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TEMAC 

Ronnie Bates Charles Bauer Mike Beimer 

David Coatney Leonard Deonarine Pilar Rodriguez 

Bob Royall Denise Walker  

TDEM 

Lauren Maher Mike Miller Shari Ramirez-MacKay 

Michelle Gonzales (facilitator/scribe) Guest Speaker:  Jeb Lacey 

WELCOME  
Chair Bob Royall provided brief opening remarks and called the meeting to order.  

CHAIR REPORT – Bob Royall 
SB 538 – Relating to the Control of Infectious Disease 

Chair Royall gave a brief overview of SB 538 – Relating to the control of infectious disease and described several areas 
of concern with the bill, to include:  

 During an infectious disease event, the governor’s authority to issue a disaster declaration will be changed 
from 30 days to unending 

 Principal authority granted to the director of the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) and not 
requiring DSHS to work within established emergency management practices  

 The dilution of other state agency and local jurisdiction authority (county judges/mayors)  
 Possible civil rights issues related to detainment of citizens in detention centers suspected of exposure to an 

infectious disease 
 The bill is not National Incident Management System compliant 
 The bill may jeopardize federal funding  

 
Chair Royall then introduced guest speaker Emergency Management Association of Texas (EMAT) President, Jeb 
Lacey, who echoed Royall’s concerns.  

Lacey emphasized that EMAT is very concerned as an organization about the content of this bill, to include how it will 
affect services; sideline state pieces such as plans, policy and possibly the Texas Division of Emergency Management; 
and usurp the authority of county judges and mayors, which could lead to DSHS taking over response and assets 
during an infectious disease response.  

He also discussed a letter that will be sent to the Legislature that will focus on how the bill affects Texas Government 
Code Chapter 418 and provisions of the public safety code. In addition, EMAT will develop an analysis of the entire bill 
and distribute talking points.  

Lacey hopes to get stakeholder participation and encourage awareness of the bill. He noted there are a number of 
entities that are opposing the bill, but believes, despite concerns expressed to the Legislature, the bill will be fast 
tracked through committee. He offered EMAT’s assistance to anyone who has concerns.  

After Lacey spoke, several TEMAC members asked questions and offered comment. There was a question as to 
whether this would affect the national stockpile (Not that they are aware of, but it does give power to DSHS to use it if 
necessary). Concerns about the language not clearly defining what an infectious disease outbreak is and that usurps 
local authority such as “The commissioner [DSHS] shall communicate with and consider input from the local 
authorities.” Others felt such a bill would benefit rural areas, but in urban areas would run counter to current 
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philosophy. It was also noted that there was no anticipated financial impact; however, local jurisdictions would have 
the responsibility of training and equipping law enforcement officers regarding detention.  

Also discussed was the Ebola response in Dallas-Ft. Worth.   

The discussion concluded with a belief that this bill is a valiant effort to put lessons learned in place and with 
expressed hopes the Legislature would be open to hearing the stakeholders’ concerns to minimize the conflicts 
inherent in the bill, possibly resulting in a better overall bill.  

IPAWS Update 

No update at this time.  

TDEM Chief of Staff Maher and Gonzales will follow up.  

David Coatney expressed concern that TEMAC’s recommendations for IPAWS were currently not being shared with 
stakeholders outside of the First Responder Advisory Council (FRAC) and TEMAC. He is concerned the limitation on 
information sharing could limit FRAC’s ability to actively solicit feedback and make recommendations on this topic.   

Bakken Crude and Information Sharing Update 

The transportation of Bakken crude is an ongoing concern for all levels of government. Discussed were issues faced 
when responding to an escalating incident. He emphasized the importance of mitigating and preventing issues 
through such avenues as continued improved car construction, possibly more shipments with fewer cars, electronic 
braking systems and more track inspections. Chair Royall also noted that Bakken crude was not the only hazardous 
material to be concerned about and encouraged vigilance regarding other hazardous materials.  

He also reported that the railroads were sharing information as required by U.S. Department of Transportation 
Emergency Order (DOT-OST-2014 0067). 

VICE CHAIR REPORT – Sarah Somers 
Vice chair Somers was unable to attend the meeting. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
First Responder Definition 

Chair Royall explained that during the last TEMAC meeting Chief Kidd asked TEMAC to develop an all-encompassing 
definition for first responder. Chair Royall briefly reviewed the documents he e-mailed to TEMAC members prior to 
the meeting for review.  

Chair Royall asked for volunteers to serve on a subcommittee to develop the definition. David Coatney and Leonard 
Deonarine volunteered as subcommittee members and David McCurdy was volunteered as the subcommittee 
chairman.  

During the discussion, Leonard Deonarine developed a draft definition. 

“Emergency responder means federal, state, local, nongovernmental, emergency public safety, 
fire, law enforcement, emergency response, public works, utility, emergency medical (including 
hospital) and related personnel, agencies and authorities or personnel specifically activated to 
address the emergency.” 

