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Mission Statement

The broad objective of this Department is
“to maintain public safety in the state of Texas.”

related responsibilities.

The Department works toward this goal within existing regu-
lations and in cooperation with other agencies with mutual or

The DPS seeks to preserve order by protecting lives, rights,
property and privileges of the residents of this state.

The Department continues to uphold its motto:

“Courtesy, Service, Protection.”

Director’s Message

Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas and
Members of the Texas Legislature:

We are pleased to present the Texas Department of Public
Safety’s 2007 Annual Report. This report contains valuable
information about DPS and its activities in 2007, including:

¢ Installation of in-car computers for troopers—an excep-
tional item from 2007 (page 7)

¢ Helicopter rescues during flooding —additional helicopters
were an exceptional item from 2007 (page 8)

* Numerous arrests of dangerous criminals (pages 9 through
32)

¢ The Driver Responsibility Program entered its fourth year
(pages 33-35)

¢ Additional recruiting efforts to attract more trooper appli-
cants are starting to pay off (page 44)

* The Department responded to many natural disasters (page
47-51)

Respectfully submitted,

o a (o 5

Thomas A. Davis Jr., Director
and
The Texas Public Safety Commission

Lt. Col. David
McEathron

Col. Thomas A.
Davis Jr.

The Department is led by a
director and assistant director
who oversee the agency’s day-
to-day operations. The director
is appointed by the Public
Safety Commission and must
have at least five years of law
enforcement or public adminis-
tration experience. The director
serves the commission in an
advisory capacity. The director
carries the rank of colonel and
the assistant director carries
the rank of lieutenant colonel.
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Public Safety Commission

The Texas Public Safety
Commission oversees Depart-
ment operations. The Commis-
sion is made up of three Texas
citizens appointed by the
Governor and confirmed by
the Texas Senate.

Commissioners are
appointed based on qualifi-
cations, including knowl-
edge of laws, experience
with law enforcement,
executive ability, honesty,
integrity, education and
training. Members serve
staggered six-year terms
without compensation.

Ernest Angelo, Jr.
Chairman

Members of the Commis-
sion in 2007 were Chairman
Ernest Angelo, Jr. of Midland,
Louis E. Sturns of Fort Worth
and Allan B. Polunsky of San

Louis E. Sturns

Allan B. Polunsky

Antonio. Commissioner Sturns
left the commission in August
and FElizabeth Anderson joined
the commission in November.

ElizabethAnderson

Office of Audit and Inspection

The Office of Audit and
Inspection (OAI) provides the
Public Safety Commission and
Department management with
independent, objective assess-
ments of the accountability,
integrity, effectiveness and
efficiency of the Department’s
programs and operations. Based
on audit and inspection find-
ings, OAI also makes recom-
mendations to management for
improving the programs and
operations reviewed.

Internal Audit

In fiscal year 2007, Internal
Audit completed nine risk-
based audits, nine follow-up
audits, 12 Criminal Law En-
forcement Division—Narcotics
Service Imprest Fund and
Seized Assets audits, 74 Driver
License office audits and 11
petty cash audits. Based on the
tindings of the audits, numer-
ous recommendations were

made to improve Department
operations.

Inspection

In fiscal year 2007, OAI
inspectors conducted inspec-
tions of law enforcement opera-
tions in two Highway Patrol
Division regions, one Driver
License Division region, two
Criminal Law Enforcement
districts and one Ranger com-
pany. During this same period,
inspections of nine Headquar-
ters operations were conducted.
The inspectors also completed
one headquarters fiscal study
and one special inspection. As a
result of these activities, 188
recommendations for improve-
ment were developed.

Inspectors also served the
Department in a number of
other areas. As in previous
years, an inspector chaired the
Accident Review Board. In fiscal
year 2007, the review board

processed more than 527 fleet
collision reports and 340 fleet
incident reports.

The Chief Inspector chaired
the Awards Committee, which
is responsible for reviewing and
processing all Department
performance awards. During
fiscal year 2007, the Awards
Committee approved four
Purple Heart awards, five
Medals of Merit and 11
Director’s Citations for presen-
tation to Department employ-
ees. Twenty-five Director’s
Awards were given to private
citizens or personnel of other
agencies. (Please see list of
Department award recipients on
page 56.)

Finally, inspectors taught
numerous law enforcement
training classes at the DPS
Training Academy as well as at
other police agency academies.
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Texas Highway Patrol Division =

The Texas Highway Patrol cause traffic collisions and Detector Canine Program, the
(THP) Division is primarily contribute to pollution. Vehicle  Explosive Detector Canine
responsible for enforcing the Inspection employees are Program, the Regional Honor
state’s traffic laws. The division ~ authorized to detect and take Guard and 16 Civil Disturbance
is divided into eight regional appropriate enforcement action ~Management teams.
commands headquartered in against anyone in violation of
Austin (Capitol), Corpus Texas laws. Biohazard investigation
Christi, Garland, Houston, The Communications near Capitol
Lubbock, McAllen, Midland Service operates a statewide The day before the State
and Waco. network designed to serve the Legislature convened, Capitol

The THP Division, led by communications requirements  troopers received reports of
Chief Randall Elliston, has 4,011 of all criminal justice agencies. large numbers of dead birds
employees—2,706 commis- The system utilizes radio, falling from trees on Congress
sioned officers and 1,305 civil-  telephone and landline telecom- Avenue. Emergency personnel
ian support personnel. munication systems to connect  were summoned and the DPS

The division is comprised of =~ with the Texas Crime Informa- ~ Emergency Operations Center
the Highway Patrol Service, the tion Center, National Crime was activated. Troopers pre-
Commercial Vehicle Enforce- Information Center and other pared to evacuate any state
ment (CVE) Service, the Vehicle law enforcement databases. The employees, state officials or
Inspection Service and the Department has 34 communi-  others out of the threatened
Communications Service. cations facilities that operate 24  area if required.

The Highway Patrol Service hours a day. Congress Avenue between
secures and maintains order on The THP Division also Cesar Chavez and Eleventh
Texas highways to ensure the includes several units that streets reopened at 12:30 p.m.
safety of the motoring public. handle a variety of specialized after any threat to public safety
The Service is responsible for functions: the Governor Protec-  was ruled out. Biological
public safety education and tive Detail, the Dive Recovery samples sent to laboratories at
police and security functions for Team, the State Accident Re- Texas A&M and the Centers for
the State Capitol and the Capi-  construction Team, the Drug Disease Control and Prevention

tol complex.

CVE weighs and checks
commercial vehicle traffic
operating on Texas roadways to
ensure compliance with statutes
related to vehicle weight, motor
carrier safety and the registra-
tion and transportation of
persons, hazardous material
and other property.

The Vehicle Inspection
Service supervises all official
inspection stations throughout
Texas to help keep roadways
safe and the environment clean
by requiring vehicles to be

inspected annually for condi-
tions or defects that might Troopers and other first responders in downtown Austin await the all-clear after numerous
dead birds were found on Congress Avenue in mid-January.
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showed that the birds died
from the cold weather and as a
result of natural causes.

The following day, the
Legislature convened as sched-
uled.

Escaped inmates captured

In February, Tr. Johnny
Massey, HP Athens, initiated a
traffic stop on a vehicle with a
defective head lamp inside the
Athens city limits. When Tr.
Massey reached the vehicle, the
driver accelerated and drove to
a nearby residential area where
the driver and passenger both
fled on foot.

After troopers established a
perimeter, they discovered that
both men were escapees from
the Van Zandt County Jail and
that the vehicle was stolen out
of Canton. The Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice pro-
vided dogs that tracked the
subjects to a local business area
where they were taken back
into custody.

Cockfighting ring busted

In March, Tr. Derek Leitner
and Tr. Brian Ihnen, HP New
Caney, received a tip from a
citizen about a large cockfight-
ing ring in Splendora, Mont-
gomery County. The troopers
found a large arena with a
rooster fight in progress. Of the
80 people detained, 29 were
determined to be illegal aliens
and were turned over to Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment. Citations were issued to
the spectators. The Montgom-
ery County Precinct 5 Con-
stable took 120 roosters into
custody. Another 200 roosters
were found dead.

In March, Tr. Ramey Saenz, CVE Riviera, responded to a commercial vehicle crash on
US-77 in Nueces County. The Health Department also arrived on the scene to confirm
that the load of popcorn shrimp had spoiled. After removing the first two pallets of
shrimp, 987.8 pounds of cocaine and 68.46 pounds of methamphetamine were found
hidden within the load. The driver and female passenger were transported to the
hospital.

Counterfeit inspection
stickers discovered

An undercover investigation
lasting five months netted the
recovery of more than 1,453
counterfeit Texas Vehicle In-
spection reports. Tr. Rhyan C.
Droddy, Tr. Johnnie Freeman
and Cpl. Kevin McNeil, all of
the HP office in Houston, led
the investigation. Investigators
eventually arrested a man who
was attempting to smuggle
11,000 counterfeit Texas Motor
Vehicle Inspection Certificates
into the United States. The
certificates had an estimated
street value of $1.3 million.

