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Domestic marijuana eradication
eliminates 760,000 plants in 2001

M orethan 760,000 marijuanaplantsgrowing in Texaswere eradi-
cated in 2001 by DPS officers, the Texas Air National Guard, the
Drug Enforcement Administration and local law enforcement agen-
cies. Most plants were growing wild, but 48,700 others were culti-
vated outdoors or indoors by marijuana traffickers. DPS investiga-
tions into marijuana cultivation (indoor and outdoor) resulted in the
arrests of 160 people and the seizure of 77 firearms.

The domestic marijuana eradication (DME) program has oper-
ated in Texas since 1987.

Domestic marijuana eradication by the DPS, the Air National
Guard, local law enforcement agencies and the DEA has helped make
Texasasafer place. Thisisaprogram that shows definite, immediate
results. Many burglariesand other crimesaredirectly related to drugs
and drug use.

The DEA providesoperational, financial and technical assistance
to the program.

Please see DME on page 4

EMS employees still responding
to Tropical Storm Allison aftermath

A group of dedicated individuals from the Emergency Manage-
ment Service have been working since June to assist 31 counties
flooded by Tropical Storm Allison.

Thefollowing employeeshave workedin
the Houston Disaster Field Office since June
11: State Coordinating Officer Duke
Mazurek; Individual Assistance Officer Joan
Peschke; Public Assistance Officers Rich-
ard Boltz, Ben Patter son and John L atham;
and State Mitigation Officer Edward G. Klaus.
Mazurek and Peschkereturned to Autinin late
November. Boltz, Patterson and L atham remain in Houston.

Several reservists for the Division spent many months assisting

Please see T.S. Allison on page 4
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Dear Fellow Employee,

The new year bringsusall an oppor-
tunity to make various resolutions. |
would hope that each of you would re-
solve to make sure that you and your
loved ones are as saf e as possible. Wear
your seatbelt--and make sure that ev-
eryone in your vehicle is wearing one.
If you know someone who needs assis-
tance in making sure that car seats are
properly installed, please remember that
amost all SES troopers are certified in
car seat installation. DPSwill sponsor a
number of car seat clinicsin al six re-
gions this spring. Be sure to take ad-
vantage of them.

o o 0 00

Also facing new experiencesare 125
trooper-traineeswhowill be starting their
careers with the DPS on January 7 in
the 2002-A School. Please join me in
welcoming them into the DPS family.

o o 0 00

One last reminder: The deadline to
order DPS Anniversary books is
Wednesday, January 30. You will find
an order form in your pay envelope.

o o 0 00

We all remain on alert for possible
terrorist attacks--keep up the good work.
If you see anything suspicious or you
are aware of anything that might be
helpful in the criminal investigation,
please adert the Special Crimes investi-
gatorsin your area.

e 1 )
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Awards

Antonio Salinas Jr., Alberto Leroy
Moya, Rolando Moya and Robert
Espericueta all received Director’'s
Awardsfor their actionsimmediately
following the collapse of the Queen
I sabellaCauseway in September. The
four were fishing close to the bridge
and were the first to respond to the
scene. Immediately calling 911, they
used flashlights, spotlightsand flares
to warn oncoming motorists. Their
quick action saved the lives of three
crash victims and countless others
who might have otherwise plunged
into the waters of the Intercoastal
Canal. Thefour fishermen pulled the
three survivors out of the water and
administered first aid before trans-
porting them to the Coast Guard Sta-
tion. They were nominated by Sgt.
Raul Vargas, HP Brownsville, and
Sgt. Rolando Castaneda, Texas
Rangers Company D Brownsville.

Theentirecrew of theU.S. Coast
Guard Cutter Mallet was nominated
for a Director’'s Award by Lt. Lynn
Dixon, Training Austin, for their valu-
ableassistancefollowing the collapse
of the Queen | sabella Causeway. The
Mallet responded to the accident
scenewithin hoursof theinitia colli-
sion, and the crew was conducting
operations when the third section of
the bridge fell. Their quick response
wasresponsiblefor preventing thein-
jury of rescue personnel. The Mallet
offered its assistance as a dive plat-
form and recovery crane, and worked
with the DPS Dive Team to develop
and execute recovery plans for the
victimsand their vehicles.

