
location, and time of each contact required under this section.

 The motor carrier should contact the Transportation Security Administration’s
Transportation Security Coordination Center (703–563–3236 or 703–563–3237) at any
time the motor carrier suspects its shipment of a hazardous material listed in §385.403 is
lost, stolen or otherwise unaccounted for.

How long is a safety permit effective? (385.419) 
Unless suspended or revoked, a safety permit (other than a temporary safety permit) is effective for two 
years, except that: 

 A safety permit will be subject to revocation if a motor carrier fails to submit a renewal application
(Form MCS-150B) in accordance with the schedule set forth for filing Form MCS-150 in
§390.19(a) of this chapter; and

 An existing safety permit will remain in effect pending FMCSA’s processing of an application for
renewal if a motor carrier submits the required application (Form MS-150B) in accordance with the
schedule set forth in §390.19(a)(2) and (a)(3) of this chapter.

Under what circumstances will a safety permit be subject to revocation or suspension by 
FMCSA? (385.421T) 
A safety permit will be subject to revocation or suspension by FMCSA for the following reasons:  
 A motor carrier fails to submit a renewal application (Form MCS–150B) in accordance with the

schedule set forth in §390.19T(a)(2) and (3) of this chapter;
 A motor carrier provides any false or misleading information on its application (Form MCS–

150B), or as part of updated information it is providing on Form MCS–150B (see
§385.405T(d));

 A motor carrier is issued a final safety rating that is less than Satisfactory;
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 A motor carrier fails to maintain a satisfactory security plan as set forth in §385.407(b);
 A motor carrier fails to comply with applicable requirements in the FMCSRs, the HMRs,

or compatible State requirements governing the transportation of hazardous materials, in a manner
showing that the motor carrier is not fit to transport the hazardous materials listed in
§385.403;

 A motor carrier fails to comply with an out-of-service order;
 A motor carrier fails to comply with any other order issued under the FMCSRs, the

HMRs, or compatible State requirements governing the transportation of hazardous materials,
in a manner showing that the motor carrier is not fit to transport the hazardous materials listed in
§385.403;

 A motor carrier fails to maintain the minimum financial responsibility required by §387.9 of
this chapter or an applicable State requirement;

 A motor carrier fails to maintain current hazardous materials registration with the Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration; or

 A motor carrier loses its operating rights or has its registration suspended in accordance with
§386.83 or §386.84 of this chapter for failure to pay a civil penalty or abide by a payment plan.

 Immediately after FMCSA determines that an imminent hazard exists, after FMCSA issues
a final safety rating that is less than Satisfactory, or after a motor carrier loses its operating
rights or has its registration suspended for failure to pay a civil penalty or abide by a payment
plan;

 Thirty (30) days after service of a written notification that FMCSA proposes to suspend or revoke
a safety permit, if the motor carrier does not submit a written request for administrative
review within that time period; or

 As specified in §385.423(c), when the motor carrier submits a written request for
administrative review of FMCSA’s proposal to suspend or revoke a safety permit.

 A motor carrier whose safety permit has been revoked will not be issued a
replacement safety permit or temporary safety permit for 365 days from the time of revocation.

Determining whether a safety permit is revoked or suspended. A motor carrier’s safety permit will be 
suspended the first time any of the conditions specified in paragraph (a) of this section are found to 
apply to the motor carrier. A motor carrier’s safety permit will be revoked if any of the conditions 
specified in paragraph (a) of this section are found to apply to the motor carrier and the carrier’s safety 
permit has been suspended in the past for any of the reasons specified in paragraph (a) of this section.

Effective date of suspension or revocation. A suspension or revocation of a safety permit is effective:
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Inspection Procedure
North American Standard Hazardous Materials/Dangerous Goods

For more detailed information, see the procedures contained in the CVSA Operations Manual.

1 	Initiate the Inspection
• As the vehicle is approached for

inspection, follow all safety precautions.

• Do a complete walk-around of the vehicle
and check for placards, leaks and general
vehicle condition.

•	 Shipping papers and emergency response 
information must be within the driver’s 
immediate reach when restrained by the lap 
belt and visible to the person entering the 
vehicle, or in a holder mounted on the inside
of the driver’s door.

2 	Check the Shipping Paper(s) for 
Compliance

•	 The presence of hazardous materials/
dangerous goods (HM/DG) on the shipping 
paper that also contains non-hazardous 
freight must be one of the following:

-- Entered first (and under the DG 
heading for Canada only)

-- Entered in contrasting color
-- Identified with an “X” in the HM/DG 

column
-- Identified by an “RQ” in the HM column, 

if a reportable quantity of a hazardous 
substance identified in Appendix A is 
being transported (U.S. only)

• Shipments of hazardous waste that
are required to be manifested must be
accompanied by a Hazardous Waste
Manifest. The manifest may meet the
requirements of the shipping paper.

• Verify compliance of the proper shipping
name.

• Check 172.101, Appendix A, to see if 
the material is a hazardous substance.
Hazardous substances are regulated by all
modes. (U.S. only)

•	 Check 172.101, Appendix B, to see if the 
material is a marine pollutant. Only bulk 
packages containing marine pollutants 
are subject to the regulations when 
transported by highway. Refer to 171.4 for 
marine pollutant exceptions. (U.S. only)

• Refer to 172.101 Table, Column 1, for the 
presence of a symbol when determining
which entry to use for the proper shipping
name. (U.S. only)

• Verify that the hazard class/division
entered on the shipping paper
corresponds with the proper shipping

name and subsidiary hazards in 
parentheses.

•	 Verify that the identification (ID) number 
and packing group entered on the shipping 
paper correspond with the proper shipping 
name.

•	 Verify that the total quantity and unit of 
measure is entered on the shipping paper.

• Verify that the number and type of
packages are entered on the shipping
paper.

• Verify that the HM/DG basic description
appears on the shipping paper in the
proper sequence:
-- ID number
-- Proper shipping name
-- Hazard class/division
-- Packing group, if applicable

• Always refer to special provisions when
inspecting a shipping paper and check for
additional entries that may be applicable
to the shipment.

• Recognize when exceptions to the 
shipping paper requirement apply.

• Verify that the emergency response
telephone number is entered on the
shipping paper in the proper manner.

• Verify that the words “24 hour number” or 
an abbreviation of those words, followed
by the phone number, are entered on
the shipping paper in the proper manner.
(Canada only)

• Verify that the emergency response
information, as appropriate, accompanies
the shipment. (U.S. only)

• Verify that the Emergency Response 
Assistance Plan (ERAP) number and 
activation telephone number are entered
on the shipping paper.
(Canada only)

• Verify that the consignor certification and 
name of the individual who made the
certification are entered on the shipping 
paper. (Canada only)

3 	Check for Placarding Compliance
• Check for exceptions that may apply to 

the placarding requirements for the
HM/DG shipment.

• Placarding of Table 1 materials is required
for any quantity.

•	 Placarding of Table 2 materials is required 
for 1,001 lbs. (454 kg.) or more.

• When HM/DG is offered for transportation 
in bulk packaging/large means of
containment, appropriate placards must
be displayed, unless specific conditions 
have been met.

• Verify the proper display of any required
subsidiary hazard placards.

• Verify that placards meet general
specifications.

• Verify the required placards are displayed
and meet visibility requirements on a
transport vehicle.

