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1. Next Council Meeting 

 
December 12, 2013 at 2:00pm 

 
2. General Conditions 

October was much closer to normal in terms of temperatures and either well 
above-normal or well-below normal for precipitation. Frequent frontal passages, 

mixed with Gulf moisture, have helped much of the eastern half of the state 
recover from their short-term deficits and end the month well above normal, along 

with parts of the Rio Grande Valley and central Texas. The corners of the state, 
however, have not been so lucky, with the Lower Valley, Panhandle, and Trans-

Pecos regions all seeing barely an inch of rainfall. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Having missed out almost entirely 

on rainfall this month, the southern 
Panhandle and upper Low Rolling 

Plains have the worst short-term 
deficits developing. Parts of the 

Texas/New Mexico border 

experienced the driest October on 
record, and the region around 

Lubbock is among the only part of 
the state to see a decrease in soil 

moisture. The upper Red River, 
Colorado, Brazos, and Nueces Rivers 

saw their streamflows decline or 
remain at very low levels. 

 
 



3 DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS COUNCIL | Texas Division of Emergency Management 

 

For the eastern half and portions of southern Texas, rainfall was plentiful 

throughout the month and helped improve conditions greatly. Streamflows 
for the lower Red, Brazos, Lavaca, and Colorado Rivers improved to normal 

ranges by the end of the month. Soil moisture for the majority of the state 
made positive gains as well. The reservoir situation across the state has 

improved overall—statewide percent of conservation storage is up 2.4 
percent since the beginning of October—but this is largely buoyed by huge 

gains in East Texas and the Upper Coast; west Texas and the Edwards 
Plateau are still seeing conditions well below normal. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Temperature and precipitation outlooks or the next month are neither pessimistic 
nor optimistic. The temperature outlook has a greater chance of above average 

temperatures for the majority of the state, but the precipitation outlook has a 
greater chance of above average precipitation for the eastern half of the state and 

equal chances of any trend for the rest of the state. Looking farther out, the ENSO 

outlook currently points toward ENSO neutral conditions for much of the 
foreseeable future. 
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Statewide Drought Conditions Update 
 

     1.   Selected Drought Index Maps  
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2. Drought Status Summary 

 
     Texas is in drought now as indicated by the Palmer Drought Severity Index. 

 

Number of Regions In Drought Category 
 
 
 
Drought 
Index 

High Drought Lower Drought Not in 
Drought 

Exceptional 
Dry / Drought 
--------------- 
Exceptional 

High Fire Risk 

Extreme Dry / 
Drought 
---------------- 
Extreme High 

Fire Risk 

Severe Dry / 
Drought  
------------- 
 

Very High 
Fire Risk 

Moderate or 
Excessive 
Dry / 
Drought 

-------------  
High Fire 
Risk 

Abnormal or 
Mild Dry / 
Drought  
-------------- 

Above 
Average Fire 
Risk 

Near or 
Above 
Normal 
Condition 

PDSI (10) N/A 0 1 1 3 5 

SFI (9) 0 1 2 0 0 6 
SPI (10) N/A 0 0 0 0 10 
CMI (10) N/A 0 0 0 1 9 

KBDI (10) 0 0 0 4 0 6 
Number of River Basins / Sub-Basins In Drought Category 
RSI (21) 2 1 2 5 1 10 

 

3. Drought Index Data 

 