$2.2 million in cash seized

In May, Tr. Patrick Brook-
shier, HP El Paso, conducted a
traffic stop on the driver of a
2005 GMC van traveling west-
bound on US-54 in El Paso
County. DPS Narcotics had told
Tr. Brookshier that certain
suspects and vehicles were

transporting large quantities of
currency to El Paso. Tr.
Brookshier saw multiple indica-
tors of possible criminal activity
and obtained verbal consent to
search the vehicle. He used a
canine, Karo, provided by Tr.
Jay Hawkins, CVE El Paso, and
seized $2,256,059 in U.S.
currency that was found behind
a flat-screen television set.

Kidnapper captured

On August 1, Tr. Gerald
Corbell, CVE Center, heard a
radio broadcast about a robbery
and kidnapping in Shelby
County. He assisted the Shelby
County Sheriff’s Office by
positioning his patrol unit to
create a roadblock.

Tr. Corbell saw the vehicle
and suspect, who stopped and
shouted several times, “Sir,
please don’t shoot me!” As the
man accelerated in Tr. Corbell’s
direction, the trooper jumped
out of the way to avoid being
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Photo courtesy Pleasanton Express

with Avean Escalante, age 4. Avean was crossing Texas Hwy 97 East in Pleasanton
when an oncoming driver swerved to miss him. Avean ran into the driver’s side door, and
fortunately was not seriously hurt. However, he was screaming uncontrollably until

Trooper Walker calmed and reassured him.

struck. Tr. Corbell fired his
weapon and disabled two of the
vehicle’s tires. The suspect
continued through a closed
metal gate and down a private
road where he fled into a
wooded area.

After an extensive manhunt,

the suspect was apprehended
the next day. He admitted that
he had abducted an 89-year-old
woman, forced her to withdraw
money from a bank and then
shot her in the head five times.
Her body was found in the
trunk of her abandoned car.

CVE Leadership Award
Texas was one of only three
states nationwide to receive a
first-of-its-kind honor for
performing more than 200
compliance reviews on motor
carriers during federal fiscal
year 2006. CVE accepted this
inaugural Leadership Award
from the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration (FMCSA)
in March during the Annual
FMCSA Program Leadership
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.
During FFY 2006, CVE
performed more than 1,000
compliance reviews on motor
carriers in Texas. The FMCSA
noted that the state of Texas
completed more compliance
reviews than any other state in
the nation during FFY 2006.

Drug interdiction awards

In September, DPS received
two agency awards recognizing
its success in drug interdiction.

In addition, several troopers
received individual awards:

Tr. Billy Alexander, HP

Border inspection station opens

The Zaragoza/Ysleta
Border Safety Inspection
Facility in El Paso opened on
September 5. This modern
facility, constructed for DPS
by TxDOT, is the second of
eight permanent Border
Safety Inspection Facilities
being built on the Texas-
Mexico border to become
operational.

In addition to the two
completed El Paso facilities,
TxDOT will be constructing
Border Safety Inspection
Facilities in Eagle Pass,
Laredo-World Trade Bridge,

Laredo-Columbia Bridge, Pharr,
Los Indios and Brownsville.

Construction on the remain-

ing six facilities is scheduled to
be completed by June 2010.

(Above and left):
Trucks travel through
the Ysleta Border
Inspection Facility near
the Texas-Mexico
border in El Paso.
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Terrell, marijuana seizures:
7,198.4 1bs.
Tr. Darrin Bridges, HP

Borger, heroin seizures: 18.7 Ibs.

Tr. Doug Hagler, HP Vega,
psilocybin mushroom seizures:
10.12 1bs.

Tr. Mark Lancaster, HP
Vega, ecstasy seizures: 42.9 Ibs.
Tr. Kevin Marmor, CVE
Devine, methamphetamine

seizures: 65.34 lbs.

Alcohol testing bureau award

Randall Beaty, Assistant
Manager of the Breath Alcohol
Testing Bureau, was named the
2008 laureate of the Kurt M.
Dubowski Award by a unani-
mous vote of the International
Association for Chemical Test-
ing (IACT) Board of Directors.
The award recognizes individu-
als who have made outstanding
career-long contributions
consistent with the ideals and
achievements of Dr. Kurt M.
Dubowski, a world renowned
specialist in chemical testing.
The award will be presented at
the May 2008 IACT meeting in
Tempe, Arizona.

Border Operations

Four strike force teams
consisting of four sergeants and
40 troopers conducted law
enforcement operations along
the Texas-Mexico border in the
vicinity of Del Rio, Laredo, the
Rio Grande Valley and the
Costal Bend area. Between
September 12 and October 16,
these operations resulted in
14,795 enforcement actions
taken, including;:

e 52 DWI arrests

¢ 59 criminal arrests

¢ 8 stolen vehicles recovered

* 1,573 Ibs. of marijuana
seized

Above: A trooper using the in-car computer

In-car computers making a difference

In recent months, the Highway Patrol began installing in-
car computers with direct messaging and communications to
troopers on patrol via a secure network that provides real-time
alerts, digital photographs and homeland security information
that can be acted on immediately. Vehicle automation gives
troopers the ability to disseminate photographs of dangerous
people and vehicles, identify thieves and rapidly identify
wanted persons and stolen vehicles.

An example of how the system will help troopers: In
August, Tr. Tony Crosthwait, CVE Lubbock, stopped the
driver of a tractor-trailer for a routine inspection. After com-
pleting the inspection, the driver gave his license number and
stated that he had left his license and medical card at home.
With the new technology, Tr. Crosthwait was able to check the
data and see that the image on that driver license number did
not match the individual. The driver then gave his correct
name and date of birth and admitted that he did not have a
driver license. Charges were filed and the individual was
arrested.

Pursuit captures
bank robbers

In September, Tr. Simon
Delacruz, HP Van Horn, saw a
black Mercedes traveling
eastbound on IH-10 at a speed
of 137 mph. Tr. Delacruz at-
tempted to initiate a traffic stop,
but the driver refused to yield
and continued at a high rate of
speed. The Van Horn Sheriff’s

* 11,498 grams of cocaine
seized

¢ 70 grams of methamphet-
amine seized

Border operations in 2007
also included the El Paso and
Big Bend areas and are planned
for 2008.
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Highway Patrol, Aircraft Service
team up for high-water rescues

In August, heavy rains in
south-central Texas
caused massive flooding.
The Aircraft Service was
called in to assist the
Highway Patrol with
several high-water
rescues. In the above
photo, the helicopter has
landed on Highway 90
just west of D’Hanis.

Above and left: Sgt. Stacy

. Holland (left) and Tr.
Donnie Kindred (CVE

| Devine) rigging ropes for a
rescue. Below: Tr. Kindred
gets rigged up with assis-
tance from the Uvalde
County Sheriff’s Office and
U.S. Border Patrol agents.

DPS troopers and
aviators rescued an
adult female. They
also assisted in
locating other
people who were
stranded in the
flooding, directing
ground units to
those areas.

Photos by Tr. Jeff Evans

Office located the driver at a
motel parking lot, and placed
him in custody. During the
vehicle search, officers found
$628,334 in U.S. currency in
the trunk. A follow-up investi-
gation by Texas Ranger Sgt.
Aaron Grigsby and by FBI
revealed a possible connection
to a $1.9 million armored car
robbery in the Dallas/Fort
Worth area approximately two
weeks earlier.
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Criminal Law Enforcement Division

The Criminal Law Enforce-
ment (CLE) Division investi-
gates multijurisdictional viola-
tions such as terrorism, narcot-
ics, motor vehicle theft, gam-
bling, public corruption, fraud,
theft and counterfeit docu-
ments. CLE provides special-
ized assistance to local law
enforcement agencies and other
DPS divisions and works with
federal law enforcement agen-
cies.

CLE, led by Chief Kent
Mawyer, consists of 1,233
members, including 625 com-
missioned officers and 608
civilian support personnel. The
four services that make up the
Division are: Criminal Intelli-
gence, Motor Vehicle Theft
(MVT), Narcotics and the
Crime Laboratory.

Criminal Intelligence Service
Texas Syndicate members
arrested

Seventeen members of the
Texas Syndicate prison gang
were indicted in Houston for
conspiracy to violate the rack-
eteering influenced corrupt
organizations (RICO) statute.
The charges stem from the
suspects” involvement in illegal

activities since 1999, including
various murders, armed rob-
beries and drug trafficking, all
of which were conducted in
order to gain membership or
increase their standing with the
gang.

After the indictments were
unsealed, a multijurisdictional
task force arrested eight of the
suspects throughout the Hous-
ton area. Task force members
served arrest warrants to an-
other nine suspects at various
federal and Texas state prison
facilities, where the suspects
were already in custody on
other charges. The indictments
were the result of a five-year
investigative effort by multiple
agencies, including the DPS
CIS, TD(C]J, the FBI, the U.S.
Bureau of Prisons, Harris
County Sheriff’s Office and the
Houston and Baytown police
departments.

Operation Falcon locks up
gang members

The DPS CIS assisted the
U.S. Marshals Service with
Operation Falcon, a nationwide
felony warrant roundup. As a
result of the operation, investi-
gators arrested 284 fugitives in
Parker, Wise, Tarrant and Harris
counties on a variety of of-
fenses, including aggravated
assault, homicide and aggra-
vated sexual assault of a child.