4 	Check Marking Compliance
•	 Use the shipping papers to determine the 

HM/DG being transported and the quantity 
of HM/DG. Determine if the shipment is a 
bulk or non-bulk shipment.

•	 Verify display of the ID number(s) on bulk 
packages/large means of containment 
in one of the three acceptable manners: 
placards, orange panels or plain white 
square on point displays.

• Check transport vehicle for display of
ID numbers when transporting large
quantities of a single HM/DG in non-bulk
packages/small means of containment.

• If no ID number is displayed on a bulk
package/large means of containment,
verify if this is appropriate for the
shipment using the prohibited display and
special provision sections.

• Verify additional marking requirements
that apply to portable tanks, cargo tanks
and multi-unit tank car tanks.

• Verify that markings on packages conform
to set size standards and specifications.

• Verify that packages are marked on at
least one side or end of the package, as
required.

•	 Determine if the package is subject to a 
U.S. DOT special permit requiring that it 
be marked with “DOT-SP” followed by the 
applicable permit number.

• If the shipment is being transported
as per a Transport Canada (TC)
equivalency certificate, the shipment 
must be compliant with the equivalency
certificate’s conditions and the 
Transportation of Dangerous Goods
(TDG) Regulations. over



www.cvsa.org
© 2019 Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance   All rights reserved.

Inspection Procedure: North American Standard Hazardous Materials/Dangerous Goods 

• Verify that required basic markings are
on all non-bulk packages/small means of
containment.

• When the shipping papers reveal the
following HM/DG, check for additional
marking requirements that may apply:

-- PIH materials
-- Hazardous substances
-- Orientation arrows
-- ORM-D
-- Explosive package requirements
-- Toxic/Poison package markings
-- Infectious substances
-- Radioactive material
-- Marine pollutant
-- Limited quantity

• Verify that the location of the marking is
appropriate.

5 	Check Labeling Compliance
• Begin inspection of labeling compliance 

with the shipping papers in hand, using
the shipping papers to determine the
HM/DG being transported.

• Observe labels (if any) that are present on
the package. When labels are specified for 
the package but are not present on the
package, check for exceptions to labeling 
requirements that may apply.

• Verify that labels are properly located
on the package. Check for multiple and
duplicate labeling, as appropriate.

•	 Verify that the required label specifications 
are met for all displayed labels.

6 	Check Packaging Compliance
• Use the shipping papers to determine the

HM/DG being transported. Refer to special
provisions that may apply to packaging
regulations for that material.

• Identify the type of packaging used and
determine if the packaging is appropriate
for the HM/DG it contains, and is not
leaking.

• Determine if a U.S. DOT exception applies 
to the packaging. (U.S. only)

7 	Check Loading Compliance
• Observe the general securement of

the HM/DG being transported. Verify
the packages are in compliance with
the blocking, bracing and securement
requirements of the regulations.

• Verify segregation, separation and
compatibility for the HM/DG being
transported.

• Determine if more stringent regulations
apply for the subsidiary hazard of the
HM. (U.S. only)

Hazardous Materials of Trade Checklist
ITEM Y N NA RATE  LIMIT Y N NA

Class/Division Limits [173.6(a)] Packaging [173.6(b)]

Division 2.1 Leak tight / Sift proof / Securely closed

Division 2.2 Secured against movement / Protected

Division 2.2, ASME ≤ 70 gallons Original package or equivalent

Class 3 Single package secured in cage, box, bin, compartment

Division 4.1 Gasoline [173.6(b)(4)]

Division 4.3, PG II or III, ≤ 1 oz. Plastic or metal (no glass)

Division 5.1 Plastic (UL/FM): 1 quart or less per 29 CFR 1910.106(d)(2)

Division 5.2 Metal (UL/FM): 5 gallons or less per 29 1910.106(d)(2)

Division 6.1 Safety can: 5 gallons or less per 29 CFR 1926.152

Division 6.2, not  Category A infectious 
substances (see other limits)

UN specification container: 8 gallons or less

Class 8 Cylinders [173.6(b)(5)]

Class 9 Division 2.1 or 2.2

ORM-D Outer packaging not required

3, 4.1, 5.1, 5.2, 6.1, 8, 9, ORM-D Non-Bulk Limits Valves tightly closed

PG I ≤ 1 lb. solid / 1 pint liquid Hazard Communication [173.6(c)]

PG II / III / ORM-D ≤ 66 lbs. Common name or PSN marking

Class 9 Bulk Limits RQ, if applicable

400 gallons ≤ 2 percent concentration Bulk Class 9 ID number marking

Div 6.2 Limits [173.6(a)(4)] Cylinder marking/labeling

Diagnostic / Biological package limits Driver Requirements

Regulated medical waste limits Driver informed of HM / RQ

Self–Reactive or TIH / PIH or Hazardous Waste Driver informed of 173.6 requirements

Self–Reactive / TIH / HW not eligible for MOT Aggregate Volume Limit

Aggregate gross weight ≤ 440 lbs.

Class 9 Tank ≤ 400 gallons
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For more detailed information, see the procedures contained in the CVSA Operations Manual.

Initiate the Inspection
• As the vehicle is approached for

inspection, follow all safety precautions.

• Do a complete walk-around of the vehicle
and check for placards, leaks and general
vehicle condition.

• Shipping papers and emergency response
information must be within the driver’s
immediate reach when restrained by the
lap belt and visible to the person entering
the vehicle, or in a holder mounted on the
inside of the driver’s door.

Check the Shipping Paper(s) for Compliance
• The presence of hazardous materials/

dangerous goods (HM/DG) on the shipping
paper that also contains non-hazardous
freight must be one of the following:

-- Entered first (and under the DG 
heading for Canada only)

-- Entered in contrasting color
-- Identified with an “X” in the HM/DG 

column
-- Identified by an “RQ” in the HM column, 

if a reportable quantity of a hazardous 
substance identified in Appendix A is 
being transported (U.S. only)

• Shipments of hazardous waste that
are required to be manifested must be
accompanied by a Hazardous Waste
Manifest. The manifest may meet the
requirements of the shipping paper.

• Verify compliance of the proper shipping
name.

• Check 172.101, Appendix A, to see if 
the material is a hazardous substance.
Hazardous substances are regulated by all
modes. (U.S. only)

• Check 172.101, Appendix B, to see if the 
material is a marine pollutant. Only bulk
packages containing marine pollutants
are subject to the regulations when
transported by highway. Refer to 171.4 for 
marine pollutants. (U.S. only)

• Refer to the 172.101 Table, Column 1, 
for the presence of a symbol when
determining which entry to use for the
proper shipping name. (U.S. only)

•	 Verify that the hazard class/division entered 
on the shipping paper corresponds with 
the proper shipping name and subsidiary 
hazards in parentheses.

• Verify that the identification (ID) number 
and packing group entered on the
shipping paper correspond with the
proper shipping name.

• Verify that the total quantity and unit of
measure is entered on the shipping paper.

• Verify that the number and type of
packages are entered on the shipping
paper.

• Verify that the HM/DG basic description
appears on the shipping paper in the
proper sequence:

-- ID number
-- Proper shipping name
-- Hazard class/division
-- Packing group, if applicable

• Always refer to special provisions when
inspecting a shipping paper and check for
additional entries that may be applicable
to the shipment.

• Recognize when exceptions to the shipping
paper requirement apply.

• Verify that the emergency response
telephone number is entered on the
shipping paper in the proper manner.

