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Importance of Vehicle Inspection 
As an authorized owner, operator, or inspector of an 
Official Vehicle Inspection Station, you are 
responsible to the Department of Public Safety for 
the proper operation of the Official Vehicle 
Inspection Station.  An owner, operator, or inspector 
will recognize and acknowledge his responsibility to 
the public to offer a good, complete, and thorough 
inspection, according to the rules and regulations. 
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In today’s  busy world, motorists don’t take the time or have the 
time to check the safety items on their vehicles and this is why it 
is so critical for the motorist’s to have their annual inspection. 

Most vehicles operating on Texas’ Roadways are road worthy 
and SAFE.  You need to  realize that when you certify that the 
vehicle is safe, you are certifying that this vehicle is road worthy. 

You have a responsibility to the motorist and to the citizens, 
because you, on behalf of the Department, are certifying that 
this vehicle is safe. 

Importance of Vehicle Inspection 
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Although an inspector is familiar 
with the inspection process, the 
motorist may not be. 
 
The need for the inspector to 
communicate with the motorist 
is CRITICAL. 

Customer Relations 
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After you greet the motorist, you should inform them of the following: 
 

►Cost of the inspection  
 Inform the motorist that the fee is payable regardless of whether the vehicle passes or 

fails.  By doing this, you may resolve the issue of the motorist’s unwillingness to pay if 
they fail. (giving the motorist the option to not participate rather than forcing a 
confrontation). 

►Rejections 
 Inform the motorist that if their vehicle fails, a failed inspection report will be issued, 

explaining the reason for the failure.  Advise them that after the rejected items are 
brought into compliance, they should return to the station within 15 days for a “FREE” 
re-inspection. 

►Questions 
 At this time, you should make yourself available to the motorist should he/she have any 

questions about the inspection process. 

Customer Relations 

REMEMBER:  A little time spent communicating with the motorist prior to the 
inspection will build the motorists’ confidence and reduce the rate of 
misunderstanding the motorist may have about the inspection process. 
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►They represent the Department of Public Safety. 

►The DPS representative will ensure that not only the station, but also the 
inspectors, operate within the DPS rules and regulations. 

►Provide necessary training, information, manual revisions or other 
changes to the program. 

►Will contact the station and inspector on a regular basis, audit the 
inspection records and other required items necessary to perform state 
inspections. 

►May take enforcement action on a station or an inspector, when a violation 
of state law or DPS rules and regulations occur. 

Roles of the DPS Representative 
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► Will conduct, as promptly as possible, a thorough and efficient inspection of any 
vehicle for which the station holds a certification to inspect.  Such inspection must 
be performed in the manner prescribed by the Department. 

► Will issue a signed vehicle inspection report to an approved vehicle.   

► Owes a duty to oneself since a life may be jeopardized by errors or carelessness 
on their part.  An inspector owes a duty to their family and to the vehicle owners 
and operators, for death or serious injury may result if the inspector is indifferent to 
their duty. 

► Will conduct honest and thorough vehicle inspection in accordance with the rules 
and regulations contained in the DPS Vehicle Inspection Operations and Training 
Guide. 

Duties and Responsibilities of Inspectors 



25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

► Owes a duty to their employer who has pledged to assist in safeguarding the lives of 
motorists by ensuring against the operation of unsafe vehicles.  

► Will assume this responsibility and is willing to perform their duty to the very best of 
their ability and to place safety first and foremost, which is the primary intent of the 
law. 

► After completing the inspection, the inspector will inform the owner or operator of any 
equipment that marginally meets inspection requirements. This should include 
possible future repairs or adjustments which may be necessary to keep the vehicle in 
safe operating condition. 

► See that required equipment on the vehicle is of an acceptable type, is properly 
adjusted, and meets Department standards. 

► Shall properly discharge their duties at an Official Vehicle Inspection Station and will, 
at all times, have a DPS Operations and Training Guide immediately available for 
reference. 

Duties and Responsibilities of Inspectors 
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► In performing the inspection, the inspectors will remember they assume full 
responsibility for the quality of the inspection when signing the vehicle 
inspection report. 

► Will always remember they have been certified because they have 
demonstrated their knowledge, ability, honesty, and integrity when performing 
safety inspections. 

► Be aware that any deviation from the established rules, regulations, and/or 
procedures committed by the certified inspector is a violation of the law or 
regulation. 

► Will refrain from the use of alcohol. 

Duties and Responsibilities of Inspectors 
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► Will refrain from the use of drugs in any degree except when prescribed by a 
licensed physician, providing that normal faculties shall not be impaired. 

► Will make inspections within a reasonable length of time after the vehicle is 
presented and the inspector will not cause undue delay to the vehicle operator.  
When an inspection cannot be performed immediately for a justified reason, a proper 
explanation will be given to the customer as to the reason for the delay in a 
courteous manner. 

► Will notify the Department representative immediately if driver's license has been 
suspended or revoked. 

► Will conduct all inspections and issue all vehicle inspection reports at the time of 
inspection in the approved inspection area of the inspection station location 
designated on the Certificate of Appointment, with the exception of the road test. 

►  Shall always obtain authorization from the vehicle owner or operator prior to making 
any repairs or adjustments. 

Duties and Responsibilities of Inspectors 
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► Will not delegate responsibility of the proper and thorough inspection to any 
other person. 

► Shall have complete control of the vehicle to be tested during the entire test 
procedure. 

► Shall maintain a clean and orderly appearance and be courteous and patient in 
contacts with the public. 

► Will make an actual physical check of vehicle identification numbers paying 
particular attention to make sure the number is accurate in all cases on vehicle 
inspection reports. 

Duties and Responsibilities of Inspectors 
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Enforcement Actions 

The following actions are examples of violations that will result in 
enforcement action. 

► Issuing a vehicle inspection report without required adjustments, 
corrections, or repairs having been made when an inspection disclosed the 
necessity for those adjustments, corrections, or repairs; 

► Refusing to allow the owner of the vehicle to have required corrections or 
adjustments made by any qualified person they may choose; 

► Issuing an inspection report without having made an inspection of the 
vehicle; 

► Knowingly or willfully issuing a inspection report for a vehicle without the 
required items of inspection or with items which were not at the time of 
issuance in good condition and in conformity with the laws of this state or 
in compliance with rules of the Commission; 

► Charging more than the required inspection fee; 
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► Issuing an inspection report without being certified to do so by the Department; 

► Material misrepresentation in any application or any other information filed under 
this Code or Commission rules; 

► Fraudulently represent to an applicant that a mechanism or item of equipment 
required to be inspected must be repaired, adjusted, or replaced before the 
vehicle will pass inspection when that is not the case; 

► Failure to safeguard Department required forms.  

Enforcement Actions 

Appropriate action will be taken when it appears from any investigation 
that the Transportation Code, or any regulation referenced to, has been 
violated by an inspection station or its agents or employees. 
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Remember, you have a responsibility to 
the motorist and to the citizens of Texas 

to ensure that their vehicles are  

SAFE!   
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Criteria 

Passenger Cars, Light Duty Trucks & Trucks 
Under 80” Wide 

Produced by the Department of Public Safety.  Duplication, in part or in whole, of this 
material is expressly prohibited, unless written consent from the Department is given. 
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Verify financial 
responsibility before 
proceeding with any 
inspection.  Check for 
the following: 
• Insured’s name 
• Policy Number 
• Make of vehicle 
• Model of vehicle 
• Effective date 
• Expiration date 
And that the policy 
meets minimum liability 
requirements.  
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Effective September 1, 2014, Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) Fuel 
Systems have been added as an item of inspection. 
 
After verifying vehicle insurance, CNG tank should be inspected with 
vehicle owner present. 
  
As a pre-requisite to inspecting a CNG equipped vehicle, the 
inspector must verify that a motor vehicle equipped with a CNG Fuel 
System complies with the requirements of 49 CFR 571.304 and that 
the expiration date of the fuel container tank has not been exceeded.  
The inspector can complete this inspection requirement through 
observation and/or documentation. 
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Observation – Check the label 
on the CNG fuel container. 
The CNG fuel container will 
normally be located in the trunk 
of the vehicle, however, it is 
possible that the CNG fuel 
container could be located 
elsewhere on the vehicle, 
especially if the vehicle is a 
truck. 
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The CNG fuel container label will be located on the CNG fuel tank.  
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Cylinder must be 
removed from 
service after the 
expiration date 
printed on the 
standard label. 

Label may be marked, 
49 CFR 571.304 
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The inspector should review the label information to determine 
what the expiration date of the CNG fuel container tank is and if 
the fuel container tank was manufactured in compliance with 49 
CFR 571.304.  The expiration date will be shown on the label.  
The label will also contain “DOT 49 CFR 571.304”, DOT FMVSS 
304”, or a similar statement or marking that indicates that the 
tank was manufactured in accordance with 49 CFR 571.304. 
If the CNG fuel tank container label is not readily visible, an 
alternative location to check for compliance with 49 CFR 
571.304 and for the expiration date on the CNG fuel container is 
on the fuel receptacle lid. 
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A label will normally be placed on the fuel receptacle lid and will contain 
both the expiration date for the CNG fuel tank container and information 
that confirms that the fuel tank container was manufactured in 
accordance with 49 CFR 571.304. 
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Label location may be found at the following locations: 
 
1. Under the hood. 

 
2. Driver or passenger side door frame. 

 
3. Glove box. 

 
4. Mounted on cylinder. 

 
5. Fuel receptacle lid. 
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DOCUMENTATION 
 
The vehicle owner or operator may provide documentation from 
the original equipment manufacturer of the CNG fuel tank 
container or from a CNG installer or inspector, certified by the 
Texas Railroad Commission, that the expiration date of the CNG 
fuel tank container is not expired and the fuel tank container was 
manufactured in accordance with 49 CFR 571.304.  In this 
situation, the inspector need not visually observe the labels as 
described above, however, the inspector must retain a copy of the 
documentation provided in the Vehicle Inspection Station‘s files 
for a period of one year from the date of the inspection.  



Keeping Texas 
Roadways Safe Texas Department of Public Safety 

The following is an example of the type of information a fleet operator 
should provide: 
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Inspection Procedure: 
 
1. Determine by observation if the CNG Fuel Tank Container 

exceeds the expiration date shown on the container’s label or 
other CNG Fuel System labels attached to the vehicle and if the 
CNG Fuel Tank Container was manufactured in accordance with 
49 CFR 571.304; or 
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2. Review documentation, provided by the vehicle owner or                                   
operator, from the original equipment manufacturer of the  
CNG Fuel Tank Container or from a Texas Railroad  
Commission certified CNG installer or inspector that the 
expiration date of the CNG fuel tank container is not  
expired and the CNG Fuel Tank Container was  
manufactured in accordance with 49 CFR 571.304 (retain  
copy of documentation provided for 1 year in VI Station’s  
files); or 

Inspection Procedure: 
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If the owner or operator states that the vehicle to be inspected 
is a fleet vehicle, review documentation provided by the owner 
or operator that the fleet operator employs a Texas Railroad 
Commission certified installer or inspector for CNG Fuel 
Systems (retain copy of documentation provided for 1 year in 
VI Station’s files). 

Inspection Procedure: 
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Reject Vehicle if: 
  
1. The CNG Fuel Tank Container was not manufactured in 

accordance with 49 CFR 571.304. 
 

2. The CNG Fuel Tank Container has exceeded its expiration date. 
 

3. Compliance with 49 CFR 571.304 cannot be determined through 
observation or documentation. 
 

4. The expiration date of the CNG Fuel Tank Container cannot be 
determined through observation or documentation. 
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Reject Vehicle if: 
  
5. If a fleet operator does not provide documentation that the fleet 
      operator employs a certified installer or inspector for CNG Fuel 
      Systems, unless compliance can be determined by reviewing the   
      CNG labels affixed to the vehicle or from documentation provided     
       by the original equipment manufacturer or from a certified CNG    
       installer or inspector.  
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To ensure that an inspection is 
performed properly and in a timely 

manner, the items of inspection 
should be performed in the 

following order 

Road Test Inside the 
vehicle 

Outside the 
vehicle 

Underneath 
the vehicle 

Under the 
hood 
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Steering 
Lash 

ROAD TEST 
 An Inspector should inspect the following items  

Service 
Brakes 

Parking 
Brake 
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STEERING LASH 

The steering system of the vehicle must be inspected to determine 
if excessive wear and/or maladjustment of the steering linkage 
and/or steering gear exists. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Measure Lash or Free Play 

►With road wheels in straight ahead 
position, turn steering wheel until the 
turning motion can be observed at the 
road wheels. 
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STEERING LASH 

Steering Wheel 
diameter 

14” or less 
16" 
18" 
20” 
22" 

Manual Steering 
System 

2" 
2" 
2” 
2" 

2-3/4" 

Power Steering 
System 

3” 
4” 

4-3/4” 
5” 

5-3/4" 

STEERING LASH 
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STEERING LASH 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Impossible to turn the steering wheel from  right to 

left without binding/jamming. 
►Steering mechanism is not firmly attached and free 

of frame cracks or missing bolts. 
►Modification of the steering system or replaced 

with one that is noticeably smaller than original. 
►On vehicles equipped with flexible couplings, or       

energy-absorbing steering columns 
► Column has been damaged and is in an unsafe condition.   

► Tilt steering wheels must lock into position.   