Region 

ID 

Region 

Name 

Crop 

Moisture 

Index 

Palmer 

Drought 

Severity Index 

Standardized 

Precipitation 

Index 

Keetch-

Byram 

Drought 

Index 

Reservoir 

Storage 

Index 

Streamflow 

Index 

1 High 
Plains 

-0.48 -3.66 -0.42 406 0.84 11.3 

2 Low 
Rolling 

Plains 

0.02 -1.08 -0.17 401 23.6 6.1 

3 North 
Central 

0.34 -0.04 0.19 256 67.28 37.72 

4 East 
Texas 

3.43 2.71 0.66 43 84.27 67.61 

5 Trans 
Pecos 

-0.65 -0.95 -0.36 435 41.91 11.3 

6 Edwards 
Plateau 

0.5 1.03 0.5 202 34.35 43.11 

7 South 
Central 

0.64 -0.47 0.67 204 42.69 62 

8 Upper 
Coast 

1.87 -0.08 -0.02 214 90.08 61.41 

9 Southern 0 -2.25 0.84 240 40.92 49.4 

10 Lower 

Valley 

-1.33 -1.4 -0.66 421 No Data No Data 

javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$gvDroughtDataOnSelectedDate','Sort$DroughtRegion')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$gvDroughtDataOnSelectedDate','Sort$DroughtRegion')
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The comparison of index values with last month is summarized below: 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Reservoir Storage Condition 

 

Water storage conditions are summarized below by river basins for the 
115 of Texas major reservoirs at the end of the month: 

 
 The statewide combined storage was 62% full at 19.46 million acre-feet in total 

combined storage. This is 586 thousand acre-feet more than a month ago. 
 By the river basins, storage was lower than normal in 11 basin or sub-basins 

but Near or Above Normal in all other 10 basin or sub-basins, 
 Exceptionally low in Canadian River basin and San Antonio sub-basins, 

 Extremely low in Upper Colorado sub-basin basin, 
 Severely low in Upper Red River and Lower Colorado sub-basins, 

 Moderately low in Upper Brazos, Upper-Mid Rio Grande, and Lower Rio Grande 
sub-basins, as well as Sulphur and Nueces river basins, 

 Abnormally low in Upper Trinity sub-basin 
 Near or above Normal in all other 10 basins or sub-basins. 

 

Elephant Butte Reservoir was 10% full by the month’s end. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Drought 

Index 

Index Value Improved 

in # Regions (Bold in 
table above) 

Index Value 

Deteriorated in # 
Regions (Italic in 

table above) 

Index Value 

Unchanged in # 
Regions 

PDSI 
(10) 

5 5 0 

SFI (9) 7 2 0 

SPI (10) 10 0 0 

CMI (10) 4 6 0 

KBDI (10) 8 2 0 

RSI (21) 14 7 0 

    



8 DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS COUNCIL | Texas Division of Emergency Management 

 

 
 

 
Reservoir Status for Major Metropolitan Centers 
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5. Groundwater Conditions 
 

 
 Water level measurements were available from all 17 key monitoring 

wells in the state. 
 Water levels rose in thirteen of the monitoring wells since the beginning 

of October, ranging from 0.02 feet in the Hansford County Ogallala 
Aquifer well (well #1) to 10.79 feet in the Pecos County Edwards Trinity 

Aquifer well (well #15). 
 Water levels declined in four monitoring wells, ranging from 0.04 feet in 

the Victoria County Gulf Coast Aquifer well (well #12) to 0.51 feet in the 

Dallas County Trinity Aquifer well (well #4). 
 The J-17 well in San Antonio recorded a water level of 88.6 feet below 

land surface or 642.4 feet above mean sea level. This water level is 2.4 
feet above the Stage III critical management level in that segment of the 

Edwards Aquifer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring Well September August Month 
change 

Year 
change 

Historical 
change 

(1) Hansford 

0354301 
154.2 154.22 0.02 -0.2 -84.08 

(2) Lamb 1053602 144.05 143.98 -0.07 -1.9 -115.9 

(3) Martin 2739903 143.68 143.83 0.15 -3.79 -38.79 

(4) Dallas  3319101 489.45 488.94 -0.51 0.27 -267.45 

(5) Coryell 4035404 504.68 509.83 5.15 0.42 -212.68 

(6) Kendall 6802609 136.31 146.2 9.89 3.3 -76.31 

(7) Bell 5804816 125.74 128.53 2.79 -0.25 -2.61 

(8) Bexar 6837203 88.6 92.3 3.7 -4.5 -41.96 

(9) Smith 3430907 441.9 442.19 0.29 -6.13 -75.9 

(10) La Salle 

7738103  
489.55 489.77 0.22 -54.06 -236.48 

(11) Harris 6514409 198.38 198 -0.38 4.61 -62.88 

(12) Victoria 

8017502 
39.27 39.23 -0.04 -2.11 -5.27 

(13) El Paso 

4913301 
294.72 295.14 0.42 -1.82 -62.82 

(14) Reeves 

4644501 
154.63 156.62 1.99 -2.82 -62.54 

(15) Pecos 5216802 228.31 239.1 10.79 -6.76 18.57 

(16) Haskell 

2135748 
48.47 48.74 0.27 -1 -7.14 

(17) Hudspeth 

4807516 
143.66 149.06 5.4 1.68 -39.74 
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Groundwater Observation Wells Location Map 
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6.  Water Utility Status 
 