• Verify that the words “24 hour number” or 
an abbreviation of those words, followed
by the phone number, are entered on
the shipping paper in the proper manner.
(Canada only)

• Verify that the emergency response
information, as appropriate, accompanies
the shipment. (U.S. only)

• Verify that the Emergency Response 
Assistance Plan (ERAP) number and 
activation telephone number are entered
on the shipping paper. (Canada only)

• Verify that the consignor certification and 
name of the individual who made the
certification are entered on the shipping 
paper. (Canada only)

Check for Placarding Compliance
• Check for exceptions that may apply to the 

placarding requirements for the HM/DG
shipment.

• Placarding is required for any quantity of a
HM/DG in a bulk package/large means of
containment.

• When HM/DG is offered for transportation 
in bulk packaging/large means of
containment, appropriate placards must
be displayed, unless specific conditions 
have been met.

• Verify the proper display of any required
subsidiary hazard placards.

• Verify that placards meet general
specifications.

• Verify the required placards are displayed
and meet visibility requirements on a
transport vehicle.

1
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Check Marking Compliance
• Use the shipping papers to determine

the HM/DG being transported and the
quantity of HM/DG.

• Verify display of the ID number(s) on the
bulk package/large means of containment
in one of the three acceptable manners:
placards, orange panels or plain white
square on point displays.

• If no ID number is displayed on a bulk
package/large means of containment,
verify if this is appropriate for that
shipment using the prohibited display and
special provision sections.

• Verify additional marking requirements
that apply to portable tanks, cargo tanks
and multi-unit tank car tanks.

• Verify that markings on the package
conform to set size standards and
specifications.

• Determine if the package is subject to a
U.S. DOT special permit requiring that it
be marked with “DOT-SP” followed by the 
special permit number.

• If the shipment is being transported as
per a Transport Canada (TC) equivalency
certificate, the shipment must be 
compliant with the equivalency certificate’s 
conditions and the Transportation of
Dangerous Goods (TDG)  Regulations.

• When the shipping papers reveal the
following HM/DG, check for additional
marking requirements that may apply:

-- PIH materials
-- Elevated temperature materials
-- Marine pollutants
-- Infectious substances
-- Petroleum sour crude oil

• Verify that the location of the marking is
appropriate.

Check Labeling Compliance
• Begin inspection of labeling compliance 

with the shipping papers in hand, using
the shipping papers to determine the
HM/DG being transported.

• Observe labels (if any) that are present on
the package. When labels are specified for 
the package but are not present, check for
exceptions to labeling requirements that 
may apply.

• Verify that labels are properly located
on the package. Check for multiple and
duplicate labeling, as appropriate.

• Verify that the required label specifications 
are met for all displayed labels.

Check Packaging Compliance
• Use the shipping papers to determine the

HM/DG being transported. Refer to special 
provisions that may apply to packaging
regulations for that material.

• Identify the type of packaging used and
determine if the packaging is appropriate
for the HM/DG it contains, and is not
leaking.

• Determine if a U.S. DOT exception applies 
to the packaging. (U.S. only)

Check Loading Compliance
• Observe the general securement of

the HM/DG being transported. Verify
compliance with the blocking and bracing
requirements of cargo.

• Verify segregation, separation and
compatibility for the HM/DG being
transported.

• Determine if more stringent regulations
apply for the subsidiary hazard of the
HM. (U.S. only)

Package Authorization
• Verify that the bulk package/large

means of containment is authorized
under regulations for the product being
transported, including any testing or
inspection standards.

Check for Specification Marking
• Examine package for specification 

marking, attachment, location of
specification marking and other required 
information.

Inspect Test Date Markings
• Verify test date markings on bulk

packages/large means of containment for:

-- Location
-- Size
-- Legibility and durability
-- Appropriate test date for package

Inspect Securement and Integrity
• Inspect the bulk package/large means of

containment for proper securement and
integrity, including supports, anchoring
and ring stiffeners (if applicable).

Note: If the cargo tank is constructed with
external ring stiffeners with an air space, 
check to see that a drainage hole has been
provided and is open.

Inspect Double Bulkhead Drains
• Void spaces in double bulkheads are

required to be vented and must be
equipped with drainage which must be
operative at all times.

Caution: If bottom drain is plugged, do not
remove.

Inspect Piping and Protection
• Check for shear sections, sacrificial devices 

or suitable guards, when applicable.

• Check for minimum road clearance, when
applicable.

• Ensure that piping is free of leaks.

Inspect Emergency Flow Control 
Devices

• Inspect internal valves and other closures,
as applicable. Requirements for valves 
may differ depending upon specification 
and commodity.

• Inspect emergency flow control devices 
including:

-- Remote control devices and required 
markings

-- Automatic heat-actuated devices
-- One-way or excessive flow valves

• Inspect inlet/outlet markings (if applicable).

Caution: Do not open valves or closures.

Inspect Rear End Protection
•	 Inspect rear end protection and rear bumper.

9 	Check Optional Inspection Items
• The following inspection items are located

on the top of cargo tanks and inspection
of these items will be dependent upon the
operating policies of individual agencies:

-- Manhole assemblies
-- Pressure relief devices
-- Overturn protection

Apply CVSA Decal
• When a U.S. DOT/TC specification 

cargo tank inspection is completed in
conjunction with the North American
Standard Level I and/or Level V Inspection,
CVSA decals shall not be issued to U.S.
DOT/TC specification cargo tank vehicles 
found to have violations of the following:

-- Retest requirements
-- Cargo tank authorization (Does not

include specification shortages)
-- Manhole covers
-- Internal valves
-- Discharge valves
-- Cargo tank integrity
-- Supports and anchoring
-- Double bulkhead drains
-- Ring stiffeners
-- Rear-end protection
-- Emergency flow control
-- Piping and protection
-- Overturn Protection
-- Venting

• CVSA decal(s) shall only be applied to U.S.
DOT/TC specification cargo tanks by CVSA-
certified cargo tank inspectors.

•	 The location for a CVSA decal on a cargo tank 
semi-trailer shall be at eye-level near the 
right front of the cargo tank and on the lower
right corner of the exterior surface of the 
passenger’s windshield of a straight truck.
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SECTION 3 – CARRIERS OF PASSENGERS 
Historically, the predecessor agencies of the FMCSA only regulated “for-hire” transportation of passengers 
with a vehicle designed to transport more than 15 passengers, including the driver. 

Private motor carriers of passengers (PMCPs) became subject to the FMCSRs on January 1, 1995. They 
are separated into two groups (business or non-business) and are exempt from certain requirements of 
the FMCSRs. 

Motor carriers operating vehicles designed or used to transport 9 to 15 passengers (including the driver) 
for compensation became subject to three regulatory standards on February 12, 2001. 