► Steering wheel must be securely mounted to the steering shaft. 
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SERVICE BRAKES 

A brake system used for retarding, stopping, and controlling the 
vehicle under normal operating conditions. This brake is 
sometimes referred to as “foot brake.” 

Inspection Procedure 

►Road Test 

►At a speed of 20 mph apply service brakes firmly.  

►Observe whether a vehicle comes to a smooth stop within the  
distance prescribed by the "Required Brake Performance.” 

►Road test must be performed in designated brake testing area. 
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SERVICE BRAKES 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Vehicle is not equipped with required service brakes.  

►Conventional Brakes -  less than 2 inches of pedal 
reserve.  

►Power Brakes - less than 1 inch of pedal reserve. 

►There is less than a reserve of 1/3 of the total              
travel distance of the brake actuator. 

►Brake pedal height cannot be maintained                           
for a period of 1 minute. 

►There is metal to metal contact sound, and drum or disk 
is being scored. 
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SERVICE BRAKES 

►The service brakes do not develop the required total braking force 
as determined by machine tests. 

►Brakes do not meet requirements for stopping distances. 

►The brakes are not equalized as determined from        
 road testing or by machine tests of the vehicle. 

►Brake warning lamp or signal is on or comes           
 on during test. 

Remember:  Anti-lock (ABS) lamp or signal which is on 
or comes on during test will not be cause for rejection. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 



Produced by the Department of Public Safety.  Duplication, in part or in whole, of this 
material is expressly prohibited, unless written consent from the Department is given. 

SERVICE BRAKES 
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Required Vehicle Brake Performance 



PARKING BRAKES 
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The parking brakes should be so designed that when once 
applied, it shall remain applied - despite exhaustion of any source 
of energy or leakage of any kind.  

Inspection Procedure 

►Inspect all 1960 and newer vehicles.  

►Place the transmission in gear, the 
parking brake should be held down with 
the foot and the engine accelerated 
enough to determine if it holds the vehicle 
in place. 



PARKING BRAKES 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Motor vehicle is not equipped with a parking brake. 

►Operating mechanism, when fully applied, does      
not hold the vehicle. 

►Actuating mechanism is not fully released            
when the release control is operated. 

►Any mechanical parts are missing, broken,  
    badly worn, or not operating properly. 

►Pull cables are badly worn, stretched, frayed,  
    or not operating freely. 

►Parking brake will not hold. 
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How do you check 

►STEERING    
►SERVICE BRAKE       
►PARKING BRAKE 
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INSIDE THE VEHICLE 
 An Inspector should inspect the following items  

Mirror 

High Beam 
Indicator 

Turn 
Signals 

Windshield 
Wipers 

Seat Belts 

Horn 



HORN 
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Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a horn in good working 
order and capable of emitting a sound audible for a distance of 
200 feet or more. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Sound horn. 

►Check actuating device. 

►Examine wiring/mounting. 



HORN 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Vehicle is not equipped with a horn. 

►Horn or horn switch is not securely fastened. 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or 
shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor connections. 

►Horn switch not readily accessible to vehicle 
operator. 

►Horn is actuated by grounding two naked wires 
or similar method. 



HORN 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Sound is not audible under normal conditions for 200 feet. 

►Horn emits an unusually loud or harsh sound  or whistle. 

►Operation of the horn interferes with the  
    operation of any other circuit. 
►Horn switch missing or inoperative 



WIPERS 
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Every motor vehicle with a windshield must be equipped with a 
windshield wiper or wipers adequate for cleaning rain, snow, or other 
moisture from the windshield; in good working order; and constructed 
so as to permit operation and control by the driver of the vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 
►Inspect for proper operation of wiper 

controls. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Wiper controls are not operating properly or 
are located beyond the driver’s reach. 



MIRROR 
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Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a mirror so located as to 
reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance of at least 200 
feet to the rear of such motor vehicle. 
 

Inspection Procedure 

Only ONE mirror is required 

►Exterior Mirror 

►Interior Mirror 



MIRROR 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Mirror does not provide the driver with a clear 
view to the rear of 200 feet. 

►Vehicle is not equipped with at least one mirror. 

►Mirror offers unsafe interference with driver's 
forward vision. 

►Reflective surface of mirror is cracked, broken, 
peeled, tarnished, or has sharp edges. 

►Mirror is not mounted securely to prevent swing 
or excessive vibration unless the vehicle is 
equipped with another mirror which meets 
requirements. 



SEATBELTS 
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Front seat belts are required on every motor vehicle in which front 
seat belt anchorages were a part of the manufacturer’s original 
equipment on the vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 



SEATBELTS 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

► Front lap seat belts are required and not present. 

► Seat belt webbing is frayed, split, or torn. 

► Belt anchorage or attachment fittings are loose, badly 
corroded,  missing, or not fastened to belt. 

► Belt buckles loose or inoperative. 

► All seat belt anchor bolts are not securely fastened to 
floor or are missing. 

► Pelvic restraint is not present. 

► Seat belt will not adjust to allow proper fit. 



TURN SIGNALS 
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Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with electrical turn signal 
lamps, except that passenger cars and trucks less than 80 inches 
in width and manufactured or assembled prior to the model year 
1960 need not be equipped with electrical turn signal lamps. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Inspect for proper operation of turn signal 
switch. 

►Visual check of indicator light 



TURN SIGNALS 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or 
shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 

►Switch is not convenient to driver 

►Indicator light does not operate. 

Remember:  Selector switch must lock in proper 
turn position when applied but need not cancel 
automatically. 



HIGH BEAM INDICATOR 
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Shall be equipped with a beam indicator which shall be lighted 
whenever the uppermost distribution of light from the head lamp is 
in use, and shall not be otherwise lighted. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually 
►Required on 1948 and newer. 
►Any color 



HIGH BEAM INDICATOR 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Vehicle not equipped with a beam indicator. 

►Improper switching indication. 

►Produces glaring light. 

►Inoperative for any reason. 
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How do you check 

►Horn 
►Seatbelts 
►Mirror 

 

►Turn Signals 
►Wiper Controls 
►Beam Indicator 
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OUTSIDE THE VEHICLE 
 An Inspector should inspect the following items  

Window 
Tint 

Tires 

Wheels 

Tail Lights Turn Signals 

Windshield 
Tint 

Brake Lights 

Head Lights 

Windshield 
Wipers 

Gas Cap 

Rear 
Reflectors 

License 
Plate Lamp 



WINDOW TINT 
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Inspect all vehicles that have window coating, tinting, or sun 
screening applied to the windows. 

Inspection Procedure 

► Inspect windows to the left 
and right of the driver, 



WINDOW TINT 
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WINDOW TINT 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

Glass coating or sun screening devices on windows: 
►Windows immediately to the right and left of the 

driver, which open, have less than 25%  light 
transmittance. 

In any area of the front side windows: 
►Test with approved Tint Meter.   
►Check calibration before rejecting vehicle. 



WINDOW TINT 
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EXEMPTIONS 

This inspection procedure does not apply to  

► A vehicle that is used to transport passengers for a fee, I.e., Taxi, 
Limousine, etc. 

► A vehicle that is maintained by a law enforcement agency and 
used for law enforcement purposes. 

► Those individual drivers or passengers that present a written 
medical permit and/or a letter of medical exemption from the 
Department of Public Safety are exempt from the inspection 
requirements of sun screening devices. 

It is not a violation to sell or offer for sale a vehicle with uncertified window film. 



WINDSHIELD TINT 
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Inspect all vehicles that have window coating, tinting, or sun 
screening applied to the windshield. 

Inspection Procedure 

► Visually inspect windshield. 

http://i287.photobucket.com/albums/ll124/deeprubyred07/latest%207-30-09/IMG_0775.jpg


WINDSHIELD TINT 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

Glass coating or sun screening devices on windshields 
1) Extends downward beyond the AS-1 line or more    

 than 5 inches from the top of windshield.  
2) Is red, amber, or blue in color or reflective. 



WIPERS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 

Every motor vehicle with a windshield must be equipped with a 
windshield wiper or wipers adequate for cleaning rain, snow, or other 
moisture from the windshield; in good working order; and constructed 
so as to permit operation and control by the driver of the vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 
►Inspect for proper contact of blades with 

windshield.   
►Raise arm away from windshield and 

release.   
►Arm should return to original position and 

wiper blade should contact the windshield 
firmly. 



WIPERS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Any part of the rubber element is torn loose from the metal 
backing or blade base. 

►Metal parts come in contact with the windshield. 

►Wiper is incapable of adequately cleaning             
the windshield. 

►Wiper blades are not making proper      
contact with windshield. 

REJECT IF 



WIPERS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Vehicle is not equipped with the proper 
number of wipers. 

►Wiper is inoperative, does not operate 
freely, or is improperly adjusted. 

►Wiper blades have damaged, hardened, 
or badly worn rubber elements. 

►The rubber that contacts the windshield 
is torn more than 1 inch on one end or is 
torn a total of 1 inch on both ends. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with at least two head 
lamps, at least one on each side of the front of the motor vehicle 

Inspection Procedure 

►Clean head lamp lenses, if necessary. 

►Check for burned out head lamp and 
proper beam switching. 

►Check operation and condition. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Lamp/assembly is not securely fastened. 

►Lamp is improperly connected and does not       
 light the proper filament for different switch   
 positions. 

►Lamp lens is cracked, broken, discolored, or   
 missing. 

►Lamp does not meet Department standards. 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or      
 shows any evidence of burning, short         
 circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Lamp lens is rotated, upside down, canted, or is 

marked "Right," "Left," #1 or #2 and not 
appropriately installed. 

►Lamp fails to function properly in any manner. 

►Lamp has dirt or any contamination or 
discoloration inside or moisture. 

►Lamp switch or dimmer switch does not operate 
properly and is not convenient to the driver. 

►Foreign material placed on head lamp lens, such 
as shields, half of lens, paint, tape, etc., that 
interferes with the light beam of the lamp. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Vehicle is not equipped with head lamps 
as required (appropriate # and type). 

►Lamp can be moved easily by hand, due 
to a broken fender or loose support. 

►Lamp is missing. 

►Lens is other than clear (white). 

►Any filament in head lamps fails to burn. 

►Wiring is dangling or connections are 
loose. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

► A good ground is not made by the lamp mounting. 
► Lamp is mounted on vehicle more than or less than 

prescribed mounting heights. (24” to 54”) 
► Head lamp is covered by any lens or cover located in 

front of the head lamp which is any shade or color other 
than clear. 

► There is physical damage that would obviously cause a 
headlight beam to fail to illuminate the roadway ahead 
of the vehicle sufficiently. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses cannot be repaired with repair tape or repair kit. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

► Grille guards or brush guards found on some Sport Utility 
Vehicles are not cause for rejection. 

► The Philips Lighting Company manufactures a black 
sealed beam headlamp that has been approved by the 
Department.  This light appears black when not in use, but 
does emit a white light meeting DOT requirements.  Be 
sure to check for markings on the lens indicating Philips 
Halogen DOT. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

► Some new vehicles are coming equipped 
from the factory with headlamps that appear 
to be emitting a bluish color.  These original 
equipment manufacturer headlamps meet 
DOT requirements. 

► There are some after market headlamp bulbs 
that appear to emit a bluer light than OEM 
headlamps.  To ensure that the bulb is DOT 
approved, check for “DOT APPROVED” 
stamped on the bulb. 



TURN SIGNAL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Turn signal lamps shall indicate an intention to turn by flashing 
lamps showing to the front and rear of a vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 
On 1960 and newer 
Check for both 

►Turn signal lamps 
►Switch  

Check operation and condition visually 



TURN SIGNAL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

Signal shows any color other than 

Red or Amber to the Rear White or Amber to the Front 



TURN SIGNAL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Lamps are required and not present. 

►Device is not securely mounted or properly located 
on the vehicle. 

►Device is not of a type meeting Department 
standards. 

►Lamp lens is discolored or missing. 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or shows 
any evidence of burning, short circuiting, or poor 
electrical connections. 



TURN SIGNAL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Signal does not flash or is not operating properly. 

►Signal is not clearly visible to the front and to the rear 
of the vehicle. 

►Lens is cracked or broken to the extent that a portion 
of the lens is missing and/or separated permitting 
light from the bulb to emit through the crack/break. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses cannot be repaired with repair tape or repair kit. 



TAIL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every tail lamp upon every vehicle shall be located at a height of 
not more than 72 inches or less than 15 inches.  
 Note:  All measurements are taken from the center of the lamp to the level ground. 

Tail lamps are used ONLY to designate the rear of a vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually 

►1959/older - 1 Required  

►1960/newer - 2 Required 

►No Clear lenses or “Blue Dots” 



TAIL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Required lamp or lamps are not present. 

►Lamp is not securely mounted to vehicle. 

►Lamp does not completely emit a red light 
plainly visible 1,000 feet to the rear. 

►Lamp lens is painted, missing, discolored, or 
does not fit properly. 

►Wiring or electrical connections are poor. 

►Lamp is not wired so as to be lighted when 
head lamps or auxiliary driving lamps are 
lighted. 



TAIL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Lamp is obstructed by any part of the body. 

►Lamp lens is not red color. 

►Lamps are not mounted on the same level  
    and as widely spaced laterally as practicable. 

►Lamps are not mounted on rear of vehicle. 

