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The Texas Division of Emergency Management is accepting article submissions for The Texas 

Emergency Management Online (TEMO) newsletter. If you have an idea for a topic or would like 

to submit an article, send an email to TDEM.WEB@dps.texas.gov. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF – January 2017 

Happy 2017, Texas! Many of us have made our New Year’s resolutions this year; to be healthier, 
to read more, to stop procrastinating. Whatever your New Year’s resolution may be, let’s add 
another one to the list – to be personally prepared for emergencies and disasters.  
As a proud member of the emergency management community and Chief of the Texas Division 

of Emergency Management (TDEM), I know we will work together to improve our preparedness. 

I invite you to read more about TDEM accomplishments and plans in my 2016 recap letter.  

The year 2016 was a busy year for Texas with numerous severe weather events. After two 

federal disaster decelerations in 2015 with many areas of the state still in recovery, Texas 

started off 2016 with a new federal disaster declaration after deadly tornadoes at the end of the 

year. Severe weather continued for the first half of the year ending in with additional three 

federal disaster declarations. 

As we begin 2017 we can start off on the right foot by reviewing basic preparedness measures. 

Texans must continue to be vigilant and ensure they are prepared for various forms of natural or 

man-made disasters that can occur.  

Have a family plan!  

• Plans should be simple and easy to remember  

• Post emergency numbers and teach children how to use them  

• Identify escape routes and meeting places for your family  

http://hdqappw500625/dem/
mailto:TDEM.WEB@dps.texas.gov
http://hdqappw500625/dem/temo/articles/2016recapletter.pdf
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• Include your pets in your family plan  

Have a disaster supply kit! 

• Water (minimum of one gallon of water per person per day for at least three days)  

• Food (minimum three day supply per person, and don’t forget the can opener)  

• First aid kit  

• Personal hygiene supplies  

• Whistle to signal for help  

• Prescription medication supplies and equipment  

• Extra clothing and bedding supplies in case of evacuations (suitable for changing Texas 

weather)  

• Baby supplies and children’s toys  

• Pet supplies (e.g., food, crates)  

 

Texas continues to lead the nation in major disaster declarations. We can work together to 

mitigate, prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from the impacts of disasters by 

preparing ourselves, our families and our communities. Have a safe, happy and healthy new 

year! 

Links: 
Emergency Supplies Kit 
Preparing Texas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://hdqappw500625/dem/Preparedness/emerSupplyKits.htm
https://www.preparingtexas.org/
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AMBER ALERT AWARENESS DAY 

Most of us have heard the loud tone of an AMBER Alert, originating from our mobile devices. 

AMBER Alerts are designed to get the public’s attention. Radio and television broadcasts, 

highway signs, Twitter feeds and wireless emergency alerts are some of the numerous resources 

utilized to rapidly notify the public of child abduction incidents. As our reliance on technology and 

social media increases, so does the potential to immediately provide communities with life-saving 

information. During a child abduction incident, every second counts. A public sighting or reported 

tip could make a difference in the life of a child. Even with all the modern technology available, 

most people don’t know the harrowing story behind what is now a familiar call for help. 

The term “AMBER Alert” is widely recognized, however it is 

associated with a tragic history. Every January 13 the nation 

remembers the legacy of a very special 9-year-old girl, by 

the name of Amber Hagerman. Amber was riding her bicycle 

in an abandoned parking lot when she was kidnapped on 

January 13, 1996 in Arlington, Texas. Days later, she was 

found brutally murdered. Amber’s story, however, wasn’t 

over. Concerned citizens, broadcasters and law enforcement 

quickly reacted, creating a public notification system in their 

local community for abducted children. The name “Amber 

Alert” was chosen in remembrance of Amber Hagerman. 

From what started in the Dallas/Fort Worth area, has become 

the nation’s role model. Today, every U.S. state has an 

AMBER Alert program. In Texas, there are 18 independent regional alert programs working 

alongside the state’s network. The Blue, Silver and Endangered Missing Persons alert programs 

also mirror the original Amber Plan concept 

 

In 2002 Executive Order RP-16 created the state’s Amber Alert network, coordinated by the 

Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS). Texas legislation in 2003 codified the existing state 

network as the “Statewide America’s Missing: Broadcast Emergency Response (AMBER) Alert 

System for Abducted Children.” The State Operations Center (SOC), within the Texas Division of 

Emergency Management (TDEM) serves as the intake and coordinator of alert resources 

statewide. Investigative support is provided by the DPS Joint Crime Information Center (JCIC). 