Effective November 10, 2003: The definition of a CMV now includes "Small Passenger" carrying 
vehicles. Motor carriers operating CMVs designed or used to transport 9 to 15 passengers (including 
the driver), in interstate commerce must comply with FMCSR Parts 390 through 396 when they are 
directly compensated for such services; or designed or used to transport 16 or more passengers 
(including the driver), and is not used to transport passengers for compensation. The drivers and 
vehicles operated by motor carriers in transporting 9 to 15 passengers (including the driver) for direct 
compensation are subject to the same safety requirements imposed upon motor coach operations 
with the exception of the commercial driver’s license, controlled substance and alcohol testing 
regulations. Motor carriers operating CMVs designed or used to transport 9 to 15 passengers (including 
the driver), not for direct compensation, provided the vehicle does not otherwise meet the definition of 
a commercial motor vehicle are subject only to FMCSR Parts 390.15, 390.19 390.21(a) and 
390.21(b)(2), 391.15(f), 392.80 and 392.82 

Although the interstate Hours of Service Requirements for motor carriers of property changed on 
January 4, 2004 and again on October 1, 2005: The hours of service requirements for motor carriers 
of passengers will remain as they have been in been in the past. Drivers may drive no longer than 10 hours 
without 8 consecutive hours off duty or sleeper berth time if equipped with sleeper berth meeting the 
requirements as defined by FMCSR 393.76. Sleeper berth and off duty time can be combined to acquire 
the 8 consecutive hours and the sleeper berth time can be split to obtain the required 8 hours. Drivers 
cannot drive after 15 hours total combined time of “on duty not driving” and “driving time” without 8 
consecutive hours off duty/sleeper berth time. 

Note: Intrastate hours of service rules in Texas are the same for motor carriers of both property and 
passengers (37 TAC 4.12). 

Types of Motor Carriers of Passengers 

For-hire Carriers 
Three factors must be present before a motor carrier of passengers is classified as a “for-hire” carrier: 

1. The motor carrier provides interstate transportation of passengers for a commercial purpose;
2. The motor carrier is compensated, either directly or indirectly, for the transportation service

provided; and
3. The transportation service is generally available to the public at large.

Examples of for-hire transportation of passengers include inter-city bus service, charter bus service, canoe 
rental company bus service, and hotel bus service. 
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Business PMCPs 
Business PMCPs provide private interstate and/or intrastate transportation of passengers in the 
furtherance of a commercial purpose. These include companies that use buses to transport their own 
employees and professional musicians who use buses for concert tours. Commercial businesses that 
provide passenger transportation to the general public are not business PMCPs. They are considered 
“For-hire” and are already subject to the FMCSRs. 

Non-business PMCPs 
Non-business PMCPs provide private, interstate and/or intrastate transportation of passengers that is not 
in the furtherance of a commercial purpose. These include churches, private schools, scout groups, and 
other charitable organizations that may purchase or lease buses for the private transportation of their 
respective groups. 

Churches, other charitable organizations, or private associations, that offer charter bus service to the 
general public with the intent to make a profit are not Non-business PMCPs. They are considered “For-
hire” and are already subject to the FMCSRs. 

Applicability of FMCSRs 

Table 3-1 - FMCSRs Applicable to Business PMCPs 

PART REGULATORY TOPIC APPLICABLE 

382 Controlled Substances and Alcohol Use and Testing Yes 

383 Commercial Driver’s License Yes

387 Financial Responsibility (Insurance/Surety) No 

390 General Applicability & Definitions Yes 

391 Qualifications of Drivers Partial

392 Driving of Commercial Motor Vehicles Yes 

393 Parts and Accessories Yes

395 Driver’s Hours of Service Yes

396 Inspection, Repair and Maintenance Yes 

Exemptions – Business PMCPs are not subject to: 

 Minimum levels of financial responsibility
 Road test requirements of Part 391
 Refer to 391.69
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Table 3-2 FMCSRs Applicable to Non-Business PMCPs 

PART REGULATORY TOPIC APPLICABLE 

382 Controlled Substances and Alcohol Use and Testing Yes 

383 Commercial Driver’s License Yes

387 Financial Responsibility (Insurance/Surety) No 

390 General Applicability & Definitions Partial 

391 Qualifications of Drivers Partial

392 Driving of Commercial Motor Vehicles Yes 

393 Parts and Accessories Yes

395 Driver’s Hours of Service Partial

396 Inspection, Repair and Maintenance Partial 

Exemptions – Non-business PMCPs are not subject to: 

 Minimum levels of financial responsibility
 Subpart C of Part 391
 Subpart D of Part 391
 Subpart F of Part 391
 Most paper work and record-keeping requirements of Parts 390, 391, 395, and 396.

Financial Responsibility For Motor Carriers Of Passengers 
49 CFR Part 387, Subpart B outlines minimum levels of financial responsibility (insurance) applicable to 
“for-hire” carriers transporting passengers in interstate commerce. 

The following chart summarizes the applicability of the minimum levels of financial responsibility 
regulations to passenger carriers. 

Table 3-3 

Size of Vehicle “For-hire” 
Passenger Carrier 

Business 
PCMPs 

Non-business 
PCMPs 

Vehicle with a seating 
capacity of 16 or more 

$5,000,000 insurance 
coverage required Not Subject Not Subject 

Vehicle with a seating 
capacity of 15 or less 

$1,500,000 insurance 
coverage required Not Subject Not Subject 

Exemptions – Minimum Financial Responsibility Regulations do not apply to: 

 A motor vehicle transporting only school children and teachers to and from school
 A motor vehicle providing taxicab service, having a seating capacity of less than 7 passengers,

and not operating on a regular route or between specified points
 A motor vehicle carrying less than 16 individuals in a single daily round trip to commute to and

from work
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Frequently Asked Questions 
1. Are PMCPs required to mark their vehicles in accordance with 49 CFR Part 390.21?

Yes. 

2. Are non-business PMCP drivers required to be medically examined?
No. Section 391.68(c) specifically states that much of Sections 391.41 and 391.45, which require
a driver to be medically examined and to have a medical examiner’s certificate on his/her person,
do not apply to non-business PMCPs. However, non-business PMCP drivers are subject to the
minimum physical qualification standards found in Section 391.41 (b) (1)-(13).

Non-business PMCPs should become familiar with the minimum physical qualification standards
found in Section 391.41 and the driver waiver conditions of Section 391.49.

Non-business PMCP drivers may be placed out-of-service during terminal, en route, or
destination inspections if they are required by Section 391.41 to have a waiver and do not
possess one.

3. Are non-business PMCP drivers subject to the driver’s hours of service regulations?
Yes. However, they are not required to prepare or maintain records of duty status. Non-business
PMCP driver’s hours of service will be evaluated by enforcement officers during terminal, en
route, and destination inspections based on evidence available at the inspection location.

It is recognized that some individuals who volunteer to drive for non-business PMCPs may also 
drive for other motor carriers and in that capacity are required to maintain a record of duty 
status. All on-duty time performed for a non-business PMCP must be recorded on the records 
of duty-status submitted to that driver’s regularly employing motor carrier. 

4. Are non-business PMCPs required to have their vehicles inspected?
Yes. In accordance with Section 396.17.

Applicability of the FMCSRs to School Bus Transportation 

Table 3-4 

Entity Type School To Home or 
Home to School 

Extracurricular School 
Activities 

Public School Transporting Students Not Subject Not Subject 

Private School Transporting Pre-Primary, 
Primary and Secondary Students 

Not Subject Subject as Non-Business 
PMCP’s 

Private School Transporting 
Post-Secondary Students 

Subject as Non- 
Business PMCP’s 

Subject as Non-Business 
PMCP’s 

“For Hire” Contractors Transporting 
Pre-Primary, Primary and Secondary Students 

Not Subject Subject as “For Hire 
Carriers” 

“For Hire” Contractors Transporting 
Post-Secondary Students 

Subject as “For Hire 
Carriers” 

Subject as “For Hire 
Carriers” 
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Passenger Vehicle Inspection Procedure- Page 2 
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Bus/Motorcoach Emergency Exit Inspection Record 

BUS/MOTORCOACH EMERGENCY EXITS INSPECTION 
Under 49 C.F.R. 396.3 

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION 

Make Serial Number

Year Tire Size

Company Number/Other ID Owner (if leased) 

Date 

Operations Inspected 
CHECK PUSHOUT 

WINDOWS 
CHECK EMERGENCY 

DOORS 
CHECK EMERGENCY 

DOOR MARKING 
LIGHTS 

OTHER 

Note: This form is provided as a suggested format for documenting a bus or motorcoach emergency exits 
inspection. A motor carrier may use any format for tracking a vehicle’s inspections which complies with 
396.3. 

