
HURRICANE AWARENESS: PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WHEN LOCAL OFFICIALS CALL FOR AN EVACUATION: 30 SECONDS 
WHEN THERE’S A HURRICANE IN THE GULF OF MEXICO, FILL YOUR GAS 
TANK AND KEEP IT FULL. START MONITORING RADIO AND TV BROADCASTS 
-- AND LISTEN TO INSTRUCTIONS FROM LOCAL OFFICIALS. HURRICANES 
MAY TAKE SEVERAL DAYS TO ARRIVE. MAKE EVACUATION PLANS BEFORE 
THE STORM. GET YOUR EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT READY TO GO -- WITH 
FOOD, WATER, BATTERIES AND OTHER SUPPLIES. WHEN LOCAL OFFICIALS 
CALL FOR A MANDATORY EVACUATION, FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS.  
 
 
EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT: 30 SECONDS   
EMERGENCIES AND DISASTERS CAN HAPPEN ANY TIME. KEEP 
EMERGENCY SUPPLIES ON HAND IN YOUR HOME, OFFICE AND CAR – 
ESPECIALLY DURING HURRICANE SEASON. YOU’LL NEED NON-
PERISHABLE FOOD, WATER AND BATTERIES. YOU’LL ALSO NEED CASH, 
CREDIT CARDS, COPIES OF MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS AND INSURANCE 
INFORMATION. DON’T FORGET PRODUCTS FOR BABIES, THE ELDERLY AND 
SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS. WHEN LOCAL OFFICIALS CALL FOR A 
MANDATORY EVACUATION, TOP OFF YOUR GAS TANK BEFORE YOU GET 
ON THE ROAD. 

 
ON THE ROAD IN AN EVACUATION: 30 SECONDS 
HURRICANES ARE EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. MAKE EVACUATION PLANS IN 
ADVANCE. KEEP HIGHWAY MAPS IN YOUR CAR AND LEARN EVACUATION 
ROUTES BEFORE THE STORM. WHEN LOCAL OFFICIALS CALL FOR A 
MANDATORY EVACUATION – HIGHWAYS WILL BE CROWDED. WATCH FOR 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION HIGHWAY SIGNS – AND LISTEN 
TO YOUR CAR RADIO. REMEMBER, MAKE TRAVEL PLANS IN ADVANCE, 
MONITOR TV AND RADIO -- AND EXPECT YOUR TRIP TO TAKE LONGER 
THAN USUAL. 
 
FAMILY COMMUNICATIONS IN EMERGENCIES:  30 SECONDS 
WHEN DISASTER STRIKES, YOUR FAMILY NEEDS A PLACE TO CALL AND A 
PLACE TO MEET. PLAN AHEAD TO KEEP IN TOUCH. CHOOSE A LOCATION IN 
YOUR TOWN TO MEET IF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS BLOCKED OFF. WHEN 
LOCAL TELEPHONES DON’T WORK, YOU MAY STILL BE ABLE TO CALL OUT-OF-
STATE. CHOOSE A FRIEND OR RELATIVE OUT OF STATE -- AND TEACH YOUR 
KIDS THE PHONE NUMBER. REMEMBER, PLAN FOR EMERGENCIES WITH YOUR 
FAMILY. CHOOSE A PLACE TO CALL AND A PLACE TO MEET. 
 
LEAVE EARLY WITH FRAGILE FAMILY MEMBERS:  30 SECONDS 
HURRICANES ARE DANGEROUS AND UNPREDICTABLE. MAKE SPECIAL PLANS 
FOR BABIES – THE ELDERLY – AND MEDICALLY FRAGILE FAMILY MEMBERS. IT 
WILL TAKE MUCH LONGER TO TRAVEL DURING A MANDATORY EVACUATION. 
MAKE SURE YOUR EMERGENCY KIT INCLUDES SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT FOR 
SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS – AND SUPPLIES FOR BABIES AND THE 
ELDERLY. MAKE TRAVEL EASIER FOR FAMILY MEMBERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS. 
LEAVE BEFORE THE OFFICIAL EVACUATION BEGINS. 
 



 
LEAVE EARLY IF YOU HAVE SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS:   25 SECONDS 
WHEN A HURRICANE THREATENS, BE PREPARED. IT WILL TAKE MUCH LONGER 
TO TRAVEL DURING A MANDATORY EVACUATION. IF YOU’VE GOT SPECIAL 
HEALTH CARE NEEDS – AND YOU CAN TRAVEL ON YOUR OWN -- IT’S A GOOD 
IDEA TO LEAVE AHEAD OF THE CROWD. MAKE YOUR EVACUATION PLANS IN 
ADVANCE. BRING SPECIAL MEDICAL SUPPLIES ALONG WITH YOUR 
EMERGENCY KIT. LEARN YOUR ROUTES AHEAD OF TIME. AVOID CROWDED 
HIGHWAYS. LEAVE EARLY -- BEFORE A MANDATORY EVACUATION BEGINS. 
 
 
TRAVELING WITH EXTRA VEHICLES? LEAVE EARLY: 30 SECONDS 
WHEN A HURRICANE THREATENS, BE SMART. DON’T MAKE TRAFFIC 
WORSE. IF YOU HAVE EXTRA VEHICLES, GET THEM OUT EARLY -- BEFORE 
A MANDATORY EVACUATION. IF YOU WAIT UNTIL THE MANDATORY 
EVACUATION – TAKE ONLY ONE VEHICLE.  REMEMBER, IF YOU WANT TO 
TRAVEL WITH A BOAT, A CAMPER, AN EXTRA CAR OR TRUCK – DON’T 
CROWD THE HIGHWAYS. GET THESE EXTRA VEHICLES OUT OF THE 
EVACUATION ZONE BEFORE LOCAL OFFICIALS ORDER A MANDATORY 
EVACUATION.  
 
 
HURRICANE WATCH AND HURRICANE WARNING: 30 SECONDS 
HURRICANES ARE DANGEROUS AND UNPREDICTABLE. THEY CAN GET MUCH 
STRONGER – AND CHANGE DIRECTIONS -- IN A MATTER OF HOURS. A 
HURRICANE WATCH MEANS A HURRICANE IS ABOUT 36 HOURS AWAY. A 
HURRICANE WARNING MEANS A HURRICANE WILL HIT YOUR AREA IN 24 
HOURS. WHEN A STORM IS ANYWHERE IN THE GULF OF MEXICO, BE 
PREPARED TO EVACUATE. MAKE YOUR EVACUATION PLANS NOW -- BEFORE A 
STORM. AND GET YOUR EMERGENCY SUPPLIES TOGETHER NOW -- BEFORE A 
STORM. 
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