Without the help of the Mallet
crew, the recovery operation would
have been beyond the capability of the
DPS dive team. The USCGC Mallet
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crew roster: Paul D. Inskeep, Of-
ficer in Charge; Robert J. Harlacher,
Executive Petty Officer in Charge;
David W. Henderson; Christopher R.
Nutt; Jose R. Palacios; Jeffrey A.
Lester; Rusty L. Wisenbaker; Scott
A. Baumgartner; Chris M.
Blanchette; Christian J. Osborne;
Richard J. Moore; and Joseph B.
Bucciero, Lance C. Benedict; and
Jason W. Anderson.

Garland Crime Lab DNA analyst
John Donahue and DNA Supervi-
sor Lorna Beasley were presented
Division Chief’s Awards on Novem-
ber 29 for their outstanding work in
using DNA analysisto solvehomicide
and sexual assault casesin the north
Texas area during 2000 and 2001.

Excerptsfrom letters sent to DPS
from fifth graders at St. Austin
Cathalic School after the Sept. 11
attack:

...You probably heard about the
newsin New York and Washington
D.C. | know you are helping. We
al (haveto) be strong and brave. Is
it fun being a state trooper? | think
itscoal ...

... | think you do a great job. I've
seen you on the highway. You guys
have really cool cars. | was a state
trooper for Halloween when | was
three. Seeyou on 1-35.....

...1 thinkit'sreally neat that you help
out all over the state. You have a
big part of the heart of Texas. Thank
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Short Shots

New requirements set for
trooper-trainee recruits

Trooper education requirements
have been increased to aminimum of
75 semester hours from an accred-
ited college or university--15 hours
more than the prior minimum of 60
hours.

oy e
may still be Q[%
substituted for
education,
DPS now re-
quires such
applicants to have an additional six
months of actual on-the-job work ex-
perience. For example, to qualify for
the academy an applicant with no col-
lege credit must have at least 30
months experience in law enforce-
ment or as a correctional officer or
jailer. Applicants substituting law en-
forcement experience must have a
high school diploma, or aGED cer-
tificateand 12 college semester hours
(with aminimum 2.0 grade point av-
erage).

Applicants with 60 to 74 semes-
ter hours need only six months work
experience. Substitution of military
service for education increased from
2410 30 months, and qualifiesfor the
required 75 semester hours. Appli-
cable work experience was amended
to include employment as a correc-
tional officer with the Texas Youth
Commission.

Requirements for trooper-train-
eeswill increase again for fiscal year
2003. Applicants will be required to
have aminimum of 90 semester hours
of qualifying education, and thework
experience substitution ratioswill in-
crease. Military experience as a sub-
stitution for the educati on requirement
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will increaseto 36 months.

Nar cotics reorganization

The DPS Narcotics Service is
now divided intofour regionswith as-
sistant field commanderswho report
directly tothe Narcotics Service Com-
mander in Austin. Seven additional
field captain positionsalso werecre-
ated. The moves were made after
DPS assumed operational oversight
of state narcotics task forces at the
request of the Governor’s office.
DPS will provide standardization of
policies, but control of eachtask force
will remain with local project direc-
tors and advisory boards.

Bikes for tykes

Santa came early for some stu-
dentsof Reilly Elementary near DPS
Headquarters in Austin. Special
Crimes personnel refurbished nine
donated bicycles and presented the
bikes (and helmets) to underprivileged
kids at a December ceremony.
Lonnie Milligan, DL Austin, was
instrumental in providing repair work
on the project.