Page of Documenting Operations from (date) to _ (date) 
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SECTION 4 – DOCUMENT RETENTION 
Parts 40 & 382 Drug & Alcohol Testing: 

382.405 – records must be kept in a secure location to prevent unauthorized release. 

40.333 and 382.401 – records must be kept for specific minimum periods of time:      

Five Years 

 Records of any alcohol tests indicating an alcohol concentration of 0.02 or more
 Verified Positive Results for controlled substances tests
 Documentation of refusals to take test including substituted or adulterated test
 Driver evaluation and referrals relating to Substance Abuse Professional reports
 All follow up test and schedules for follow up testing (40.333 and 40.311(h))
 Calibration Documentation
 Records related to the Administration of Drug and Alcohol testing programs
 Any year USDOT requests a summary of annual testing under 382.403, a copy of the annual

calendar year summary provided to USDOT

Three Years – Alcohol and controlled substances records obtained from previous employers under 40.25 
or 391.53(c) 

Two Years – Records related to the alcohol and controlled substances testing process (except 
calibration documentation, which must be kept for five years) 

One Year – Records of negative and cancelled controlled substances test results, and alcohol test results 
with a concentration of less than 0.02 

Indefinite – Records related to the education and training of breath alcohol technicians, screening test 
technicians, supervisors, and drivers shall be maintained by the employer while the individual performs 
the functions which require the training and for two years after ceasing to perform those functions. 

382.403 – Survey Reports 
Every year, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration will survey a small percentage of regulated 
motor carriers for statistical analysis of the effectiveness and scope of the drug and alcohol testing 
program. FMCSA maintains the results of these surveys in a “management information system.” If you 
are contacted by FMCSA to provide this information, you must do so. You must also maintain copies of 
information you provide for five years (See the five year rule under 382.401). 

382.405 & Part 40, Subpart P (Sections 40.321 to 40.333) – Access & confidentiality 
For the most part, records pertaining to a driver’s participation in drug and alcohol testing are confidential 
and must be kept in a secure location. A driver is entitled to copies of records the employer maintains about 
that driver’s participation in alcohol and drug testing. When a driver signs a release to a future employer or 
someone else, the person holding the release is entitled to copies of those records as well. If the driver is 
seeking unemployment insurance, workers’ compensation, or other benefits in a lawsuit or other forum and 
the drivers’ confidential records are relevant to the proceeding, the employer may provide these records to 
that forum. Certain government entities are entitled to such records. The rules on this are long and 
specific. Please read these regulations before providing or withholding access to these types of records. 
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Part 387 
387.7, 387.31 – Certain motor carriers are required to have specific motor carrier insurance. 
Documentation requirements fall under the following subsections. Proof of current insurance must be 

(d) maintained at the carrier’s principal place of business,
(e) provided to the public upon reasonable request as it is public information, and
(f) maintained on each vehicle being operated.

Be aware that although the regulation does not require proof of expired/replaced insurance policies, most 
policies provide for a time period by which claims can be made on that policy. It is in your best interest to 
maintain proof or an expired/replaced policy as long as a valid claim could be filed against it. 

Also, certain motor carriers may post a surety bond rather than obtaining insurance. Strict compliance with 
rules under 387.301 to 387.323 must be followed in order to do this. Freight forwarders may also post 
surety bonds instead of obtaining insurance. They must strictly comply with rules under 387.401 to 
387.419. 

Part 390 
390.15(b) – Accident Register. 
An “accident” is defined under 390.5 as an occurrence involving a commercial motor vehicle operating on 
a public roadway which results in a fatality, an injury requiring treatment away from the scene of the 
occurrence, or towing of any motor vehicle due to disabling damage. It does not include an occurrence 
involved in loading or unloading cargo or boarding or alighting passengers. Such occurrences 
are commonly referred to as “recordable accidents” because they must be recorded on an accident 
register. The register must contain required information for each accident in the past three years. Texas 
law does not require you to maintain copies of official accident reports, but doing so would meet the 
requirements of the accident register. 

390.29 – Location of Records or Documents 
Generally a motor carrier must keep all records required by other parts of the safety regulations at the 
principal place of business. If the motor carrier has multiple office and operating locations, records of 
specific drivers and/or trucks may be kept at a regional office or a work reporting location. However, if 
federal, state or local officials with authority to audit these records makes a request, the motor carrier 
must make them available at the principal place of business or other location specified by the agent or 
representative within 48 hours, excluding weekends and federal holidays. 

390.31 – Copies of Records or Documents 
Generally a motor carrier must keep all records in their original form. However, a motor carrier may 
microfilm records provided the motor carrier has sufficient means to access and reproduce the records, 
and any records where color or shading is relevant are marked to retain this relevance in the black & white 
context of microfilming. A motor carrier may also scan or otherwise store such records or documents 
electronically as long as the motor carrier can reproduce these documents in written form, including 
verifying required signatures. Originals may be destroyed after imaging, as long as the imaging meets 
these requirements. 

Part 391 
391.51 – Driver Qualification Files. 
Driver qualification records may be maintained with the rest of the driver’s personnel file (i.e. records 
required by the motor carrier but not required by motor carrier safety regulations). Most information in 
driver qualification files must be maintained as long as the driver is driving for the motor carrier, and then 
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for three more years. However, the following records may be removed from the driver’s qualification 
file three years after the date the document was made/signed (“executed”): 

 Annual state driving record reports (Note: not the original state driving record)
 Notes regarding the reviews of the annual state driving record checks
 Driver certifications of violations of the previous 12 months
 Medical certification of the driver’s physical qualification
 Waivers of medical disqualifications

391.53 – Driver Investigation History Files 
Driver investigation history files must be maintained in a secure location with controlled access. 
Information obtained may only be used to make the hiring decision. Only personnel responsible for the 
hiring decision and for maintaining these records may have access to these records. Exception: an 
insurer may see the records from these files that do not relate to drug/alcohol testing. These files must 
be maintained as long as the driver is driving for the motor carrier, and then for three more years (i.e. 
the same as for the regular driver qualification files). 

Subpart G – Limited Exceptions 
Some drivers, based on when they started driving, what duties they perform and how many employers they 
have, do not need complete driver qualification files. But whatever records must still be maintained have 
the same retention requirements as for drivers with complete driver qualification files. For example, even 
if you are not required to maintain a job application, if the driver requires a medical certification, you must 
maintain the medical certification for at least three years after it is issued. Also, a copy of a negative pre- 
employment drug test must be maintained for one year. 

Part 395 
395.1 – Various Exceptions 
Time records which are created under a valid exception to the 395.8 Records of Duty Status requirement 
must still be kept for the same six month time period. 

