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Disclaimer: The images in the Guide for First Time DL/ID Applicants are 
examples of documents that may be required to obtain a DL or ID card. 

The Driver 
License Division 
Guide for First 
Time DL/ID 
Applicants is 
designed as a 
visual aid to 
guide you 
through the 
Driver License 
(DL) and 
Identification 
(ID) card 
application 
process. 



As a first time 
Texas applicant,  
you will need 
to complete  
form DL-14A,  
the Application  
for Texas DL or  
ID card, before 
going to the 
office. 
 
For more 
information, visit 
DL-14A 
Application for Texas 
DL or ID card. 

Documents 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-14A.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-14A.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-14A.pdf


These are the 
basic steps in 
the DL and ID 
card first time 
application 
process. 

Steps 



Do you have  
one of these  
documents to  
prove identity?  
If not, then go  
to the next 
page. 
 
For a complete list of 
acceptable 
documents, visit 
How to apply for a 
Texas Driver License.  

Step 1 

Current License or ID card 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ApplyforLicense.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ApplyforLicense.htm


Step 1 

Skip this page if you 
already have an 
identity document on 
the prior page. 
 

Do you have an 
original or 
certified copy 
of one of these 
documents? If  
not, then go to  
the next page. 
 
For a complete list of 
acceptable 
documents, visit 
Identification 
Requirements. 

Originals or certified copies only 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/identificationrequirements.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/identificationrequirements.htm


Skip this page if you 
already have an 
identity document on 
the prior page. 

 

Do you have an 
original of one 
of these 
documents? If  
not, then go to  
the next page. 
 
For a complete list of 
acceptable 
documents, visit 
How to apply for a 
Texas Driver License.  

Step 1 

Identity Documents 

Naturalization Certificate 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ApplyforLicense.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ApplyforLicense.htm


Skip this page if you 
already have an 
identity document on 
the prior page. 

 

Do you have an  
original of one  
of these  
documents? If  
not, then visit  
the link below. 
 
For a complete list of 
acceptable 
documents, visit 
How to apply for a 
Texas Driver License.  

Step 1 

Identity Documents 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ApplyforLicense.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ApplyforLicense.htm


Do you have  
two documents 
for proof of   
residency in  
Texas with your 
name on it.  
The next three  
pages provide 
examples. 

For a complete list of 
acceptable 
documents, visit  
Texas Residency 
Requirement for 
Driver Licenses and 
ID Cards.  

Step 1

Texas Residency 

Utility bills and other documents must contain 
applicant’s name and residential address.  

https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm


Texas Residency 
document 
examples 
continued. 
 
For a complete list of 
acceptable 
documents, visit  
Texas Residency 
Requirement for 
Driver Licenses and ID 
Cards.  

Step 1 

Texas Residency 

Utility bills and other documents must contain 

applicant’s name and residential address 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm


Texas Residency 
document  
examples  
continued. If  
you don't have  
one of these 
documents, 
visit the link 
below. 
 

For a complete list of 
acceptable 
documents, visit 
Texas Residency 
Requirement for 
Driver Licenses and ID 
Cards.  

Texas Residency 

Step 1 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm


continued 
 

Your two Texas 
residency 
documents 
with your name 
on each, must 
be dated over 
30 days old but 
less than 90 
days old. 
 

For a complete list of 
acceptable 
documents, visit  
Texas Residency 
Requirement for DLs 
and ID cards.  

Residency documents timeline 

Step 1 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/residencyReqNonCDL.htm


Do you have  
proof of your  
Social Security  
Number (SSN)?  
If not, you will  
complete an 
affidavit at the  
driver license 
office. 
  
For a complete list of 
acceptable 
documents, visit 
Social Security 
Number. 

Step 1 

Social Security Number / Card 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ssn.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ssn.htm


Are you a teen  
applying for a  
Texas DL or ID  
for the first 
time? If yes,  
your parent or 
legal guardian  
must come 
with you. 
 

For more information 
on parent or legal 
guardian 
requirements, visit 
How to apply for a 
Texas Driver License 
as a Teen. 

Parent or legal guardian 

Step 1 

http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/teenDriver.htm
http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/teenDriver.htm
http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/teenDriver.htm


Do you own a 
vehicle? If so, 
you are 
required to 
show proof of 
Texas 
registration and 
insurance, in 
your name. 
 
For more 
information, visit 
Texas Department of 
Motor Vehicles. 

Vehicle registration and insurance 

Step 1 

https://renew.txdmv.gov/Renew/registrationrenewal/jsp/txdot_reg_ren_enter_vehicle_info.jsp
https://renew.txdmv.gov/Renew/registrationrenewal/jsp/txdot_reg_ren_enter_vehicle_info.jsp


If you are 
under 24 years 
of age, you 
must provide 
proof of Driver  
Education and  
school 
enrollment.  
 