Overall, there are 1,234 water systems that are asking their 
customers to restrict water use, compared with 1,208 a month ago. 

Of these systems, 790 are asking customers to follow a mandatory 
watering schedule and 444 are asking customers to follow a 

voluntary watering schedule.   There are currently 52 PWSs that 
have prohibited all outside watering by their customers.  A total of 

1,539 water systems have reported to the TCEQ regarding their 

status using the online form on the TCEQ public website.  Recent 
rains in parts of the state have allowed some water systems to relax 

their water use restrictions. The seasonal forecasts show 
improvements in some areas of the state while other areas will 

continue to persist and intensify.  
 

  7. Water Rights – Statewide  
 

New temporary water use permit applications are being reviewed on 
a site-specific basis and issued if there is sufficient surplus water at 

the requested source.  The number of applications for new water use 
permits and amendments to existing permits was high for the 

month.  
 

On October 10, 2013 TCEQ notified water right holders in the Brazos 

River Basin, County Extension Agents, and County Judges that the 
priority call had been rescinded and junior water right holders could 

store and divert water again according to the terms of their permits. 
 

The availability of unappropriated water for new water use permits 
continues to be limited in all river basins in the State, and the search 

for long-term, dependable alternate sources of water remains a high 
priority issue. 

 
8.  Water Rights – Lower Rio Grande / Rio Grande Watermaster 

(RGWM) 
 

Current Conditions:  On October 26, 2013, the U.S. combined 
ownership at Amistad/Falcon stood at 41.23% of normal 

conservation capacity, impounding 1,398,475 acre-feet, down from 

42.07% (1,426,850 AF) of normal conservation a year ago at this 
time.  Overall the system is holding 39.63% of normal conservation 

capacity, impounding 2,347,005 acre-feet with Amistad at 43.88% 
of conservation capacity, impounding 1,437,389 acre-feet and Falcon 

at 34.37% of conservation capacity, impounding 909,617 acre-
feet.  Mexico has 37.48% of normal conservation capacity, 

impounding 948,531 acre-feet at Amistad/Falcon. 
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Allocations:  As of printing of the September, 2013 ownership 

report, we have allocated 516,258.9214 acre-feet to Class A & B 
water rights this year, which include irrigation, mining and 

recreation.   
 

Storage & Loss Amistad vs. Falcon: The U.S. is currently storing 
approximately 882,000 acre-feet at Amistad (48.0%); and 

approximately 516,000 acre-feet (33.2%) of normal conservation 
capacity at Falcon. Evaporation and seepage losses as of 10/26/13 

at Amistad are 136,953 acre-feet. For the same period, the U.S. has 
lost 141,021 acre-feet at Falcon.  

 
Releases to meet demands: In 2013, (through 10/26/13), Mexico 

has released 522,300 acre-feet from Amistad and 778,710 acre-feet 
from Falcon Mexico needs. The U.S. has released 831,212 acre-feet 

from Falcon and 732,307, acre-feet from Amistad for U.S. needs.  

Combined with gains between Amistad and Falcon, U.S. inflows to 
Falcon have totaled 969,147 acre-feet.  The U.S. demand in the 

lower Rio Grande has been met at a rate of 117% by direct Rio 
Grande inflows and Amistad releases this year.   

 
Upper Rio Grande (New Mexico):  Elephant Butte in New Mexico 

is currently storing 192,138 (9.50%) acre feet and Caballo Dam in 
New Mexico, downstream of Elephant Butte is storing 38,914 

(17.14%) acre-feet.  This water storage in part is used to meet 
water needs in the El Paso area. 