395.8 – Records of Duty Status 
Motor carriers must maintain records of duty status (395.8(a)), supporting documents (395.8(k)(1)), and 
seven-day statements for first time or intermittent drivers (395.8(j)(2)), for 6 months after the date of 
receipt. 

Drivers must maintain records of duty status with them on their vehicles for the last 7 days. They do not 
need to maintain time records, supporting documents, or seven-day statements with them on their vehicles. 

Part 396 
 396.3(c) For all vehicles under a motor carrier’s control for 30 consecutive days, regular

maintenance records must be kept for one year, but if the vehicle leaves the control of the motor
carrier, the records may be disposed of 6 months after the vehicle is no longer under the carrier’s
control. Note: Intermodal equipment providers must maintain or cause to be maintained, records
of maintenance for each unit of intermodal equipment tendered for a motor carrier

 396.11(a)(4) daily driver vehicle inspection reports must be maintained for 3 months from the date
the report was prepared.

 396.23(b) Most CMVs in Texas are required to have a mandatory state CMV periodic (annual)
inspections under 396.23 (see 37 TAC 4.37 for other jurisdictions authorized to give a mandatory
state CMV inspection). The sticker issued to the vehicle is the only evidence required of such an
inspection. It may be removed when the vehicle passes a re-inspection.
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 396.21 If you have a vehicle that does not require a mandatory state inspection, you may have a
private vehicle inspector inspect the vehicle. Alternatively, you may have a state or federal
CVSA Level I or V inspection. The private inspection report or the copy of the Level I or V report
must be maintained for a period of 14 months after the inspection, although if the vehicle was
inspected by a qualified inspector at another company, or was under the control of another
company when it was inspected, you may allow the other company to maintain the record. You
are, however, required to obtain and produce a copy of the inspection report from that other
company if requested by federal/state/local authorities within 14 months after the inspection was
performed.

 396.19 If you are a person who performs periodic (annual) inspections but not as part of the
mandatory program under 396.23(b) or CVSA roadside inspections, you must maintain records of
your qualifications for the entire time you perform such inspections, and for one year thereafter.

List of HM Regulations Related to Document Retention: 
§107.504 Period of registration, updates, and record retention, Subsection (e)

§107.620 Recordkeeping requirements.

§172.201 Preparation and retention of shipping papers, Subsection (e)

§172.606 Carrier information contact, Subsection (b)(2)

§172.704 Training requirements, Subsection (d)

§177.817 Shipping papers, Subsections (e) & (f)

Part 180 Continuing qualification and maintenance of packagings

Subpart C Qualification, maintenance and use of cylinders, §180.215 Reporting and record retention 
requirements 

Subpart D Qualification and maintenance of intermediate bulk containers, §180.352 Requirements for 
retest and inspection of IBCs, Subsection (g) 

Subpart E Qualification and maintenance of cargo tanks, §180.417 Reporting and record retention 
requirements 

Subpart G Qualification and maintenance of portable tanks, §180.605 Requirements for periodic testing, 
inspection and repair of portable tanks, Subsection (l) 

Part 107 Hazardous Materials Program Procedures 

§107.504 Period of Registration, Updates, and Record Retention
(i) Each registrant shall maintain a current copy of the registration information submitted to the

Department and a current copy of the registration number identification received from the
Department at the location identified in §107.503(a)(2) during such time the person is registered
with the Department and for two years thereafter.

§107.620 Recordkeeping Requirements.
(a) Each person subject to the requirements of this subpart, or its agent designated under §107.608(e),

must maintain at its principal place of business for a period of three years from the date of issuance
of each Certificate of Registration:
(1) A copy of the registration statement filed with PHMSA; and
(2) The Certificate of Registration issued to the registrant by PHMSA.
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(b) After January 1, 1993, each motor carrier subject to the requirements of this subpart must carry a
copy of its current Certificate of Registration issued by PHMSA or another document bearing the
registration number identified as the “U.S. DOT Hazmat Reg. No.” on board each truck and truck
tractor (not including trailers and semi-trailers) used to transport hazardous materials subject to the
requirements of this subpart. The Certificate of Registration or document bearing the registration
number must be made available, upon request, to enforcement personnel.

Part 172 Hazardous Materials Table, Special Provisions, Hazardous Materials 
Communications, Emergency Response Information, and Training Requirements 
§172.201 Preparation and retention of shipping papers.

(e) Retention and Recordkeeping - Each person who provides a shipping paper must retain a copy of
the shipping paper required by §172.200(a), or an electronic image thereof, that is accessible at or
through its principal place of business and must make the shipping paper available, upon request, to
an authorized official of a Federal, State, or local government agency at reasonable times and locations.
For a hazardous waste, the shipping paper copy must be retained for three years after the material is
accepted by the initial carrier. For all other hazardous materials, the shipping paper must be retained
for two years after the material is accepted by the initial carrier. Each shipping paper copy must include
the date of acceptance by the initial carrier, except that, for rail, vessel, or air shipments, the date on the
shipment waybill, airbill, or bill of lading may be used in place of the date of acceptance by the initial
carrier. A motor carrier (as defined in §390.5 of subchapter B of chapter III of subtitle B) using a
shipping paper without change for multiple shipments of one or more hazardous materials having the
same shipping name and identification number may retain a single copy of the shipping paper, instead
of a copy for each shipment made, if the carrier also retains a record of each shipment made, to include
shipping name, identification number, quantity transported, and date of shipment.

§172.606 Carrier Information Contact.
(b)(2) Have the shipping paper and emergency response information readily available on the transport

vehicle. 

§172.704 Training Requirements.
(d) Recordkeeping - A record of current training, inclusive of the preceding three years, in accordance

with this section shall be created and retained by each hazardous materials employer for as long 
as that employee is employed by that employer as a hazardous materials employee and for 90 
days thereafter. The record shall include: 

(1) The hazardous materials employee’s name;
(2) The most recent training completion date of the hazardous materials employee’s training;
(3) A description, copy, or the location of the training materials used to meet the requirements in

paragraph (a) of this section;
(4) The name and address of the person providing the training; and
(5) Certification that the hazardous materials employee has been trained and tested, as required by this
subpart.

§172.802 Components of a Security Plan.
(b) The security plan must be in writing and must be retained for as long as it remains in effect. Copies

of the security plan, or portions thereof, must be available to the employees who are responsible for
implementing it, consistent with personnel security clearance or background investigation restrictions
and a demonstrated need to know. The security plan must be revised and updated as necessary to
reflect changing circumstances. When the security plan is updated or revised, all copies of the plan
must be maintained as of the date of the most recent revision.
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Part 177 Carriage by Public Highway 

§177.817 Shipping Papers.
(e) Shipping paper accessibility - accident or inspection. A driver of a motor vehicle containing

hazardous material, and each carrier using such a vehicle, shall ensure that the shipping paper
required by this section is readily available to, and recognizable by, authorities in the event of
accident or inspection. Specifically, the driver and the carrier shall:

(1) Clearly distinguish the shipping paper, if it is carried with other shipping papers or other papers
of any kind, by either distinctively tabbing it or by having it appear first; and

(2) Store the shipping paper as follows:
(i) When the driver is at the vehicle’s controls, the shipping paper shall be:

(A) Within his immediate reach while he is restrained by the lap belt; and
(B) either readily visible to a person entering the driver’s compartment or in a holder which is

mounted to the inside of the door on the driver’s side of the vehicle.
(ii) When the driver is not at the vehicle’s controls, the shipping paper shall be:

(A) In a holder which is mounted to the inside of the door on the driver’s side of the vehicle; or
(B) on the driver’s seat in the vehicle.