During an activation of the state’s AMBER Alert network, the following technology resources are 

made available: 

    
• Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) Highway Signs  

http://hdqappw500625/dem/temo/images/article2photo2.jpg


Texas Emergency Management Online  January 2017; Vol. 64, No. 1; Page 4 

• Emergency Alert System (EAS) and NOAA Weather Radio  

• Texas Lottery Commission Vendor Machines & Electronic Scrolling Signs  

• Media  

 Local radio and television news service outlets 

• DPS Flyer Distribution System  

 Texas law enforcement agencies can create and distribute their own AMBER Alert flyers, 

apart from those issued by the state’s network. Additionally, the public can subscribe to 

receive AMBER Alert flyers at no cost: 
http://www.dps.texas.gov/dem/Operations/Alerts/amberEmailAlerts.htm  

• Law Enforcement  

 Local, state and federal law enforcement agencies are notified via the Texas Law 

Enforcement Telecommunications System (TLETS). 

• Independent Bankers Association of Texas (IBAT) Electronic Signs  

 IBAT members are encouraged to display alert information within their lobby and drive-

through facilities, to include electronic messaging systems. 

• National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) Secondary Distribution System  

 NCMEC’s Secondary Distribution Network activates during AMBER Alerts, mobilizing 

numerous companies (Examples: Yahoo, Google “Alphabet”, Facebook, Walgreens and 

OnStar). For further information regarding how to receive alerts from NCMEC’s Secondary 
Distribution partners, please visit the following link at http://www.missingkids.com/AmbersignUp  

• Twitter - @Tx_Alerts  

 Follow @TX_Alerts to receive AMBER Alert information statewide, issued by the Texas 

Department of Public Safety. 

• Participating Companies and Organizations  

 TDEM’s SOC maintains an extensive list of participating companies and public content 

providers, with the ability to rapidly disseminate information to Texas citizens. 

• Mobile Phones – Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA)  

TDEM also houses a training and outreach component, designed to strengthen AMBER Alert 

operations and awareness at the local, regional, state and federal levels. Each year, TDEM hosts 

a workshop designed for regional AMBER Alert coordinators to network and share information. 

Law enforcement officials can also receive specialized alert program training, offering Texas 

Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) credit.       

http://hdqappw500625/dem/Operations/Alerts/amberEmailAlerts.htm
http://www.missingkids.com/AmbersignUp
https://twitter.com/TX_Alerts
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Texas Emergency Management Conference will host an AMBER Alert workshop on May 15, 2017 

at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San Antonio, Texas. This course outlines how law 

enforcement activates alert resources for specific missing person cases at available local, 

regional and state networks. Attendees will receive a certificate of course completion, along with 

3-hours of TCOLE credit.       

What can you do? Remain vigilant of the dangers present and stay informed about what to do 

when a child abduction occurs. Educate children about personal safety, safe places, strangers 

and online predators. If an AMBER Alert has been activated, be on the lookout for the child, 

suspect and vehicle. Call 911 immediately if you witness a child being abducted or if you locate 

an abducted child, suspect or possible vehicle. Every passing moment is essential for the safe 

return of a child.     

We invite you to visit the below website and learn more about the AMBER Alert program, 

including how to receive alerts. Become involved and save a child’s life! 

    
http://www.dps.texas.gov/dem/Operations/Alerts/index.htm 

http://www.missingkids.com/AmbersignUp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://hdqappw500625/dem/Operations/Alerts/index.htm
http://www.missingkids.com/AmbersignUp
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2017 HOUSTON-GALVESTON-SABINE LAKE HURRICANE EVACUATION FULL-
SCALE EXERCISE (HURRICANE CHARLIE STATE EXERCISE SERIES)  

 

Every year, Texas’ coastal communities face the possible 

threat from hurricanes. While it has been a few years 

since Hurricane Ike targeted our state, the threat is not 

diminished. The day will come when we are faced with a 

major storm setting its eye on Texas. In order to properly 

respond, our agencies and personnel have to be trained 

and prepared; plans have to be in place to guide our 

actions. To prepare for this event, the Texas Division of 

Emergency Management (TDEM) held a series of 

exercises in 2016 to test certain elements of an air evacuation from the Rio Grande Valley. The 

culminating full-scale exercise involved federal, state, and local participants in DPS Region 3, and 

dealt with the evacuation of citizens using commercial and military aircraft in anticipation of a 

hurricane forecast to make landfall along the Texas coast. In 2017, the focus shifts to ground 

transportation across Texas’ interstate highways, mainly in DPS Region 2 from Beaumont to 

Galveston. 

