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TexasSurecracksdown on insuranceviolators

Uninsured motorists freerideiscomingtoanend. That wasthean-
nouncement by four state agencieswhen thefirst phase of TexasSure, Ve-
hicleInsurance Verification database, wasunveiled in early June.

TexasSureisasecure database that matchesthe recordsof registered
passenger vehiclesin Texasto persona auto insurance policy datasubmit-
ted by 200-plus Texasinsurance
companies. With suchinforma- T ,
tionat their fingertips, law en- exas 'I;I re‘
forcement officersand county  pEEEETEIEECEETTE D
tax officiascaningantly verify
whether avehiclehasauto liability coveragerequired by statelaw.

Four state agencies—the Department of | nsurance, the Department of
Trangportation, DPS and the Department of | nformation Resources—have
been devel oping the program over the past severa years. Within DPS, the
Driver LicenseDivison, Highway Patrol and TLETShaved | played mgjor
rolesinlaunching the program.

County tax assessorsacrossthe state are dready using theinformation
inapilot program and DPStroopersintheAustin areaarefield-testing the
database aswell.

The DPSfiddtestingwill last until August 3. Then, after an assessment
period, the database will be made avail able statewideto all law enforce-
ment agenciesthrough TLETS (TexasLaw Enforcement Telecommunica:
tion System). No exact date has been announced. Training materialsare
also being prepared for law enforcement agenciesfor release beforethe
system goes statewide.

Law enforcement officerswill runavehicle' slicenseplateto accessthe
TexasSure database, and theresponsewill help the officer ascertain whether
thevehiclehasinsurance and officers can take appropriate action.

Will it work? Morethan 30 other states have sometype of auto insur-
anceverification programin place. Each has seen areductionin the number
of uninsured vehiclesontheroad.

It isimportant to note that DPS does not believethelaw allowsthe

databaseto be used for probable causein stopping avehicle. Thevehicle
continued on page 4

DPS online: www.txdps.state.tx.us
askthecolonel @txdps.state.tx.us

Dear fellow employee,

The early morning hours of
Sunday, June 8, brought dozens
of Austin fire trucks and hun-
dreds of firefightersto the Texas
Governor’s Mansion to fight a
blaze that was intentionally set.
Unfortunately, the firefighters
were unable to save the empty
150-year-old building from the
flames.

Asl writethis, state and fed-
eral investigators are searching
for the person or persons who
started the fire. And we are con-
ducting aninternal investigation
into the circumstances that al-
lowed the arsonist to penetrate
our defenses.
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Wearestill looking for quali-
fied trooper-trainee applicants. If
you know anyone who would
make an excellent trooper, please
have them call Recruiting at 1-
866-898-7667.

o0 0000

The July 4 holiday is near.
Please be careful, no matter
whether you are on patrol or out
with your family. Many drivers
make poor choices during this
holiday and choose to drink and
drive. Don’t be one of them.

Hone 2 3,

DPS*“ontheair”: 512-424-7777




Awards

Tr. Paul Kohleffel, HP New
Caney, received aDirector’sCitar
tion for his life-saving actions in
Montgomery County in 2007. He
responded to asingle-fataity wreck
with eight total vehicles. Kohleffel
and two others made sure there
was't asecondfatdity by their brave
actions. A manwaspinnedinan 18-
wheder by largemetd pipesthat had
penetrated the cab after thecollision.
Thetrooper, withtheassistance of a
wrecker driver and asheriff’sdeputy,
entered the cab, whichwasengulfed
inflamesand black smoketo rescue
theunconsciousman, hishair liter-
dlyonfire

Tr. Derek Leitner, HP New
Caney, received aDirector’s Cita-
tionfor helping savethelifeof asui-
cidal teenage boy in Montgomery
County in 2007. Tr. Leitner re-
sponded to thecall and found a15-
year-old boy in atree house holding
ashotgunto histhroat.

Two officerswerepointing their
gunsat theboy, who was shouting at
themtokill him. During negotiations,
Letner left cover andworkedtogan
theboy’strust. Eventualy, hecon-
vinced the boy to trade his shotgun
for acigarette, and pulled the teen
downfromthetree, endingthetense
Standoff.

Teamwork inKarnesCounty led
totwo Director’sCitationsand three
Director’ sAwardsfor thoserespon-
sblefor savinga3-year-old girl. In
2007, asmall car and 18-wheeler
collidedinahorrificcrashthat daimed

thelivesof two people, but therewas
asurvivor.

Thelittle girl, who had an ob-
structed airway and wasnot respon-
sive, was wedged in between the
door, front seat and roof. Assistant
Commander Jose Ortiz, Narcotics
Augtin, cameuponthesceneand as-
sisted by using bruteforceto pry the
roof up far enough to alow Tr.
Seven Bailey, HPKarnes City, to
get hisfeet into the car. Bailey used
hislegsto pushthedriver’sseat for-
ward and pushed the door dlightly
openwith hisarms, suffering aback
strainintheprocess.

