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Dear fellow employee,
	 One of the most rewarding 
aspects of being director of the 
DPS is having the opportunity 
to observe the men and women 
of the Department overcome ob-
stacles daily to protect and serve 
the citizens of Texas.  The recent 
shooting of Sgt. Inv. Armando 
Lopez demonstrates both the 
threats our DPS personnel face 
and the bravery with which 
they respond.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with Sgt. Lopez and 
his family, and we wish him a 
speedy recovery.
	 Another rewarding aspect of 
this position is the tremendous 
support the Department receives 
from the thousands of men and 
women who have retired from 
DPS but continue to support the 
Department in a variety of ways.  
Over the next several months, we 
will be developing a human cap-
ital plan that will address work-
force forecasting, recruitment, 
retention, performance, benefits 
and the promotion process.  An 
area that I would like to explore 
is the establishment of a DPS 
reserve officers program that 
would enable the Department to 
benefit from the expertise and 
capabilities of our retired com-
missioned officers.

Steven C. McCraw 

Starting in December, DPS will move to paperless payroll and leave 
statements.  All employees will have access to a secure website where 
they can retrieve their payroll and leave statements.  More information 
on how to access the information will be forthcoming.  

The Accounting newsletter and the Chaparral will be available 
online only, with the exception of retirees, who will continue to receive 
printed copies of the Chaparral in the mail.

Switching to a paperless system for payroll, leave accounting and 
newsletters will save the Department thousands of dollars and hundreds 
of employee hours.

Hot off the press! Paystubs, newsletters go digital

New regional commanders named
New regional commanders have been named by DPS Director Steven 

McCraw.  The regional commanders, who will assume their positions 
on October 1, 2009, will report to Lt. Col. Lamar Beckworth, the 
Deputy Director for 
Law Enforcement.  

T h e  r e g i o n a l 
commanders  wi l l 
coordinate all DPS 
activities within their 
respective regions, 
ensur ing  a  un i ty 
of effort among all 
divisions within the 
Department.

T h e  n e w 
appointees are:

T h e  r e g i o n a l 
commanders are: Billy 
Fulton in Lubbock; 
Skylor Hearn in El 
Paso; Jack Webster in Dallas; L.C. Wilson in Houston; Jose 
Rodriguez III in McAllen; and Luis Gonzalez in San Antonio.



DPS online: www.txdps.state.tx.us                       DPS “on the air”: 512-424-7777                       askthecolonel@txdps.state.tx.us

page 2

Mile Markers

Briefs  

Briefs   

  

	

Promotions
Director’s Staff
	 Rhonda C. Fleming, Major, 
DL Austin to EEO Officer Aus-
tin, Director’s Staff; Manuel F. 
Espinosa, II, Lt., CIS McAllen 
to Inspector II, OAI Austin.
	
DL
	 Kevin S. Napier, Capt., HP 
Midland to Asst. Chief, DL Aus-
tin; Elizabeth G. Goins, Attorney 
IV, OGC Austin to Deputy Admin-
istrator, DL Austin.

Rangers
	 Victor Escalon, Jr., Sgt., 
Rangers Harlingen to Lt., Rangers 
Laredo; Aaron C. Gigsby, Staff 
Lt., Rangers El Paso to Lt., Rang-
ers El Paso; James A. Scoggins, 
Tr. II, HP Fredericksburg to Sgt., 
Rangers San Antonio; 
	 Mark W. Leger, Sgt., CIS 
Beaumont to Sgt., Rangers Waco; 
Randy Garcia, Sgt., MVT Laredo 
to Sgt., Rangers Carrizo Springs; 
Gary L Phillips, Sgt., Narcotics 
Svc. McAllen to Sgt., Rangers 
McAllen; Richard C. Lain, Sgt., 
HP Wichita Falls to Sgt., Rangers 
Graham; 
	 Wesley S. Doolittle, Sgt., Nar-
cotics Svc. Houston to Sgt., Rang-
ers Victoria; Miguel J. Ramirez, 
Sgt., MVT Harlingen to Sgt., 

On the 
mend...

Tr. Richard Black, DL Dallas, 
injured during a fugitive felony 
arrest.

We can become habitually, 
physically tense often without 
realizing it.  We gradually become 
accustomed to the sensations of 
living in a tense state and think of 
these as ‘normal.’