At least 10 of the arrested
fugitives were gang members,
including one member of
Houstone Tango Blast. Other
agencies participating in the
roundup were the ATE, the
Harris, Fort Bend, Parker,

Tarrant and Wise County
sheriff’s offices and the Dallas,
Fort Worth and Houston police
departments.

Los Zetas member jailed

A CIS sergeant arrested an
associate of the Los Zetas orga-
nization for aggravated kidnap-
ping and engaging in organized
criminal activity. The suspect is
a member of a group of hit men
living in the Laredo area but
who mostly operate in Nuevo
Laredo and Monterrey, Mexico.

In early August 2006, the
suspect shot at three people in
Laredo, critically wounding one
of them. Later that month, he
also participated in the kidnap-
ping and assault of two indi-
viduals who were believed to
have been involved in the
assassination of the group’s local
leader. The victims were bound,
beaten and strangled and would
have been killed if the police
had not responded to a 911 call.

The assailants fled, leaving
behind body armor, handguns
and assault rifles. Warrants were
issued for the suspect’s arrest,
but he had already fled to
Mexico. In 2007, investigators
received intelligence that the
suspect was back in Laredo,
and they located and arrested
him. Investigators established
his involvement in the kidnap-
ping incident and linked him to
the earlier shooting. Other
agencies assisting with the
investigation were ICE, the ATE,
the FBI, U.S. Border Patrol, U.S.
Marshals Service and the
Laredo Police Department.
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Aryan Brotherhood “general”
and members arrested

CIS personnel arrested an
associate of the Aryan Brother-
hood of Texas (ABT) for con-
spiracy to commit capital
murder. CIS received informa-
tion regarding the suspect’s
location, leading to her arrest at
a La Quinta Inn near
Nacogdoches. Investigators
believe that the suspect was
involved in the murder of an
ABT member and his girlfriend,
both of whom were found shot
to death, execution style, in
rural Nacogdoches County.

Investigators also arrested
seven other suspected members
and associates of the ABT in
connection with this investiga-
tion, including a high-ranking
“general” in the organization.
The Texas Rangers, the FBI, the
Nacogdoches Sheriff’s Office
and the Angelina County
Sheriff’s Office also participated
in the investigation.

Eight-liner operation busted
CIS personnel assisted the
Hunt County Sheriff’s Office
with the six-month investiga-
tion of an illegal eight-liner

search and arrest warrants at 11 businesses.

CIS personnel, assisting the Hunt County Sheriff’s Office with
the investigation of an illegal eight-liner operation, executed

operation. Officers executed
warrants at 11 businesses,
resulting in the seizure of
$41,000 and $900,000 worth of
property, including the
motherboards for about 485
illegal gambling machines.
Officers also arrested 37
suspects on a total of 33 felony
and 42 misdemeanor charges.
Owners and employees of nine
of the targeted businesses were
charged with engaging in
organized criminal activity.
About a week later, investiga-
tors seized another 44
motherboards from eight-liners
that had been hidden by the
owner. Officers also arrested
eight more suspects on felony
and misdemeanor charges.
The search and arrest war-
rants were conducted with the
assistance of DPS Narcotics,
MVT, Texas Rangers, Highway
Patrol, Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement (CVE) and Com-
munications. Also participating
were personnel from the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission
(TABC), Texas Comptroller’s
Office, U.S. Marshals Service,
Hunt County DA'’s Office and
the Royse City, Commerce and
Greenville
police
depart-
ments.

Sex offend-
ers arrested
DPS CIS

personnel
arrested five
civil com-
mitment
(electroni-
cally moni-
tored, high-
risk) sex
offenders

for failure to comply with civil
commitment requirements. The
arrested offenders were Ricardo
Zamora, Joel Clark and Rodney
Rhynes in Houston, Christo-
pher Shaw in Fort Worth and
Bryan Webb in Austin. These
offenders violated their parol in
various ways, such as walking
away from their portable track-
ing devices and failing to attend
treatment sessions.

Since the inception of the
civil commitment program, 80
sex offenders have been placed
under civil commitment, and
37 of them have been re-
arrested. Thirty-one civil com-
mitment offenders remain in
various locations throughout
Texas, with six additional
candidates waiting for release.

Saudi Arabian illegal arrested

A CIS sergeant and DPS
Highway Patrol personnel
arrested a Saudi National who
subsequently expressed support
for terrorism. In September
2006, DPS Highway Patrol
arrested the suspect in Parker
County for DWI and found that
he was in possession of a third-
party check. CIS initiated an
investigation and learned that
the suspect did not have autho-
rization to be in possession of
the check. They also discovered
that the suspect, a citizen of
Saudi Arabia, was in the coun-
try illegally. CIS subsequently
obtained a warrant for the
suspect’s arrest for fraudulent
use or possession of identifying
information.

Investigators located and
arrested the suspect in Ranger,
and he was transferred to the
Parker County Jail, where he
was held on an immigration
detainer. In late December

10
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2006, routine mail screening at
the county jail revealed a letter
written by the suspect in which
he espoused hatred for the U.S.
government, expressed an
interest in joining al-Qaida and
threatened to commit acts of
violence against the U.S. He
also threatened violence against
the sergeant who investigated
him, in retaliation for his arrest
and prosecution. As a result of
the threat against the sergeant,
an additional charge of retalia-
tion is being filed with the
Parker County District
Attorney’s Office.

Motor Vehicle Theft Service
Stolen construction
equipment recovered

MVT personnel recovered
construction equipment valued
at $173,000 in Wilson and
Guadalupe Counties. MVT Sgt.
Brad Sanders assisted the
Wilson County Sheriff’s Office
with the identification of an
altered/stolen Massey Ferguson
tractor and shredder.

Investigators had seized the
tractor from two suspects after
they were arrested for posses-
sion of a controlled substance.
Investigators also received
information regarding the
location of additional stolen
equipment, leading to the
recovery of a bulldozer and a
skid steer loader at a Gonzales
County ranch. Investigators
learned that the father of one of
the two arrested suspects had
brought the equipment to the
ranch. Investigators traveled to
Nixon, where they arrested the
father and seized a stolen
Caterpillar tractor.

Investigators also located a
stolen backhoe in Guadalupe
County. Sgt. Archie Harben

Criminal Intelligence
personnel have identified a
number of trends related to
criminal organizations,
including;:

Increased violence in
Mexican border towns

The DPS BIA has
tracked reports of increased
violence in Mexican border
towns, such as Nuevo
Laredo, Matamoros,
Reynosa, Rio Bravo, Miguel
Aleman and Ciudad Juarez.
Most of the violence is drug-
related. As a result, many of
these towns have seen a
marked increase in military
and police presence. Gun-
fights between the Mexican
military and drug cartels
have been reported.

Cigarettes funding
criminal enterprise

Ilicit cigarette traffick-
ing is beginning to rival
drug trafficking as a fund-
ing choice for criminal
enterprises with profits in
the billions of dollars. The
increasing attractiveness of
cigarette trafficking appears
to be the result of height-
ened border enforcement
and the increase in state
excise tax, which occurred
in January 2007.

Criminal Intelligence Trends

Los Zetas use juveniles

Los Zetas gang and other
known smuggling organiza-
tions are beginning to use
juveniles for smuggling
illegal aliens and narcotics.
The switch is reportedly the
result of a common practice
by federal prosecutors to
refuse prosecution of anyone
under the age of 18.

In addition, Los Zetas are
believed to be in the process
of “cleaning house” by
eliminating or disposing of
their current adult guides
and scouts to make room for
more juveniles.

Guatemalan Special Forces
bolster Los Zetas

Former members of the
Guatemalan Special Forces,
known as Kaibiles, may be
allying themselves with Los
Zetas, the violent strongmen
associated with Mexico’s
Gulf Cartel. With approxi-
mately half of the original
members of Los Zetas being
killed or captured, it appears
that Kaibiles have been
brought in to assist with
training and to bolster their
numbers. The potential for
violence along the border
may increase significantly as
a result of this alliance.

traveled to the location and
recovered the backhoe. Officials
have charged all three suspects
with theft and engaging in
organized criminal activity.

Suspected child abusers
arrested

MVT Sgt. Teresa Garrett
assisted the Webster Police
Department with the serving of
two felony warrants for injury
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to a child. The two suspects
were wanted in Harris County
for allegedly abusing their two-
year-old son by pouring acid on
his lower extremities and
strangling him with a ligature
device. Prior to the suspects’
arrest, the victim and his four-
month-old sister were taken
into custody by Child Protec-
tive Services. During the
operation, investigators also
arrested four Guatemalan
Nationals at the suspects” apart-
ment for immigration viola-
tions, one of whom had a
previous arrest in Harris
County for two counts of DWI
and one count of rape. ICE also
assisted with the arrests.

Stolen equipment recovered
MVT Sgt. Randy Loewe
recovered $162,000 worth of
stolen property at a location in
Eagle Lake. Working with the
Colorado and Wharton County
Sheriff’s Combined Auto Theft
Task Forces, and the Waller
County Sheriff’s Office, Sgt.
Loewe conducted a consent
search at the location and
identified five stolen farm
tractors and a stolen round hay
baler. Charges are pending.