►Lens is cracked/broken to the extent that a portion 
of the lens is missing and/or separated, permitting 
light from the bulb to emit through the crack/break. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses cannot be repaired with repair tape or repair kit. 



STOP LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

A stop lamp must emit a red or amber light, or any shade of color 
between red and amber, and be visible from a distance of not less 
than 300 feet to the rear in normal sunlight. 

►Check operation and condition visually 

►1959/older - 1 Required  

►1960/newer - 2 Required 

►Height Requirement: Not more than 
72” nor less than 15” 

Inspection Procedure 



STOP LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Required lamp or lamps are not present. 

►Lamp is not securely mounted to the vehicle. 

►Lamp does not emit a red or amber light which 
is actuated on application of the service (foot) 
brake. 

►Lamp is not visible from a minimum distance of 
300 feet to the rear of the vehicle. 

►Lamp lens is painted, missing, discolored, or 
does not fit properly. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 



STOP LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Wiring or electrical connections are poor. 

►Lamp projects a glaring or a dazzling light. 

►Lamp is not mounted on rear of vehicle.  

►Lens is cracked/broken to the extent that a 
portion of the lens is missing and/or separated, 
permitting light from the bulb to emit through 
the crack/break. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses cannot be repaired with repair tape or repair kit. 



REAR REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

► Reflectors on a vehicle shall reflect a red color. 

► 2 reflectors are required on all vehicles. 

► Mounted at a height of not less than 15 inches nor more than 60 
inches from the center of reflector to the level ground. 

Inspection Procedure 

Check condition and mounting. 



REAR REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Reflector is not present. 

►Reflector is not of red color. 

►Reflector is not properly and/or securely 
mounted to the vehicle. 

►Reflector is cracked to the extent that the 
reflecting ability is impaired. 

►Reflector is discolored, deteriorated, or painted. 

►Visibility distance is not as required. 

►Requirements shown on lighting diagram are not 
met. 



LICENSE PLATE LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and 
placed as to illuminate with a white light the rear registration plate and 
render it clearly legible for a distance of 50 feet to the rear. 

Inspection Procedure 

► Check operation and condition visually. 

► Only one lamp is required. 



LICENSE PLATE LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Lamp is not present. 

►Lamp is not securely mounted to the 
vehicle. 

►Lamp is not placed to illuminate with a 
white light the rear registration plate. 

►Lamp emits a glaring light to the rear. 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or 
shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 



LICENSE PLATE LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Lamp is not wired so as to be lighted 
when head lamps or auxiliary driving 
lamps are lighted. 

►Lens is cracked/broken to the extent 
that a portion of the lens is missing 
and/or separated, permitting light from 
the bulb to emit through the 
crack/break. 



TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

No tire shall be passed unless it meets the visual 
and tread depth requirements. 

Tires should be inspected visually and the tread should be measured 
with a tread depth gauge calibrated in 32nds of an inch if it does not 
have tread wear indicators. 

Inspection of the spare tire is not required.  All tires must appear to be 
properly inflated - even though a gauge check is not required. 

Dragster tires or racing slicks without sufficient tread or which have 
had all tread removed are not acceptable. 



TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Tire with a localized worn spot that 
exposes the ply or cord through the tread. 

►Any tire with tread or sidewall cracks, cuts, 
or snags in excess of 1 inch 

►Any tire which has any visible bumps, 
bulges, or knots. 

►Any tire which has been regrooved or 
recut below the original groove depth. 

►Any dual wheel assembly where the side 
of one tire is in contact with the other. 



TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Tire that is marked "Not for Highway Use," 
"Farm Use Only," "For Racing Purposes 
Only," or other use restrictions. 

►Tire which has been repaired by the use of 
blowout patches and boots. 

►Any tire without tread wear indicators worn 
so that less than 2/32 of an inch of tread 
design depth remains. 

►The tread wear indicators contact the road 
in any two adjacent major grooves in the 
center or middle of the tire. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 



MUD FLAPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

Required on Trucks/Light Trucks If rearmost axle or (combination) 
has 4 tires or more. 

► Safety guards or flaps shall be located 
 and suspended behind the rearmost wheels  

► Safety guards or flaps shall be at least as 
 wide as the tires they are protecting. 

► Check for presence and condition. 



MUD FLAPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Safety guard or flap is not present. 

►Safety guard or flap is not securely mounted. 

►Safety guard or flap is not as wide as the tire 
that it is protecting. 

►Safety guard or flap is split or torn to the 
extent  that it is ineffective. 

►The bottom edge of safety guard or flap is 
more  than (12) inches from the roadway. 

►Substantial material 

►Exceptions:  Truck tractors, motor homes, 
buses, pole trailers. 



WHEELS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

The inspection of all wheels and rims will be visual.  Spare wheels 
and rims will not be inspected. 
 

Inspection Procedure 

► Examine visually 

► Wheel covers or hubcaps may be removed 
from the vehicle if the certified inspector 
has probable cause or reason to believe 
that wheel or rim defects exist. 



WHEELS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Loose, missing, or damaged wheel 
studs, bolts, nuts, or lugs. 

►Any part of the wheel is bent, cracked, 
rewelded, or damaged. 

►Wheel nuts, studs, and clamps are 
loose, broken, missing, or mismatched. 

►Rims and rings which are mismatched, 
bent, sprung, or otherwise damaged. 



WHEELS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Disc wheels with elongated bolts, holes, 
or cracks between hand holes or stud 
holes, or both. 

►Cast wheels with cracks, evidence of 
wear in the clamp area, or both. 

►Rims have defects or cracks. 

►Any wheel cannot be securely fastened to 
the hub of the vehicle. 



GAS CAP TEST 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every gasoline powered vehicle from 2-24 model years old will be 
checked to determine if the gas cap is missing or defective. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Conduct daily calibration check of gas cap testing 
device. 

►Check for presence. 

►Check for correct type of gas cap(s). 

►Remove gas cap(s) and test using an approved 
testing device.  

►Any gas cap(s) failing the initial test will be tested a 
second time to verify failure. 



GAS CAP TEST 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

EXEMPTIONS 

►Antique vehicles. 

►Slow-moving vehicles. 

►Motorcycles. 

►Vehicles operated exclusively by a 
fuel other than gasoline. 

►Vehicles newer than 2 years old and 
older than 24 years old. 



GAS CAP TEST 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Vehicle not equipped with required gas cap(s). 
 

►Vehicle not equipped with proper type gas cap(s). 
 

►Gas cap(s) fails both tests. 
 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
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How do you check 

►Window Tint 

►Brake Lamps 

►Rear Reflectors 

►Windshield Wiper 
 
 
 
 

►Wheels 

►Windshield Tint 

►Head Lamps 

►License Plate Lamp 

►Tires 

►Tail Lamps 

►Turn Signals 

►Gas Cap 
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These additional items will be 
inspected if the vehicle is 80” or more 

in overall width. 
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CLEARANCE LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

► Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the vehicle as to indicate 
 the extreme height and width of the vehicle. 

► Front clearance lamps (2) - amber color. 

► Rear clearance lamps (2) - red color. 

Inspection Procedure 

Note:  May be in combination with Side Marker Lamps. 

►A crack is defined as any break, separation, or missing part that 
permits light from the bulb to emit through the crack or break. 

►Check operation and condition. 



CLEARANCE LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Lamps are not present. 
►Lamps are not securely mounted and properly located. 
►Lamps do not emit required color; lens or bulb painted. 
►Visibility requirements are not met. 
►Lenses are discolored, or missing. 
►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or shows any 

evidence of burning, short circuiting, or poor electrical 
connections. 

►Lens is cracked or broken. 



SIDE MARKER LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually 

Note:  May be in combination with Clearance Lamps. 

►Side marker lamps shall be mounted on the vehicle as to indicate 
the length of the vehicle. 

►Front side marker lamps (2) - amber color. 

►Rear side marker lamps (2) - red color. 



SIDE MARKER LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Lamps are not present. 

►Lamps are not securely mounted and properly located. 

►Lamps do not emit required color; lens or bulb painted. 

►Visibility requirements are not met. 

►Lenses are discolored, or missing. 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or shows any evidence of 
burning, short circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 

►Lens is cracked or broken. 



SIDE REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check condition & mounting. 

►Front side reflectors (2) - amber color. 

►Rear side reflectors (2) - red color. 

Note:  May be in combination with Lamps. 



SIDE REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Reflectors are not present. 

►Reflectors are not of the required color for the location on the vehicle. 

►Reflectors are not properly and/or securely mounted to the vehicle. 

►Reflector is cracked to the extent that the reflecting ability is impaired. 

►Reflectors are discolored, deteriorated, or painted. 

►Requirements shown on lighting diagram are not met. 

►Visibility distance is not as required. 



MUD FLAPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

Required on Trucks/Light Trucks If rearmost axle or (combination) 
has 4 tires or more. 

► Safety guards or flaps shall be located 
 and suspended behind the rearmost wheels  

► Safety guards or flaps shall be at least as 
 wide as the tires they are protecting. 

► Check for presence and condition. 



MUD FLAPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Safety guard or flap is not present. 

►Safety guard or flap is not securely mounted. 

►Safety guard or flap is not as wide as the tire 
that it is protecting. 

►Safety guard or flap is split or torn to the 
extent  that it is ineffective. 

►The bottom edge of safety guard or flap is 
more  than (12) inches from the roadway. 

►Substantial material 

►Exceptions:  Truck tractors, motor homes, 
buses, pole trailers. 
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How do you check 

►Clearance Lamps 

►Side Marker Lamps 

►Side Reflectors 

► Mud Flaps 
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UNDER THE VEHICLE 
 An Inspector should inspect the following items  

Exhaust 
System 

Parking 
Brake Brakes 



BRAKES  

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Examine Visually 



BRAKES 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►There is visible leakage or audible seepage    
 in the service brake system. 

►Brake operating levers or control cables do not 
operate freely, improperly positioned, or misaligned. 

►Any part of the brake system has been removed, 
disconnected, rendered inoperative. 

►Hoses or cables are restricted, abraded,   
 crimped, cracked, leaking, frayed, or broken. 

►Brake rods or mechanical parts are missing, broken, 
badly worn, or misaligned. 



EXHAUST SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

The exhaust system includes the manifolds, gaskets, exhaust 
lines, mufflers, resonators, tail piping, and supporting hardware. 

Inspection Procedure 

►The exhaust system shall be examined visually  
    while the engine is running. 

►The catalytic converter will be considered as a part of the 
exhaust system on all vehicles prior to 1984 year model 
and will be inspected only visually (if present) for leakage.   

►On 1984 and later model light truck and passenger 
vehicles, the catalytic converter will be checked for 
presence and leakage.  



EXHAUST SYSTEM 
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Note:  Some pickups are equipped with a 
camper or hard shell cover and are sometimes 
used for the transportation of passengers.  The 
tail pipe should discharge the exhaust at the 
rear or sides.  This truck modification will be 
considered as a passenger compartment. 



EXHAUST SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Vehicle is not equipped with a muffler. 

►Any joint is loose or leaking, including manifolds.  

►Manifold is cracked or broken causing leakage. 

►Holes, leaking seams, or patches on the muffler, 
resonators, exhaust pipe, tailpipe, or catalytic converter. 

►Exhaust system is not secured to the vehicle by 
mounting brackets designed for exhaust systems. 

►Any brackets are loose, broken, or missing. 

►There is excessive vibration of exhaust line. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 



EXHAUST SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Any part of the exhaust system passes 
through the passenger compartment. 

►The tailpipe is broken, pinched, or eroded off 
to the extent to allow exhaust fumes to 
penetrate into the interior of the passenger 
compartment. 

►The tailpipe fails to discharge exhaust from 
the rear or sides or top of the passenger 
compartment of the vehicle. 

NOTE:  Holes in the exhaust system made by the manufacturer for drainage are not 
cause for rejection.  
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How do you check 

►Service Brakes 

►Parking Brake 

►Exhaust System 
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UNDER THE HOOD 
 An Inspector should inspect the following items  

Power 
Steering 

Emissions 
System Horn Master 

Cylinder 



EMISSIONS SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

The exhaust emission system was installed by manufacturers 
beginning with model year 1968. 

EMISSIONS SYSTEM COMPONENTS 

- Catalytic Converter (1984 AND NEW MODELS) 

- Positive Crankcase Ventilation System 

- Exhaust Gas Recirculation System 

- Evaporative Emission System 

- Thermostatic Air Cleaner 

- Air Injection System 



EMISSIONS SYSTEM 
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►The exhaust emission system has been removed. 

►The exhaust emission system has been 
    disconnected. 

►The plumbing or hoses are loose, broken, 
    leaking, or improperly routed. 

►Air pump belt is loose, removed, excessively 
    cracked, frayed or has pieces missing. 

►The exhaust emission system has been altered in any 
manner to make it ineffective. 

►The catalytic converter has been removed, leaking, or 
disconnected on a 1984 or later model vehicle. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 



POWER STEERING 
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Inspection Procedure 
►Examine Visually 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Excessively worn/broken parts in the steering 

system. 
►Visible leaks in power steering unit or hoses. 
►Power steering belt is excessively cracked, 

frayed, or has pieces missing or tension is not 
adequate.   

►Serpentine belts are not to be rejected merely for 
cracks in the ribs. 

►Fluid in power steering unit is below 
recommended level. 



MASTER CYLINDER 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Examine Visually 

Fluid level in the master cylinder is more than 
1 inch below the top of reservoir or below 
manufacturer's suggested level. 
 