David Coatney suggested this be the initial definition to be reviewed. The group concurred.  

Chair Royall asked for a draft definition to be ready by April 1, and then a final definition by the second quarter 
meeting in San Antonio, May 13.  

Also discussed were TEMAC and the First Responder Advisory Council collaborating to develop a definition.  

Family Track 

Also during TEMAC’s last meeting, Chief Kidd asked TEMAC members to provide suggestions for a proposed family 
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track at the upcoming 2015 Texas Emergency Management Conference to promote the inclusion of the emergency 
management community’s family members. Topics suggested were: 

 Household hazardous waste  
 Poison center involvement 
 City of San Antonio recycling program (class and tour) 
 The hazards of home mercury exposure 
 Lead exposure  
 Schools issues for toxic exposures 
 Home fire safety: family disaster plan 
 Overall family disaster plan during a disaster or emergency 
 Children with disabilities and how they interphase with first responders 
 Three way division of the track to focus on:  
 Children (SWAT demonstration, fire, visit and scavenger hunt) 
 Spouses (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, help available collective mental strain, Ebola and other 

communicable diseases what does the family need to know) 
 Family track ( family activity, such as cookout, for responder, spouse and children)  

 U.S. Department of Justice and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention promoting awareness of 
potential crimes when staying at shelters  

 Pets  
 Use of social media and hazards of social media 
 Family mental health track  
 Scams and schemes that could affect individuals  

Members were asked to send additional topic suggestions to Michelle Gonzales.  

Elections Update 

Elections for chair and vice chair will be held at the second quarter meeting.  

TEMAC Charter Update 

Chair Royall noted several changes and refinements had been made over the years to TEMAC’s processes and 
procedures that have not been documented in the charter. He asked for volunteers to serve on the subcommittee to 
review the current charter, document current established procedures not noted in the charter, and define the 
number of members for a quorum. 

Leonard Deonarine and Denise Walker volunteered as subcommittee members. Sarah Somers was volunteered as the 
subcommittee chairman.  

During this discussion, concerns were expressed about getting too specific regarding a quorum. The prevailing 
thought was if the material was socialized through the bounce list and opened for comment (via meeting or 
conference call) then the need to have a quorum is negated.  

TDEM Regional Disaster Finance (RDF) Coordination Program Update 

TDEM State Coordinator Shari Ramirez-MacKay provided an update of the RDF program.  

Since the last update, two regional finance disaster coordinators have been hired for a total of five. Three positions 
remain unfilled (one each in Houston, El Paso and Weslaco).   

Since the program’s rollout, it has touched 59 city/county jurisdictions and 15 courses (broken down into three 
modules) were planned. Of those, one has been completed and 14 courses are continuing or are scheduled through 
June 2015. To date, a total of 249 personnel have been trained for a total of 1,860 student hours.   

Beaumont was the first class. They had 20 finance-oriented personnel and 40 operational people to support the 
exercise. To date the largest class was held in El Paso, which included local state, tribal and education jurisdictions, 
with 41 attending. Ramirez-MacKay will send Gonzales a map for distribution to TEMAC members to show what 
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counties have been touched and where gaps exist.  

Ramirez-MacKay asked for assistance in getting participation in the Valley to include suggestions, ideas and contacts.  

Ramirez-MacKay was asked if any of the program was available virtually and if there were plans to make it so. 
Ramirez-MacKay answered at this time the program was not available virtually and, due to the extensive collaboration 
and discussion required during the exercise, making the program virtual would make course work difficult. However, 
program highlights will be provided virtually. She also mentioned the development of a smartphone app that could be 
used by local jurisdictions to log equipment digitally and store information in a database instead of completing paper 
logs.  

At the conclusion of the meeting, a TEMAC member complimented the program and expressed the feeling that 
attending this program should be mandated by statute or for educational certifications. Ramirez-MacKay answered 
that this is a pilot project, and that once funding starts coming in, then long-range plans could be considered. Another 
member also felt that it was jurisdictions’ responsibility to take advantage of training provided by the state.  

Ramirez-MacKay also asked for suggestions on how to integrate into hospitals (TEMAC suggestion).  

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
Chair Royall opened the floor to TEMAC members.  
 Charles Bauer — nothing to discuss 
 Denise Walker— nothing to discuss 
 Ronnie Bates — nothing to discuss 
 Pilar Rodriguez — nothing to discuss 
 David Coatney — Most upcoming committee meetings will be held during the upcoming 2015 Texas 

Emergency Management Conference, will fees be waived for committee members?   
 Mike Beimer — nothing to discuss 
 Leonard Deonarine — nothing to discuss 
 Bob Royall — nothing else to discuss 

The meeting adjourned.  

NEXT MEETINGS 
Wednesday, May 13, 2015  
1:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
Room TBC 
2015 Texas Emergency Management Conference 
San Antonio, Texas 
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