While stress can help in the 
short-term, making us more alert 
and motivating us, in the longer-
term, unchecked, it can cause 
problems with our health, our 

relationships, and our work.  		
Balancing daily stress with relax-
ation techniques can help your 
mind and body remain healthy and 
work at their best.  

Want a better strategy to cope 
with stress?  Deep breath.  We can 
help.  Contact the DPS Employee 
Assistance Program at 512-424-
2211.

Stressed out? There’s a better way

2009 SECC Campaign 
The State Employee Chari-

table Campaign (SECC) is un-
derway and runs through Oct.  31.  
SECC makes it easy for an em-
ployee to have charitable contri-
butions to selected organizations 
automatically deducted from each 
paycheck.  Participation is volun-
tary, and donations  confidential. 
For more information, see www.
secctexas.org or contact Rhonda 
Trumble (512-424-2037) via 
Outlook e-mail. 

Mandatory comp time notice
State law requires that if an 

employee submits a written re-
quest (HR-11) for time off at least 
90 days prior to the date accrued 
state equivalent compensatory 
time is set to lapse, the supervisor 
must (1) approve the requested 
leave time, or (2) provide the 
employee with an alternate date to 
use the compensatory time prior to 
the lapse date. For more informa-
tion, refer to Chapter 7, 07.06.08, 
of the General Manual.

Awards  

	 Tr. John David Cox, HP Eden,  
was awarded the prestigious 
Medal of Valor for the dangerous 
apprehension of a capital murder 
suspect last year in Concho 
County.  Tr. Cox, along with local 
police, set up surveillance on the 
Hwy. 87, where the suspect was 
believed to be traveling.  The 
suspect was  accused of killing 
one woman and wounding his 
former girlfriend in San Angelo 
earlier in the day.    
	 During a subsequent traffic 
stop, the suspect, who was a 
passenger in the car, opened 
fire on Tr. Cox with a sawed-off 
shotgun through the driver’s side 
door.  Although injured from 
the blast,  he returned fire and 
eventually mortally wounded the 
gunman.   Luckily, Cox was not 
seriously injured.   The Medal 
of Valor is the highest honor 
awarded by the Department.  Cox 
is only the 29th  recipient of this 
honor in DPS history. 
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Rangers Harlingen; Cody L. 
Mitchell, Tr. II, HP Bayton to Sgt., 
Rangers Austin.

CLE
	 Michael P. McAnarney, Tr. 
III, CVE Conroe to Sgt., Narcotics 
Svc. McAllen; Steven D. Wilkins, 
Tr. II, HP Waco to Sgt., Narcot-
ics Svc. San Antonio; Steven D. 
Schwartz, Tr. III, HP Hamilton 
to Sgt., Narcotics Svc. Alpine; 	
	 Jeffrey D. Davis, Tr. II, CVE 
Rosenberg to Sgt., Narcotics Svc. 
McAllen; Adam B. St. Clair, Tr. 
II, HP Amarillo to Sgt., Narcotics 
Svc. San Antonio; Kyle W. Cook, 
Tr. II, HP Balligner to Sgt., Nar-
cotics Svc. Laredo; 
	 Samuel D. Quinn, Sgt., HP 
Laredo to Sgt., Narcotics Svc. 
Laredo; Demond W. Hackworth, 
Tr. II, HP New Braunfels to Sgt., 
Narcotics Svc. Laredo; Robert K. 
Rosamond, Tr. II, CVE El Paso to 
Sgt., Narcotics Svc. McAllen; 
	 David Stewart, Tr. III, HP 
Brownwood to Sgt., Narcotics 
Svc. McAllen; Scott D. Apple, 
Tr. II, HP New Braunfels to Sgt., 
Narcotics Svc. McAllen; Ron-
nie L. Hubbell, Jr., Tr. II, HP 
Caldwell to Sgt., Narcotics Svc. 
Brownsville; 
	 Tommy J. Lindley, Tr. II, HP 
Amarillo to Sgt., Narcotics Svc. El 
Paso; Jackie M. Knight, Tr. III, 
DL Austin to Sgt., Narcotics Svc. 
Laredo; 
	 Jose N. Morales, Tr. II, HP 
McAllen to Sgt., Narcotics Svc. 
Laredo; Gregory L. Wilson, Tr. 
II, HP Paris to Sgt., Narcotics Svc. 
El Paso; Mauricio J. Uribe, Cpl. 