MVT Sgts. Donald Wilks and Alberto Maldonado
recovered a stolen Caterpillar dozer and backhoe

loader, worth $304,000, from a lot in Hidalgo. The
equipment was stolen from Rosenberg.

Forces and the Waller County Sheriff’s Office, MVT Sgt. Randy Loewe recovered
$162,000 worth of stolen John Deere equipment in Eagle Lake.

Stolen-truck operation found

MVT Sgt. Art Barrera
assisted the Edinburg Police
Department with the recovery
of several stolen Ford pickup
trucks at a local ranch. The
vehicles had been observed by a
DPS pilot and an Edinburg
police investigator while flying
over the ranch.

Local police entered an
adjacent property and wrote
down the license plate of one of
the vehicles, which was later
confirmed as stolen in Houston.
Sgt. Barrera and other officers
subsequently entered the ranch
and detained the property
owner as he attempted to flee.
The owner was later identified
as a former Hidalgo County
justice of the peace.
During the search,
officers seized five
pickup trucks, stolen
from Houston, and
detained 80 illegal
immigrants from
Mexico, Honduras, El
Salvador and Guate-
mala.

The search warrant
was conducted with
the assistance of DPS
Aircraft, the Hidalgo
County Sheriff’s
Office, and the

McAllen and Edinburg Police
Departments.

Dozer and backhoe recovered
MVT Sgts. Donald Wilks
and Alberto Maldonado identi-

fied and recovered a stolen
Caterpillar dozer and backhoe
loader from a lot in Hidalgo.
Both vehicles had been stolen in
Houston. When located, the
dozer and loader were on a
flatbed trailer that was towed
by a Freightliner truck tractor.
After further investigation, the
officers determined that thieves
had stolen the tractor and trailer
in Rosenberg. The total value of
recovered property is $304,000.

Narcotics Service

Meth ring shut down

A DPS Narcotics sergeant
concluded a two-and-a-half-
year-long joint investigation of a
criminal organization respon-
sible for distributing 20-25
pounds of methamphetamine
per month from Caldwell
County. Investigators served 10
federal arrest warrants and six
federal search warrants, result-
ing in the arrest of 11 suspects
and the seizure of four vehicles.

Investigators also recovered
numerous stolen items, includ-
ing four 4-wheelers and three
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tfirearms. DPS Highway Patrol,
CIS, MVT, the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration
(DEA), the U.S. Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
(ATF) and the Caldwell County
Sheriff’s Office assisted in the
investigation.

Marijuana seized

McAllen Narcotics personnel
seized 2,358 pounds of mari-
juana during a traffic stop. A
Narcotics investigator observed
suspicious activity involving the
driver of a truck-tractor semi-
trailer. Investigators initiated a
six-day surveillance operation,
culminating in a traffic stop and
drug seizure. They arrested one
suspect. This investigation is
ongoing.

Cocaine seized

A Narcotics sergeant and the
Houston Police Department
seized $1,600,000 worth of
cocaine. During an investigation
of a cocaine-trafficking opera-
tion, DPS Narcotics personnel
received information regarding
a residence in Houston. Investi-
gators established surveillance
at the residence and subse-
quently seized 15 bundles of 37
pounds of cocaine. One suspect
was arrested.

Italian Mafia suspects
arrested

A Narcotics Service investi-
gation linked a traffic stop in
Texas to the Italian Mafia in
Delaware. DPS Highway Patrol
contacted a Narcotics sergeant
following an interdiction traffic
stop in Sutton County that
yielded the seizure of $146,700.

The Narcotics sergeant
interviewed the suspect and
obtained additional intelligence.

Motor Vehicle Theft person-
nel have identified a num-
ber of trends in Texas,
including:

High-end vehicle theft
grows

In Florida, thieves steal
high-end vehicles and send
them to Texas. These ve-
hicles are typically driven
along Interstate 10. All
recovered vehicles have
displayed switched Vehicle
Identification Numbers
(VINSs) and fictitious Florida
buyer’s tags.

Bonded title process used
in stealing vehicles

MVT investigators have
seen thieves using the
“bonded title” process to
obtain titles on stolen
vehicles in the Houston
area. Law enforcement has
recovered several altered/
stolen trucks and SUVs in
the Houston area. All of the
vehicles displayed fictitious
public VIN plates that had
been obtained from previ-
ously-salvaged vehicles.

Construction thefts rise
MVT investigators have
noticed increased thefts in
Travis County of construc-
tion equipment left on job
sites. In November 2006, a
major theft ring was broken
up in the area, resulting in
the recovery of one pickup,
three trailers, two welders,
two generators, two water

Motor Vehicle Theft Trends

pumps, three job boxes,
copper wiring and assorted
power tools. Investigators
arrested one suspect, who
was charged with theft.

Pickups stolen

MVT is investigating the
theft of Ford, Dodge and
Chevrolet pickups in Hous-
ton, San Antonio and Cor-
pus Christi. Criminals use
the pickups for transporting
undocumented immigrants
and narcotics. Some of these
vehicles are illegally ex-
ported to Mexico to be used
by drug cartels.

Valuables stolen

Thieves are targeting
motorists who are refueling
their vehicles at gas stations.
While the victim is standing
on the driver side of the
vehicle, the thieves ap-
proach from the passenger
side, discreetly open the
victim’s door and steal
purses and other valuables
that have been left on the
seats. The thieves then flee
in a vehicle before the
victim is even aware of the
theft.

Metal theft on the rise

Investigators have seen a
rise in thefts of copper,
aluminum and other metals
from residential and com-
mercial air conditioning
units and from equipment
belonging to agribiofuel
businesses.
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With the assistance of a DPS
crime analyst, the sergeant
identified two more suspects in
California and Delaware and
obtained a warrant for the
Delaware suspect’s arrest. The
sergeant flew to Delaware and
orchestrated a controlled deliv-
ery of the currency that had
been seized in Sutton County.

As a result of the operation,
investigators seized an addi-
tional $109,642 and four ve-
hicles worth almost $500,000.
The operation was conducted
with the assistance of Highway
Patrol, ICE and the Delaware
State Police.

Marijuana operations busted
DPS Narcotics seized more
than 1,000 marijuana plants

Counties.

While conducting domestic marijuana eradication, DPS Narcot-
ics seized more than 1,000 marijuana plants (above) and 35
pounds of harvested marijuana (below) in Collin and Rockwall

while conducting domestic
marijuana eradication opera-
tions in the Collin and Rockwall
County area. Narcotics received
information from the Garland
Police Department regarding an
area where they suspected
marijuana was being grown, a
suspicion that was subsequently
confirmed by DPS Aircraft.
Narcotics personnel ob-
tained consent to search the
property and discovered three
outdoor locations, as well as an
indoor operation at the house.
Officers seized 1,095 marijuana
plants from the four locations
and 35 pounds of harvested
marijuana. Officers also seized
119 firearms—five of which
were short-barrel firearms—and
a million dollars worth of
ammunition.
The
Narcotics
Service is
working with
the ATF, the
U.S.
Attorney’s
Office and the
Garland Police
Department
regarding the

2007/08

prosecution of the suspect.
Charges include manufacture/
possession of marijuana with
intent to distribute, possession
of a firearm in furtherance of a
drug crime and possession of a
firearm not registered in the
National Firearms Registration
and Transfer Record.

Amarillo drug-traffickers
busted

DPS Narcotics assisted the
DEA with the execution of four
search warrants and the indict-
ment of 21 people, 17 of whom
were arrested. The early-morn-
ing raid was the culmination of
an investigation that began
more than two years ago,
targeting an Amarillo-based
drug trafficking organization.

During the course of the
operation, investigators seized
19 weapons (seven of which
were stolen), 20 vehicles (two
stolen), 14 pounds of metham-
phetamine and $450,000. Also
assisting with the operation
were MVT, the Texas Rangers,
the DEA, the Potter and Randall
County Sheriff’s Offices and the
Amarillo Police Department.

Along with the marijuana, DPS Narcotics seized 119 firearms
(above), including five short-barrel firearms, and a million dollars
worth of ammunition from the owner of one of the marijuana
operations.
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Multistate drug-trafficking
organization investigated

DPS Narcotics seized a
significant quantity of illegal
drugs as a result of a multi-
agency investigation of a large
drug-trafficking organization
based in Texas.

Investigators established
surveillance on a commercial
motor vehicle in Mississippi
that was known to contain a
false compartment that would
be used to transport contra-
band. Investigators followed the
vehicle to Dallas, where it was
loaded with cocaine and then
driven to North Carolina.

Investigators subsequently
seized 297 pounds of cocaine
and $1.6 million, which was
intended as payment for the
cocaine. Three suspects were
arrested. Investigators also
seized 370 pounds of cocaine.
Other agencies participating in
the investigation are the DEA,
the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS), Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) and
the Mississippi Bureau of
Narcotics.