Quarter Century Club

The annual meeting of the DPS
Quarter Century Clubwill be Friday,
April 12 attheRed Lion Hotdl in Aus-
tin. Additional information will be
available soon.

continued on page 4

Mile Markers

Promotions
CLE

Jose Adan Mora, Capt., Nar-
cotics Houston to Asst. Commander,
Narcotics Houston; James Walter
Brubaker, Capt., Narcotics Austin
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to Asst. Commander, Narcotics San
Antonio; Earl Weldon McNeil, Jr.,
Capt., Narcotics Lubbock to Asst.
Commander, Narcotics L ubbock;

Lawrence Curtis Marshall,
Jr., Capt., Special CrimesGarlandto
Asst., Commander, Narcotics Gar-
land; Richard Médville Blake, Lt.,
Special Crimes Houston to Capt.,
Special CrimesAustin.

TLE

Laurencio Munoz Saenz, Jr.,
Lt., HP McAllen to Capt., HP Lub-
bock; Jesse Thomas Sharp, Sgt.,
HP Abilene to Lt., HP Laredo;
Carey Dean Matthews, Sgt., HP
Midland to Lt., HP Corpus Christi;
Juan Rodriguez, Jr., Sgt., HP
McAllen to Lt., HP Beaumont;

Ryan Michael Arthur, Tr. I,
HPVictoriato Sgt., HP Liberty; Paul
Thomas Hopson, Sen. Tr., HP
Nacogdoches to Sgt., HP Center;
Rhonda LaShawn Lawson, Tr. 11,
HPHurst to Sgt., HP Sherman; John
ThomasVance, Tr. II, HPHuntsville
to Sgt., HP Marshall; Richard Clay
Brown, Sen. Tr., HP Tyler to Sgt.,
HP Uvalde;

Scott Dewayne Stevenson, Tr.
I, HP Abilene to Sgt., Capitol Svc.
Austin; Daniel Raymond Butts,
Sen. Tr., HP Bandera to Sgt., HP
Alpine; Andres Garcia, Jr., Corp.
I, HP Harlingen to Sgt., HP Pierce;
Odie Lee Hitt, Tr. 1, HP Tyler to
Sgt., HP Pecos; Robert Stanley
Sanders, Insp. 111, Veh. Insp. Gar-
land to Supv., Veh. Insp. Tyler.
DLD

Monica Renee Gill, Tr. Il, DL
Hurst to Sgt., DL Midland.

Retirements

Robert Bear| Watson, Telecom-
munications Specialist 1, IMS Aus-
tin, 12 yrs,, 11 mos.; Ricky Dan
Smith, Major, TLE Austin, 31yrs., 4
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mos., 16 days, Don Charles Tay-
lor, Supv. Criminalist I1, Crime Lab.
Abilene, 29yrs., 7 mos., 21 days,; Joe
OrthoBaker, Tr. V, HP Rocksprings,
29 yrs., 2 days;

JamesValery Garrett, Corp. V,
SESHouston, 35yrs., 4mos., 26 days,
Joe Ronald Urbanovsky, Director,
Crime Lab. Austin, 32 yrs., 2 mos,;
Ricky Dale McCracken, Sgt., Spe-
cial Crimes San Antonio, 29 yrs., 4
mos., 4 days;

Benjamin Franklin Davis |11,
Sgt., NarcoticsAustin, 25yrs., 1 mo.,
18 days; Nathan Marsene Holt,
Jr., Sen. Programmer II, IMS Aus-
tin, 23 yrs., 5mos., 11 days.

Deaths

DennisRay Toon, ret. Tr., L&W,
Terrell (Sept. 1947-Sept. 1980) died
November 2001; J. L. VanDyke, Jr.,
ret. Evaluator |, SR, Austin (Sept.
1949-June 1982) died November
2001; Samue Trammeéll, ret. Corp.,
HP, Columbus (June 1972-March
1998) died December 9, 2001; Dor -
othy A. Watson, ret. Clerk IV, Ac-
cident Records (Oct. 1981-Oct. 2000)
died Dec. 12, 2001.

vy,

On the
mend...

