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CODIScracks1,000th cold hit mark

The DNA databaseknown as CODI S passed ahuge milestonethefirst
of theyear—recording the 1,000th in-state cold hit.

“Coldhits’ areunexpected DNA matchesthat crack unsolved casesor
link multiple unsolved crimes. Infact, these Texas cases, including homi-
cidesand sexud assaults, may never havebeen solved if it wasn't for CODIS,

CODIS(Combined DNA Index System) isanationwide FBI database
used to match DNA of known criminal offenderswith biologica evidence
from crime scenes—or match evidence from different crime scenes.

“CODISand advancesin DNA technology have hel ped revolutionize
crime-fighting by targeting known offendersand linking additiona criminal
cases against them—often more seriousthan the original crimesfor which
they were convicted,” said DPS Director Col. ThomasA. DavisJr.

TheTexas CODI S database was established by the Texas L egidature
in1996. Thefirst cold hit wasrecorded in 1998, and the number of crimes
solved has been on the march upwards ever since.

All convicted fel ons sentenced to the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice, juvenilescommitted to the Texas Youth Commissionand all regis-
tered sex offenders must provideaDNA sample. The CODISLabinAus-
tin then analyzes the sampl e and downl oads theinformation into the data-
base. There are currently 282,000 offender recordsin the Texas CODIS
database.

Crime scene DNA evidenceis processed by DPS or other labsand
then submitted to the database for possible matches.

The number of cases solved by CODIS cold hitsisimpressive: 113
homicides, 536 sexual assaults, 410 burglariesand 61 robberies. (These
numbersinclude cold hitsthat solved non-Texas casesaswell.)

Therewereaso awidevariety of other matches, including assaults,
threats, auto theft, theft and hit and runs. Some cases cleared wrongly
convicted persons. Many of the offenderswere not incarcerated or were
about to be rel eased when the database matches took place.

Overdl, it wasabig year in 2006 for the DPS CODI S Lab—records
were set inthe number of cold hits(382), offender samplesanayzed and
samplesreceived.
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Dear fellow employee,

The80th session of the Texas
Legidatureisinfull swing. Many
of us here in Austin have been
spending alot of timetestifying
before various committees and
subcommittees, providinglegida
torsand staff with valuableinfor-
metion.

You'’ veno doubt heard about
many proposed changesto state
law. Someof thosechangeswould
bequitesgnificant. | wouldtel you
this: many morechangesarepro-
posed than actually end up hap-
pening by the time the session
ends o000 0O

| want towel comeyet another
recruit school to our midst March
18. Pleaseremember that we are
continuing to recruit for another
classinthefal. Weneed your help
tofill itwith quality applicants.

Wedlill have 15 employeeson
deployment to the military. Some
of them arein lrag and Afghani-
stan; othersare hereinthe States.
All of them are away from their
families. Pleasekegptheminyour
prayersand watch over their fami-

lies yAﬂ@/d/Ow))
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Awards

Sgt. Robert Ray Morris’,
NarcoticsMcAllen, expertiseincom-
bating drugtraffickingincommercid
vehiclesearned himaDirector’sCi-
tation. He hel ped identify numerous
drugtrafficking cellsthat utilizecom-
mercial vehiclesto transport drugs
for Mexican cartel soperating through
South Texas.

Since July 2001, Morris has
beendirectly involvedintheseizure
of more than 21,000 pounds of
marijuana, about 1,900 pounds of
cocaineand $2.6 millionincash. He
isalso credited with developing a
commercial vehicleenforcementin-
terdiction program that has hel ped
enhance drug interdiction efforts
throughout thenation. Sharing hisin-
formation and expertise with other
agencieshasresulted inidentifying
and dismantlinglargedrug smuggling
operations.

Sgt. Donald Clendennen, CIS
Austin, received aDirector’s Cita-
tion because of hisexpertiseinfraud
cases. Since July 2002, he hasbeen
involvedinsevera mgor crimind in-
vestigationsinvolving falserecords,
tamperingwith governmenta records
and manufacturing of counterfeit
documents—and, at times, counter-
terrorism. Theseinvestigationshave
included severa high-profile cases
involving state government employ-
€esor organi zationsassociated with
stategovernment.

Asaresult of theinvestigations,
morethan 20 people have beenin-
dicted or arrested, and morethan $1
million in cash and property have
been seized. Heisan active mem-

DPS online: www.txdps.state.tx.us

ber of the prestigiousAssociation of
Certified Fraud Examiners.

Tr. Andrew Peavy, CVE Hous-
ton, wasoff duty when he happened
upon acrash scenein Harris County
that would lead to hisDirector’s Ci-
tation. Anunconsciousdriver was
trappedinaHondaA ccord, andfire
wasVisibleunder the hood. It turns
out that driver had been street rac-
ing with another vehicle prior to the
collison. When Peavy first entered
thecar, thevictin' sfeet weretangled
withthebrakeand gaspeda sasthe
flamesadvanced over thehood. With
assistance from the other driver,
Peavy freed themanand dragged him
from the vehicle. The Honda was
quickly engulfedinfire, followed by
anexploson. Without Tr. Peavy’sde-
cigveactions, thevictimwould have
perishedinthefire,

Tr. David Crawford, HPBeau-
mont, was approached at agassta
tionin Jefferson County by awoman
asking for help for her mother.
Crawford went to theresidence be-
hind the business and found the
womean onthegroundwithout apulse
and not breathing. Tr. Crawfordim-
mediately beganto perform CPR.