Remember:  It is imperative that brake system 
reservoir cover and the surrounding area be 
thoroughly cleaned before cover is removed 
for inspection to assure that NO DIRT OR 
WATER is mixed with the brake fluid. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
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Roadways Safe Texas Department of Public Safety 

Produced by the Department of Public Safety.  Duplication, in part or in whole, of this 
material is expressly prohibited, unless written consent from the Department is given. 

How do you check 
►Emissions System 

►Power Steering 

►Horn 

►Master Cylinder 
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Vehicle Inspection Criteria 

Buses & School Buses 

Produced by the Department of Public Safety.  Duplication, in part or in whole, of this 
material is expressly prohibited, unless written consent from the Department is given. 



25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

An Inspector should inspect the following items  
on all BUSES 

Horn 
Windshield Wipers 
Mirror 
Steering 
Seat Belts (driver only) 
Parking Brakes 
Tires 
Wheel Assembly 

Exhaust System 
Exhaust Emission System 
Beam Indicator 
Tail Lamps (2) 
Stop Lamps (2) 
License Plate Lamp (1) 
Rear Red Reflectors (2) 
Turn Signal Lamps 

Clearance Lamps 
Side Marker Lamps 
Side Reflectors 
Head Lamps (2) 
VIN 
Financial 
Responsibility 
 



25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspect these additional items of inspection on  
all SCHOOL BUSES 

Red Warning Lamps  

Signs 

Fire Extinguisher 

Exterior Crossover (Convex) Mirror 

Gas caps on vehicles 2-24 model years old 



25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REMEMBER 

All items, not specifically mentioned, 
should be inspected according to the 
procedures discussed in the “Safety” 
portion of the training curriculum.  



RED WARNING LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

These lamps are intended to identify a vehicle as a school bus and 
to inform other users of the highway that such vehicle is stopped 
on the highway to take on or discharge schoolchildren. 

Inspection Procedure 

► RED signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced 
laterally as practicable; 

► Two (2) alternately flashing RED lights located at the same 
level to the FRONT and to the REAR; 

► Lights should have sufficient intensity to be visible at 500 ft. in 
normal sunlight. 



RED WARNING LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT & REJECT IF: 

► School bus RED signal 
lamps are not present, 
properly working, and 
in good condition. 

NOTE:  Some school buses may be equipped with 8 warning signal lamps, 4 red and 4 amber, 
working in an automatic integrated system.  This system of alternately flashing warning lamps will 
be accepted provided it has 2 red lamps on the front and 2 red lamps on the rear.  



SIGNS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Signs on the front and on the rear of the vehicle showing the 
words “SCHOOL BUS” in plainly readable letters not less than 8 
inches in height. 

INSPECT & REJECT IF 

► Signs are not present, 
readable, and of 
proper height. 



FIRE EXTINGUISHER 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

At least one quart of chemical-type fire extinguisher in good 
condition and conveniently located for immediate use. 

INSPECT & REJECT IF 

► Fire extinguisher is not of required 
capacity, proper type, or in good 
condition and properly located. 



EXTERIOR CROSSOVER 
MIRROR 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

► One or more exterior (crossover) 
mirror of convex design mounted 
at or near the front of the school 
bus and adjustable to give the 
driver, at all times when seated in 
the driver’s seat, a clear view of 
the ground or roadway 
immediately ahead of the front 
bumper and beside the front 
wheels of the school bus.   
 

► Crossover mirror(s) is required on 
all school buses no matter how 
the design of the bus. 



EXTERIOR CROSSOVER 
MIRROR 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT & REJECT IF 

► Crossover mirror mounting is loose 
or will not adjust to different 
positions or will not hold firm after 
adjustment. 

► Crossover mirror offers unsafe 
interference with driver’s forward 
vision or hides either front turn 
signal from view of oncoming driver. 

► Crossover mirror’s reflective surface 
is cracked, broken, peeled, or 
tarnished, or has sharp edges. 
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How do you check 
►Red Warning Lamps  

►Signs 

►Fire Extinguisher 

►Exterior Crossover (Convex) Mirror 

►Gas caps  
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Vehicle Inspection Criteria 
 Motorcycles, Motor-Driven  

Cycles & Mopeds 
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An Inspector should inspect the following items for 
 MOTORCYCLES & MOTOR DRIVEN CYCLES 

Horn 

Brakes System 

Exhaust System 

License Plate Lamp 

Motor, Serial, or VIN 

Financial Responsibility 

Steering   

Wheel Assembly  

Stop Lamp (1)  

Head Lamp (1) 

Mirror   

Tires 

Tail Lamp (1) 

Rear Reflector (1) 
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An Inspector should inspect the following items for 
 MOPEDS 

Brakes System 

Tail Lamp (1) 

Financial Responsibility 

Rear Reflector (1) 

 

Head Lamp (1) 



Keeping Texas 
Roadways Safe Texas Department of Public Safety 

12 345 65879254 

Verify financial 
responsibility before 
proceeding with any 
inspection.  Check for 
the following: 
• Insured’s name 
• Policy Number 
• Make of vehicle 
• Model of vehicle 
• Effective date 
• Expiration date 
And that the policy 
meets minimum liability 
requirements.  



VIN 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

   Make a physical check of the motor block, frame, or body part 
where VIN is located and record it on the inspection station 
report.  

►Enter “NONE” if the vehicle does not have a VIN. 

►Enter “OBS” if the VIN is obstructed. 



HORN 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Sound horn. 

►Check actuating device. 

►Examine wiring/mounting. 



MIRROR 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Shall be equipped with a 
mirror so located as to reflect 
to the driver a view of the 
highway for a distance of at 
least 200 feet to the rear. 



STEERING 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 
 
Measure Lash or Free Play  
►With road wheels in straight 

ahead position, turn steering 
wheel until the turning motion 
can be observed at the road 
wheels. 



BRAKE SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Motorcycles shall be provided with 
adequate brakes on all wheels.   

►Sidecars are not required to have 
brakes.  

►Motor-driven cycles and mopeds 
are required to have brakes on at 
least the rear wheel. 



BRAKE SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Upon application of the service brake pedal or control, brakes shall 
be capable of stopping from a speed of 20 miles per hour in not 
more than 30 feet. 

30 Ft. 

Inspection Procedure 

A motorcycle/motor-driven cycle/moped may be driven by owner/operator with 
inspector observing the braking performance. 



TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 
 
►Tires should be inspected visually 

and the tread should be measured 
with a tread depth gauge calibrated in 
32nds of an inch if it does not have 
tread wear indicators. 



WHEEL ASSEMBLY 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

► Examine Visually 
 

INSPECT & REJECT IF 
►  Any spokes are bent, loose,  
    broken, or missing. 
 



EXHAUST SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►The exhaust system shall be examined visually while the 
engine is running to determine efficiency of the system. 



TAIL LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition 
visually. 

►At least one tail lamp is required. 

►Every tail lamp shall be located at a height 
of not more than 72 inches nor less than 
20 inches. 



STOP LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually. 

►At least one stop lamp is required. 

►Must emit a red or amber light, or any shade 
of color between red and amber, and be 
visible from not less than 300 feet to the 
rear in normal sunlight. 



LICENSE PLATE LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually. 

►Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall 
be so constructed and placed as to 
illuminate, with a white light, the rear 
registration plate and render it clearly 
legible for a distance of 50 feet to the 
rear.  



REAR RED REFLECTOR 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check condition & mounting 

►At least one red reflector mounted at the 
rear. 

►Mounted at a height of not less than 15 
inches nor more than 60 inches from the 
center of reflector to the level ground.  



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Shall be equipped with at least one and not more than two head 
lamps. 

►Shall be located at a height of not more than 54 inches nor less 
than 24 inches to be measured from the center of lamp to the 
level ground  

►Motorcycles sold after 01/01/1948 must be equipped with 
multiple beam head lamps. 

►Single beam head lamps will be permitted 
    on vehicles sold new prior to  
    January 1, 1948, and on all motor-driven 
    cycles and mopeds). 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, or composite 
beam, so aimed and of such intensity as to reveal persons  and 
vehicles at a distance of at least 300 feet. 

300 Ft. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►There shall be an lowermost distribution of light, or composite 
beam, so aimed and of sufficient intensity as to reveal persons  
and vehicles at a distance of at least 150 feet. 

Inspection Procedure 
►Check operation and condition. 

150 Ft. 
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How do you check 
►Horn 

►Brakes System 

►Exhaust System 

►License Plate 
Lamp 

►Financial Responsibility 

►Steering   

►Wheel Assembly  

►Stop Lamp (1)  

►Head Lamp (1) 

►Mirror   

►Tires 

►Tail Lamp (1) 

►Rear Reflector (1) 

►Motor, Serial, or VIN 



Keeping Texas 
Roadways Safe Texas Department of Public Safety 

Produced by the Department of Public Safety.  Duplication, in part or in whole, of this 
material is expressly prohibited, unless written consent from the Department is given. Produced by the Department of Public Safety.  Duplication, in part or in whole, of this 
material is expressly prohibited, unless written consent from the Department is given. 

Vehicle Inspection Criteria 
 Trailers, Semitrailers, Pole Trailers 

or Motor Homes  
Exceeding 4,500 lbs. gvw 



Keeping Texas 
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An Inspector should inspect the following items for Trailers, Semitrailers, 
Pole Trailers or Motor Homes exceeding 4,500 lbs. 

Financial Responsibility 
on towing vehicle 

Brakes System 
Tires 
Wheel Assembly 
Safety Guards or Flaps  

Tail Lamps  
Stop Lamps 
License Plate Lamp 
Rear Red Reflectors 
Turn Signal Lamps 
 Clearance Lamps 

Remember:  Any Trailer, 
Semitrailer, Pole Trailer or 
Mobile Homes under 4,500 
pounds is not required to 
have an annual inspection. 

Side Marker Lamps 
Side Reflectors 
Serial or VIN 



VIN 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

   Make a physical check of the motor block, frame, or body part 
where VIN is located and record it on the inspection station 
report.  

►Enter “NONE” if the vehicle does not have a VIN. 

►Enter “OBS” if the VIN is obstructed. 



Brake System 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

    If gross weight is greater than 4,500 pounds you must 
check the brake system.  

Inspection Procedure 

►Check to ensure that the combination vehicle stops within the 
required stopping distance. 

40 Ft 



TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

► Inspect as described within the “Safety Inspection” curriculum. 

Inspection Procedure 

► Inspect as described within the “Safety Inspection” curriculum. 

WHEEL ASSEMBLY 

Inspection Procedure 

► Check for presence and condition. 

SAFETY GUARDS OR FLAPS 



LICENSE PLATE LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and 
condition visually. 

►Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and 
placed as to illuminate with a white light the rear registration plate 
and render it clearly legible for a distance of 50 feet to the rear.   

►Any such lamp shall be so wired as to be lighted when the head 
lamps or auxiliary driving lamps are lighted. 
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Requirements for 
Lamps & Reflectors  



TAIL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually. 

   Shall be equipped with at least two (2) tail lamps mounted on 
the rear which, when lighted, shall emit a red light plainly visible 
from a distance of 1,000 feet to the rear. 



STOP LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Shall be equipped with at least two (2) stop lamps. 
►A stop lamp must emit a red or amber light, or any shade of color 

between red and amber, and be visible from a distance of not less 
than 300 feet to the rear in normal sunlight.   

►The stop lamp shall be actuated upon application of the service 
(foot) brake and which may, but need not, be incorporated with one 
or more other rear lamps. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually. 



REAR RED REFLECTOR 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Rear reflectors on a vehicle shall reflect a red color. 
►Red reflectors required on the rear of a vehicle may be 

incorporated with the tail lamp assembly or may be 
suspended on straps of not more than 6 inches in length. 

►Required rear reflectors shall be mounted with one on 
each side of the center of the vehicle. 

►Rear reflectors on pole trailers may be mounted on each 
side of the bolster or load. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check the condition and mounting. 



TURN SIGNALS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Shall be equipped with electrical turn signal lamps. 
►Must be visible to the front and to the rear.  
►When signaling, shall emit a red or amber light or any shade of 

color between red and amber 

Inspection Procedure 
►Check operation and condition visually. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses cannot be repaired with repair tape or repair kit. 



CLEARANCE LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Shall be mounted on the permanent structure of the vehicle in such 
a manner as to indicate the extreme height and width of the vehicle.  

►Clearance lamps and side marker lamps may be mounted in 
combinations, provided illumination is given as required by law. 

►Clearance lamps shall be visible under normal atmospheric 
conditions at a distance between 500 feet and 50 feet from the 
vehicle on which mounted. 

Inspection Procedure 

►A crack is defined as any break, separation, 
or missing part that permits light from the 
bulb to emit through the crack or break. 

►Check operation and condition. 



CLEARANCE LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Lamps are not present. 
►Lamps are not securely mounted and properly located. 
►Lamps do not emit required color; lens or bulb painted. 
►Visibility requirements are not met. 
►Lenses are discolored, or missing. 
►Wiring insulation that is damaged, lead to short circuiting, or poor 

electrical connections. 
►Lens is cracked or broken to the extent that a portion of the lens 

is missing and/or separated, permitting light from the bulb to emit 
through the crack or break. 



SIDE MARKER LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Shall be mounted on the permanent structure of the vehicle in 
such a manner as to indicate the length of the vehicle. 