 
Outlook:  41% of all accounts began 2013 at 0% water available, 

17% of all accounts began 2013 with 0-50% of their usable balance 
and 42% of all accounts began 2013 with 50-100% of their usable 

balance available. The National Weather Service continues to report 

that moderate to extreme drought conditions are affecting much of 
Rio Grande Basin counties. 

 
8.  River Basin Reports   

  
Stream flow conditions vary widely across the state. When 

considering drought conditions, United State Geological Survey 
(USGS) streamflow data are commonly used as a metric for 

comparison. This report uses monthly mean river flows in cubic feet 
per second (cfs) to represent average monthly conditions within 

each river basin. The historical median flow value for the month (the 
discharge which is equaled or exceeded 50% of the time) is used to 

prevent the inclusion of high flow values that would skew the data. 
 

 

Red River Basin: 
 

Streamflow Conditions:   
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Site 
October  Mean 

(cfs) 
October Historical Median 

(cfs) 

Red River near 
Burkburnett 16 205 

Red River near De Kalb 2,099 3,610 

 
Drought Condition: As of November 1, 74% of the Red River Basin 

is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; with 2% of the 
basin experiencing exceptional drought conditions.  

 
Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 

impound or divert according to the terms of their permits. 
 

Sulphur River Basin: 
 

Streamflow Conditions:   
 

Site 
October mean 

(cfs) 
October Historical median 
(cfs) 

Sulphur River near Talco 20 17 

 
Drought Conditions: As of November 1, 36% of the Sulphur River 

Basin is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; however, 
0% of the basin is experiencing exceptional drought conditions.  

 
Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 

impound or divert according to the terms of their permits.  
 

Cypress Creek Basin: 

 
Streamflow Conditions:   

 

Site 
October Mean 

(cfs) 

October  Historical Median 

(cfs) 

Little Cypress Creek near 

Jefferson 39 16 

 

 

 
Drought Conditions: As of November 1, 37% of the Cypress Creek 

Basin is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; 
however, 0% of the basin is experiencing exceptional drought 

conditions. 
 

Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 
impound or divert according to the terms of their permits.  
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Sabine River Basin: 
 

Streamflow Conditions:   
 

Site 
October Mean 

(cfs) 
October Historical Median 

(cfs) 

Sabine River near 
Beckville 334 203 

Sabine River near Ruliff 1,386 1,260 

 
Drought Conditions: As of November 1, 18% of the Sabine River 

Basin is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; 
however, 0% of the basin is experiencing exceptional drought 

conditions. 
 

Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 
impound or divert according to the terms of their permits.  

 
Neches River Basin: 

 

Streamflow Conditions:   
 

Site 
October  mean 

(cfs) 
October historical median 

(cfs) 

Angelina River near Alto 73 91 

Neches River at Evadale 1,922 1,345 

 

Drought Conditions: As of November 1, 0% of the Neches River 
Basin is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions. 

 
Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 

impound or divert according to the terms of their permits. 
 

Trinity River Basin: 
 

Streamflow Conditions:   

 

 
 

Site 
October mean 

(cfs) 

October historical 

median (cfs) 

Trinity River at Dallas 812 346 

Trinity River near 

Oakwood 2,032 872 

Trinity River at Rosharon  1,255 1,070 
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Drought Conditions: As of November 1, 63% of the Trinity River 

Basin is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; 
however, 0% of the basin experiencing exceptional drought 

conditions. 
 

Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 
impound or divert according to the terms of their permits. 

 
Brazos River Basin: 

 
Streamflow Conditions:   

 
Conditions: As of November 1, 84% of the Brazos River Basin is 

experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; however, 0% of the 
basin experiencing exceptional drought conditions. 

 
Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 

impound or divert according to the terms of their permits. 