(f) Retention of shipping papers - Each person receiving a shipping paper required by this section
must retain a copy or an electronic image thereof, that is accessible at or through its principal place of
business and must make the shipping paper available, upon request, to an authorized official of a
Federal, State, or local government agency at reasonable times and locations. For a hazardous
waste, the shipping paper copy must be retained for three years after the material is accepted by
the initial carrier. For all other hazardous materials, the shipping paper copy must be retained for one
year after the material is accepted by the carrier. Each shipping paper copy must include the date of
acceptance by the carrier. A motor carrier (as defined in §390.5 of subchapter B of chapter III of
subtitle B) using a shipping paper without change for multiple shipments of one or more hazardous
materials having the same shipping name and identification number may retain a single copy of
the shipping paper, instead of a copy for each shipment made, if the carrier also retains a record of
each shipment made that includes shipping name, identification number, quantity transported, and
date of shipment.

Part 180 Continuing Qualification and Maintenance of Packagings 

Subpart C Qualification, Maintenance and Use of Cylinders 

§180.215 Reporting and Record Retention Requirements.
(a) Facility records - A person who requalifies, repairs or rebuilds cylinders must maintain the

following records where the requalification is performed:
(1) Current RIN issuance letter;
(2) If the RIN has expired and renewal is pending, a copy of the renewal request;
(3) Copies of notifications to Associate Administrator required under §107.805 of this chapter;
(4) Current copies of those portions of this subchapter applicable to its cylinder requalification and

marking activities at that location;
(5) Current copies of all exemptions governing special permit cylinders requalified or marked by the

requalifier at that location; and
(6)The information contained in each applicable CGA or ASTM standard incorporated by reference

in §171.7 of this subchapter applicable to the requalifier’s activities. This information must be the
same as contained in the edition incorporated by reference in §171.7 of this subchapter.

(b) Requalification records - Daily records of visual inspection, pressure test, and ultrasonic
examination if permitted under a special permit, as applicable, must be maintained by the person who
performs the requalification until either the expiration of the requalification period or until the
cylinder is again requalified, whichever occurs first. A single date may be used for each test sheet,
provided each test on the sheet was conducted on that date. Ditto marks or a solid vertical line may
be used to indicate repetition of the preceding entry for the following entries only: date; actual
dimensions; manufacturer’s name or symbol, if present; owner’s name or symbol, if present; and
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test operator. Blank spaces may not be used to indicate repetition of a prior entry. The records must 
include the following information: (b)(1) Calibration test records. For each test to demonstrate 
calibration, the date; serial number of the calibrated cylinder; calibration test pressure; total, elastic 
and permanent expansions; and legible identification of test operator. The test operator must be able 
to demonstrate that the results of the daily calibration verification correspond to the hydrostatic tests 
performed on that day. The daily verification of calibration(s) may be recorded on the same sheets 
as, and with, test records for that date. 
(b)(2) Pressure test and visual inspection records. The date of requalification; serial number; DOT 
specification or special permit number; marked pressure; actual dimensions; manufacturer’s name 
or symbol; owner’s name or symbol, if present; result of visual inspection; actual test pressure; 
total, elastic and permanent expansions; percent permanent expansion; disposition, with reason for 
any repeated test, rejection or condemnation; and legible identification of test operator. For each 
cylinder marked pursuant to §173.302a(b)(5) of this sub-chapter, the test sheet must indicate the 
method by which any average or maximum wall stress was computed. Records must be kept for all 
completed, as well as unsuccessful tests. The entry for a second test after a failure to hold test 
pressure must indicate the date of the earlier test. 
(b)(3) Wall stress. Calculations of average and maximum wall stress pursuant to §173.302a(b)(3) of 
this sub-chapter, if performed. 
(b)(4) Calibration certificates. The most recent certificate of calibration must be maintained for each 
calibrated cylinder. 

(c) Repair, rebuilding or reheat treatment records.
(1) Records covering welding or brazing repairs, rebuilding or reheat treating shall be retained for a

minimum of fifteen years by the approved facility.
(2) A record of rebuilding, in accordance with §180.211(d), must be completed for each cylinder

rebuilt. The record must be clear, legible, and contain the following information:
(i) Name and address of test facility, date of test report, and name of original manufacturer;
(ii) Marks stamped on cylinder to include specification number, service pressure, serial number,

symbol of manufacturer, inspector’s mark, and other marks, if any;
(iii) Cylinder outside diameter and length in inches;
(iv) Rebuild process (welded, brazed, type seams, etc.);
(v) Description of assembly and any attachments replaced (e.g., neckrings, footrings);
(vi) Chemical analysis of material for the cylinder, including seat and Code No., type of analysis

(ladle, check), chemical components (Carbon (C), Phosphorous (P), Sulfur (S), Silicon (Si),
Manganese (Mn), Nickel (Ni), Chromium (Cr), Molybdenum (Mo), Copper (Cu), Aluminum (Al),
Zinc (Zn)), material manufacturer, name of person performing the analysis, results of physical
tests of material for cylinder (yield strength (psi), tensile strength (psi), elongation percentage
(inches), reduction in area percentage, weld bend, tensile bend, name of inspector);

(vii) Results of proof pressure test on cylinder, including test method, test pressure, total
expansion, permanent expansion, elastic expansion, percent permanent expansion
(permanent expansion may not exceed ten percent (10%) of total expansion), and
volumetric capacity (volumetric capacity of a rebuilt cylinder must be within ±3% of the
calculated capacity);

(viii) Each report must include the following certification statement: ‘‘I certify that this rebuilt cylinder
is accurately represented by the data above and conforms to all of the requirements in
Subchapter C of Chapter I of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations.’’ The certification
must be signed by the rebuild technician and principal, officer, or partner of the rebuild facility.

Subpart D Qualification and Maintenance of Intermediate Bulk Containers 

§180.352 Requirements for Retest and Inspection of IBCs.
(g) Record retention.

(1) The owner or lessee of the IBC must keep records of periodic retests, initial and periodic
inspections, and tests performed on the IBC if it has been repaired or remanufactured.

(2) Records must include design types and packaging specifications, test and inspection dates,
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name and address of test and inspection facilities, names or name of any persons conducting test 
or inspections, and test or inspection specifics and results. 

(3) Records must be kept for each packaging at each location where periodic tests are conducted,
until such tests are successfully performed again or for at least 2.5 years from the date of the last
test. These records must be made available for inspection by a representative of the
Department on request.

Subpart E Qualification and Maintenance of Cargo Tanks 

§180.417 Reporting and Record Retention Requirements.
(a) Vehicle certification.

(1) Each owner of a specification cargo tank must retain the manufacturer’s certificate, the
manufacturer’s ASME U1A data report, where applicable, and related papers certifying that
the specification cargo tank identified in the documents was manufactured and tested in
accordance with the applicable specification. This would include any certification of emergency
discharge control systems required by §173.315(n) of this subchapter or §180.405(m). The
owner must retain the documents throughout his ownership of the specification cargo tank and
for one year thereafter. In the event of a change in ownership, the prior owner must retain non-
fading photo copies of these documents for one year.