Marijuana seized at
checkpoint

A DPS Narcotics sergeant
developed information that led
to the seizure of approximately
4,109 pounds of marijuana. The
sergeant was working with the
DEA and the FBI when he
received information regarding
a truck-tractor semitrailer that
was transporting narcotics.
He relayed the information to
U.S. Border personnel in Sierra
Blanca, and they located and
stopped the vehicle at a check-
point. A canine alerted officers
to the marijuana in the rear of
the trailer.

Crime
Laboratory

Service
Crime Lab
accredited

In De-
cember, all
13 DPS
Crime Labo-
ratories
received
international
accredita-
tion—the most difficult lab
accreditation to attain. The DPS
lab system is the largest interna-
tionally accredited system in the
program. Only three other state
police laboratories in the United
States have received the inter-
national rating, including the
Oregon State Police, Utah DPS
and the Idaho State Police.
Including the 13 DPS labs, only
55 labs in the United States
have achieved this level of
accreditation.

The laboratories were
awarded the international
accreditation —which provides
the highest set of standards for
which a forensic laboratory can
be accredited —after a stringent
evaluation process that lasted
several years.

Before an American Society
of Crime Laboratory Directors/
Laboratory Accreditation Board
(ASCLD/LAB) assessment team
visits, all of the laboratory
system’s operational and techni-
cal procedures are carefully
reviewed along with numerous
documents relating to person-
nel qualifications, training and
evidence handling procedures.

The on-site assessment is
comprehensive. Every aspect of
the laboratory’s operation is
carefully reviewed, including its

Narcotics personnel investigated a multistate, drug-trafficking
organization, seizing 297 pounds of cocaine and $1.6 million.

management practices, evi-
dence handling procedures and
laboratory security. Training
programs, proficiency testing,
competency testing and testi-
mony evaluation files for each
employee are reviewed. Ac-
creditation is granted only after
the laboratory has demon-
strated compliance with all the
requirements of the program.

The accreditation means
that the ASCLD/LAB recognizes
the DPS labs as meeting both
the ISO 17025 standards for
testing and calibration laborato-
ries, as well as supplemental
requirements for forensic-
testing laboratories. The ac-
creditation lasts for five years,
with annual surveillance inspec-
tions performed each year for
the next four years.

2007 busiest year yet for DPS
Crime Laboratories

The year 2007 was the
busiest year ever for the DPS
Crime Laboratories. The labs
received evidence in a total of
70,210 criminal cases. The DPS
lab system includes 13 laborato-
ries, located in Austin, Garland,
Houston, El Paso, Waco, Corpus
Christi, McAllen, Tyler, Lub-
bock, Midland, Abilene, Ama-
rillo and Laredo.
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The crime lab disciplines

with the greatest increase in the
number of cases received
compared with 2006 were:
blood alcohol (11 percent
increase), toxicology (16 percent

increase) and firearms (40
percent increase). Despite the
increase in cases worked, DPS
lab personnel reduced the
processing time for drug case
results in nearly all labs to

approximately 30 days, and the
number of short-tandem repeat

(STR) DNA cases completed
increased by 37 percent.

In 2007, the 80t State
Legislature granted the labora-

Ballistics network links evidence to criminals

The CLE Crime Lab
Service has taken the lead
role in coordinating the
state’s National Integrated
Ballistics Information Net-
work (NIBIN), which is a
network of law enforcement
computer workstations that
are each connected to a
microscope and camera.

Examiners at each
workstation collect
the magnified images
of fired shell casings
for firearms identifi-
cation cases. The
unique microscopic
characteristics im-
parted by a firearm’s
tiring pin and breech
face onto the casings
are recorded and
stored into a data-
base. Confiscated
weapons are also
routinely test fired
and the resultant
casings are recorded
into the database.

The NIBIN
software searches the im-
ages of casings for similar
characteristics, across
jurisdictional and state lines,
and then generates possible
matches. The network has
linked routinely confiscated
weapons to unsolved
shootings. Using NIBIN,

investigators can link firearms
to crimes and specific offenders.

Firearm linked to murders
Crime Lab personnel linked
a recovered firearm to a murder
in Lubbock County. In October
2006, a man robbed three
employees of a cabaret as they
were leaving for the night. After
stealing $10,000 from the

NIBIN personnel successfully test- flred thzs 45 caliber
pistol, recovered from a lake, that a suspect had used during
a Lubbock County double homicide.

victims, the suspect repeatedly
shot them with a .38 Special
revolver and a .45 caliber pistol,
killing two and critically
wounding another.

Several months later, inves-
tigators found that one of the
firearms used in the shooting
might be in a local lake. In

January 2007, the Lubbock
County Sheriff’s Office
searched the lake and
recovered parts of a firearm
that they then sent to the
DPS Crime Lab. A DPS
firearms examiner cleaned
all the parts and reas-
sembled the firearm, which
was a .45 caliber Taurus
pistol. The firearm was
successfully test-fired
and subsequently
matched to the
firearms evidence
found at the crime
scene.

Aggravated assault
linked to drug
dealer’s residence
The Kilgore Police
Department submit-
ted a Glock pistol
seized during a raid
on a suspected drug
dealer’s house. The
pistol was entered
into NIBIN by Crime
Lab personnel in
Tyler, where it was subse-
quently matched to evi-
dence from an aggravated
assault investigation in
Dallas. The evidence from
the Dallas investigation had
been entered into the Plano
Police Department’s NIBIN
database.
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tory 64 new full-time employ-
ees and a substantial budget
increase for both equipment
and operating funds. This
added manpower, new equip-
ment and funds will assist the
lab in processing the increased
workload.

In addition, the people of
Texas voted to pass a constitu-
tional amendment (Proposition
4) in November. This amend-
ment provided $200 million for
construction, including the
building or expansion of eight
of the 13 laboratories.

1997 murder solved through
CODIS

The 1997 murder of a 92-
year-old woman in Midland was
solved through a Combined
DNA Index System (CODIS)
hit. Criminalist Brady Mills
developed a DNA profile from a
cigarette butt recovered from
the crime scene.

The profile was entered into
CODIS, where it matched to a
convicted offender who was
serving time in prison on an
unrelated charge. After officials
questioned the suspect in
prison regarding the murder,
the suspect committed suicide.

DNA links rape to known
offender

DPS Crime Lab personnel
in Lubbock linked a known
suspect to a 2002 sexual assault.
The victim was assaulted in her
bedroom, but there was no
semen detected at the crime
scene. Because there was report-
edly significant oral contact
with the victim’s chest, the
DNA analyst made a swabbing
inside the tank top the victim
had been wearing during the
assault. Crime Lab personnel

developed a DNA profile of a
male subject from the swabbing
and entered the profile into
CODIS, where it was linked to
a known offender.

DNA evidence encourages
guilty plea

Five employees of the DPS
Crime Lab testified recently at a
murder trial. The suspect had
been linked through DNA to the
1983 murder of five people at a
Kentucky Fried Chicken in
Kilgore. The original DNA work
had been performed by Lorna
Beasley, who also reexamined the
evidence in 2001 at the request of
the Texas Office of the Attorney
General.

Analysts developed a DNA
profile and submitted it to
CODIS, where the profile
matched to the suspect. The
suspect’s DNA had been stored
in the state CODIS database due
to an earlier felony conviction.
During the trial, the suspect pled
guilty to the murders. A second
suspect is scheduled for trial next
year.

Rape and murder suspect
identified

Crime Lab personnel as-
sisted the Navarro County
Sheriff’s Office with the pro-
cessing of a rape and murder
crime scene. The victim, a six-
year-old female, had been
brutally raped and hung from
the rafters of a barn. The pri-
mary suspect was the mother’s
boyfriend, who was arrested for
possession of child pornogra-
phy shortly after the victim’s
murder.

DPS Forensic Scientists
Blake Goertz and Brent Watson
used a new portable Crime-Lite
unit to identify a possible

semen stain on the victim’s
shirt. A full DNA profile was
obtained from the stain and
submitted to CODIS, where it
matched to a convicted of-
fender and not to the mother’s
boyfriend. The convicted
offender was already in the
county jail, arrested for bur-
glary of a habitation. Officers
subsequently interviewed the
offender and arrested him for
capital murder.

Murder suspects identified

DPS Crime Lab personnel
helped link two suspects to a
home-invasion robbery and
double homicide in Sugarland.
In 2004, two men forced their
way into a home, broke into the
gun safe and shot all four family
members. The mother and
younger son were killed, but
the father and older son sur-
vived.

Investigators suspected that
the older son had hired the
robbers to break into the house
and kill his family, so that he
could inherit a $1 million estate.
Forensic scientist Devin
Stasicha recovered paint from
the tool marks on the gun safe
and determined that the sus-
pects had used a Dasco Pro tool
to open the safe.

Two years later, one of the
alleged suspects was arrested on
unrelated charges, prompting
him to confess to his involve-
ment in the home invasion in
exchange for a lighter sentence.
He confirmed that the older son
had hired them and that they
had dumped the evidence in a
nearby lake.

Investigators dredged the
lake and recovered a garbage
bag that contained a Dasco Pro
tool, a Dust Buster with carpet
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fibers from the victim’s home
and a water bottle. Crime Lab
personnel used the water bottle
to obtain a DNA profile of one
of the suspects.