With the assistance of alocal
deputy, Crawford performed CPR
for sx minutesuntil EM S personnel
arrived on the scene. He continued
to perform CPR another 14 minutes
while EMS personnel used a
defibulator and eventually trans-
ported thewoman. Shewasrevived
enrouteto thehospita and suffered
no brain damage from theincident.
For his critical role in saving the
woman's life, he was awarded a
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Director’sCitation.

Short Shots

SWAT tryouts

The DPS SWAT Team is seek-
ing applicants. Any commissioned
officer who resides or is stationed
within four contiguous counties of
Travisor Williamson counties may
apply. Interested candidates should
submit amemo, viaDepartment e-
mail,toLt. MikeTacquard or Lt.
David Franklin by March 31 stat-
ingtheir desiretotry out.

Diveteam looking for you

The DPSDive Recovery Team
isseeking applicantsfor tryouts. Any
commissioned THPtrooper wishing
to apply for consideration should
submit amemo through their chain
of command, forwardingtheorigina
directlytoLt. MikeTacquardinthe
THPChief’soffice. Youmust aso
notify Lt. Tacquard of your intent to
apply—eitherinpersonor by caling
512-424-2339. A diving certifica
tionisnot required.

Quarter Century Club

The Quarter Century Club Ban-
quet and Ladies Luncheon will be
held onApril 20inKnox Hall at the
TexasRanger Musaum inWeco. For
moreinformation, call Chief Judy
Brown at (512) 424-5232 or Jen-
nifer Hall at (512) 424-7297.

askthecolonel @txdps.state.tx.us



Mile Markers

Promotions
CLE

Joe Shane Byrd, Lt., CISEl
Paso to Capt., CISMidland.

HP

Seven Earl M cQuagge, Sqt.,
CVE Rivierato Lt., CVE Waco;
Andrea Beth Watson, Tr. II, HP
Hondoto Sgt., HP Corpus Chriti.

DL
GreggAllen Greer, Tr. 111, HP
Marshal to Sgt., DL Bryan.

Retirements

Don Ldand Graham, Sgt., HP
Sweetwater, 26 yrs., 11 mos., 22
days, Tony Mack McCollum, Sgt.,
HP Sulphur Springs, 26 yrs., 2mas.,
26 days, CharlesK enneth Bolton,
Custodian |1, HP Conroe, 8yrs., 1
mo., 13 days; Richard Lloyd
Kongable, Systems Analyst 1V,
IMSAustin, 2yrs.,, 9mos.; Michael
Eugene Tandy, Capt., Narcotics
Svc. Houston, 29 yrs., 1 mos., 24
days; Pedro Masiel, Sen. Cpl.,
CVEVictorig, 25yrs,, 11 mos,, 24
days, Patricia Mizzell Parrish,
Clerk IV, HRAugtin, 13yrs.,, 8mos,
21 days; Daisy L. McDonald,

Fitness
Corner

Eating for energy

Being prepared for duty either behind the desk or behind the wheel
requires plenty of rest and energy. Oneway to boost your daily energy level
isby eating and drinking hedlthy foodsand liquids.

Hereare sometipsfor ahealthy energy boosting diet:

MDrink an average of eight glasses of water daily to stay hydrated.

MEat plenty of oatmedl for both its provided energy and solublefiber.

MEat foodslike spinach, baked beans and lean beef, which will pro-
videyouwithironinyour diet for better red blood cell oxygen transport and

for avoiding anemia-level deficiencies.

MGo for hedthy energy carbohydrates such asfruits, vegetables, whole

grainsand lower-fat milk products.

MHave healthy proteinsin your diet for long-lasting energy by eating
foodssuch aslow-fat cottage cheese, tuna, nutsand turkey.
MDistributeyour caloriesequaly among breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Don't:

XISkip meals, especialy breakfast. Doing sowill depriveyour brain of
theglucoseit needsand increasesyour risk of alackluster morning.

[xIConsume added sugar (in coffee, tea, ceredl, etc.)

[xIEat fried foodsand other foodshighinfat.

Drink sodas or sweetened beverages.

[XIAvoid vegetables. You need the energy, vitaminsand fiber they pro-

videinyour diet.
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Clerk IV, MVT Austin, 13 yrs., 4
mos., 29 days.

Deaths

ErvinWatts, ret. Patrolman, HP
Rockwall (Aug.1948 —July 1973)
died January 27, 2007; Carl Wayne
Mayfield, Sgt., HP San Angelo
(Jan.1984 — Jan. 2007) died Janu-
ary 20, 2007; Norman Ray Rust,
ret. Custodian |11, HPDel Rio (May
1985 — June 2005) died January 3,
2007; Tommy Jack Moseley, ret.
Patrolman|l, HPElgin (Jan.1956 —
Feb. 1980) died February 8, 2007.
Dalia Trevino, Admin. Asst. 111,
CrimeRecords ServiceAugtin(May
17,1985—Feb. 14, 2007) died Feb-
ruary 14, 2007.