►Side marker lamps and clearance lamps may be mounted in 
combination, provided illumination is given as required by law. 

►Side marker lamps shall be visible under normal atmospheric 
conditions at a distance between 500 feet and 50 feet from the 
vehicle on which mounted. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and 
condition visually. 



SIDE MARKER LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Lamps are not present. 
►Lamps are not securely mounted and properly located. 
►Lamps do not emit required color; lens or bulb painted. 
►Visibility requirements are not met. 
►Lenses are discolored or missing. 
►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or shows any evidence of 

burning, short circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 
►Lens is cracked or broken to the extent that a portion of the lens 

is missing and/or separated, permitting light from the bulb to emit 
through the crack or break. 



SIDE REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 
►Shall be of such size and characteristics and so maintained as to be 

readily visible at nighttime from all distances within 600 feet to 100 
feet from the vehicle when directly in front of the lawful lower beams 
of head lamps, except that the visibility for reflectors on vehicles 
manufactured or assembled prior to 01/01/1972, shall be measured in 
front of lawful upper beams of head lamps. 

►If the highest part of the permanent structure of the vehicle is less 
than the height required, the reflector shall be mounted as high as 
that part of the permanent structure will permit. 

►Reflectors may be suspended on straps of not more than 6 inches in 
length. 



SIDE REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Reflectors are not present. 
►Reflectors are not of the required color for the location on the vehicle. 
►Reflectors are not properly and/or securely mounted to the vehicle. 
►Reflector is cracked to the extent that the reflecting ability is impaired. 
►Reflectors are discolored, deteriorated, or painted. 
►Requirements shown on lighting diagram are not met. 
►Visibility distance is not as required. 

Inspection Procedure 
Check condition & mounting. 

REJECT IF 
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How do you check 

►Tail Lamps 

►Stop Lamps 

►Rear Red Reflectors 

►Turn Signals 

►Clearance Lamps 

►Side Marker Lamps 

►Side Reflectors 
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Placement for 
Lamps & Reflectors 

Trailers and Semitrailers  
Less Than 80 Inches in Overall 

Width 



25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Less than 80 Inches in Overall Width 

Tail Lamps (2) 
 
Stop Lamps (2) 
 
Rear Red Reflectors (2) 
 
License Plate Lamp (1) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

On the Rear of the Trailer 

1 2 

3 

4 
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Placement for 
Lamps & Reflectors 

Trailers and Semitrailers  
80 Inches or More in Overall 

Width 



25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

80 Inches or More in Overall Width 

Amber to the front Red to the rear 

1 

3 

2 1 2 3 

Clearance Lamps (2) 
 
Side Marker Lamps (2) 
 
Side Reflectors (2) 

1 

2 

3 

On Each Side of the Trailer 
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Placement for 

Lamps & Reflectors 
Trailers and Semitrailers  

30 Feet or More in  
Overall Length 



25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

30 Feet or More in Overall Length 

Amber to the front Red to the rear 

1 

3 

2 1 2 
3 3 

Clearance Lamps (2) 
 
Side Marker Lamps (2) 
 
Side Reflectors (3) 

1 

2 

3 

On Each Side of the Trailer 
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Placement for 
Lamps & Reflectors 

Pole Trailers 



25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Pole Trailers  

Clearance Lamps (2) 
 
Side Marker Lamps (2) 
 
Side Reflectors (3) 

1 

2 

3 

On Each Side of the Trailer 

Amber to the front Red to the rear 

1 
3 2 
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How do you check 
►Vehicles 80 inches or less in width 

►Vehicles 80 inches or more in width 

►Trailers/Semitrailer 30 feet or more in length 

►Pole trailers 



25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Remember, you have a responsibility to 
the motorist and to the citizens of Texas 

to ensure that their vehicles are  

SAFE!   
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Vehicle Inspection Criteria 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Regulations (FMCSR) 
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Verify Financial 
Responsibility 
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12 345 65879254 

Verify financial 
responsibility before 
proceeding with any 
inspection.  Check for 
the following: 
• Insured’s name 
• Policy Number 
• Make of vehicle 
• Model of vehicle 
• Effective date 
• Expiration date 
And that the policy 
meets minimum liability 
requirements.  
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Railroad Commission Cab Card is 
acceptable proof of insurance. 
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Effective September 1, 2014, Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) Fuel 
Systems have been added as an item of inspection. 
 
After verifying vehicle insurance, CNG tank should be inspected with 
vehicle owner present. 
  
As a pre-requisite to inspecting a CNG equipped vehicle, the 
inspector must verify that a motor vehicle equipped with a CNG Fuel 
System complies with the requirements of 49 CFR 571.304 and that 
the expiration date of the fuel container tank has not been exceeded.  
The inspector can complete this inspection requirement through 
observation and/or documentation. 



Keeping Texas 
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Observation – Check the label 
on the CNG fuel container. 
The CNG fuel container will 
normally be located in the trunk 
of the vehicle, however, it is 
possible that the CNG fuel 
container could be located 
elsewhere on the vehicle, 
especially if the vehicle is a 
truck. 
   
 



Keeping Texas 
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The CNG fuel container label will be located on the CNG fuel tank.  



Keeping Texas 
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Cylinder must be 
removed from 
service after the 
expiration date 
printed on the 
standard label. 

Label may be marked, 
49 CFR 571.304 
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The inspector should review the label information to determine 
what the expiration date of the CNG fuel container tank is and if 
the fuel container tank was manufactured in compliance with 49 
CFR 571.304.  The expiration date will be shown on the label.  
The label will also contain “DOT 49 CFR 571.304”, DOT FMVSS 
304”, or a similar statement or marking that indicates that the 
tank was manufactured in accordance with 49 CFR 571.304. 
If the CNG fuel tank container label is not readily visible, an 
alternative location to check for compliance with 49 CFR 
571.304 and for the expiration date on the CNG fuel container is 
on the fuel receptacle lid. 



Keeping Texas 
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A label will normally be placed on the fuel receptacle lid and will contain 
both the expiration date for the CNG fuel tank container and information 
that confirms that the fuel tank container was manufactured in 
accordance with 49 CFR 571.304. 



Keeping Texas 
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Label location may be found at the following locations: 
 
1. Under the hood. 

 
2. Driver or passenger side door frame. 

 
3. Glove box. 

 
4. Mounted on cylinder. 

 
5. Fuel receptacle lid. 
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DOCUMENTATION 
 
The vehicle owner or operator may provide documentation from 
the original equipment manufacturer of the CNG fuel tank 
container or from a CNG installer or inspector, certified by the 
Texas Railroad Commission, that the expiration date of the CNG 
fuel tank container is not expired and the fuel tank container was 
manufactured in accordance with 49 CFR 571.304.  In this 
situation, the inspector need not visually observe the labels as 
described above, however, the inspector must retain a copy of the 
documentation provided in the Vehicle Inspection Station‘s files 
for a period of one year from the date of the inspection.  



Keeping Texas 
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The following is an example of the type of information a fleet operator 
should provide: 
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Inspection Procedure: 
 
1. Determine by observation if the CNG Fuel Tank Container 

exceeds the expiration date shown on the container’s label or 
other CNG Fuel System labels attached to the vehicle and if the 
CNG Fuel Tank Container was manufactured in accordance with 
49 CFR 571.304; or 
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2. Review documentation, provided by the vehicle owner or                                   
operator, from the original equipment manufacturer of the  
CNG Fuel Tank Container or from a Texas Railroad  
Commission certified CNG installer or inspector that the 
expiration date of the CNG fuel tank container is not  
expired and the CNG Fuel Tank Container was  
manufactured in accordance with 49 CFR 571.304 (retain  
copy of documentation provided for 1 year in VI Station’s  
files); or 

Inspection Procedure: 
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If the owner or operator states that the vehicle to be inspected 
is a fleet vehicle, review documentation provided by the owner 
or operator that the fleet operator employs a Texas Railroad 
Commission certified installer or inspector for CNG Fuel 
Systems (retain copy of documentation provided for 1 year in 
VI Station’s files). 

Inspection Procedure: 
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Reject Vehicle if: 
  
1. The CNG Fuel Tank Container was not manufactured in 

accordance with 49 CFR 571.304. 
 

2. The CNG Fuel Tank Container has exceeded its expiration date. 
 

3. Compliance with 49 CFR 571.304 cannot be determined through 
observation or documentation. 
 

4. The expiration date of the CNG Fuel Tank Container cannot be 
determined through observation or documentation. 
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Reject Vehicle if: 
  
5. If a fleet operator does not provide documentation that the fleet 
      operator employs a certified installer or inspector for CNG Fuel 
      Systems, unless compliance can be determined by reviewing the   
      CNG labels affixed to the vehicle or from documentation provided     
       by the original equipment manufacturer or from a certified CNG    
       installer or inspector.  
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To ensure that an inspection is performed properly and in a 
timely manner, you should inspect  the following areas  

ROAD 
TEST 

INSIDE 
THE 

VEHICLE 

UNDER 
THE 

VEHICLE OUTSIDE 
THE 

VEHICLE 

UNDER THE 
HOOD 
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ROAD TEST 
 An Inspector should inspect the following items  

Steering Lash 

  Service Brakes 

Parking Brake 



STEERING MECHANISM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

The steering system of the vehicle must be inspected to determine 
if excessive wear and/or maladjustment of the steering linkage 
and/or steering gear exists. 

Lash Defined:  Lash is the condition in which the steering control 
can be turned through some part of a revolution without front 
wheel motion.  The wheels should be loaded and positioned 
straight ahead. 
 
Jamming Defined:  Jamming is any obstruction to the turning of 
the steering control caused by interference between some 
components of the steering system. 



STEERING MECHANISM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Steering Wheel 
diameter 

14” or less 
16" 
18" 
20” 
22" 

Manual Steering 
System 

2" 
2" 
2” 
2" 

2-3/4" 

Power Steering 
System 

3” 
4” 

4-3/4” 
5” 

5-3/4" 

STEERING LASH 
REJECT IF 

Note: Refer to your Rules & Regulations manual. 



STEERING MECHANISM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Steering Column 
1) Any absence or looseness of U-bolt(s) or positioning part(s) 
2) Worn, faulty, or obviously welded universal joint(s) 
3) Steering wheel not properly secured 

REJECT IF 



BRAKE SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Road Test 

►At a speed of 20 mph apply brakes.  

►Observe whether a vehicle comes to a smooth 
stop within the distance prescribed by the 
"Required Brake Performance.” 

►Road test must be performed in designated 
brake testing area. 

Inspection Procedure 

40 Feet 

50 Feet 



PARKING BRAKE 
SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

The parking brakes should be so designed that when once applied, 
they shall remain applied - despite exhaustion of any source of energy 
or leakage of any kind.  

Inspection Procedure 
►Inspect all 1960 and newer vehicles.  

►Place the transmission in gear, the 
parking brake should be held down 
with the foot and the engine 
accelerated enough to determine if it 
holds the vehicle in place. 



PARKING BRAKE 
SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Motor vehicle is not equipped with a parking brake. 

►Operating mechanism, when fully applied, does      
not hold the vehicle. 

►Actuating mechanism is not fully released            
when the release control is operated. 

►Any mechanical parts are missing, broken,   badly 
worn, or not operating properly. 

►Pull cables are badly worn, stretched,     frayed, 
or not operating freely. 

►Parking brake will not hold. 
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INSIDE THE VEHICLE 
 An Inspector should inspect the following items  

Seat Belts  
Horn 
Wiper Controls 
Mirrors 

Beam Indicator 
Low Pressure Warning 
Turn Signals 
Tractor Protection Valve  
Steering 
 



TRACTOR PROTECTION 
VALVE 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Air pressure at 90 to 100 psi. 
►Release parking brake  
►Disconnect air lines and wait for 

air to stop  
►Make one application of the 

brake pedal and check hose 
connectors for any air leak 

REJECT IF 

►Inoperable or missing tractor 
protection valve(s) on power unit 

Inspection Procedure 



SEAT BELTS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Front seat belts are required on 
every motor vehicle in which front 
seat belt anchorages were a part 
of the manufacturer’s original 
equipment on the vehicle. 



SEAT BELTS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

► Front lap seat belts are required and not present. 

► Seat belt webbing is frayed, split, or torn. 

► Belt anchorage or attachment fittings are loose, badly 
corroded,  missing, or not fastened to belt. 

► Belt buckles loose or inoperative. 

► All seat belt anchor bolts are not securely  
     fastened to floor or are missing. 

► Pelvic restraint is not present. 

► Seat belt will not adjust to allow proper fit. 



BEAM INDICATOR 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Shall be equipped with a beam indicator which shall be lighted 
whenever the uppermost distribution of light from the head lamp is 
in use, and shall not be otherwise lighted. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and 
condition visually 

►Required on 1948 and 
newer. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Vehicle not equipped with a 
beam indicator. 

►Improper switching indication. 

►Produces glaring light. 

►Inoperative for any reason. 



MIRRORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every bus, truck, and truck-tractor shall be equipped with two (2) rear-
vision mirrors, one at each side, firmly attached to the outside of the 
motor vehicle, and so located as to reflect to the driver a view of 200 
feet to the rear, along both sides of the vehicle. 
 
Only one outside mirror shall be required on the driver’s side, on 
trucks which are so constructed that the driver has a view to the rear 
by means of an interior mirror. 