Off-duty Austinfirefighter John
Green cut the seat belt off the car
seet, whileHopkins Haden stabilized
the child’shead and body while she
was removed from the wreckage.
Linda Haden, a registered nurse,
then provided criticdl first ad withthe
assistance of thetwo men. Thanks
totheeffortsof thefiverescuers, the
three-year-old girl survived. Sgt.
Bradley Freeman, HP San Anto-
nio, nominated Green and the
Hadens.

Briefs

Region VI retireesmeeting
TheRegionVI Retireesassocia
tion meeting will be held on Satur-
day, September 13 at the Bellmead
Community Center located at 3900
Parrish. Gathering and visiting will
beginat 10am. Lunchwill beserved
at noon. The cost of themeal is$10
per person. All DPSretireesarein-
vitedto attend. The speaker thisyear
isnewly appointed DPS Commis-
sioner Tom Clowefrom Waco. For
moreinformation or to make reser-

vations, contact CharlieJ. Morgan
at 254-867-6732 or Judy Falkner
at 254-799-8963.

Speir Scholar ship deadline

Wilson E. Speir Scholarship
gpplicationswill beaccepted through
Aug. 15. Studentsmust be classified
asfull-timecriminal justicemajors
and enrolled in Texasuniversities.
Two scholarshipswill beawarded for
$500 per semester for up to two se-
mesters.

Applicants should submit re-
sumes and transcriptsof completed
collegework to: Director’s Office,
c/oDPS, PO. Box 4087, Austin TX
78773-0110.

Mile Markers

Promotions
Rangers

JimmieDaleKadlin, Jr., Sgt.,
Narcotics Svc. Victoria to Sgt.,
Rangers El Paso; Shane Allan
Staley, Sgt., Narcotics Svc. San
Antonioto Sgt., RangersRio Grande
City,

Robert W. Matthews, Sqt.,
Narcotics Svc. Laredo to Sgt.,
Rangers McAllen; Steven Jesse
Rayburn, Lt., HP Del Rioto Sgt.,
RangersAlpine; Kenneth E. Bond,
Sgt., Narcotics Sve. Tyler to Sgt.,
RangersEastland;

William Eric Kasper, Sgt.,
Narcotics Svc. Garland to Sgt.,
Rangers Garland; Marquis M.
Cantu, Sgt., Narcotics Svc. Austin-
HQ to Sgt., Rangers Waco;

CLE

Christopher VanceBrock, Tr.
[, HP Longview to Sgt., Narcotics
Svc. McAllen.



THP

John Randall Larocque, Lt.,
MCB Augtin-HQto Capt., MCBAus-
tin-HQ; Jay Mark Webster, Sgt.,
HPDentonto Lt., HPWebster.

Retirements

Katherine Ann Sutherland,
Tech., DL Columbus, 30yrs., 2mos.,
4 days; John Thomas Cottle, I11,
Capt., NarcoticsSvc. Austin, 26 yrs.,
11 mos., 21 days; L uisJorgeFlores,
Sen. Tr., DL SanAntonio, 26 yrs., 4
mos., 18 days; Claudia Rae L utz,
Examiner, DL Jourdanton, 22yrs., 7
mos., 7 days; Cheryl Annette

Jungkind, Operator, HP Hurst, 28
yrs., 11 mos., 7 days, Reymundo
Guerrero, Sgt., CISHarlingen, 27
yrs.,4mos., 17 days; Jerry Carrol
Roger s, Custodian, HP Texas City,
22yrs., 2days, Michad C. Gougler,
Asst., Comm., CISAustin-HQ, 21
yrs., 3mos.;

Peggy Diane Sout, Research
Specialist, BIAAustin-HQ, 20 yrs.,
10 mos., 23 days, Barbara Alice
Murray, Tech., HPDecatur, 20 yrs,,
10 mos., 18 days; Harold Jerry
Voortman, Inspector, HPGarland, 7
yrs., 3 mos.; Glendon Craigen
Hunt, Sen. Tr., CVE Hereford, 28

yrs., 3mos., 21 days,

Michael Shawn Melson, Sen.
Tr., CVE Odessa, 20yrs., 9mos., 23
days, MaritiaJo Priddy, Coordina
tor, CRSAustn-HQ, 16 yrs,, 10mos.,,
26 days; Thomas Matthew
McGinnis, Tr., HPCorsicana, 5yrs.,
1 mo., 29 days;, Michael Carey
Jones, Anayst, EMD Austin-HQ, 8
mos., 17 days.

Deaths

HarvieD. White, ret. Custodian
[11, HP San Angelo (October 1993 -
August 2005) died May 25, 2008.

100 Club of Houston supports families of DPS officers and other
state law enforcement officerskilled in the line of duty

_—— -

The 100 Club, a 55 year old
Houston based non-profit
organization provides financial
support to the dependants of peace
officersandfirefighterskilledinthe
line of duty in an eighteen county
region surrounding Houston.

