
TX UCR-19
MONTHLY RETURN OF ARSON OFFENSES KNOWN TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

This report is authorized by law Title 28, Section 534, United States Code, and the enactment of the fiscal year 1979,
Department of Justice Authorization Bill S. 3151.  While you are not required to respond, your cooperation in using this form to
report all incidents of arson which become known to your department during the month will assist the FBI in compiling
comprehensive, accurate data on a timely basis.  Instructions appear on reverse side.
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MONTHLY RETURN OF ARSON OFFENSES KNOWN TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

Arson Definition

The offense of arson is defined by the national Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program to include any willful or malicious
burning or attempts to burn, with or without intent to defraud, a dwelling house, public building, motor vehicle or aircraft,
personal property of another, etc.

Instructions

In Column 2, report all arson incidents which occurred in your jurisdiction and became known to your department during
the month.  Use your law enforcement jurisdiction and not fire districts to determine if an arson incident should be scored
on your report.  Count all arsons even though the offenses may have occurred in conjunction with violent crimes reported
on the Return A.  Include attempts to commit arson.  Also, include "unfounded" reports of arson.

In Column 3, include all reports of arson which prove to be unfounded; those reports which prove upon investigation to be
baseless and no offense of arson was committed or attempted.

In Column 4, enter the number of actual offenses of arson.  This number is obtained by subtracting the number in Column
3 from the number in Column 2.  Include attempts to commit arson.

In Column 5, enter the total number of arson offenses which were cleared by arrest or exceptional means.

In Column 6, enter the number of arson offenses cleared by arrest or exceptional means involving only persons under 18
years of age.  This number is included in Column 5 and excludes those situations in which one or more of the persons
involved were 18 years of age or over.

In Column 7, enter the number of arson offenses listed in Column 4 which involve structures (A.-G. only) which were
uninhabited, abandoned, deserted, or not normally in use.

In Column 8, enter the estimated value of property damage for all arson offenses listed in Column 4.  Enter zero ($0) if no
property damage.

The UCR Handbook may be used as a guide to preparing this reporting with two exceptions:
1. The hierarchy rule will not apply in this additional report.  Any other Crime Index offenses occurring in

conjunction with an arson will be reported on the Return A and the arson will be reported on this
report.

2. If one of the property crimes occurs in conjunction with the arson, the value of the stolen property will
be reported on the Supplement to Return A and the property loss due to fire, smoke, water, or other
damage resulting from the arson will be reported in Column 8 of this report.

Each agency is requested to submit this arson form each month even if there are no arsons or attempted arsons to report.
(In those instances, please submit the form indicating "None" or zero (0) arson offenses.)

Any questions regarding this report may be addressed to Uniform Crime Reporting, Texas Department of Public Safety,
P.O. Box 4143, Austin, Texas  78765, (512) 424-2091.