Best wishes for a speedy recovery
from line-of-duty injuries go to:

Sgt./Inv. Frank Escalon, Narcot-
icsMcAllen

LindaSwails, DL Examiner
Carrallton

Patrick Timms, HP Port Lavaca
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Stories about the Texas Rang-
ers generaly bring to mind images
of cowboys on horseback or white
hats and silver stars. But, as with
many legends, reality tendsto be a
bit different. In this case, it'sapic-
ture of Texas Rangers visiting with
children.

In 1998, the Rangers of Com-
pany B in Garland decided to em-
phasize community relations as part
of an ongoing effort to educate

Texas children
about DPS and
the Texas Rang-
ers.

' The Rangers
decided on an an-
nual visit to the
Texas Scottish
Rite Hospital for
ChildreninDallas,
which provides
free  ongoing
treatment  for
morethan 13,000 children annually.

Thehospital invited al their out-
patients to the first event in 1998,
and Rangersvisited al areas of the
hospital, talking with children and
their parents, giving them small
Ranger badges and posing for pic-
tures. It wasabig successand Com-
pany B has made the annua visit
each year since.

Thelatest Company B visit was
September 20.

Short Shotscontinued from page 3

Kudos to Audit & Inspection
The inspectors of the Office of
Audit and Inspection received well-
earned recognition from the Texas
Legislative Budget Board for their
hard work inthe 77" Legidlative Ses-
sion. Inspectors took input from the

various services that were to be im-
pacted by proposed legislation, and
working with thedivisions, provided
valuablefiscal notestotheLBB. This
is the second consecutive legidlative
session OAI’s contribution was rec-
ognized by the LBB.

DM E program, continued from page 1

DPS Narcotics officers work
with the Texas Air National Guard and
DPS Aircraft, which support the
ground effortsby providing aerial re-
connhaissance. Although local law en-
forcement agencies often providein-
formation about possible marijuana
grows, some plots arelocated by fly-
ing over them.

Officers this year found fairly
sophisticated cultivations, including
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one that had an automated watering
system that ran off an electrical gen-
erator in the woods.

DPS sdomestic marijuanaeradi-
cation program also includes an edu-
cational component. DPS Safety Edu-
cation Service troopers present pro-
grams in schools about the dangers
of drug use and are planning an edu-
cational section within the DPS Web
site.
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T.S. Allison, continued
from pagel

with the recovery and mitigation ef-
forts. Ruby Donohue helped coor-
dinate operations at the Disaster Re-
covery Center. Patricia Jones, Joe
Pate and David Thompson are
hel ping communities with programs
to prevent disasters. Klaus Alkier,
Betty Bielss, Danny Bielss, J.V.
Hall, A. Bradley Hubbard, Bill
Kincer, Joseph B. Kubena,
Donald Lamont, Anna McCon-
nell, Eddie McConnell, Rodger
Schmitt, Howard Templin, Tommy
Weeks and Harold Zuhlke assisted
public entitieswith programsto make
essential infrastructure repairs and
remove debris. Dell Greer, James
Davis, Patricia Mathes, James
McCulloch, Susan O’Brien and
Doug Rowell are working with re-
covery and mitigation efforts at the
Texas Medical Center. Local hires
Gregory Atkins and Jeffrey
Atkins worked in the state
coordinator’s office.

The Division also has hired a
number of people who will work in
the Houston Disaster Field Office
alowing the recovery and mitigation
staff members, who have been in
Houston since June 11, to return to
Austin. E.C. “Butch” Smith returns
to DEM as state coordinating officer.
Debra Mosely and Richard
Patterson are new hires for public
assistance. Dennis Guffey, Shirley
Mayes, Nicolette Roberson, Lori
Flores, Debra Wynn and Shirley
Brandon have been hired to work
with mitigation. State Mitigation Of -
ficer Greg Pekar is based out of
Austin but also is assisting in Hous-
ton.

Since June 11, morethan 118,000
individualsor familieshaveregistered
for assistance for flood damage.
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