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Troopers now armed with computers

Wirelesstechnology iscomingto aDPS patrol car near you, asthein-
car computer program rollsout across Texas.

Commercid VehicleunitsinRegionsl, 11 and 111 dready havethein-car
computersand they are being outfit- —
tedinHighway Patrol carsin Region
V. Within 18 months, all black and
whiteunitsand sergeant vehiclesin
theHighway Petrol Divisonwill pa-
trol Texas roadways with the new
technology. TheTexasRangersand : _
Crimina Law Enforcementdivisons - =
area so testing the software applications.

Theadditional crime-fighting tool wasapproved by theTexasLegida-
turein 2007 and it givestroopersadirect link with Communications per-
sonnel. Trooperscan accessthe Traffic Law Enforcement Telecommunica
tionsSystem (TLETS) and driver licenseinformation on their touch-screen
monitor.

“Thisputsthe Department on the cutting edgeand movesuslight years
forward inour law enforcement capabilities,” said DPSDirector Col. Tho-
masDavisJr.

Red timederts, digita photographsand homeland security information
will all beavailableat troopers' fingertips. It will also makeit easier to
identify wanted personsand stolen vehidesand equipsunitswith GPS (Globa
Pogitioning System) technol ogy.

Last month, just daysafter being deployed, the computershel ped track
an 80-mile pursuit near Amarillo asthe suspect navigated dirt roads. With
the GPS system, Communi cations personnel saw the chaseunfold and helped
position Highway Patrol unitsand bring the pursuit to anend.

Another exampleof how the system helps: aCV E trooper in Lubbock
pulled up adriver license photo after acommercid vehicledriver gavewhat
turned out to be a phony name. With the DL photo at his disposal, the
trooper realized the deception, determined theman didn’t haveadriver
licenseand madean arrest.
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Dear fellow employee,

As you know, the Depart-
ment implemented Physical
Readinessand Job Task Scenario
Testing in 2006 to comply with
legidativerequirementsinorder to
participate in the promotional
process, obtain a career-pay
progressonor receivealegidative
saary increase.

Mandatory testing started on
Sept. 1, 2007. If you have not
yet participated, you must
complete all testing prior to
March 1, 2008. Contact your
PRT field coordinator or the
Recruiting Office to reserve a
testing time.

We now are at the point
where commissioned employees
must meet 90 percent of the
gandard. InFY 2009, dl commis-
soned employeeswill berequired
to meet 100 percent of the
standard.

| expect that each of you has
beentrainingfor thistesting. Asl
havesaidinthepast, being physi-
calyfitisgoodfor DPS. Butit's
even better for you, because of the
health benefitsyou will enjoy by
participatinginaregular exercise

programy Aw,d OM))
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Awards

Chief Burton Chrigtian, Admin-
istration Austin, receilved aMedd of
Meritin recognition of hiscontribu-
tionstoward oneof the Department’s
most important goals: recruiting
qudified trooper-trainee applicants.

The Department will havetorun
at least fiverecruit schoolsover the
next two yearstofill morethan 600
anticipated vacancies. Among the
improvementsto therecruiting pro-
cessthat Christian engineered are
year-round testing andinterviewing,
aninternship program that employs
qudified applicantsuntil thenext re-
cruit school begins, pre-setting start-
ing datesfor spring and fall recruit
schoolsand diligently advertisngin
rural newspapers and on military
bases.

During floodinginFisher County,
Tr. Todd Adkins, HP Sweetwater,
and Game Warden Justin Valchar
responded to acall about avehicle
that had been swept off of FM 57.
Whenthey arrived onthescene, they
saw avehicleinthefloodwaters. An
elderly man wastrapped insdeand
water wasrushing into the car win-
dow. GameWarden Va char secured
himself with atow strap and waded
into thewater to rescuethe man.

However, hehad difficulty, soTr.
Adkinswaded into thewater with-
out asafety lineand made hisway to
thevehicle. They wereabletofree
thevictim from the car. Game War-
den Valchar lost hisfooting and was
swept away. Hewas pulled to safety
by people on the shore. Tr. Adkins
held onto thevehicleand thevictim
and was able to secure the victim
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withaninflatablelifevest that volun-
teer firefightersthrew to him. The
firefighters got a fire hose to the
trooper, whotiedittothevictim. The
firefightersthen pulled both thevic-
tim and the trooper to safety. Tr.
Adkinsreceived aDirector’s Cita-
tion and Game Warden Valchar re-
celved aDirector’'sAward for sav-
ingtheman'slife.

