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  All Texas State Homeland Security Grant Program Points of Contact 

                           Urban Areas Security Initiatives (UASI) Points of Contact 

 

From:  Machelle Pharr 

  Deputy Assistant Director 

 

Subject: Federal Debarment and the Excluded Parties List System  

 

Effective Date: August 2, 2013 

 

Purpose  
 

In an effort to provide assurance to the Federal Government that the State of Texas and its sub-recipients 

comply with Federal Executive Order12549, 44 CFR § 13.35 (“Subawards to debarred and suspended 

parties”), and the Texas Uniform Grant Management System (UGMS), the Texas Department of Public 

Safety/Texas Homeland Security-State Administrative Agency requires all Homeland Security Grant 

Program subrecipients (to include all programs administered by the TXDPS/THS-SAA) check the debarment 

status of all vendors before contracting with or making any purchases with funds from any federal grant. 

 

The Excluded Parties Listing Systems (EPLS) is an electronic database of parties excluded from federal 

procurement and non-procurement programs and is located at https://www.SAM.Gov. The EPLS identifies 

those parties excluded throughout the U.S. Government (unless otherwise noted) from receiving Federal 

contracts or certain subcontracts and from certain types of Federal financial and nonfinancial assistance and 

benefits.  

 

The TXDPS/THS-SAA requires Subrecipents to develop a written policy and procedure in order to ensure 

that the EPLS system is utilized. A sample policy and procedure has been provided below. These provided 

samples are intended as a guide but can be modified and adopted: 

 

 

Policy 

 

Prior to procuring or entering into contract(s) for any goods/services, the subrecipient must check the 

debarment status of the vendor using the EPLS system (https://www.SAM.Gov) and document that 

http://www.epls.gov/
http://www.epls.gov/


verification has occurred. This policy applies to the procurement of all good(s) or service(s) regardless of 

unit price or quantity.  

 

Furthermore, because vendors are being removed and new ones added on a daily basis, subrecipients will be 

required to verify the vendor before issuing a new purchase order, blanket purchase order, contract or single 

time purchase.  

 

If verification has been performed prior to entering into multiple invoice or multiple billing period contracts, 

such as a yearly wireless phone subscription, then verification is not required prior to making each payment 

to the vendor.  However, verification should be performed prior to extending, renegotiating a follow-on 

contract, or entering into a new contract. 

 

Each Jurisdiction must have a written policy that includes the verification of vendors using the ELPS system 

prior to procuring or entering into contract(s) for any goods/services. 

 

Each jurisdiction is required to include the EPLS verification with reimbursement or advance requests 

submitted after August 26, 2013 as part of the supporting documentation. 

 

Example Policy: 

 

The County/City Purchaser shall verify debarment status of all vendors prior to utilizing Homeland Security 

funds, using the EPLS system (https://www.SAM.Gov) 

 

  

Procedures for Documentation 

 

Each subrecipient must be able to provide evidence that the debarment status of vendors has been verified 

before funds have been committed for a purchase or contract to the vendor. For purposes of HSGP 

reimbursements and advances a screen print of the SAM.Gov page indicating the vendor is not debarred 

provides that evidence.  

 

Example Procedures: 

 

Before Homeland Security funds may be spent, the County/City purchaser will: 

1. Go to the EPLS Website (https://www.SAM.Gov). 

2. The County/City Purchaser or their agent will search the EPLS system for the vendor. 

3.  If the vendor is found to be debarred, the vendor may not be used for procurements utilizing 

Homeland Security Grant Funds. 

4. If the vendor is found not be debarred, print the screen page and retain with the procurement 

documentation.  

5. A copy of the screen print indicating the vendor is not debarred, at the time of the procurement, must 

be included with the supporting documentation submitted to the Texas Homeland Security State 

Administrative Agency requesting reimbursement or advance.  

 

 

SAA Monitoring 

 

During monitoring and reviews, subrecipients must be able to provide proof of a written policy requiring 

verification of debarment status. Records of vendors verified should be retained for audit purposes (maintain 

a copy of the screen print verification from the EPLS website) throughout the record retention period for the 

particular grant.  

 

http://www.epls.gov/
http://www.epls.gov/


*Texas Uniform Grant Management System (UGMS)  III.  State Uniform Administrative Requirements For 

Grants and Cooperative Agreements Subpart C—Post-Award Requirements____.35 Subawards to 

debarred and suspended parties.  

 

 

“Grantees and subgrantees must not make any award or permit any award (subgrant or contract) at any tier to 

any party which is debarred or suspended or is otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation in 

federal assistance programs under Executive Order 12549, “Debarment and Suspension.”  A current list of 

“Parties Excluded from Procurement and Nonprocurement Programs” may be obtained from the 

federal General Services Administration in electronic form via modem or on the internet at 

http://www.EPLS.GOV State agencies are prohibited by the state appropriations act from purchasing 

goods or services with appropriated funds “from companies which have been found, in a judicial or 

state agency administrative proceeding, to be guilty of unfair business practices.”  The restriction on 

such purchases remains in effect for one year from the date of the determination of guilt. 
 