In 2006, the Club’s Board of
Directorsexpandedtheir lineof duty
death coverage to include
commissioned DPS, TexasParks &
Wildlife, TABC and TDCJ
Institutional personnel killedinthe
lineof duty anywhereinthe State of
Texas.

Sadly, since the expansion of
The 100 Club program, the 27,400
member support organization has
hel ped thefollowing familieswhose
loved oneswerekilledinthelineof
duty:

Tr. Eduardo Chavez, HP
McAllen: May 2, 2006

Tr. Todd Holmes, HPGilmer:

March 14, 2007

Game Warden Justin Hurst, El
Campo: March 17, 2007

TDCJOfficer Susan Canfield,
Huntsville: Sept. 29, 2007

Tr. James Scott Burns, HP
Linden: April 29, 2008

The 100 Club’s Executive
Director Rick Hartley saysthat “ The
100 Club providesa$10,000 gift to
thesurviving spouseof thedanofficer
usually within 24 to 48 hours of the
tragedy.”

When the time is right, Club
officidsrevist thefamily and make
an assessment of thefamily’sneeds.
The 100 Club’sgoal isto eliminate,
within reason, the family’s debt.
Examplesof thesupport fromthe 100
Clubincludespaying off mortgages,

vehicle debt, credit card debt and
other needsidentified during thevisit.
Alsoincludedisfundingto provide
for the collegeeducation of surviving
children.

To date, The 100 Club of
Houston has provided more than
$12 million in assistance to the
families of peace officers and
firefighterskilledinthelineof duty.
Additiondly, the Club hasprovided
law enforcement, inthe 18 county
primary coverage area with an
additiona $14.5 millioninscholar-
shipsand life-protecting equipment.

On the
mend...

Great news! No one’'son
the mend (as of June 17).
Stay safe!




page 4

Hurricanes can form quickly and are unpredictable: be ready

Recent history hasdemondtrated
that first responders, emergency
managersand citizensthroughout the
state need to be on the alert
whenever there is a tropical
disturbancein the Gulf of Mexico.
Hurricanes can spawn tornadoes
andinlandflooding, killing peopleand
damaging property hundredsof miles
away fromtheareawherethey made
landfdll.

Experts with the National
Weather Service say coastal
residents should be on constant
watch becausetropical systemscan
developvery rapidly.

The only hurricane to make
landfal intheUnited States|ast year
did, infact, strike Texas. Hurricane
Humberto formed extremdy rapidly
right off the Texas coast and spun
up from atropical depressionto a
full-fledged Category Onehurricane

in just 19 hours. Hurricane
Humberto crashedinto High Idand
near Galveston on Sept. 15.

Hurricanes are highly unpre-
dictable storms that can change
direction and intensity. Thereisno
guaranteethey will follow the path
predicted by computer models.

Official Hurricane Center
Advisory projectionsfor astormare
madewitha“coneof error” inmind.
Shapedrather likeanicecream cone
withthestorm'slikeliest pathasaline
through the center, thisisintended to
show how far off the path astorm
might move.

Wesather expertssay they are 60
percent confident that a hurricane
will remainwithinthe* coneof error”
during aparticular forecast period.

The further out in time the
prediction, the greater the chance
of unexpected changes. That'swhy

it's important to be prepared as
early aspossible.
24-hour predictions: Thecen-
ter of the storm can move 100 miles
to theleft or right of the projected
track over the next 24-hour period.
48-hour predictions. Thecen-
ter of the storm can move 160 miles
to theleft or right of the projected
track over the next two days.
72-hour predictions: Thecen-
ter of the storm canmove 230 miles
to theleft or right of the projected
track over the next threedays.
Four-day predictions. Thecen-
ter of the storm can move 290 miles
to theleft or right of the projected
track over the next four days.
Five-day predictions. Thecen-
ter of the storm can move 350 miles
to theleft or right of the projected
track over thenext fivedays.

TexasSur e insurance program, continued from page 1

wouldfirst haveto bepulled over for
aseparatetrafficviolation.

Also, DPS does not impound
vehiclessolely for noinsurance. Im-
pounding and TexasSure are sepa-
rateissues. Loca agenciesmay have
theirownpolicies.

It alsoisimportant to stressthat
peoplewith insurance need to con-
tinueto carry their insurance cards,
because thelaw has not changed.

“Thisgiveslaw enforcementa |

new tool to identify uninsured driv-
ers, especially those using fake or
expired insurance cards,” said Lt.
L ouisSanchez, HPAustin.
Anedimated oneinfivevehicles
doesn’t haveinsurance, about 4 mil-

DPS online: www.txdps.state.tx.us

lion Texasdriverschoosng not to get
insurance on their cars, trucksand
SUVs.

Finesare steep, evenonthefirst
offense—amaximum fineof upto
$350 and hundreds of dollarsmore

in court costsand additional fees.
Repeat offendersalso are subject to
atwo-year driver licensesuspension.

Visit www. TexasSure.com, for
moreinformation.

DPS“ontheair”: 512-424-7777
askthecolonel @txdps.state.tx.us