II, HP McAllen to Sgt., Narcotics 
Svc. El Paso; Victoria M. Dossey, 
Tr. IV, DL Houston to Sgt., Fraud 
Investigation Unit Houston; 	
	 Esther E. Racus, Tr. III, DL 
Conroe to Sgt., Fraud Investiga-
tion Unit Conroe; Manuel A. Lo-
zano, Sen. Tr., DL El Paso to Sgt., 
Fraud Investigation Unit El Paso; 
Jose Valenzuela, Sen. Tr., DL El 
Paso to Sgt., Fraud Investigation 
Unit El Paso; 
	 Sandra G. Kitchen, Tr. III, 
DL Houston to Sgt., Fraud Inves-
tigation Unit Houston; Bradley A. 
Prince, Tr. IV, DL Dallas to Sgt., 
Fraud Investigation Unit Dallas; 
Jesse T. Flores, Tr. I, DL San An-
tonio to Sgt., Fraud Investigation 
Unit San Antonio. 

Retirements
	 Dorothy Wright, Secretary, 
Director’s Staff Austin, 36 yrs., 5 
mos., 19 days; Jacquelyn Mue-
hlbrad, Evaluator, DL Austin, 
34 yrs., 5 mos., 25 days; Ste-
ven Edward Davis, Sgt., MCB 
Georgetown, 28 yrs., 7 mos., 17 
days; 		  Debra Sue Mc-
Combs, Operator IV, Bureau of 
Law Enforcement Comm. and 
Tech. Texarkana, 27 yrs., 11 mos., 
21 days; James Lee Nicholson, 
Tr., DL Universal City, 22 days, 7 
mos., 11 days; 
	 Wilma J. Placker, Sec. Offi-
cer III, HP Austin-Capitol, 6 yrs., 
4 mos., 6 days; Linda Danielson 
Boline, Project Mgr., DL Austin, 
31 yrs., 3 mos., 28 days; Patricia 
Marie Mungenast, Tech., DL Ce-
dar Hill, 29 yrs., 10 mos., 1 day; 
	 Bobby Stephen Turner, Sgt., 
Narcotics Svc. Waco, 27 yrs., 7 

mos., 19 days; Francisco Elizon-
do, Lt., MVT McAllen, 26 yrs., 
4 mos., 25 days; Martin Canas 
Santiago, Sen. Tr., DL Midland, 
25 yrs., 2 mos., 18 days: 		
James Andrew Pearce, Sen. Tr., 
CVE San Antonio, 23 yrs., 7 mos., 
14 days; Margaret Solis, Admin. 
Asst., Narcotics Svc. McAllen, 
22 yrs., 3 mos., 13 days; Daniel 
James Racca, Sgt., MVT Conroe, 
19 yrs., 11 mos., 19 days; 
	 Rachel Nunez DeLeon, Cus-
todian, HP Victoria, 18 yrs., 1 mo.; 
Willie Ethel West, Security Of-
ficer, HP Austin; 14 yrs., 11 mos., 
16 days; Michael Lee Brock, 
Field Response Administrator,  
EMD Austin, 13 yrs., 19 days; 	
	 Keith Ray Preusse, Tr., HP 
San Augustine, 17 yrs., 11 mos.; 
Yolanda Gloria Davis, Evaluator, 
DL Austin, 9 yrs., 16 days.

Deaths
	 John Latham, Supv., EMD 
Austin (July 2000 – August 2009) 
died August 26, 2009; Odis Dean 
Fuller, ret. Inspector III, MVI 
Temple (February 1963 – Sep-
tember 1993) died August 9, 
2009; William Joseph Taylor, 
ret. Capt., Polygraph Austin-HQ 
(February 1966 – September 
1994) died August 17, 2009; 
	 Jerry Fette, ret. Tr., DL Waco 
(November 1955 – October 1984) 
died August 18, 2009; Jerry Car-
rol Rogers, ret. Custodian II, HP 
Texas City (May 1986 – May 
2008) died August 23, 2009; Billy 
B. Ennis, ret. Sgt., HP Richmond 
(September 1956 – July 1977) 
died August 27, 2009.
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