 
Colorado River Basin: 

 
Streamflow Conditions:   

 
 

Site 
October  Mean 

(cfs) 

October Historical 

Median (cfs) 

Double Mountain Fork 

Brazos River near 
Aspermont 2 9 

Brazos River near Glen 
Rose 23 223 

Little River at Cameron  738 209 

Navasota near Easterly 151 9 

Brazos near Hempstead 3,516 1,580 

Brazos near Rosharon 3,325 1,860 

Site 
October  

Mean (cfs) 
October Historical 

Median (cfs) 

Colorado River at 

Ballinger 0.13 17 

San Saba River at San 

Saba 164 83 

Llano River at Llano 188 148 

Pedernales River near 

Johnson City 115 37 

Colorado River at 
Columbus 1,858 1,020 
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Drought Conditions: As of November 1, 65% of the Colorado River 

Basin is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; 
however, 0% of the basin experiencing exceptional drought 

conditions. 
 

Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 
impound or divert according to the terms of their permits however, 

the Concho Watermaster continues to monitor the streamflow 
conditions and modify diversion requests as needed. 

 
Guadalupe River Basin: 

 
Streamflow Conditions:   

 

 

 
Drought Conditions: As of November 1, 75% of the Guadalupe 

River Basin is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; 
however, 0% of the basin is experiencing exceptional drought 

conditions. 
 

Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 
impound or divert according to the terms of their permits however, 

some water rights in the upper Guadalupe River Basin can only 
divert on a limited schedule. The South Texas Watermaster 

continues to monitor the streamflow conditions and modify diversion 
requests as needed. All temporary permits are being reviewed on a 

case by case basis. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Site 
October  Mean 

(cfs) 

October Historical 

Median (cfs) 

Guadalupe River near 

Spring Branch 103 132 

San Marcos River at 

Luling 591 182 

Guadalupe River at 
Cuero 1,075 872 

Guadalupe River at 
Victoria 1,013 880 
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San Antonio River Basin: 

 
Streamflow Conditions:   

 

 
Drought Conditions: As of November 1, 53% of the San Antonio 

River Basin is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; 
however, 0% of the basin is experiencing exceptional drought 

conditions. 
 

Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 
impound or divert according to the terms of their permits however, 

the South Texas Watermaster continues to monitor the streamflows 
conditions and modify diversion requests as needed. All temporary 

permits are being reviewed on a case by case basis.  

 
Nueces River Basin: 

 
Streamflow Conditions:   

 

 

  

Drought Conditions: As of November 1, 43% of the Nueces River Basin  
is experiencing at least moderate drought conditions; however, 0% 

of the basin experiencing exceptional drought conditions. 

 
Drought Restrictions: Water rights in this area are eligible to 

impound or divert according to the terms of their permits however, 
the South Texas Watermaster continues to monitor the streamflow 

conditions and modify diversion requests as needed. All temporary 
permits are being reviewed on a case by case basis.  

 
 

 
 

 

Site 
October  mean 

(cfs) 

October  historical 

median (cfs) 

San Antonio River at 
Falls City 223 241 

Cibolo Creek at Falls City 61 26 

Site 
October mean 

(cfs) 

October historical 

median (cfs) 

Nueces river at Tilden 5,377 38 

Frio River near Derby  0 7 

Atascosa River at 

Whitsett  17 8 
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Statewide Rainfall Totals 

 
October 1 - 31, 2013 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

City/Station Rainfall Totals 
(in) 

  Brazos River Basin 

 Lubbock 1.18 

Abilene 1.40 

Waco 7.30 

College Station 9.10 

 

 

Colorado River Basin  

Midland 1.66 

San Angelo 1.46 

Austin Mabry 13.28 

Austin Bergstrom 9.80 

 

 

Neches River Basin  

Tyler 8.00 

Lufkin 6.27 

 

 

Sabine River Basin  

Longview 7.02 

 

 

Trinity River Basin  

Dallas/ Fort Worth 3.13 
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10.  Agriculture  

 
Beneficial rains covered broad areas of the state over the last month, effectively 

relieving drought conditions across much of central, north and east Texas.  
Drought is still a significant concern over much of the High Plains, Rolling Plains 

and South Texas.   Rains at this time in the Blackland, north and east Texas were 
of great benefit to cool season crops and winter pastures as well as adding water 

to livestock ponds.  Most of the spring and summer crops are harvested and fields 
are prepared for the coming season.  Growth of cool season grasses, forbs and 

small grain pastures will provide significant relief to livestock producers where the 
fell. 