Rangers” TYC investigation
bolstered by Crime Lab

DPS Forensic Scientist
Christine Ceniceros linked a
Texas Youth Commission (TYC)
principal to evidence in a civil
rights violation investigation
involving inmates. In 2005,
investigators submitted evi-
dence from the principal’s office
in Pyote to the Crime Lab.

Ceniceros obtained DNA
profiles consistent with one of
the victims. The Texas Rangers
continued the investigation and
submitted other pieces of
evidence for DNA analysis in
2007. Forensic Scientist
Ceniceros subsequently linked
the additional DNA evidence to
two of the victims.

Palm prints on T-shirt link
suspect to murder

DPS Latent Print Examiner
Kirk Wilcoxson linked a known
suspect to a June 2006 homicide
in Palestine. The victim had
been stabbed 56 times and his
bloodstained T-shirt was sub-
mitted to the Crime Lab for
latent print analysis.

Wilcoxson observed a
bloody palm print on the shirt
and had it photographed. The
print was then compared to a
known suspect’s palm prints,
resulting in a positive identifica-
tion. This is only the third case
involving identified prints on
cloth by the DPS Latent Section
in the last 25 years.

DPS lab manager’s research
published

The Journal of Forensic Science
recently published the research
of DPS Laboratory Manager
Pamela Smith. The article
describes a purification tech-
nique that enables a full DNA
profile to be developed from
extremely small amounts of
DNA.

Unidentified Persons and
DNA Unit formed

The Unidentified Persons
and DNA Unit was formed in
September 2007. The mission
of the Unit is to assist Texas law
enforcement in their mandatory
requirement to enter all infor-
mation regarding an unidenti-
fied deceased or living person
into the state clearinghouse and
the National Crime Information
Center (NCIC) Unidentified
Person File. In addition, the
Unidentified Persons and DNA
Unit assists law enforcement,
medical examiners and coro-
ners throughout the state with
the coordination of DNA
samples from unidentified
human remains for entry into
the University of North Texas
Health Science Center
(UNTHSC) DNA Identity Lab.

The Unidentified Persons
and DNA Unit and the Missing
Persons Clearinghouse (MPCH)
have formed a partnership with
the UNTHSC DNA Identity Lab
to help link Texas’ missing
persons to unidentified human
remains. For the year 2007, a
total of 10 “cold” DNA matches
were made between Texas
missing and unidentified per-
sons. (A cold DNA match is a
match that would not have
been made without the use of
DNA because no other link was

suspected or known.) As a
result of these 10 cold hits,
investigators have cleared 20
unsolved cases throughout the
state.

Hundreds of missing and
unidentified persons cases
processed

The MPCH processed a total
of 555 cases in 2007. Although
the Unidentified Persons and
DNA Unit was established in
September, the following
statistics reflect numbers for
both missing persons and what
is now the Unidentified Persons
and DNA Unit. Cases worked
included 56 abductions, 169
missing persons, 177 runaways
and 153 unidentified persons.
Of those cases, 341 were located
and seven were found deceased.

In 2007, the Missing Per-
sons Clearinghouse received 40
requests for DPS-issued Amber
Alerts. Of those requests, 10
resulted in the issuance of
Amber Alerts. All of the 10
children, for whom alerts were
issued, were recovered safely,
and eight of those were recov-
ered as a result of the DPS-
issued Amber Alert.

The Clearinghouse also
received 31 requests for Silver
Alerts and issued 17. Of the 17
issued, the Silver Alert was a
factor in the recovery of four
missing individuals. The Silver
Alert was not a contributing
factor in 10 of the cases, and the
missing person was recovered
deceased in three instances.
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New CLE bureau offers “all crimes”

analytical approach

In September 2007, DPS
merged the Department’s
crime analysts into one new
unit — the Bureau of Infor-
mation Analysis (BIA). This
new bureau, which is part of
the CLE Division, assists
DPS and other law enforce-
ment agencies with investi-
gations regarding terrorism,
drugs, gangs, sex offenders,
fugitives and other major
felony offenses.

The BIA includes 12
commissioned officers and
130 analysts from the Texas
Rangers, the Driver License
Division, CIS, MVT and the
Narcotics Service.

In addition, the BIA
includes the Texas Intelli-
gence Center (TIC), which
provides 24/7 tactical sup-
port to law enforcement and
a telephone tip line for the
public. The TIC also includes
the Post-Seizure Analysis
Team, which analyzes infor-
mation from contraband and
currency seizures. Also
within TIC is the Unidenti-
tied Persons and DNA Unit,
which assists with cases
involving homicide and
unidentified bodies, and the
Missing Persons Clearing-
house (MPCH), which assists
with missing persons cases

and coordinates the state-
wide Amber and Silver Alert
programs.

BIA tactical analysts
perform database searches
and phone analyses and
provide other types of
investigative leads. BIA
strategic analysts conduct in-
depth research on suspect
groups, persons of interest
or criminal activity to help
direct law enforcement
resources toward combating
crime and terrorism more
effectively.
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Texas Ranger Division

The Texas Rangers perform
a variety of duties that consist
primarily of conducting crimi-
nal and special investigations
into felony crimes, such as
murder, white-collar crime and
public integrity cases. They also
assist in apprehending wanted
felons, suppressing major
disturbances and rendering
assistance to local law enforce-
ment officials in suppressing
crime and violence.

The Rangers perform other
duties, such as serving as offic-

Ranger Otto Hanak
investigated a
shooting in
Schulenburg. A
young male victim
was found dead in an
apartment (right) in
a two-story house
(above). The suspect
was indicted for
murder.

ers of the court during judicial
proceedings, providing protec-
tion for elected officials and
assisting the Governor’s Protec-
tive Detail with security for the
Texas Governor and other
dignitaries.

The Texas Ranger Division,
led by Chief Ray Coffman, is
made up of 134 Texas Rangers
and 26 noncommissioned
employees, including one
forensic artist, one fiscal analyst
and 24 administrative assistants.

Company A—Houston
Suspect indicted for murder

On January 4, the Fayette
County Sheriff’s Office re-
quested that Ranger Sgt. Otto
Hanak respond to a shooting in
Schulenburg. A young male
was found dead in an apart-
ment. Law enforcement appre-
hended the suspect and
charged him with
public intoxica-
tion. At the jail,
investigators
interviewed him
regarding the
shooting.

Evidence col-

lected at the
apartment indi-

cated that several shots had
been fired into a wall. With the
evidence and statements,
investigators charged the sus-
pect with murder. On January
11, the case was presented to a
grand jury, and the suspect was
indicted for murder.

Game warden’s killer arrested

On March 17, a male en-
gaged in a shoot-out with two
Texas Parks and Wildlife game
wardens, three Wharton
County Sheriff’s Office units
and three Highway Patrol units.
Before the shoot-out, a game
warden had observed the male
shooting at night off a public
roadway, and a chase ensued.
Two Highway Patrol units
spiked the suspect’s vehicle,
flattening his tires.

The suspect got out of his
vehicle with a semiautomatic
handgun and fired ten shots at
officers. Three of the officers
returned fire. One of the game
wardens left the cover of his
truck to flank the suspect
where he would have a clear
shot. The suspect then got a
rifle from his truck and began
firing at the officers. The game
warden wounded the suspect
who then fired several rounds,
striking the warden. The game
warden died from his wounds.

Ranger Sgt. David Maxwell
arrested the suspect and
charged him with capital
murder of a peace officer. He
was placed in a Harris County
Jail with no bond.

Murder suspect arrested
On July 23, Ranger Sgts.
Ronald Duff, Kevin Pullen and
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Grover “Frank” Huff assisted
the San Jacinto County Sheriff’s
Office with a murder investiga-
tion. A woman was shot once in
the chest inside her home. Her
ex-husband, who lived in the
same residence along with
another male, was found to be
the person who fired the shot.
The male residents stated
that the victim and her ex-
husband had argued about her
addiction to “crack” cocaine. At
one point, the ex-husband
asked the victim to leave.
Instead of leaving, the victim
entered the house and asked
the suspect where the gun was
because she was going to shoot
him. The suspect followed the
victim into a bedroom. Both
suspect and victim grabbed for
the gun. The suspect got to the
gun first and swung it toward

Rangers Ronald Duff, Kevin Pullen and Grover Huff collected
evidence (above) at a murder scene in San Jacinto County and
performed a trajectory study of the fired projectiles (below) to
support or disprove the suspect’s version of the crime.

the victim, and the gun went
off.

After conferring with the
San Jacinto County District
Attorney concerning statements
and the evidence at the scene,
Sgt. Pullen arrested the ex-
husband and placed him in jail.
The Rangers collected evidence,
photographed the scene, and
performed a trajectory study of
the fired projectiles. The sus-
pect, while in solitary confine-
ment, died of natural causes.

Capital murder suspect
arrested
On August 1, the Shelby

County Sheriff’s Office re-
quested that Ranger Sgt. Tom
Davis assist them with a man-
hunt. A suspect had abducted
an elderly woman and forced
her to withdraw $10,000 from
her bank at the
drive-through
window. The
victim
mouthed the
words “help
me” while
acting nervous,
which alerted
bank person-
nel. The sus-
pect, hiding on
the floorboard
of the victim’s
vehicle, forced
the elderly
woman into the
back seat. He
drove the
victim’s vehicle,
eluding police.