Arriving a atwo-vehiclehead-on
crashon US59in VictoriaCounty,
Tr.Chrigian W. Fogal, HPVictoria,
saw aFord Tauruswith theengine
compartment fully engulfedinflames
Bystanderstold Tr. Fogal that aper-
sonwasstill insidethevehicle. He
ran to the vehicle, where he saw
Adan Sanchez Navor, who wasun-
consciousand pinnedinthecar. Tr.
Fogd triedto hold off theflameswith
hisfireextinguisher, but they weretoo
intense. Asmore of the car burned,
he received assistance from two
passersby and thethree of them man-
aged to pull Mr. Navor out of the
vehicle. Tr. Fogal and Tr. Donnie
Bolton, HPVictoria, administered
CPR until EMS arrived on scene.
Unfortunately, Mr. Navor did not
aurvivehisinjuriesfromthecrash. Tr.
Fogal received aDirector’sCitation
for hisefforts.

A Director’s Citation was
awarded to Cpl. Royal Andrew
McMullen, CVE El Paso, for his
off-duty effortsinsavingthelifeof a
man who almost drowned. Cpl.
McMullenand hisfamily werecamp-
ing at Elephant Butte Lakein New
Mexico, when hiswife heard some-
oneyelingfor help. Cpl. McMullen
went downtothelake, whichwasa
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On the
mend...

Best wishesfor a speedy recov-
ery fromline-of-duty injuriesgoto:

Sgt. Donald Clendennen,
CLEAustin, injuredwhilearrest-
ing afleeing suspect;

Tr. Andrew Conquest, HP
Audtin; injuredwhilearrestinga
suspect;

Tr. Timothy Godwin, HP
Decatur; injuredwhilearrestinga
suspect;

Tr. Carlos Rodriguez, HP
Wed aco, injuredinfoot pursuit;

Tr. Robert Rosamond, CVE
El Paso, injured during astruggle.

quarter of a mile away from their
campsite. When he arrived at the
lake, he saw ayellow raft without
anyoneinit about 200 yardsfrom
shore. A 17-year-old man had swum
from shore attempting to recover the
raft, which had drifted away. The
water was extremely cold, and the
young man had been in the water
about 15 minutes and was becom-
ing exhausted and hypothermic. Cpl.
McMullen swamtotheraft and then
paddled the raft to the victim. He
pulled thevictim ontothesideof the
raft and paddled back to shore. Once
onshore, Cpl. McMullentreated this
victim for shock and hypothermia
and then transported him from the
shoretoanearby emergency vehicle.
Thevictimrecoveredfully. Theyoung
man’sguardian said that shedid not
believethat hewould have survived
if Cpl. McMullenhad not beenat the
scene.
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Briefs

Quarter Century Club

Thenext Quarter Century Club
banquet will behddinWaco a Knox
Hal on Friday, April 11. Stay tuned
for further details! Call Jennifer
Hall at 512-424-7297 if you have
any questions.

SWAT officer sneeded

SWAT will beconducting tryouts
in March 2008. All commissioned
officerswho work or residewithin
four contiguouscountiesof Travisor
Williamson may apply. Applicants
must submit amemao through their
chain of command with endorse-
mentsthrough their major. Appli-
cants should contact Lt. David
Franklin, CISAustin, at 512-997-
4195for additiond information.

Mile Markers

Promotions

THP

Jeremy Christopher Nordloh,
Lt., CVE Houston to Capt. CVE
Corpus Christi; Terry Dwayne
Truett, Sgt., HPHuntsvilleto Lt.,
HP Conroe; Brandon Edward
Speed, Cpl. 1, HP Odessato Sgt.,
HP El Paso-East; Jeremy J. E.
Rowland, Tr. I, HPRefugioto Sgt.,
HPAlice

Jeremiah LeeRichards, Tr. I,
HP Bryan to Sgt., HP Liberty;
HughieLeon Clark, Jr., Tr. 111, HP
Pindandto Sgt., HPAustin-Capitol;
Douglas Brian Hart, Tr. Il, HP
Mineral Wells to Sgt., HP
Westherford-South; Walter Timo-
thy Marlatt, Tr. I, HPSanAngelo
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to Sgt., HP Snyder; Joshua Scott
Mason, Tr. 11, HPAtlantato Sgt.,
HPUvade;

Christopher Dean Frog, Tr. |1,
HPWacoto Sgt., HPL aredo-South;
Kevin Wayne Gray, Tr. IV, HP
Clarksville to Sgt., HP Cotulla;
Rowland David Adkins, Tr. 1I, PH
Bastrop to Sgt., HP Harlingen;
Regina Rose Sutton, Oper. Il,
Comm. Svc. Midland to Supv.,
Comm. Svc. Midland,;

DL
Quirino Reyes, Sgt., DL Aus-
tintoLt., DL Waco.