For more 
information, visit 
Texas Department of 
Licensing & 
Regulation (TDLR) 
Driver Education & 
Driving Safety.    

Driver Education 

Step 1 

https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/DESSearch
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/DESSearch


You will be 
required to  
provide your  
Impact Texas  
Drivers (ITD)  
certificate of  
completion 
before you take 
the drive test. 
 
For more 
information, visit 
Impact Texas Drivers 
(ITD).   

Impact Texas Drivers (ITD) Program 

https://impacttexasdrivers.dps.texas.gov/
https://impacttexasdrivers.dps.texas.gov/


Communication issues with a Peace Officer 

If you have a 
communication 
barrier, you 
may be 
required to 
bring a 
physician’s 
statement to 
the Driver 
License office. 
 
For more 
information, visit 
Communication 
Impediment with a 
Peace Officer. 

http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/commImpedimentWithPO.htm
http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/commImpedimentWithPO.htm
http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/commImpedimentWithPO.htm


You will submit 
your DL-14A 
application, 
and swear or 
affirm the 
information 
you provide is 
true and 
correct. 
  
For more 
information, visit 
DL-14A 
Application for Texas 
DL or ID card. 

Swear or affirm to correctness of information 

Step 2 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-14A.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-14A.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-14A.pdf


continued 

 
You will be 
asked to 
provide two 
emergency 
contacts on 
your DL-14A 
application. 
 
For more 
information, visit 
DL-14A Application 
for Texas DL or ID 
card. 

Emergency Contact Information 

Step 2 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-14A.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-14A.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-14A.pdf


You will be  
asked if you 
want to join 
the Organ 
Donor Registry. 
If yes, your card 
will be printed 
with a Hero’s 
Heart symbol 
as a reminder 
of your choice 
to save lives.  
 

For more 
information, visit 
Donate Life Texas. 

Step 3 

Organ Donation 

https://www.donatelifetexas.org/faq/heart-on-my-card/


You will be 
asked to 
provide your 
home address 
to be listed on 
your DL or ID 
card, and an 
address your 
card will be 
mailed to, if 
different. 

Step 4 

Home and mailing address 



You will be 
asked to 
provide your 
signature for 
your DL or ID 
card. 

Step 5 

Signature 



You will be 
asked to 
provide your 
thumbprints 
for your DL or 
ID card. 

Step 6 

Fingerprints 



Your photo will 
be taken for 
your DL or ID 
card.  

Step 7 

Photograph / Picture 



Driver License 
offices accept 
the following 
forms of 
payment: 
credit card; 
check; money 
order, and 
*cash. 
 
*Cash is not accepted 
in the Big Lake Driver 
License office.  

Step 8 

Payment 



continued 

 

These are the 
basic fees for a 
Texas DL and ID 
card. 
 
For a complete list of 
DL, ID and CDL fees, 
visit Driver License 
Division Fees. 

Step 8 

Fees 

http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/fees.htm
http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/fees.htm


Vison test 
requirements 
are for DL 
applicants only. 

Step 9 

Vision Test 



continued 

 

You may be 
required to get 
an eye exam 
from a 
physician, if 
you do not pass 
the vision test 
at a Driver 
License office. 

Step 9 

Vision Test - Did not pass 



The computer 
or written test 
is required for 
new DL 
applicants, and 
DLs that are 
expired more 
than two years.  
 

This does not 
include some 
transfers of valid 
out of state 
licenses, or 
applicants tested 
by a registered 
third party tester. 

Step 10 

Knowledge Test 



continued 
 

As part of the 
vision, written 
and skills 
testing, a 
restriction may 
be added.  
 

These are a few 
of the common  
DL restrictions. 
 

For a complete list of 
DL restrictions, visit 
Driver License 
Endorsements and 
Restrictions. 

Restrictions 

Step 10 

http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/endrsRestrictions.htm
http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/endrsRestrictions.htm
http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/endrsRestrictions.htm


You will receive 
your card by 
mail, within 45 
days. 

Driver license / ID card mailed 



For more 
information on 
the DL or ID 
card 
application 
process, visit 
these 
resources. 

 How to Apply for a Texas DL (video) 
 What to Bring With You for a DL or ID card 
 What it Takes to Apply for a DL or ID card brochure 
 Texas Driver Handbook 
 Search for a Driver License office 
 Save Time and Avoid the Lines Get in Line, Online 
 Texas Driver License homepage 
 Customer Service Center FAQ’s 

Resources 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xgeFkBo-vI
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-15.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-57.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-7.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/administration/driver_licensing_control/rolodex/search.asp
https://www.dps.texas.gov/administration/driver_licensing_control/rolodex/getinlineonline.htm
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/faqs/index.htm