 
In driveaway-towaway operations, the driven  
vehicle shall have at least one mirror furnishing 
 a clear view to the rear. 
 



MIRRORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Proper number of mirrors 

►Clear view of 200 feet to rear 

►Interference of driver’s forward 
vision 

►Reflective surface of mirrors is 
cracked, broken, peeled, or 
tarnished 

►Not mounted securely to prevent 
swing or excessive vibration 

Note: Dot inspection requires a crossover or convex mirror for school 
activity bus like a regular school bus. 



TURN SIGNALS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with electrical turn signal 
lamps, except that passenger cars and trucks less than 80 inches 
in width and manufactured or assembled prior to the model year 
1960 need not be equipped with electrical turn signal lamps. 

Inspection Procedure 
►Check operation and 

condition visually. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, 

or shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 

►Switch is not convenient to driver or 
indicator light does not operate. 

Remember:  Selector switch must lock in proper turn position when applied but 
need not cancel automatically. 



LOW WARNING AIR 
PRESSURE DEVICE 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Missing, inoperative, or does 

not operate at 55 psi, or  

►1/2 the governor cut-out 
pressure, whichever is less 

Note: Warning light and/or          
buzzer. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and 
condition visually. 



HORN 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Sound is not audible under normal 
conditions for 200 feet. 

►Horn emits an unusually loud or harsh 
sound or whistle. 

►Operation of the horn interferes with the 
operation of any other circuit. 

►Horn switch missing or inoperative 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and 
condition visually. 



HORN 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Vehicle is not equipped with a horn. 

►Horn or horn switch is not securely fastened. 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or 
shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor connections. 

►Horn switch not readily accessible to vehicle 
operator. 

►Horn is actuated by grounding two naked wires 
or similar method. 



WIPERS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every motor vehicle with a windshield must be equipped with a 
windshield wiper or wipers adequate for cleaning rain, snow, or other 
moisture from the windshield; in good working order; and constructed 
so as to permit operation and control by the driver of the vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 
►Inspect for proper operation of wiper 

controls. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Wiper controls are not operating properly or 
are located beyond the driver’s reach. 
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OUTSIDE THE VEHICLE  
An Inspector should inspect the following items  

 
Wipers 
Windshield 
Window Tint 
Fuel System 
Steering Axles 
Wheel Assembly 
License Plate Lamp 

Mud Flaps 
Tail Lamps 
Stop Lamps 
Turn Signal Lamps 
Side Marker Lamps 
Side Reflectors 

Rear Reflectors 
Clearance Lamps 
Backup Lamp 
Head Lamps 
Hazard Lamps 
Identification Lamps 



WIPERS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every motor vehicle with a windshield must be equipped with a 
windshield wiper or wipers adequate for cleaning rain, snow, or other 
moisture from the windshield; in good working order; and constructed 
so as to permit operation and control by the driver of the vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 
►Inspect for proper contact of blades with 

windshield.   
►Raise arm away from windshield and 

release.   
►Arm should return to original position and 

wiper blade should contact the windshield 
firmly. 



WIPERS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Any part of the rubber element is torn loose from the metal 
backing or blade base. 

►Metal parts come in contact with the windshield. 

►Wiper is incapable of adequately cleaning             
the windshield. 

►Wiper blades are not making proper      
contact with windshield. 

REJECT IF 



WIPERS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Vehicle is not equipped with the proper 
number of wipers. 

►Wiper is inoperative, does not operate 
freely, or is improperly adjusted. 

►Wiper blades have damaged, hardened, 
or badly worn rubber elements. 

►The rubber that contacts the windshield 
is torn more than 1 inch on one end or is 
torn a total of 1 inch on both ends. 



STEER AXLE TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►With less than 4/32-inch tread when 
measured at any point on a major tread 
groove. 

►Has body ply or belt material exposed 
through the tread or sidewall 

►Has any tread or sidewall separation. 

►Has a cut where the ply or belt material is 
exposed. 

►Labeled "Not for Highway Use" or 
displaying other marking which would 
exclude use of steering axle. 



STEER AXLE TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►A bus operated with regrooved, 
recapped, or retreaded tires on the 
front wheels. 

►A truck or truck-tractor with regrooved 
tires on the front wheels. 

►A tube-type radial tire without radial 
tube stem markings.  These markings 
include a red band around the tube 
stem, the word "radial" embossed in 
metal stems, or the word "radial" 
molded in rubber stems. 



STEER AXLE TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Mixing bias and radial tires on the 
same axle. 

►The flap protrudes through valve slot in 
rim and touches stem. 

►Regrooved tire except motor vehicles 
used solely in urban or suburban areas. 

►Boot, blowout patch, or other ply repair. 

►Weight carried exceeds tire load limit.  
This includes overloaded tire resulting 
from low air pressure. 



STEER AXLE TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Tire is flat or has noticeable (e.g., 
can be heard or felt) leak. 

►Any bus equipped with recapped 
or retreaded tire(s). 

►So mounted or inflated that it 
comes in contact with any part of 
the vehicle. 



ALL OTHER TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Weight carried exceeds tire load 
limit.  This includes overloaded 
tire resulting from low air 
pressure. 

►Tire is flat or has noticeable (e.g., 
can be heard or felt) leak. 

►Has body ply or belt material 
exposed through the tread or 
sidewall. 

►Has any tread or sidewall 
separation. 



ALL OTHER TIRES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Has a cut where ply or belt material 
is exposed. 

►So mounted or inflated that it comes 
in contact with any part of the vehicle.  
(This includes a tire that contacts its mate). 

►Is marked "Not for Highway Use" or 
otherwise marked and having like 
meaning. 

►With less than 2/32-inch tread when 
measured at any point on a major 
tread groove. 



WHEEL ASSEMBLY 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

The inspection of all wheels and rims will be visual.  Spare wheels 
and rims will not be inspected. 
 

Inspection Procedure 

► Examine visually 

► Wheel covers or hubcaps may be 
removed from the vehicle if the 
certified inspector has probable 
cause or reason to believe that 
wheel or rim defects exist. 



WHEEL ASSEMBLY 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Loose, missing, or damaged wheel 
studs, bolts, nuts, or lugs. 

►Any part of the wheel is bent, 
cracked, rewelded, or damaged. 

►Wheel nuts, studs, and clamps are 
loose, broken, missing, or 
mismatched. 

►Rims and rings which are 
mismatched, bent, sprung, or 
otherwise damaged. 

Note: Rust tracks can be signs of loose lug nuts or studs. 



WHEEL ASSEMBLY 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Disc wheels with elongated bolts, 
holes, or cracks between hand holes 
or stud holes, or both. 

►Cast wheels with cracks, evidence of 
wear in the clamp area, or both. 

►Rims have defects or cracks. 

►Any wheel cannot be securely 
fastened to the hub of the vehicle. 



FUEL SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Visible leaks 

►Filler cap missing 

►Fuel tank not securely 
mounted 

►No valid Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas Tax Decal 
issued by the State 
Comptroller for LPG 
powered vehicles 

REJECT IF 



WINDOW TINTING 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Tint or coating is extending more than 2 inches 
below the top of the windshield 

►Tint or coating has more than 1 inch border at 
each side of windshield 

►Tinting or coating and any vision restricting 
materials are not above the topmost portion of 
the steering wheel 

►Windows, immediately to the right and left of 
the driver, which open, have less than 70% light 
transmittance 

►Check calibration before rejecting vehicle 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with at least two head 
lamps, at least one on each side of the front of the motor vehicle 

Inspection Procedure 

►Clean head lamp lenses, if 
necessary. 

►Check for burned out head 
lamp and proper beam 
switching. 

►Check operation and 
condition. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Lamp/assembly is not securely fastened. 

►Lamp is improperly connected and does not 
light the proper filament for different switch 
positions. 

►Lamp lens is cracked, broken, discolored, or 
missing. 

►Lamp does not meet Department standards. 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or    
shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Lamp lens is rotated, upside down, 
canted, or is marked "Right," "Left," #1 
or #2 and not appropriately installed. 

►Lamp fails to function properly in any 
manner. 

►Lamp has dirt or any contamination or 
discoloration inside or moisture. 

►Lamp switch or dimmer switch does not 
operate properly and is not convenient 
to the driver. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Foreign material placed on head lamp 

lens, such as shields, half of lens, paint, 
tape, etc., that interferes with the light 
beam of the lamp. 

►Vehicle is not equipped with head lamps 
as required (appropriate # and type). 

►Lamp can be moved easily by hand, due 
to a broken fender or loose support. 

►Lamp is missing. 
►Lens is other than clear (white). 
►Any filament in head lamps fails to burn. 



HEAD LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
► Wiring is dangling or connections are loose. 
► A good ground is not made by the lamp 

mounting. 
► Lamp is mounted on vehicle more than or 

less than prescribed mounting heights. (24” to 
54”) 

► Head lamp is covered by any lens or cover 
located in front of the head lamp which is 
any shade or color other than clear. 

► There is physical damage that would 
obviously cause a headlight beam to fail to 
illuminate the roadway ahead of the vehicle 
sufficiently. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses 
cannot be repaired with 
repair tape or repair kit. 



TURN SIGNALS (Front) 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Turn signal lamps shall indicate an intention to turn by flashing 
lamps showing to the front and rear of a vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 
On 1960 and newer 
►Check for both 

►Turn signal lamps 
►Switch  

►Check operation and 
condition visually 



TURN SIGNALS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Shows any other color other than White or 
Amber to the front 

►Lamps are required and not present. 
►Device is not securely mounted or properly 

located on the vehicle. 
►Device is not of a type meeting Department 

standards. 
►Lamp lens is discolored or missing. 
►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or 

shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 



TURN SIGNALS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Signal does not flash or is not operating 
properly. 

►Signal is not clearly visible to the front and 
to the rear of the vehicle. 

►Lens is cracked or broken to the extent 
that a portion of the lens is missing and/or 
separated permitting light from the bulb to 
emit through the crack/break. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses cannot 
be repaired with repair tape 
or repair kit. 



TURN SIGNALS (Rear) 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Turn signal lamps shall indicate an intention to turn by flashing 
lamps showing to the front and rear of a vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 
On 1960 and newer 
►Check for both 

Turn signal lamps 
Switch  

►Check operation and 
condition visually 



TURN SIGNALS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Shows any other color other than Red 
or Amber to the rear 

►Lamps are required and not present. 
►Device is not securely mounted or 

properly located on the vehicle. 
►Device is not of a type meeting 

Department standards. 
►Lamp lens is discolored or missing. 
►Height requirements: No more than 83 

inches nor less than 15 inches from 
level ground. 



TURN SIGNALS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Signal does not flash or is not operating 
properly. 

►Signal is not clearly visible to the rear of 
the vehicle. 

►Lens is cracked or broken to the extent 
that a portion of the lens is missing and/or 
separated permitting light from the bulb to 
emit through the crack/break. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses cannot 
be repaired with repair tape 
or repair kit. 



HAZARD WARNING 
LIGHTS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Shall have a switch or combination of switches that will cause the 
two front turn signals and the two rear signals to flash 
simultaneously as a vehicular traffic signal warning.   

The system shall be capable of flashing simultaneously with the 
ignition of the vehicle on or off. 

REJECT IF 
►Lamps are not present 
►Not securely mounted and properly located 
►Lamp does not emit proper color; lamp or bulb painted 
►Lens cracked, broken, discolored, or missing 
►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or evidence of burning, 

short circuiting, or poor connection 
►Visibility requirements not met 



CLEARANCE LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

► Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the vehicle as to indicate 
 the extreme height and width of the vehicle. 

Front clearance lamps (2) - amber color. 
Rear clearance lamps (2) - red color. 

 
Inspection Procedure 

Note:  May be in combination with Side Marker Lamps. 

►A crack is defined as any break, 
separation, or missing part that permits 
light from the bulb to emit through the 
crack or break. 

►Check operation and condition. 



CLEARANCE LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 
Note:  May be in combination with Side Marker Lamps. 

►Lamps are not present. 
►Lamps are not securely mounted and properly located. 
►Lamps do not emit required color; lens or bulb painted. 
►Visibility requirements are not met. 
►Lenses are discolored, or missing. 
►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or shows any evidence of  
    burning, short circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 
►Lens is cracked or broken. 

REJECT IF 



IDENTIFICATION LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Three (3) identification lamps of amber color 
mounted on the cab of the vehicle. 

 

►Three (3) identification lamps of red color 
mounted on the rear of the vehicle as high as 
practicable. 

All buses, trucks, and truck-tractors 80 inches 
wide or wider must be equipped with: 

6” - 12” 

Center Line 

6” - 12” 

Center Line 

6” - 12” 6” - 12” 



IDENTIFICATION LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Lamps are not present 
►Not securely mounted and properly 

located 
►Lamp does not emit proper color; lamp 

or bulb painted 
►Lens cracked, broken, discolored, or 

missing 
►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, 

or evidence of burning, short circuiting, 
or poor connection 

►Visibility requirements not met 



SIDE MARKER LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually 

Note:  May be in combination with Clearance Lamps. 

►Side marker lamps shall be mounted on the vehicle as to indicate 
the length of the vehicle. 

►Front side marker lamps (2) - amber color. 

►Rear side marker lamps (2) - red color. 