Whatz-1t, ret. K-9, HP Conroe
(1992 - 2002) died January 30,
2007.

On the
mend...

Best wishesfor a speedy recov-
ery fromline-of-duty injuriesgoto:

Tr. Steve Sone, HP Tyler,
shot by suspects;

Tr. Ralphfell Watkins, HP
Plano, injuredinavehiclecrash;

Sgt. Shannon Hender son,
NarcoticsAlpine, injuredinave-
hiclecrash;

Tr. Brian Kemp, HP Beau-
mont, i njured arresting suspect;

Tr. Juan Sandoval, CVE
Laredo, injured during a traffic
stop.
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Promotional exams set

The competitive examinations for the following positions will be conducted at the DPS Regional Headquar -
ters offices, unless otherwise indicated.

(Region 1 examinationswill be conducted at Eastfield College Campus, Building “S” Room 101, 3737 Motley
Dr. in Mesqguite. Region 2 examinationswill be conducted at the Houston Farm & Ranch Club (McAnelly Building)
at One Abercrombie Drive, Houston. Region 7 examinations will be conducted in the William B. Travis Building,
1701 N. Congress (Room 1.104) in Austin. Parking will be on the top level of state parking garage “R” located at
1706 San Jacinto in Austin. Region 8 examinationswill be conducted at the Hidalgo County Sheriff’s Office, 715 E.

El Cibolo Road in Edinburg).

Monday, March 5 at 8 a.m.
Supervisor Police Communica

tion Facility, Communications

Service

**CLE Auditorium in Austin**
Oral Board will convene at the

THP Division Conference Room on

Tuesday, March 6

Tuesday, March 27, at 8 am.
Captain, Highway Patrol
Lieutenant, Highway Patrol
Lieutenant, Texas Rangers
Sergeant, Highway Patrol
Sergeant, Texas Rangers

Tuesday, March 27, at 1:30 p.m.
Captain, Driver License
Lieutenant, Criminal Intelligence
Lieutenant, Driver License
Sergeant, Driver License
Sergeant, Criminal Intelligence

Service

Wednesday, March 28, at 8 a.m.

Lieutenant, Administration
Divison

Captain, Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement

Lieutenant, Motor Vehicle Theft
Service

Lieutenant, Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement

Sergeant, Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement

Sergeant, Narcotics Service

The Oral Examining Board will
convene at the Texas Department of
Public Safety Law Enforcement Pro-
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motional System Conference Room
beginning at 8 am. as follows:

Captain, Driver License, Mon-
day, April 2

Lieutenant, Highway Patrol,
Wednesday, April 4

Lieutenant, Texas Rangers,
Thursday, April 5

Lieutenant, Commercia Vehicle
Enforcement, Tuesday, April 10

Lieutenant, Criminal Intelligence
Service, Wednesday April 11

Lieutenant, Driver License,
Thursday, April 12

Lieutenant, Motor Vehicle Theft
Service, Friday, April 13

Sergeant, Driver License,
Monday, April 16

Sergeant, Highway Patrol,
Tuesday, April 19

Lieutenant, Administration
Division, Monday, April 19

Sergeant, Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement, Thursday, April 26

Sergeant, Criminal Intelligence
Service, Wednesday, May 2

Sergeant, Texas Rangers,
Thursday, May 2

Sergeant, Narcotics Service
Monday, May 7, 2007

The Oral Examining Board will
convene at the Texas Highway Patrol
Division Conference Room beginning
at 8:30 am. asfollows: Theinterview
board starting time for this board
may be adjusted due to schedule
conflicts. Candidateswill benotified
of any changes.
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Captain, Highway Patrol, Wednes-
day, April 11

The Oral Examining Board will
convene at the Texas Highway Patrol
Division Conference Room beginning
at 1 p.m. as follows: The interview
board starting time for this board
may be adjusted due to schedule
conflicts. Candidateswill benotified
of any changes.

Captain, Commercia Vehicle
Enforcement, Wednesday, April 11

The application form HR-106
should be submitted directly to the
Human Resources Bureau. Appli-
cants must also submit a copy of form
HR-106 to their Service Commander
through proper channels. Only those
candidateswho arequalified will be
able to compete in the written ex-
aminations.

Applications should be addressed
to the Human Resources Bureau, MSC
0251, Texas Department of Public
Safety, Box 4087, Austin, Texas
78773, faxed to 512-424-5627, or e-
mailed through DPS e-mail system to
“Tierra Porter” and should be re-
ceived no later than 5 p.m. on Fri-
day, March 16.

Announcements are forthcoming
and will be placed in Outlook at Public
Folders/All Public Folders/Law En-
forcement Promotions. Application
form HR-106 can befound in Outlook.
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