Rangers

Jeffery Don Robertson, Sgt.,
Rangers San Antonioto Lt., Rang-
ers Laredo; Freeman Fleming
Martin, Sgt., RangersHouston to
Lt., RangersAustin-HQ); Dewayne
Alan Dockery, Sgt., Rangers
Decatur toLt., RangersMcAllen;

Jeffrey Sedwick Smithwick,
Sgt., Narcotics Sve. Corpus Chrigti
to Sgt., Rangers M cAllen; Phillip
DuaneDitto, Sgt., HP Hereford to
Sgt., Rangers Dumas; Jose Noe
Diaz, Sgt., Narcotics Svc. Houston
to Sgt., RangersRio Grande City;

Seven Wayne Jeter, Sgt., HP
Texarkanato Sgt., Rangers Hous-
ton; JesusJoseValdez, Sgt., MVT
SanAntonioto Sgt., RangersMid-
land; Wende Olivia Wakeman,
Sgt., Narcotics Sve. Houston to Sgit.,
Rangers Conroe; Danny Lee
Briley, Sgt., HP Stephenvilleto Sqt.,
RangersWaxahachie;

Victor Lynn Patton, Sgt., CIS
Shermanto Sgt., RangersMt. Pleas-
ant; Jamie ShaneDowns, Sgt., HP
Brownsville to Sgt., Rangers
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Brownfield; Brent LeeDavis, Tr.
[1, HPAthensto Sgt., Rangers Tyler;
LauraLynn Simmons, Sgt., CIS
Garlandto Sgt., RangersGreenville,

Kip Baer Westmoreland, Sgt.,
Narcotics Svc. Rosenburg to Sgt.,
Rangers Eastland; ThomasJason
Kinerd, Sgt., Narcotics Svc. Hurst
to Sgt., Rangers Alpine; Jason
Christopher Taylor, Sgt., CIS
Houston to Sgt., Rangers\Waco;

Stacy James McNeal, Sgt.,
Narcotics Svc. Laredo to Sgt.,
Rangers Laredo; John Thomas
Vance, Sgt., HP Marshall to Sgt.,
Rangers Sul phur Springs; Michael
Gregory Parker, Sgt., CISEl Paso
to Sgt., Rangers El Paso; James
Bennett Holland, Lt., HP Conroe
to Sgt., Rangers Decatur.

CLE

James Warren Behrens, Tr.
11, HPKerrvilleto Sgt., MVT Aus-
tin; Andrew Sephen Priddy, Tr.V,
CVE Aliceto Sgt., MVT Corpus
Christi; Kenneth Michael Gar za,
Tr. 11, HP Corpus Christi to Sgt.,
MVT CorpusChrigti;

Brian Paul Wilson, Sgt., HP
Odessa to Sgt., MVT Beevilleg;
James Wilson Jones, Tr. 111, HP
New Braunfels to Sgt., MVT
Laredo; Augustin Valdez, Tr. I,
RLS San Antonio to Sgt., MVT
Laredo; Eric Fournier, Tr. [l, HP
El Pasoto Sgt., MV T El Paso;

Janet AlaneNichals, Tr. I, HP
Brownfield to Sgt. MVT El Paso;
Michael Scott Meeks, Tr. I, HP
Dentonto Sgt., MV T El Paso; Rob-
ert Delton Hitt, Tr. 11, HPLubbock
to Sgt., CISAmarillo; Billy James
M cCloskey, Cpl. 11, HPColumbus
to Sgt., CISAudtin;
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Mile Markers, cont. fromp. 3

Orlando Trenell Mayers, Tr.
[11, DL Houstonto Sgt., CISLaredo;
DugtinM.Harrod, Sgt., HPLufkin
to Sgt., CIS El Paso; Alfredo
Salcido, Sgt., DL Humbleto Sgt.,
CISLaredo; Jeffrey R. Srain, Tr.
I, HPMidlandto Sgt., CIS Laredo;

Brant Lamun Doddy, Tr.Il, HP
Tyler to Sgt., CISEIl Paso; Michael
Dewayne Hubbard, Cpl. IIl, HP
Bryan to Sgt., CIS Eagle Pass;
Christopher Michael Callas, Tr.
I, HPLufkinto Sgt., CISAlpine;

Ralph Edward John Ohland,
Tr. I, HPBryan to Sgt., Narcotics
Svc. McAllen; Jesus Fidel Pena,
Tr. 111, DL McAllento Sgt., Narcot-
icsSvc. McAllen; Robert Pena, Tr.
I, HPWaco to Sgt., Narcotics Svc.
McAllen; Clayton Crumbley
Cohea, Tr. Il, HP Sinton to Sgt.,
NarcoticsSvc. McAllen;

John DouglasCortines, Tr. I,
HP Nacogdoches to Sgt., Narcot-
icsSvc. McAllen; Michael David
Webb, Tr. I, HP Sweetwater to
Narcotics Svc. Eagle Pass, Randy
Aguirre, Cpl. I, HP Beeville to
Sgt., NarcoticsSve. McAllen,