SIDE MARKER LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Lamps are not present. 
►Lamps are not securely mounted and 

properly located. 
►Lamps do not emit required color; lens or 

bulb painted. 
►Visibility requirements are not met. 
►Lenses are discolored, or missing. 
►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or 

shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 

►Lens is cracked or broken. 



SIDE MARKER LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

Trucks, Trailers, Semitrailers & Buses 
80 inches or more in overall width 

Trailers & Semitrailers 30 feet or more 
in overall length 

Pole Trailers 

Front Center Rear 



SIDE REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Inspection Procedure 
►Shall be of such size and characteristics 

and so maintained as to be readily visible 
at nighttime from all distances within 600 
feet to 100 feet from the vehicle when 
directly in front of the lawful lower beams 
of head lamps, except that the visibility for 
reflectors on vehicles manufactured or 
assembled prior to 01/01/1972, shall be 
measured in front of lawful upper beams 
of head lamps. 

►Reflectors should be mounted at a height 
of not less than 24 nor higher than 60 
inches. 



SIDE REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►If the highest part of the permanent structure of the vehicle is      
    less than the height required, the reflector shall be mounted          
    as high as that part of the permanent structure will permit. 
►Reflectors may be suspended on straps of not more than 6      
    inches in length. 
 
Reflector strips can be used in lieu of the "normal" reflex 
reflectors:  

► Reflector strips can be used in lieu of the “normal” reflex 
reflectors if and only if they are mounted on the side over 
at least one-half of the length of the trailer, distributed 
evenly from the front to the rear of the trailer. 



SIDE REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►The construction, grade, size, and 
performance of the material used to 
manufacture the reflective strips must 
meet U.S.  DOT specifications. 

►The reflector strips (tape form) must be 
marked with "DOT" and either "C2," "C3," 
or "C4."  

►The reflector strips (reflector form) must be 
marked with "DOT C."  

NOTE:  Reflective strips not "marked" as indicated are 
not in compliance. 

 



SIDE REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

Trucks, Trailers, Semitrailers & Buses 
80 inches or more in overall width 

Trailers & Semitrailers 30 feet or more 
in overall length 

Pole Trailers (If Loaded) 

Front Center Rear 



SIDE REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Reflectors are not present. 
►Reflectors are not of the required color for the location on the 

vehicle. 
►Reflectors are not properly and/or securely mounted to the 

vehicle. 
►Reflector is cracked to the extent that the reflecting ability is 

impaired. 
►Reflectors are discolored, deteriorated, or painted. 
►Visibility distance is not as required. 

Inspection Procedure 
Check condition & mounting. 



TAIL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every tail lamp upon every vehicle shall be located at a height of 
not more than 72 inches or less than 15 inches.   

Tail lamps are used ONLY to designate the rear of a vehicle. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually 

►1959/older - 1 Required  

►1960/newer - 2 Required 

►No Clear lenses or “Blue Dots” 



TAIL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Required lamp or lamps are not present. 

►Lamp is not securely mounted to vehicle. 

►Lamp does not completely emit a red light 
plainly visible 1,000 feet to the rear. 

►Lamp lens is painted, missing, discolored, 
or does not fit properly. 

►Wiring is shoddy or electrical connections 
are poor. 

►Lamp is not wired so as to be lighted when 
head lamps or auxiliary driving lamps are 
lighted. 



TAIL LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Lamp is obstructed by any part of the 
body. 

►Lamp lens is not red color. 
►Lamps are not mounted on the same level 

and as widely spaced laterally as 
practicable. 

►Lamps are not mounted on rear of 
vehicle. 

►Lens is cracked/broken to the extent that 
a portion of the lens is missing and/or 
separated, permitting light from the bulb to 
emit through the crack/break. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses cannot be repaired with repair tape or repair kit. 



STOP LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

A stop lamp must emit a red or amber light, or any shade of color 
between red and amber, and be visible from a distance of not less 
than 300 feet to the rear in normal sunlight. 

Inspection Procedure 
►Check operation and condition visually 

►1959/older - 1 Required  

►1960/newer - 2 Required 

►Height Requirement: Not more than 72 
inches nor less than 15 inches. 



STOP LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Required lamp or lamps are not 
present. 

►Lamp is not securely mounted to the 
vehicle. 

►Lamp does not emit a red or amber 
light which is actuated on application 
of the service (foot) brake. 

►Lamp is not visible from a minimum 
distance of 300 feet to the rear of the 
vehicle. 

►Lamp lens is painted, missing, 
discolored, or does not fit properly. 

REJECT IF 



STOP LAMPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Wiring is shoddy or electrical 
connections are poor. 

►Lamp projects a glaring or a dazzling 
light. 

►Lamp is not mounted on rear of 
vehicle.  

►Lens is cracked/broken to the extent 
that a portion of the lens is missing 
and/or separated, permitting light 
from the bulb to emit through the 
crack/break. 

NOTE:  Lamp lenses cannot be repaired with repair tape or repair kit. 



LICENSE PLATE LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and 
placed as to illuminate with a white light the rear registration plate and 
render it clearly legible for a distance of 50 feet to the rear. 

Inspection Procedure 

►Check operation and condition visually. 

►Only one lamp is required. 



LICENSE PLATE LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Lamp is not present. 

►Lamp is not securely mounted to the 
vehicle. 

►Lamp is not placed to illuminate with a 
white light the rear registration plate. 

►Lamp emits a glaring light to the rear. 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or 
shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor electrical connections. 



LICENSE PLATE LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Lamp is not wired so as to be 
lighted when head lamps or 
auxiliary driving lamps are 
lighted. 

►Lens is cracked/broken to the 
extent that a portion of the lens 
is missing and/or separated, 
permitting light from the bulb to 
emit through the crack/break. 



REAR REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

► Reflectors on a vehicle shall reflect a red color. 

► At least 2 reflectors are required on all vehicles. 

► Mounted at a height of not less than 15 inches nor more than                                        
 60 inches from the center of reflector to the level ground. 

Inspection Procedure 

Check condition and mounting. 



REAR REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Reflector strips can be used in lieu 
of the "normal" reflex reflectors:  

►If and only if they are mounted on 
the rear over the full width of the 
trailer;  and  

►Meet the same visibility 
requirements of the "normal" reflex 
reflector required in a particular 
location on a trailer that is 80 or 
more inches wide with a GVWR 
over 10,000 pounds. 



REAR REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►The construction, grade, size, and 
performance of the material used to 
manufacture the reflective strips 
must meet U.S.  DOT 
specifications. 

►The reflector strips (tape form) must 
be marked with "DOT" and either 
"C2," "C3," or "C4."  

►The reflector strips (reflector form) 
must be marked with "DOT C."  

NOTE:  Reflective strips not "marked" as      
indicated are not in compliance. 



REAR REFLECTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Reflector is not present. 
►Reflector is not of red color. 
►Reflector is not properly and/or 

securely mounted to the vehicle. 
►Reflector is cracked to the extent 

that the reflecting ability is impaired. 
►Reflector is discolored, 

deteriorated, or painted. 
►Visibility distance is not as required. 
►Requirements shown on lighting 

diagram are not met. 



BACK UP LAMP 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Lamp is not present 
►Not securely mounted and properly 

located 
►Lamp does not emit proper color; lamp 

or bulb painted 
►Lens cracked, broken, discolored, or 

missing 
►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, 

or evidence of burning, short circuiting, 
or poor connection 

►Visibility requirements not met 
►Lamp is not activated properly when 

vehicle is in reverse 



WINDSHIELD  

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Any crack over 1/4 inch wide 

►Any damaged area of more than 
3/4 inch in diameter. 

►Damaged area is closer than 3 
inches to any other damaged area. 

►Any crack less than 1/4 inch wide 
intersecting with any other crack 

REJECT IF 

Inspection Procedure 
►Examine Visually 



MUD FLAPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Safety guards or flaps shall be 
located and suspended behind the 
rearmost wheels  

►Safety guards or flaps shall be at 
least as wide as the tires they are 
protecting. 

►Check for presence and condition. 
Note:  When trailers/semitrailers are presented in 

combination, each trailer/semitrailer will be 
considered a separate vehicle and safety 
guards or flaps will be required on the 
rearmost axle of each trailer/semitrailer. 

Inspection Procedure 



MUD FLAPS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Safety guard or flap is not present. 
►Safety guard or flap is not securely 

mounted. 
►Safety guard or flap is not as wide as 

the tires that it is protecting. 
►Safety guard or flap is split or torn to 

the extent that it is ineffective. 
►The bottom edge of safety guard or 

flap is more than (12) inches from the 
roadway. 

►Substantial material.  Material must be 
semi rigid. 



Keeping Texas 
Roadways Safe Texas Department of Public Safety 

Produced by the Department of Public Safety.  Duplication, in part or in whole, of this 
material is expressly prohibited, unless written consent from the Department is given. 

UNDERNEATH THE VEHICLE  
An Inspector should inspect the following items  

 

BRAKE SYSTEM 
STEERING MECHANISM 
SUSPENSION 
FRAME 
EXHAUST SYSTEM 



BRAKE SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Every commercial motor vehicle shall be equipped with brakes 
acting on ALL wheels  
 

Exemptions: 
Trucks and truck-tractors having three or more axles 
manufactured before 1981. 
 



BRAKE SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Absence of braking action on any 

axle required to have brakes upon 
application of the service brakes 
(such as missing brakes or brake 
shoe(s) failing to move upon 
application of a wedge, S-cam, cam, 
or disc brake). 

►Missing or broken mechanical 
components including:  shoes, lining, 
pads, springs, anchor pins, spiders, 
cam rollers, push rods, and air 
chamber mounting bolts. 



BRAKE SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Loose brake components including air 
chambers, spiders, and cam shaft 
support brackets. 

►Audible air leak at brake chamber 
(Example: ruptured diaphragm, loose 
chamber clamp, etc.) 

►Any brake stroke is at the 
readjustment limit. 

REJECT IF 



BRAKE SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Bottle Type Brake Chamber Data 

Type 
 
 
 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 

Effective 
Area 

(sq in) 
 

12 
24 
16 
6 
9 

36 
30 

Outside 
Diameter 

(inch) 
 

6 15/16 
9 3/16 
8 1/16 
5 1/4 
6 3/16 
11 

9 7/8 

Brakes 
Readjusted at 
Max. Stroke 

 
1 3/8 
1 3/4 
1 3/4 
1 1/4 
1 3/8 
2 1/4 

2 

Stroke shall be measured with engine off and reservoir pressure of 80 
to 90 psi with brakes fully applied. 



BRAKE SYSTEMS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Roto Chamber Data 

Type 
 
 
 
9 

12 
16 
20 
24 
30 
36 
50 

Effective 
Area 

(sq in) 
 
9 

12 
16 
20 
24 
30 
36 
50 

Outside 
Diameter 

(inch) 
 

4 9/32 
4 13/16 
5 13/32 
5 15/16 
6 13/32 
7 1/16 
7 5/8 

8 7/8 

Brakes 
Readjusted at 
Max. Stroke 

 
1 1/2 
1 1/2 

2 
2 
2 

2 1/4 
2 3/4 

3 

Stroke shall be measured with engine off and reservoir pressure of 80 
to 90 psi with brakes fully applied. 



BRAKE SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Clamp Type Brake Chamber Data 

Type 
 
 
 
6 
9 

12 
16 
20 
24 
30 
36 

Effective 
Area 

(sq in) 
 
6 
9 

12 
16 
20 
24 
30 
36 

Outside 
Diameter 

(inch) 
 

4 1/2 
5 1/4 

5 11/16 
6 3/8 

6 25/32 
7 7/32 
8 3/32 

9 

Brakes 
Readjusted at 
Max. Stroke 

 
1 1/4 
1 3/8 
1 3/8 
1 3/4 
1 3/4 
1 3/4 

2 

2 1/4 

Stroke shall be measured with engine off and reservoir pressure of 80 
to 90 psi with brakes fully applied. 



BRAKE SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Long Stroke Clamp Type Brake Chamber Data 

Type 
 
 
 

16 
20 
24 
24 
30 

Outside 
Diameter 

(inch) 
 

6 3/8 
6 25/32 

7 7/32 

7 7/32 

8 8/32 
 

Brakes 
Readjusted at 
Max. Stroke 

 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.5 
2.5 

Stroke shall be measured with engine off and reservoir pressure of 80 
to 90 psi with brakes fully applied. 



BRAKE LININGS/PADS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF  

► Lining or pad is not firmly attached 
to the shoe; 

► Saturated with oil, grease, or brake 
fluid; or 

► Non-steering axles:  Lining with a 
thickness less than  1/4-inch at the 
shoe center for air drum brakes, 
1/16-inch or less at the shoe 
center for hydraulic and electric 
drum brakes, and less than 1/8-
inch for air disc brakes. 



 
BRAKE LININGS/PADS 

 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Brake is missing on any 
axle required to have 
brakes. 

►Mismatch across any 
power unit steering axle of: 

1) Air chamber sizes 
2) Slack adjuster length 

► Steering axles:  Lining with a thickness less than 1/4-inch at the 
shoe center for drum brakes, less than 1/8-inch for air disc 
brakes, and 1/16-inch or less for hydraulic disc and electric 
brakes. 

REJECT IF 



BRAKE DRUMS/ROTORS 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
 

► Any external crack or cracks that 
open upon brake application  

(Do not confuse short hairline heat 
check cracks with flexural 
cracks). 