TDEM recognizes its responsibilities to protect the public 

from, and mitigate the effects of, the potential hazards 

and threats associated with a major hurricane. This 

includes the necessity for a properly planned, equipped 

and integrated response in the event of such an incident. 

With this responsibility in mind, TDEM, together with its 

state and federal partners and in conjunction with local 

jurisdictions, will hold a series of workshops and tabletop 

exercises, leading up to the full-scale exercise planned for 

June 1-9, 2017. 

The exercise is called the 2017 Houston-Galveston-Sabine Lake Hurricane Evacuation Full-Scale 

Exercise (Hurricane Charlie State Exercise Series). During the planning and the execution of 

these exercises, the state of Texas will test and build its capabilities to communicate, evacuate, 

transport and shelter. Specifically it will test abilities to: 

• Provide decision makers with timely and relevant information using various technologies.  

• Share information and warnings about evacuation, protective measures and inland 

sheltering efforts.  

http://hdqappw500625/dem/temo/images/article3photo1.jpg
http://hdqappw500625/dem/temo/images/article3photo2.jpg
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• Track and account for evacuees forced to leave their homes.  

• Track finances associated with a mass evacuation.  

• Establish and maintain a unified and coordinated operational structure.  

• Coordinate critical transportation during an evacuation.  

• Effectively initiate, coordinate and sustain mass care operations.  

• Provide special medical and functional needs support services (FNSS) support to citizens 

in need of evacuation.  

• Coordinate the return of citizens to their communities after the storm.  

• Integrate resources during operations with all local, regional, state and federal entities.  

These exercises establish a learning environment for 

participants to examine emergency response plans, 

policies and procedures as they pertain to hurricane 

threat and evacuation. The Hurricane Charlie Exercise 

Series is evidence of the growing public safety 

partnership between local jurisdictions, state agencies 

and federal partners in response to the potential of a 

major storm threating the state of Texas and its 

communities. 

Exercises of this scale are also largely supported by volunteers. If you are interested in 

experiencing what it would be like to evacuate and would like to participate as a volunteer, 

please contact your TDEM district coordinator.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://hdqappw500625/dem/temo/images/article3photo3.jpg
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TEXAS VOAD 2017 UPDATE 

Texas Voluntary Organizations Active in 

Disaster (VOAD) is a coalition of 

nonprofit organizations that respond to 

disasters as part of their overall mission. 

Texas VOAD is a statewide body that facilitates cooperation, communication, coordination and 

collaboration of member organizations in all phases of disaster and to maximize member impact. 

VOADs work under a points of consensus of agreement on how organizations work with each 

other and in communities throughout the state to help in the recovery of those who have gone 

through a disaster. More than 30 agencies are members of the Texas VOAD. 

The year 2016 was another unprecedented period of disasters ranging from widespread flooding, 

tornadoes, fires and more. VOADs were stretched in a way they have never been stretched 

before for their volunteers and donations. However, with true Texas hospitality, everyone 

continued to work together, stepped up to the plate and helped people in disaster impacted 

communities. Assistance included clean up, securing homes, repairs and home rebuilds. 

The year began with the December 26, 2015 North Texas Tornado Outbreak and had everyone in full 

swing. Just about the time VOADs thought there was a chance to catch a break, widespread 

storms and flooding occurred across the state involving many rivers and lakes including the 

Trinity, Brazos, Leon, Sabine and San Jacinto rivers to name a few. VOAD agencies continued to 

answer the call in hard hit areas with repairs and rebuilding that continued for those who did not 

have insurance or were underinsured. 

Rev. Laraine Waughtal is the new President of Texas VOAD. In 2017, Texas VOAD will look at 

how the organization can continue to improve response and recovery and how organizations can 

support each other as well as communities in times of disaster. Texas VOAD will also focus on 

recruiting a person that can help Texas VOAD keep its website up-to-date with more information 

for people to learn about the organizations and what they do. Tracking areas in which each of 

the organizations are working and the ability to report out all the great work the volunteers in 

the state of Texas accomplish is also on the 2017 agenda. Rev. Waughtal looks forward to 

working with all volunteers and the state of Texas in 2017. 