The
suspect pulled
the vehicle
over, forced the
victim into the
trunk and shot

her to death. The suspect
started driving the vehicle
again. A Highway Patrol trooper
fired at the vehicle, causing
severe damaged to a tire. The
disabled vehicle landed in a
ditch, and the suspect fled into
the woods on foot. During the
night, the suspect entered a
home, stole the keys to a
resident’s vehicle and escaped in
that truck. The suspect was
found the following day in his
aunt’s house, and the FBI lo-
cated the $10,000 in his room.
Charges are pending.

Prison escapees captured

On September 24, two
offenders housed at the TDCJ-
Wynne Unit in Walker County
escaped. They overpowered a
correctional officer while work-
ing an outdoor detail on the
Wynne Unit property. The
correctional officer was un-
harmed, but the offenders took
his service weapon.

In a nearby business park-
ing lot, they engaged another
TDC]J correctional officer, who
was on horseback, with gunfire.
During the gun battle, one of
the offenders jumped into a city
truck and ran over the officer
and her horse, killing the
officer. The offenders took her
rifle and left the scene in the
truck. The offenders later
ditched this truck and car-
jacked a victim. The offenders
and the kidnapped victim sped
away with city police and
county deputies in pursuit.

The pursuit ended approxi-
mately three miles away when
the fleeing vehicle’s tire was
deflated by police gunfire. Local
police and the offenders en-
gaged in another gun battle,
and a large-scale manhunt
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ensued. Both
escapees were
apprehended
within a few
hours. Local

Texas Ranger Division Criminal Statistics
Start Date: Jan. 1, 2007 — End Date: Dec. 31, 2007

Investigations — Offenses/Cases

Developed Totals Murder

Offenses - Activities*: 504 54 164 231
1712 260 0 153

Robbery  Burglary  Theft

Texas Rangers, _
Highway Charged Offenses:
Patrol troopers

and DPS Completed

Closed Files:
aircraft had

assisted in the
manhunt.
Ranger

Criminal - Activity Disp*: 2,591

3236 475 101
3

Arrests — Conviction results
Number of arrests: 2,070

128 588
188

Number of convictions: 1,798

Sgt. Pete
Maskunas was
named lead

* Other is all other criminal offenses (fraud, forgery, assault, etc.).
* Activities are warrant, civil, subpoena and fugitive.

Ranger in the
follow-up
investigation of the capital
murder of a public servant,
kidnapping and escape. Ranger
Lt. L. C. Wilson, along with
Sgts. David Maxwell, Brian
Taylor, Otto Hanak, Crayton
McGee, Ronald Duff, Grover
Huff and Chance Collins all
responded to the crime scene

and assisted in the investigation.

They obtained statements from
the offenders and numerous
witness.

Company B—Garland
Murder suspect behind bars

On April 15, Ranger Sgt.
Ronny Griffith was called to
assist the Carthage Police
Department in the investigation
of the death of a juvenile male.
The death was reported as a
burglary/homicide. Investiga-
tors found the scene was set up
and was not a break-in. They
also determined that the sus-
pect worked at a restaurant
owned by the victim’s family
and was in the country illegally
from Mexico.

Sgt. Griffith and Ranger Sgt.

Steve Boyd worked and photo-
graphed the crime scene. A

Carthage Police Department
investigator and Sgt. Griffith
took statements. The suspect
had entered the young boy’s
room and sexually assaulted
and killed him.
The suspect
then wrapped
the victim in a
comforter and
staged the
burglary. The
suspect is jailed
under a $12
million bond.

Murder solved
On May 10,
a woman was
reported as
missing from
the Dallas area.
The body of a
woman was
found deceased
inside a por-
table toilet at a
construction
site in Hewitt
about 100
miles away.
The Hewitt
Police Depart-

ment began an investigation
and requested assistance from
Ranger Sgt. Matt Cawthon.
On May 15, the body was
positively identified as the

Investigations by Rangers Ronny Griffith, Steve Boyd and the
Carthage Police Department revealed that a juvenile victim’s
murderer staged the crime scene as a burglary.
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missing woman from Dallas,
and the Dallas Police Depart-
ment requested that Ranger
Sgt. Terry Welch assist in the
investigation. Due to multiple
jurisdictions involved, it was
agreed that Sgt. Welch would
assume the lead in this investi-
gation.

On May 17, investigators
served two search warrants at
two residences in Dallas. Those
two residences were occupied
by the suspect, who was the last
person to see the victim alive.
Investigators recovered evi-
dence at both residences; and
on May 23, the Dallas Police
Department and members of
the U.S. Marshals Fugitive
Apprehension Strike Team
captured the suspect. He was
arrested and charged with
aggravated sexual assault and
violation of parole (original
charge of murder).

Cold-case murders solved
Ranger Sgt. Roger Lough
and the Red River County
Sheriff investigated the 1987
double murder of a male and
female. On March 27, law
enforcement arrested one of the
suspects on an unrelated parole

Ranger Marshall Thomas collected
evidence, such as the above shell casing,
at a Floyd County shooting that
involved a local justice of the peace.

violation, and he was
placed in the Red
River County jail.

Sgt. Lough and
the sheriff inter-
viewed the suspect,
found additional
evidence and deter-
mined that two other
males, one of whom
was deceased, were
involved. With the
additional evidence
and testimony,
investigators arrested
the two remaining
suspects for capital murder in
this 1987 cold case.

Man kills grandmother

On August 9, Ranger Sgt.
Ronny Griffith was requested to
assist the Gregg County
Sheriff’s Office, involving the
shooting deaths of a male and
female. Sgt. Griffith traveled to
the location, collected evidence
and interviewed witnesses. His
investigation helped lead to the
arrest of the suspect.

Sgt. Griffith found that the
suspect had been smoking
marijuana dipped in embalm-
ing fluid for several days before
the murder. The suspect went
to the home of his grandmother
and uncle to get his
grandmother’s gun. He shot
both and left. The suspect was
placed in the Gregg County jail
on capital murder charges.

Company C—Lubbock
Floyd County justice of the
peace shoots husband

On March 10, Ranger Sgt.
Marshall Thomas assisted the
Floyd County Sheriff’s Office
with a shooting investigation. A
local justice of the peace had
shot her husband. Sgt. Thomas

Ranger Russ Authier assisted the Parker County
Sheriff's Office in investigating the hanging deaths of
four children. A woman hanged her children and then
herself in the closet of their mobile home.

photographed the scene, col-
lected evidence and obtained
witness and victim statements.

Sgt. Thomas processed the
firearm for fingerprints and
submitted several items of
evidence, including shell cas-
ings, fired bullets, the victim’s
clothes and a semiautomatic
pistol, to the DPS Crime Lab
for analysis. The judge was
arrested and charged with
aggravated assault with a deadly
weapon.

Mother hangs three children

On May 29, the Parker
County Sheriff’s Office re-
quested that Ranger Sgt. Russ
Authier assist at the scene of a
multiple homicide. Law en-
forcement officials were sum-
moned to the residence when a
relative went to check on her
sister’s welfare and discovered
her sister and her sister’s four
children hanging in a bedroom
closet.

The youngest child was
found alive and removed from
the residence. Sgt. Authier
assisted with the processing and
collection of evidence at the
residence and attended the

Continued on page 25
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Texas Rangers Forensic Artist

Texas Rangers Forensic
Artist Suzanne Birdwell
assists law enforcement
agencies with multiple forms
of investigative-related
artwork, including composite
drawings, age progression
updates of missing persons or
dangerous fugitives, postmor-
tem drawings and facial
reconstruction on or from the
skull.

These images are used
both to aid in the apprehen-
sion of criminal offenders and
to assist in the identification
of victims of violent crime or
otherwise questionable deaths.
Birdwell travels throughout
the state in the performance
of her duties, assisting local,
county, state, federal and
military law enforcement
agencies in their investiga-
tions.

Kidnapped baby found

On March 10, the
Lubbock Police Department
received a 911 call that an
unidentified female had
abducted a newborn from a
local hospital. The abductor
was dressed in medical
attire. A review of the
hospital’s security footage
revealed a female departing
the hospital lobby carrying
a large bag. An Amber Alert
was issued in an attempt to
locate the infant.

Ranger Sgt. Tony Arnold
attended a multi-agency
briefing at the Lubbock
Police Department where

W

The suspect drawing (above left) by Forensic Artist Suzanne Birdwell
assisted law enforcement in locating the kidnapping suspect (above right).

investigators requested a com-
posite drawing of the suspect.
Texas Rangers Forensic Artist
Suzanne Birdwell drew a
composite drawing of the
abductor. Sgt. Arnold for-
warded the composite drawing
to local agencies. On March 11,
the infant and the female
suspect, Rayshaun Parson, were
located in Clovis, New Mexico,
and returned to Lubbock. On
August 16, Parson pled guilty
to one count of kidnapping and
faces no less than 20 years and
up to life in prison, as well as a
$250,000 fine and restitution.