Matthew John Swinney, Cpl.
[, HP Odessa to Sgt., Narcotics
Svc. El Paso; Victor TyroneMor-
ris, Tr. Il, CVE D€l Rio to Sqt.,
Narcotics Svc. Eagle Pass, Myles
Patrick Holland, Tr. 11, HPLufkin
to Sgt., Narcotics Svc. McAllen;
Ricardo Huerta, Tr. IlI, HP
McAllen to Sgt., Narcotics Svc.
McAllen; CarlonA. Sapleton, Tr.
I1, Corsicanato Sgt., Narcotics Svc.
El Paso;

Paul David Smith, Tr. 1lI, HP
Greenvilleto Sgt., Narcotics Svc.
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Eagle Pass;, Gary Steven Cash,
Cpl. 1, HP Houston to Sgt., Nar-
coticsSvc. Alpine; Abraham Rivas
Gonzales, Tr. 111, HPKilleento Sgt.,
Narcotics Svc. Laredo.

Retirements

Oscar Javier Guzman, Sgt.,
Governor Protective Svc. Audtin, 26
yrs., 5mos,, 20 days, Nancy Carall
O’Neal, Tech. DL Cuero, 32 yrs,,
4 mos., 6 days; Raymond Terrill
King, Lt., HP Waco, 26 yrs,, 11
mos., 17 days; Israel Zamora
Camacho, Sen. Tr. CVE SanAnto-
nio, 25yrs., 6 mos., 22 days,

Jeffery Glenn Cook, Sgt.,
RangersRichmond, 23 yrs., 6 mos,
18 days, Carlton Ray Scott, Sgt.,
CIS Austin, 22 yrs., 11 mos., 22
days, David Lynn Doyle, Capt.,
CVE Corpus Christi, 30 yrs., 24
days,

James Wayne Haney, Sgt.,
CVE Amarillo, 29 yrs., 7 mos., 7
days; Michael Wayne Fincher,
Sgt., CISBryan, 27 yrs., 11 mos.,
23 days, William David Warren,
Sgt., DL Garland, 26 yrs., 11 mos.,
17 days; Cleo Venegas Smith,
Admin. Asst. 111, Narcotics Svc.
WichitaFalls, 26 yrs., 4 mos,;

Paul Ballard Braden, Sgt., HP
San Antonio, 23 yrs., 11 mos., 20
days,; John Andrew Martin, Sgt.,
Rangers San Antonio, 21 yrs., 6
mos., 20 days; Rebecca Ann
Galey, Tech., DL Snyder, 16 yrs,;

Homer K. Winger, Mainte-
nance Worker, HPMidland, 10yrs,,
Evelyn Sharon Wells, Reception-
ist, HPHurst, 6 yrs., 9mos., Ralph
Edward Hicks, Tech., DL Waco, 6
yrs., 1 mo.; Kevin Lee Largent,
Sen. Cpl., HP Lufkin, 28 yrs., 10
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mos., 20 days; Sandra Marie
Blaha, Operator II, Comm. Svc.
Austin, 27 yrs., 2mos., 19 days,

Henry August Muenich, Jr.,
Worker 11, Training Austin, 18yrs,,
8 mos., 10 days;, Angie Moreno
Clark, Admin.Asst., DL Humble, 16
yrs., 7mos., 29 days; Allen Keith
Miller, Tr., HP Austin, 6 yrs., 2
mos., 29 days,

JerrieArneciaReece, Admin.
Asst. 11, DL Conroe, 13yrs.,, 8mos.,,
David Montgomery Hullum, Sgt.,
Rangers Eastland, 23 yrs., 7 mos,,
20 days.

Deaths

Virginia Kathryn Ford, ret.
Admin. Tech., HP Victoria (Aug.
1976-Sept. 1993) died Dec. 28,
2007; William Quinn, ret. Ranger
Navasota (Aug. 1948-Dec. 1987)
died Dec. 31, 2007; Kenneth R.
Triplett, ret. HPSgt. Corsicana(Jan.
1957-June 1992) died Jan. 10,
2008; Linda Kibler, DL Tech
Lewisville (Feb. 2007-Jan. 2008)
died Jan. 13, 2008.

Retiree e-mail news list

The Public Information Office
sends occasional e-mailswith DPS
news, such asfunerals, toretirees.
Toget onthee-mail list, please send
your name and e-mail addressto:
telamange@txdps.state.tx.us.

March Chaparral: Don’'t Miss!

Besureto seethe March 2008
issueof the Chaparral, whichwill
discussthe new statewideinsur-
ance database and other issues
facing the Department.
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