Rev. Laraine Waughtal 

Coordinator of Disaster Response (UMCOR)/UMVIM (United Methodist Volunteers in Mission) 

Central Texas United Methodist Conference 

President State of Texas VOAD  

For more information visit Texas VOAD at https://txvoad.communityos.org/cms/.  

http://www.weather.gov/fwd/dec26tornadoes
https://txvoad.communityos.org/cms/
http://hdqappw500625/dem/temo/images/article4photo1Lg.jpg
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TEXAS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BRIEFS, TIPS AND LINKS 

TEXAS FIRE INVESTIGATION FORUM AND SCIENCE ADVISORY WORKGROUP MEETING 

January 31 - February 2, 2017 in Laredo, Texas 

 

The State Fire Marshal's Office has assembled the 

Science Advisory Workgroup (SAW) to review previous 

arson cases and to provide feedback and expertise on 

current cases. 

The State Fire Marshal's Office would like to invite local 

fire investigation units and district attorneys to attend 

the meeting to observe how the process works and to 

answer any questions. 

For registration and conference agenda, visit the 

registration website. 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF THE FEMA INTENDED PROCUREMENT FOR NATIONAL FLOOD 

INSURANCE PROGRAM (NFIP) 

With the impacts of several large flood disasters over the past years, the National Flood 

Insurance Program (NFIP) experienced situations where the cost of policy claims far exceeded 

the amount of premiums and accumulated surplus. This resulted in the NFIP incurring a debt to 

the U.S. Treasury of $23 billion. 

 

FEMA received the authority to secure reinsurance from 

the private reinsurance and capital markets. In response, 

FEMA created the NFIP Reinsurance Program with the 

primary objective to diversify the tools it uses to manage the financial consequences of the 

government’s catastrophic flood risk. 

NFIP Reinsurance Program 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE OFFERS TORNADO VIRTUAL TABLETOP 

EXERCISE 

FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute (EMI) Virtual Tabletop Exercise (VTTX) program will 

offer six sessions of a tornado scenario on February 21, 22, 23, 2017 and March 7, 8, and 9. The 

https://texasfireinvestigationforum.splashthat.com/
https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-2016-reinsurance-initiative
http://hdqappw500625/dem/temo/images/article5photo1.jpg
http://hdqappw500625/dem/temo/images/article5photo1Lg2.jpg
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VTTX helps communities prepare for the upcoming tornado season using historical events and 

recovery actions. The application deadlines are January 11 and January 25 respectively.  

The VTTX will occur 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. ET on each of the days listed above. To participate, send 

an email to Doug Kahn at douglas.kahn@fema.dhs.gov or call 301-447-7645. Also, send a courtesy 

copy email to the Integrated Emergency Management Branch at fema-emi-iemb@fema.dhs.gov or 

call 301-447-1381. Additional information is available at 

https://training.fema.gov/programs/emivttx.aspx.  

HUD ANNOUNCES $177 MILLION MORE IN DISASTER RELIEF FUNDS FOR TEXAS 

By Mihir Zaveri, December 23, 2016, Houston Chronicle 

Texas will receive more than $177 million in disaster recovery funds, more than quadrupling the 

amount of critical, long-term aid after a series of historic storms ravaged Houston and other 

parts of the state, federal officials announced December 23. 

The announcement by the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development follows the torrential rain and flooding 

during the Tax Day and Memorial Day Floods and could mean 

years of assistance for people whose homes and businesses 

still sport cracked floors and broken roofs. 

From Houston Chronicle 

TEXAS AGAIN TOPS THE NATION IN POPULATION 

GROWTH 

By Lydia DePillis, December 20, 2016, Houston Chronicle 

Texas added more new residents than any other state between July 2015 and July 2016, in a 

year when the country overall grew at near-historically low rates, according to U.S. Census 

estimates released on December 20. 

Texas brought in 432,957 net new people, far more than California, Florida, and Washington, the 

next fastest-gaining states. Between 2010 and 2016, Texas has grown at a faster rate than any 

state save the much-smaller North Dakota.  

From Houston Chronicle 

 

 

 

mailto:douglas.kahn@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:mailto:fema-emi-iemb@fema.dhs.gov
https://training.fema.gov/programs/emivttx.aspx
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/texas/article/HUD-announces-177-million-more-in-disaster-10816541.php
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-214.html
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-214.html
http://www.chron.com/business/texanomics/article/Texas-again-tops-the-nation-in-population-growth-10809552.php
http://hdqappw500625/dem/temo/images/article5photo1Lg3.jpg
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