 
The following are summaries from Texas A&M AgriLife Extension District 

reporters for the week ending November 9, 2013: 
 

Central: Small grains looked good but needed more moisture. Stock tanks and 

lakes needed runoff. Hay producers were taking a last cutting. The pecan harvest 
was sporadic. 

Coastal Bend: Conditions in parts of the region improved after recent rains. The 
areas reporting wet conditions were building good soil-moisture levels for the next 

crop season. Growers continued to prepare for spring planting, reserving seed and 
applying fertilizer. Volunteer cotton emerging after rains was an issue in some 

places. Most farmers will need to resort to chemical control to kill cotton-stalk 
regrowth and seedlings. The ratoon rice harvest was interrupted by rain. Where 

rain was received, pastures continued to improve. However, pastures in other 
areas were deteriorating. Where there was soil moisture, producers were planting 

winter pastures. In some instances, producers were trying to take a last cutting of 
hay. Ponds were full in many areas. The pecan harvest was ongoing with fair 

yields reported. 

East: All parts of the region received rain as a cold front moved through. Soil-

moisture levels rose. Pond and creek levels were replenished. Heavy rain in some 
areas caused flooding. With the rain and cooler temperatures, winter pastures 

made good progress. Some producers expected to have their cattle grazing winter 
pastures by mid-November. Hay harvesting was mostly completed. A few 

producers had hoped for dry weather to get a final hay cutting. Livestock were in 
good shape with some receiving supplemental feeding. Cattle were calving, and 

calves were being weaned.  

Far West: Fall weather arrived with the first freeze on Nov. 6. The cooler weather 

caused trees and grasses to enter dormancy, while winter forbs emerged after 
recent rains. Farmers were actively harvesting cotton. Alfalfa growers were about 

to take a final cutting. Pecan growers were preparing equipment for harvest.  

 

 

http://stephenville.tamu.edu/
http://coastalbend.tamu.edu/
http://overton.tamu.edu/
http://ftstockton.tamu.edu/
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North: Soil-moisture levels ranged from adequate to surplus across the region, 

with rainfall averaging 0.5 inch to 2 inches. Daytime temperatures dropped into 
the 50s and 60s, and many counties had their first hard frost, with nighttime lows 

in the mid-30s. With lower temperatures, warm-season forages became dormant. 
The rain was very beneficial for small grains and winter annual pastures, but soils 

in some areas were saturated, which slowed down planting of small grains. In 
Hunt County, for example, only 10 percent of the intended wheat acres were 

planted due to wet conditions. Stock ponds in many counties were full to 
overflowing. Livestock were in good condition.  

Panhandle: Temperatures were up and down, but generally, days were mild and 

nights cool. Some moisture was received early in the week. Amounts ranged from 

a trace to a little more than 1 inch. The corn and sorghum harvests were winding 
down. The harvesting of cotton began in some counties. Winter wheat planting 

continued, with earlier plantings being irrigated. Sunflowers were also being 
harvested. Rangeland and pastures were mostly in fair condition. Hansford County 

reported pastures were showing much better cover and seed crop than the last 
two years. Cattle on pasture were in good shape. 

Rolling Plains: Cool, damp weather prevailed, with some areas receiving rain. 

The rain helped pastures, rangeland and winter wheat, but put a damper on the 
cotton harvest. Only a small percentage of cotton was harvested, but producers 

were gearing up to begin harvesting on a large scale within a week. Northern parts 

of the region had a hard freeze, which was what cotton growers were waiting for. 
With the cotton crop two to three weeks late, producers had only defoliated a few 

acres that were ready to harvest, and were holding off on the rest in hopes of a 
late freeze. The cotton crop looked promising, especially after the past couple of 

years without a crop. For the counties that received moisture, winter wheat was 
coming along very nicely. However, counties that missed out on the rain reported 

wheat was starting to show moisture stress. Wheat pastures needed more root 
development before allowing grazing. Pastures were in the same need of moisture 

as winter grasses and forages began to emerge. Fall cattle work wound down. The 
grain sorghum harvest was ongoing. Lakes and stock tanks needed runoff. 