(2) Each motor carrier who uses a specification cargo tank motor vehicle must obtain a copy of the
manufacturer’s certificate and related papers or the alternative report authorized by paragraph
(a)(3)(i) or (ii) of this section and retain the documents as specified in this paragraph (a)(2). A 
motor carrier who is not the owner of a cargo tank motor vehicle must also retain a copy of the 
vehicle certification report for as long as the cargo tank motor vehicle is used by that carrier 
and for one year thereafter. The information required by this section must be maintained at the 
company’s principal place of business or at the location where the vehicle is housed or 
maintained. The provisions of this section do not apply to a motor carrier who leases a cargo 
tank for less than 30 days. 

(3) DOT Specification cargo tanks manufactured before September 1, 1995—
(i) Non-ASME Code stamped cargo tanks— If an owner does not have a manufacturer’s

certificate for a cargo tank and he wishes to certify it as a specification cargo tank, the owner
must perform appropriate tests and inspections, under the direct supervision of a
Registered Inspector, to determine if the cargo tank conforms with the applicable
specification. Both the owner and the Registered Inspector must certify that the cargo tank
fully conforms to the applicable specification. The owner must retain the certificate, as
specified in this section.

(ii) ASME Code Stamped cargo tanks. If the owner does not have the manufacturer’s certificate
required by the specification and the manufacturer’s data report required by the ASME, the
owner may contact the National Board for a copy of the manufacturer’s data report, if the cargo
tank was registered with the National Board, or copy the information contained on the cargo
tank’s identification and ASME Code plates. Additionally, both the owner and the Registered
Inspector must certify that the cargo tank fully conforms to the specification. The owner must
retain such documents, as specified in this section.

(b) Test or inspection reporting. Each person performing a test or inspection as specified in §180.407
must prepare a written report, in English, in accordance with this paragraph.
(1) Each test or inspection report must include the following information:

(i) Owner’s and manufacturer’s unique serial number for the cargo tank;
(ii) Name of cargo tank manufacturer;
(iii) Cargo tank DOT or MC specification number;
(iv) MAWP of the cargo tank;
(v) Minimum thickness of the cargo tank shell and heads when the cargo tank is thickness

tested in accordance with §180.407(d)(4), §180.407(e)(3), §180.407(f)(3), or §180.407(i);
(vi) Indication of whether the cargo tank is lined, insulated, or both; and
(vii) Indication of special service of the cargo tank (e.g., transports material corrosive to the
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tank, dedicated service, etc.) 
(2) Each test or inspection report must include the following specific information as appropriate for

each individual type of test or inspection:
(i) Type of test or inspection performed;
(ii) Date of test or inspection (month and year);
(iii) Listing of all items tested or inspected, including information about pressure relief devices that are

removed, inspected and tested or replaced, when applicable (type of device, set to
discharge pressure, pressure at which device opened, pressure at which device reseated, and
a statement of disposition of the device (e.g., reinstalled, repaired, or replaced)); information
regarding the inspection of upper coupler assemblies, when applicable (visually examined in
place, or removed for examination); and, information regarding leakage and pressure testing,
when applicable (pneumatic or hydrostatic testing method, identification of the fluid used for
the test, test pressure, and holding time of test);

(iv) Location of defects found and method of repair;
(v) ASME or National Board Certificate of Authorization number of facility performing repairs, if

applicable;
(vi) Name and address of person performing test;
(vii) Registration number of the facility or person performing the test;
(viii) Continued qualification statement, such as “cargo tank meets the requirements of the DOT

specification identified on this report” or “cargo tank fails to meet the requirements of the DOT
specification identified on this report”;

(ix) DOT registration number of the registered inspector; and
(x) Dated signature of the registered inspector and the cargo tank owner.

(3) The owner and the motor carrier, if not the owner, must each retain a copy of the test and
inspection reports until the next test or inspection of the same type is successfully completed.
This requirement does not apply to a motor carrier leasing a cargo tank for fewer than 30 days.

(c) Additional requirements for Specification MC 330 and MC 331 cargo tanks.
(1) After completion of the pressure test specified in §180.407(g)(3), each motor carrier operating a

Specification MC 330 or MC 331 cargo tank in anhydrous ammonia, liquefied petroleum gas,
or any other service that may cause stress corrosion cracking, must make a written report
containing the following information:

(i) Carrier’s name, address of principal place of business, and telephone number;
(ii) Complete identification plate data required by Specification MC 330 or MC 331, including

data required by ASME Code;
(iii) Carrier’s equipment number;
(iv) A statement indicating whether or not the tank was stress relieved after fabrication;
(v) Name and address of the person performing the test and the date of the test;
(vi) A statement of the nature and severity of any defects found. In particular, information must

be furnished to indicate the location of defects detected, such as in weld, heat-affected zone,
the liquid phase, the vapor phase, or the head-to-shell seam. If no defect or damage was
discovered, that fact must be reported;

(vii) A statement indicating the methods employed to make repairs, who made the repairs, and
the date they were completed. Also, a statement of whether or not the tank was stress
relieved after repairs and, if so, whether full or local stress relieving was performed;

(viii) A statement of the disposition of the cargo tank, such as “cargo tank scrapped” or “cargo
tank returned to service”; and

(ix) A statement of whether or not the cargo tank is used in anhydrous ammonia, liquefied
petroleum gas, or any other service that may cause stress corrosion cracking. Also, if the cargo
tank has been used in anhydrous ammonia service since the last report, a statement
indicating whether each shipment of ammonia was certified by its shipper as containing 0.2
percent water by weight.

(2) A copy of the report must be retained by the carrier at its principal place of business during the
period the cargo tank is in the carrier’s service and for one year thereafter. Upon a written
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request to, and with the approval of, the Field Administrator, Regional Service Center, Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration for the region in which a motor carrier has its principal place of 
business, the carrier may maintain the reports at a regional or terminal office. 

(3) The requirement in paragraph (c)(1) of this section does not apply to a motor carrier leasing a
cargo tank for less than 30 days.

(d) Supplying certificates and reports. Each person offering a DOT-specification cargo tank for sale or
lease must provide the purchaser or lessee a copy of the cargo tank certificate of compliance, records
of repair, modification, stretching, or rebarrelling; and the most recent inspection and test reports made
under this section. Copies of such reports must be provided to the lessee if the cargo tank is leased
for more than 30 days.

Subpart G Qualification and Maintenance of Portable Tanks 

§180.605 Requirements for Periodic Testing, Inspection and Repair of Portable Tanks.
(l) Record retention. The owner of each portable tank or his authorized agent shall retain a written record

of the date and results of all required inspections and tests, including an ASME manufacturer’s date
report, if applicable, and the name and address of the person performing the inspection or test, in
accordance with the applicable specification. The manufacturer’s data report, including a
certificate(s) signed by the manufacturer, and the authorized design approval agency, as
applicable, indicating compliance with the applicable specification of the portable tank, must be
retained in the files of the owner, or his authorized agent, during the time that such portable tank is
used for such service, except for Specifications 56 and 57 portable tanks.

TXDMV Record Retention Rules 

43 TAC 218.32 
For a complete list on the Preservation & Destruction of Records visit www.sos.state.tx.us 
(Secretary of State) (Texas Administrative Code) 

43 TAC 218.32 Motor Carrier Records 

A Texas Motor Carrier's Guide to Highway Safety DR-10



NOTES 



NOTES 



NOTES 



NOTES 


	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