Unidentified victim IDed by a
drawing of her tattoo

On November 13, working
with Birdwell and Ranger Sgt.
Oscar Rivera, the DPS Public
Information Office dissemi-
nated a statewide press release
to publicize Birdwell’s drawings
of a deceased unidentified
woman’s tattoo and clothing.

That same day, a friend of

the deceased, who had seen
the drawing in the San
Antonio news media, called
authorities. By the end of the
day and following an investi-
gation by the Rangers and
with the help of the DPS
Crime Lab, the woman was
identified as 33-year-old
Martina Trevino Alderete of
San Antonio. She had been
found dead in Live Oak
County in May 2007.
Continued on page 25
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(WoT DRAWN
TO SCALE)

This forensic drawing of an
unidentified victim’s tattoo led
to her identification.
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Texas Rangers Forensic Artist

Continued from page 24

The case is jointly under
investigation by the Live
Oak County Sheriff’s Office
and the Texas Rangers, and
foul play has not been ruled
out.

Drawing helps identify
homicide victim

On Dec. 29, 2005, the
skeletal remains of an
unidentified teenage male
homicide victim were found

in Lubbock County. On Feb.

13, 2006, the Rangers re-
leased an original forensic
drawing of the victim to the
media, but the release did
not produce any leads. On
Oct. 18, 2006, Ranger Sgt.
Tony Arnold requested that
Rangers Forensic Artist
Suzanne Birdwell conduct a
facial reconstruction on the
victim’s skull. Birdwell
completed the three-dimen-
sional sculpture as well as a

A DPS press release, including the forensic drawing (left) of an unidentified
homicide victim in Lubbock County, and the resulting media coverage led to
the identification of the victim as 17-year-old Bernard Wilson (right) from

Lubbock.

new two-dimensional facial
reproduction from the
skull.

On Dec. 19, 2007, the
DPS Public Information
Office released the new two-
dimensional forensic draw-
ing to news media in Texas,
Louisiana, Oklahoma and
New Mexico. After seeing
the resulting media coverage
of the press release, the
father of the victim came
forward to say that he
thought the victim looked
like his missing son.

DNA tests confirmed
that the father, who had
contacted investigators after
seeing the news coverage,
and mother were the parents
of the victim, identified as
17-year-old Bernard Wilson
from Lubbock. The Texas
Rangers and Lubbock
County sheriff’s office are
continuing their investiga-
tion into his homicide.

Continued from page 23
autopsies of all four victims.
The Tarrant County Medical
Examiner’s Office ruled the
cause of death of all four as
hanging. The manner of death
for the children was homicide,
and the manner of death for the
adult female was suicide.

Man kills person with
baseball bat

On March 19 in Wise
County, a male was involved in
a domestic disturbance with his
girlfriend. When the victim
attempted to intercede in the
argument, the suspect struck
the victim in the head with a
baseball bat. The victim later
died at a local hospital.

The Bridgeport Police
Department contacted Ranger
Sgt. Dewayne Dockery, request-
ing assistance with this investi-
gation. Sgt. Dockery assisted
the police department with
interviews and obtained written
statements from witnesses.
Investigators arrested the
suspect and charged him with
murder.

Man commits “suicide by cop”
On September 5, the
Wichita County Sheriff’s Office
requested the Rangers’ assis-
tance with a police-involved
shooting investigation. The
male suspect called the Sheriff’s
Office and said he needed
S.W.A.T. at his residence. He
had taken his girlfriend hostage
and said he would be coming
out of the house with a pistol.
The Wichita County Special
Response Unit arrived on the
scene. Attempts to make tele-
phone contact with the suspect
were unsuccessful. He exited
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his house and fired four shots at
officers. A police sniper fired
one round, killing the suspect.
Ranger Sgts. R.K. Johnson, Jay
Foster, Dewayne Dockery and
Russell Authier responded to
the scene, interviewed witnesses
and involved officers, collected
evidence, assisted in obtaining
measurements to construct a
diagram of the crime scene and
attended the autopsy.

Company D—San Antonio
TYC House Superintendent
arrested

On March 6, Ranger Sgt.
Lance Coleman was assigned to
assist the TDCJ Inspector
General and the Texas OAG in
an investigation of the Texas
Youth Commission (TYC). This
investigation was to identify
TYC facility controls and mis-
conduct involving TYC person-
nel. On March 8, Sgt. Coleman
was advised that the TYC
hotline in Austin received an
anonymous tip that the Ayers
House Superintendent in Bexar
County was seen shredding
documents in her office. Sgt.
Coleman interviewed the house
superintendent.

His investigation revealed
that the house superintendent

Ranger Oscar Rivera assisted with the search for a Goliad
County Jail escapee. The male prisoner fashioned a makeshift
pistol from a bar of soap to use during his escape.

had destroyed documents in
her office. The documents
shredded were employee
performance evaluations,
employee grievance notes, case
planning review notes, youth
grievance records and trust
fund forms of monetary ac-
counts. On March 9, Sgt.
Coleman obtained an arrest
warrant for the House Superin-
tendent. She was arrested and
charged with tampering with
physical evidence.

Prisoner escapes using soap

On July 14, the Goliad
County Sheriff’s Office con-
tacted Sgt. Oscar Rivera about
the escape of a male prisoner
from the county jail. The pris-
oner escaped by fashioning a
makeshift pistol from a bar of
soap. The suspect was in cus-
tody on drug charges and theft
of a motor vehicle. After he
escaped, he stole a vehicle and
fled to George West.

A George West police officer
pursued the escapee onto the
highway, where after approxi-
mately three miles the escapee
jumped from the vehicle and
fled into the brush. DPS Air-
craft, Live Oak County Sheriff’s
Office, Bee County Sheriff’s
Office, Goliad
County Sheriff’s
Office and
Ranger Sgt.
Oscar Rivera
responded to
the manhunt.
The escapee was
located and
arrested without
incident.

Felon roundup
On May 7,
law enforce-

ment officers from multiple
agencies, including Ranger Sgts.
Rocky Millican and Lance
Coleman, U.S. Marshals, FBI,
local sheriff and police depart-
ments, joined together with the
goal of rounding up 17 wanted
felons in Frio County. A total of
15 people were arrested.

Most of the wanted felons
targeted for arrest during the
round up were suspected
affiliates or confirmed members
of the Mexican Mafia. Fifteen of
the seventeen warrants were for
parole violators. During the
arrest of one individual, officers
discovered a significant amount
of heroin, resulting in the arrest
of two additional individuals.

Man killed for property

On June 14, the body of a
deceased male was found at the
base of a public boat ramp in
Victoria County. The Victoria
County Sheriff requested
Ranger Sgt. Morgan Miller’s
assistance in an investigation of
the death. Preliminary autopsy
results indicated the victim
drowned. A vehicle used by the
victim was not at the scene and
was found in Goliad County.
Individuals in possession of the
vehicle were identified as one
male and three females.

Several of the females
provided statements indicating
that the male suspect killed the
victim and took his vehicle and
property. The witnesses claimed
the suspect hit, kicked and
stomped the victim and held
his head under water until he
died. On June 29, Ranger Sgt.
Lance Coleman and the Lone
Star Fugitive Task Force located
the suspect in San Antonio and
arrested him. On June 30,

Continued on page 28
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Why we have Texas Rangers

Ranger uncovers sexual abuse in
TYC facilities and promises victims
he will not fail them

By Texas Ranger Captain Barry Caver,
Company E—Midland

On September 1, DPS Director Col.
Thomas Davis, Jr. presented a Director’s
Citation to Texas Ranger Sgt. Brian
Burzynski for his investigation into sexual
abuse at the West Texas State School, a
maximum-security, all-male correction
facility for juveniles in Pyote.

In February 2005, a math teacher, who
volunteered at the institution, contacted Sgt.
Burzynski and explained that several of his
students had told him that the assistant
superintendent was having sex with young
inmates. During the next two months, Sgt.
Burzynski interviewed 74 of the prisoners
and secured 354 pieces of physical evidence.
By July 2005, Sgt. Burzynski had identified
three prison employees suspected of having
sexual contact with incarcerated inmates.

Sgt. Burzynski presented his findings to
the Ward County district attorney for pros-
ecution. For almost a year and a half, Ranger
Burzynski continued to gather proof while
the DA decided what to do. Frustrated with
so little response from the DA, Burzynski
talked with the Texas Attorney General’s
office in November 2006 and generated
enough attention to proceed with prosecu-
tion of the sexual predators.

As public awareness of the lack of pros-
ecution grew, the Texas State Legislature
wanted to know why the original three
suspects presented to the Ward County DA
had never been prosecuted. Sgt. Burzynski
was asked to present testimony before a joint
oversight committee regarding his investiga-
tion. During his testimony, he explained that
he had promised the victims that he would
not fail them. He said, “I'm here today

Texas Ranger Sgt. Brian Burzynski

because I've got a promise to keep.” The
Ranger’s testimony was so compelling that
the committee and those attending the
hearing gave him a standing ovation.

As a result of his investigation, the Texas
Attorney General’s office and the Rangers
have conducted a comprehensive investiga-
tion of TYC facilities across the state, and
TYC board members and several key
administrators have resigned from their
positions. Ranger investigations have also
uncovered cases of TYC officials tampering
with government records. In addition, Sgt.
Burzynski