South: Soil-moisture conditions were short to adequate throughout the region. 
The northern counties had mild and humid weather with some light showers. The 

peanut harvest was ongoing, as was the planting of wheat and oats. Rangeland 
and pastures generally remained in fair to good condition, with some areas still 

suffering from drought. Shorter days and cooler temperatures limited warm-
season grass growth. Body condition scores on cattle remained good to fair. In the 

western part of the district, conditions remained favorable, but the counties there 
could definitely use more rain. Soil-moisture conditions were reported as mostly 

short. The baby spinach harvest was expected to begin soon. More spinach was 
being planted. Onions, wheat and oats all made significant progress. The pecan 

harvest was completed for the season at week’s end in some areas. Rangeland 
and pastures on the better-managed ranches had good grazing. Some stock tanks 

were full while others were completely dry. Ranchers with higher stocking levels 
were increasing supplemental feeding. Most ranches continued to be de-stocked or 

very lightly stocked. Cabbage harvesting was active. The eastern counties received 

http://dallas.tamu.edu/
http://amarillo.tamu.edu/
http://vernon.tamu.edu/
http://southtexas.tamu.edu/
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2 to 4 inches of rain. The southern part of the region had mild weather with 0.5 to 

2.5 inches of rain. Fall vegetable crops were progressing well.  

South Plains: The cotton harvest was in full swing and expected to be completed 
before the end of the year in most counties. Some areas already had a killing 

freeze, while others were expecting their first as a strong cold front moved 
through the area. Most irrigated cotton producers reported better-than-expected 

yields, and gins were running full time to keep up. The grain sorghum harvest was 
more than half done, with good to excellent yields reported due to timely rains 

during the growing season. In the northern part of the region, winter wheat 
benefitted from the recent rains and was in fair condition. Some producers were 

just now planting winter wheat, while others were waiting to finish their cotton 

harvest before planting wheat as a cover crop. The corn harvest was finished, with 
very sporadic yields reported. Pasture and rangeland were in desperate need of 

moisture in some areas. Livestock were generally in fair to good condition. 

Southeast: Several counties reported heavy rains. In Brazos County, the 
Navasota River overflowed its banks, causing flooding. Soil-moisture levels 

throughout the region ranged from 50 percent adequate to 100 percent surplus. 
Cooler morning temperatures and shorter days slowed the growth of warm-season 

grasses. High temperatures ranged from 60s to 80s, with lows in the 50s. 
Livestock were in good shape, with hay continuing to be harvested. A few farmers 

were still planting winter wheat. 

Southwest: The region continued to receive spotty showers along with cooler 

temperatures. Fall armyworms remained a problem in pastures and hayfields. 
Growers were off to a good start planting wheat and oats. Livestock producers 

began feeding hay along with some other supplemental feeds. Bucks were in 
heavy rut and had been running for more than a week, a good situation for 

hunters.  

West Central: The region had mild days with cool nights. Only a mild frost was 

reported in a few areas, but the first heavy freeze was expected soon. Some 
counties had scattered showers. The cotton harvest was proceeding well, but cool, 

wet conditions slowed it down in many areas. Winter crops, including wheat and 
cool-season forages, were off to a good start. There was some late-season hay 

baling and planting of small grain fields. Rangeland and pastures were in good 
condition, but the cool temperatures slowed growth of warm-season grasses. 

Some producers were already turning livestock into wheat and oat fields for 
grazing. Livestock remained in fair to good condition. The pecan harvest was 

ongoing with moderate yields reported. 

 

 

 

 

http://lubbock.tamu.edu/
http://bryan.tamu.edu/
http://uvalde.tamu.edu/
http://sanangelo.tamu.edu/
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Texas Crop Progress and Conditions 

USDA NASS, Texas Field Office Report: Issue TX-CW 3913 

Weekly summary for November 4-10, 2013 

 

*The formula for the condition index is I= (5V+25P+60F+110E/100) where I=crop 

condition index and VP, P, F, G, E= the percentage of the crop rated very poor, 

poor, fair, good and excellent. 