 
► Any portion of the drum or rotor is 

missing. 



BRAKE HOSE 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
 
►Hose with any damage extending 

through the outer reinforcement ply 

►Bulge or swelling when air pressure is 
applied 

►Any audible leaks 

►Two hoses improperly joined (such as 
a splice made by sliding the hose ends 
over a piece of tubing and clamping 
the hose to the tube) 

►Air hose cracked, broken, or crimped 



BRAKE TUBING 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Any audible leak 

►Tubing cracked, broken, 
or crimped 



ELECTRIC BRAKES 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Absences of braking action on  
   any wheel required to have 
   brakes. 

 
►Missing or inoperable    
   breakaway braking device. 



VACUUM SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►When checking the operation of the 
vacuum system on a truck or truck-
tractor, the trailer shutoff valves must 
be CLOSED.  

►When checking the operation of the 
vacuum system on a trailer or 
semitrailer, the trailer must be coupled 
to a truck or a truck-tractor with the 
trailer shutoff valve OPEN. 



VACUUM SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►The engine of the truck-tractor should be allowed to run for one 
minute to build up vacuum. 

►On truck or truck-tractor, depress brake pedal with moderate foot 
force.  While maintaining this force on the pedal, start engine, and 
observe if pedal falls slightly when engine starts. 

►On trucks with low vacuum indicators, build full vacuum.  Shut off 
engine and reduce vacuum by making a series of moderate brake 
applications.  A flashing or buzzing signal shall function when 
vacuum reaches eight inches mercury. 

►Apply and release pedal a number of times and observe action on 
brake chamber rod on trailers. 



VACUUM SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Has insufficient vacuum reserve to permit one 
full brake application after engine is shut off.  

►Has vacuum hose(s) or line(s) restricted, 
abraded (chafed), through outer cover to cord 
ply, crimped, cracked, broken or has collapsed 
vacuum hose(s) when vacuum is applied.  

►Lacks an operative low-vacuum warning device 
as required. 



VACUUM SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 

►Evidence of leakage in the system. 

►Trailer vacuum brake chamber rods not 
operating in conjunction with the tractor brake 
pedal, or not reaching full released position. 

►Failure of low-vacuum indicator to function when 
system is reduced to eight inches of mercury 
vacuum. 



STEERING MECHANISM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
Steering Column 

►Any absence or looseness of U-bolt(s) or 
positioning part(s) 

►Worn, faulty, or obviously welded universal 
joint(s) 

►Steering wheel not properly secured 
Front Axle Beam and All Steering Components 
Other Than Steering Column 

►Any crack(s) 
►Any obvious welded repair(s) 

Steering Gear Box 
►Any mounting bolt(s) loose or missing 
►Any crack(s) in gear box or mounting brackets 



STEERING MECHANISM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Pitman Arm 

►Any looseness of the pitman arm on 
the steering gear output shaft 

►Power Steering 
►Auxiliary power assist cylinder loose 

►Ball and Socket Joints 
►Any movement under steering load of 
a stud nut. 
►Any motion other than rotational, 
between any linkage member and its 
attachment point of more than 1/4-inch 



STEERING MECHANISM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

REJECT IF 
►Tie Rods and Drag Links 

1) Loose clamp(s) or clamp bolt(s) on 
tie rods or drag links 
2) Any looseness in any threaded joint 

►Nuts 
 Nut(s) loose or missing on tie rods, 
pitman arm, drag link, steering arm or 
tie rod arm 

►Steering System 
Any modification or other condition 
that interferes with free  movement of 
any steering component 



SUSPENSION 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►U-bolt, spring hanger, or other axle parts are 
cracked, broken, loose, or missing 

►Any leaf spring assembly leaves broken or 
missing 

►Coil spring broken 
►Rubber spring missing 
►Any leaves displaced that could cause 

contact with a tire, rim, brake drum, or frame 
►Broken torsion bar spring 
►Deflated air suspension 
►Torque, radius, or tracking component 

cracked, loose, broken, or missing 

REJECT IF 



FRAME 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Any part of frame member is 
cracked, broken, loose, or sagging 

►Fasteners attaching the engine, 
transmission, steering gear, 
suspension, body parts, and fifth 
wheel loose or missing 

►Any condition that causes the body 
or frame to be in contact with a tire 
or wheel assembly 

►Locking pins missing or not 
engaged on adjustable axle 
assemblies 

REJECT IF 



EXHAUST SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

The exhaust system includes the manifolds, gaskets, exhaust 
lines, mufflers, resonators, tail piping, and supporting hardware. 

Inspection Procedure 

►The exhaust system shall be examined visually  
    while the engine is running. 

►The catalytic converter will be considered as a part of the 
exhaust system on all vehicles prior to 1984 year model 
and will be inspected only visually (if present) for leakage.   

►On 1984 and later model light truck and passenger 
vehicles, the catalytic converter will be checked for 
presence and leakage.  



EXHAUST SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

Note:  Some pickups are equipped with a 
camper or hard shell cover and are sometimes 
used for the transportation of passengers.  The 
tail pipe should discharge the exhaust at the 
rear or sides.  This truck modification will be 
considered as a passenger compartment. 



EXHAUST SYSTEM 

25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 25 Ft 30 Ft 40 Ft 50 Ft 

►Vehicle is not equipped with a muffler. 

►Any joint is loose or leaking, including manifolds.  

►Manifold is cracked or broken causing leakage. 

►Holes, leaking seams, or patches on the muffler, 
resonators, exhaust pipe, tailpipe, or catalytic converter. 

►Exhaust system is not secured to the vehicle by 
mounting brackets designed for exhaust systems. 

►Any brackets are loose, broken, or missing. 

►There is excessive vibration of exhaust line. 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 



EXHAUST SYSTEM 
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INSPECT AND REJECT IF 

►Any part of the exhaust system passes 
through the passenger compartment. 

►The tailpipe is broken, pinched, or eroded off 
to the extent to allow exhaust fumes to 
penetrate into the interior of the passenger 
compartment. 

►The tailpipe fails to discharge exhaust from 
the rear or sides or top of the passenger 
compartment of the vehicle. 

NOTE:  Holes in the exhaust system made by the manufacturer for drainage are not 
cause for rejection.  
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UNDER THE HOOD  
An Inspector should inspect the following items  

 
Horn 

Exhaust 
Power Steering 

Emissions System 
Master Cylinder 
Air Compressor 



HORN 
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REJECT IF 

►Vehicle is not equipped with a horn. 

►Horn or horn switch is not securely fastened. 

►Wiring insulation is worn, rubbed bare, or 
shows any evidence of burning, short 
circuiting, or poor connections. 



EXHAUST SYSTEM 
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The exhaust system includes the manifolds, gaskets, exhaust 
lines, mufflers, resonators, tail piping, and supporting hardware. 

Inspection Procedure 

►The exhaust system shall be examined visually  
    while the engine is running. 

► Any part of the exhaust system passes through the 
passenger compartment. 

►Manifold is cracked or broken causing leakage. 

 

 



POWER STEERING 
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Inspection Procedure 
►Examine Visually 

INSPECT AND REJECT IF 
►Excessively worn/broken parts in the steering 

system. 
►Visible leaks in power steering unit or hoses. 
►Power steering belt is excessively cracked, frayed, 

or has pieces missing or tension is not adequate.   
►Serpentine belts are not to be rejected merely for 

cracks in the ribs. 
►Fluid in power steering unit is below recommended 

level. 



AIR COMPRESSOR 
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►Compressor drive belt cracked or frayed or has improper 

tension 

►Loose compressor mounting bolts 

►Cracked, broken, or loose pulley 

►Cracked or broken mounting brackets, braces, or adapters 

REJECT IF 



 
MASTER CYLINDER/HYDRAULIC 

BRAKES 
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Inspection Procedure 

►Examine Visually 
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►Master cylinder fluid level is 1 inch or more below the top 
of the reservoir or below manufacturer's recommended 
level. 

►No pedal reserve with engine running except by pumping 
pedal. 

►Power assist unit fails to operate. 

►Seeping or swelling brake hose(s) under application of 
pressure. 
(Including Power Assist Over Hydraulic and Engine Drive Hydraulic Booster) 

REJECT IF 

 
MASTER CYLINDER/HYDRAULIC 

BRAKES 
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REJECT IF 

►Missing or inoperative check valve. 

►Has any visually observed leaking hydraulic fluid in the brake 
system. 

►Has hydraulic hose(s) abraded (chafed) through outer cover-to-
fabric layer. 

►Fluid lines or connections leaking, restricted, crimped, cracked, or 
broken. 

►Brake failure or low fluid warning light on and/or inoperative. 
Remember:  It is imperative that brake system reservoir cover and the surrounding 
area be thoroughly cleaned before cover is removed for inspection to assure that NO 
DIRT OR WATER is mixed with the brake fluid. 

 
MASTER CYLINDER/HYDRAULIC 

BRAKES 
 



EMISSIONS SYSTEMS 
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The exhaust emission system was installed by manufacturers 
beginning with model year 1968.   

Vehicles using liquefied petroleum gas as fuel must bear a 
liquefied gas tax decal on the windshield lower right-hand corner  



EMISSIONS SYSTEMS 
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►The exhaust emission system has been removed. 

►The exhaust emission system has been  
    disconnected. 

►The plumbing or hoses are loose, broken,  
    leaking, or improperly routed. 

►Air pump belt is loose, removed, excessively 
    cracked, frayed or has pieces missing. 

►The exhaust emission system has been altered in any 
manner to make it ineffective. 

►The catalytic converter has been removed, leaking, or 
disconnected on a 1984 or later model vehicle. 

REJECT IF 



EMISSIONS SYSTEM 
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The exhaust emission system was installed by manufacturers 
beginning with model year 1968. 

EMISSIONS SYSTEM COMPONENTS 

- Catalytic Converter (1984 AND NEW MODELS) 

- Positive Crankcase Ventilation System 

- Exhaust Gas Recirculation System 

- Evaporative Emission System 

- Thermostatic Air Cleaner 

- Air Injection System 
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Coupling Devices 



FIFTH WHEEL 
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►Any fasteners missing or ineffective 

►Any movement between mounting 
components 

►Any mounting angle iron cracked or 
broken 

►Any fasteners missing or ineffective on 
mounting plates and pivot brackets 

►Any welds or parent metal cracked 

REJECT IF 

►More than 3/8-inch horizontal movement between pivot bracket pin      
    and bracket 



FIFTH WHEEL 
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►Pivot bracket pin missing or not secured 

►Any latching fasteners missing or 
ineffective on sliders 

►Any fore or aft stop missing or not securely 
attached 

REJECT IF 

►Movement more than 3/8-inch between slider bracket and slider base 

►Any slider component cracked in parent metal or weld 

►Horizontal movement between the upper and lower fifth wheel halves 
exceeds 1/2-inch on lower coupler 

►Operating handle not in closed or locked position 



FIFTH WHEEL 
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►Kingpin not properly engaged 

►Separation between upper and lower coupler 
allowing light to show through from side to side 

►Cracks in the fifth wheel plate.  (Exceptions:  Cracks 
in fifth wheel approach ramps and casting shrinkage cracks 
in the ribs of the body of a cast fifth wheel.) 

►Locking mechanism parts missing, broken, or 
deformed to the extent the kingpin is not 
securely held 

 

REJECT IF 



PINTLE HOOKS 
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►Any missing or ineffective fasteners (a 
fastener is not considered missing if there is 
an empty hole in the device but no 
corresponding hole in the frame or vice 
versa). 

►Mounting surface cracks extending from point 
of attachment (e.g., cracks in the frame at 
mounting bolt holes). 

►Loose mounting 

REJECT IF 



PINTLE HOOKS 
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►Frame cross member providing 
pintle hook attachment cracked 

►Cracks anywhere in pintle hook 
assembly 

►Any welded repairs to the pintle 
hook 

►Any part of the horn section 
reduced by more than 20% 

►Latch insecure 

REJECT IF 



DRAWBAR/TOWBAR 
EYE 
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►Any cracks in attachment welds 

►Any missing or ineffective fasteners 

►Any part of the eye reduced by more 
than 20% 

REJECT IF 



DRAWBAR/TOWBAR 
TONGUE 
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►Ineffective latching mechanism 
►Missing or ineffective stop 
►Movement of more than 1/4-inch between 

slider and housing 
►Any leaking, air or hydraulic cylinders,   

hoses, or chambers  
 (other than slight oil weeping normal with hydraulic seals) 

►Any cracks 
►Movement of 1/4-inch between sub frame  
 and drawbar at point of attachment 

REJECT IF 



SAFETY DEVICES 
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►Safety devices missing 

►Unattached or incapable of secure attachment 

►Chains and hooks 
►Worn to the extent of a measurable reduction in link 

cross section 
►Improper repairs including welding, wire, small bolts, 

rope, and tape 

►Cable 
►Kinked or broken cable strands 
►Improper clamps or clamping 

REJECT IF 



SADDLE MOUNTS 
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►Any missing or 
ineffective fasteners 

►Loose mountings 

►Any cracks or breaks in 
a stress or load-bearing 
member 

►Horizontal movement 
between upper and 
lower saddle mount 
halves exceeds 1/4-inch 

REJECT IF 
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Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Regulations (FMCSR) 

Remember, you have a responsibility to the motorist and 
to the citizens of Texas to ensure that their vehicles are  

SAFE!   
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