 

 

Top Soil Moisture Condition by District – November 8, 2013 

  Percentage of Acreage   Percentage of Acreage 

District  Very 
Short  

Short  Adequate  Surplus  District Very 
Short  

Short  Adequate  Surplus 

1-N  33 50 16 1 6 21 69 10 0 

1-S  26 52 22 0 7 10 24 62 4 

2-N  23 50 25 2 8-N  4 20 58 18 

2-S  12 59 29 0 8-S  2 30 60 8 

3 11 37 50 2 9 2 10 59 29 

4 1 4 62 33 10-N  3 39 58 0 

5-N  0 3 75 22 10-S  16 57 27 0 

5-S  0 6 59 35 State  11 29 48 12 

                    

Crop Condition by District- November 8, 2013 
  Percent of Acreage Index 

Crop      2013   2012   

  Excellent Good Fair Poor Very 
Poor 

        

Corn 13 41 35 10 1 75  70   

Cotton 4 26 41 19 10 58  46  

Peanut 2 52 36 7 3 73  71   

Sorghum 12 46 33 8 1 76  68   

Soybean 7 30 50 11 2 68  68  

Range & 
pasture 

6 28 38 20 8 -    -    
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The Drought Preparedness Council is comprised of state agencies 
concerned with the effects of drought and fire on the citizens of the State 

of Texas. 
 

The attached information was compiled and provided by representatives listed 
below. Points of contact, telephone numbers, and web site addresses are also 

provided. 
 

Nim Kidd, Texas Division of Emergency Management, (512) 424-2436, fax (512) 
424-2444, website: http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem 

 

Brenner Brown, Texas Water Development Board, (512) 475-1128, fax 

(512) 475-2053, website: http://www.twdb.state.tx.us 
 

Chris Loft, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, (512) 239- 4715, 
fax (512) 239-4770, website: http://www.tceq.state.tx.us 

 

Steven Bednarz, Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board, (254) 773- 2250, 

fax (254) 773-3311, website: http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
 

Lance Williams, Texas Department of Agriculture, (512) 463-3285, fax (800) 835-

2981, website: http://agr.state.tx.us 
 

Dr. Travis Miller, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, (979) 845- 4808, fax 
(979) 845-0456, website: http://texasextension .tamu.edu 

 

David Bradsby, Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, (512) 912-7015, fax 

(512) 707-1358, website: http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us 
 

Gilbert Jordan, Texas Department of Transportation, (512) 416-3270, fax (512) 

416-2941, website: http:www.txdot.state.tx.us 
 

Michael Dunivan, Texas A&M Forest Service, (830) 997-5426, website: 
http://txforestservice.tamu.edu 

 

Priscilla Boston, Texas Department of State Health Services, (512) 801-9816, fax 

(512) 458- 7111, website: http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/ 
 

Tad Curtis, Office of the Governor, Economic Development & Tourism, 
(512) 936-0047, website: http://www.governor.state.tx.us/divisions/ecodev 

 

David A. Van Dresar, Texas Alliance of Groundwater Districts, (979) 968-3135, fax 
(979) 968-3194, website: http://www.texasgroundwater.org/ 

 
Dr. John W. Nielsen-Gammon, Office of the State Climatologist, (979) 862-2248, 

fax (979) 862-4466, website: http://www.met.tamu.edu/osc/ 
 

Marisa Callan, Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs, 
(512) 475-3964, website: http://www.tdhca.state.tx.us 
 

Regina Chapline Erales, Public Utility Commission of Texas, (512) 936-7392, 
Website: www.puc.texas.gov/ 

 

Kent Saathoff, Electric Reliability Council of Texas, (512)248-3011, www.ercot.com 
 

http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/
http://agr.state.tx.us/
http://texasextension/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
http://www.txdot.state.tx.us/
http://www.txdot.state.tx.us/
http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/
http://www.governor.state.tx.us/divisions/ecodev
http://www.texasgroundwater.org/
http://www.met.tamu.edu/osc/
http://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/
http://www.puc.texas.gov/
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Attachment 1 

Climatic Regions 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


